
  
 

 PRAYER BEFORE  
YOUR FAMILY NATIVITY SCENE 

God of  every nation and people, when our need for a 
Savior was great, you sent your Son to be born of  the 

Virgin Mary. To our lives, He brings us joy and peace, 
mercy and love. Lord, bless our family on this Christmas. 
May this nativity scene remind us of  Your great love and 

may we, in turn, love one another. Amen.           
                 _____________________________   

 A Blessed Christmas to all of you.  On behalf of Fr. Healy, our deacons 
and Collaborative staff, I wish to offer our prayers during the Holy Season 
of Christmas. While it will certainly be a Christmas like no other, what 
doesn’t change is the truth that God so loved the world that He sent His 
Only Son, so that we might not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
Check out the many ways that you might join in the Spirit of the Christmas 
season by visiting our website falmouthcatholic.org/Christmas. There you 
will find the Christmas concert by the Contemporary Music Ministry, my 
Feeding the Flock Podcast, as well as a look back at some of the Christmas 
pageants from St. Elizabeth Seton. Perhaps our simplified version of 
Christmas this year might enable us to refocus on what really matters in 
life: faith, family and, like the Wise Men in the Christmas narrative of St. 

Matthew’s Gospel, seek out Christ on our life’s journey. We have special protocols in place in all of 
our churches to ensure safety during the pandemic, including social distancing, the wearing of 
masks, contact tracing and the installation of iWave air purifying systems for cleaner inside air. Fi-
nally, thanks for the many cards and “goodies” left at our door during this festive season. Your kind-
ness in remembering us is very much appreciated.  Let us pray that the Lord will watch over us and 
bring to us and our loved ones much peace and good health (and an end to the pandemic!) in the 
New Year.  — Msgr. Avila  

St. Anthony St. Elizabeth Seton St. Patrick 
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FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM IN FALMOUTH 
RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD 

 
The Catholic Community of Falmouth recently was awarded the Parish Excellence 
Award for Youth Faith Formation for its use of technology.  Chosen from parishes 
across the nation, this award recognizes the innovated and interactive home grown 
program Meet You At the Altar  which was created specifically because of the chal-
lenges we are facing during the pandemic.  The focus of Meet You At the Altar is the 
weekend Mass, which for us as Catholics is the source and summit of our faith.  Par-
ticipants are encouraged to attend Mass in person or via Livestream.  Then, each 
week, our youth fill out a journal either on-line or written which asks them a few 
questions regarding the Mass including the message of the Scripture readings, the 
homily, the significance of the vestment colors and other aspects of the Mass.  A cat-

echist for each grade reviews the journals in order to offer support and guidance.  We are very fortunate to 
have the creative expertise of Jonathan Galo, our Director of Faith Formation, as well as the support of our 
parents and great young people working together on this unique approach to faith formation.  
 
Do you have a child who could benefit from our program?  We welcome them to join Meet You at the Altar. 
Contact Jonathan Galo at jgalo@falmouthcatholic.org on how to sign them up! 

   First Communion and Confirmation were celebrated during the summer  
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A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER… 

While we faced many challenges this year because of the pandemic, it did not stop us from our     
Mission: to bring the presence of Jesus Christ into the lives of others.   
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Bishop da Cunha’s 2020 Christmas Message 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

Christmas is upon us, although seemingly a bit different this year. Because of the pandemic, many of us 
will not be celebrating in the ways we typically associate with Christmas - large family gatherings, holiday par-
ties, seasonal concerts, and caroling.  
 

However, I firmly believe that this can be a very special Christmas with less emphasis on many of the ex-
ternal and social dimensions of the season. What we have instead is an opportunity to focus more on the spiritual 
aspect—the true meaning of Christmas:  the coming of Christ into our lives and into our world. So my prayer and 
hope for each one of you is that, as you celebrate Christmas this year - as family, as friends, as a community of 
faith – Jesus will be at the center of all that you do, the purpose for all you do and give meaning to all you do. Let 
us put Jesus back into Christmas, and as the saying goes, make Jesus truly the “reason for the season”. 
 

This year, more than ever before, is a time to remember the blessing of the Octave of Christmas.  The 
Catholic Church does not keep the celebration of Christmas to December 25th only. Christmas is celebrated over 
eight days, from Christmas Day to January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.  What a marvelous oppor-
tunity to embrace the joy of the season, allowing the Light of Christ to dispel the darkness of the past nine 
months. Just as I did during Advent, I again encourage you as a family to place Christ at the center of your cele-
brations. 
 

To all of us in the Diocese of Fall River, may the coming of Christ, the Prince of Peace, fill us with a new 
peace, one that only He can give. Let us embrace not only His peace, but the joy of this season. I believe we will 
get through all the challenges ahead of us with the Lord’s help. In His presence, in His grace, we’ll reach a unique 
place this year where we can truly say that Christmas is about Christ. 
 

May the peace, hope, and joy of this season be with us now and remain with us far beyond this  
Christmas. May these gifts, that only God can bestow upon us, reign in our hearts, in our homes, and in our world. 
May God bless you and your loved ones, and may you enjoy a very happy, joyful, blessed, and Merry Christmas. 

Merry Christmas!  Feliz Natal!  Feliz Navidad!  Joyeux Noël! 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V. 
Bishop of Fall River 


