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Bullying is more than “Bad Behavior”
Bullying is defined by the CDC as having 
the following three elements:

● Unwanted aggressive behavior
● Observed or perceived imbalance of power
● Repetition or high likelihood of 

repetition of bullying behaviors



The Statistics



Bullying Statistics
● 90% of students in grades 4-8 

report having been harassed or 
bullied.

● 28% of students in grades 6-12 
experience bullying.

● 20% of students in grades 9-12 
experience bullying. 

- (stopbullying.gov)



Over 160,000 children refuse 
to go to school each day for 
fear of being bullied.
-National Education Association



64% of students who are 
bullied do not report it 



Types of Bullying
Physical
Aggressive physical intimidation 
including repeated pushing, 
tripping, hitting, kicking, 
blocking

Verbal
Putting down others, using cruel 
demeaning words

Social
Excluding others, spreading rumors, 
alienating others from other 
groups, acceptance or interaction

Cyber
Any bullying over the internet



71%
Report having witnessed bullying in 
school and feel that it is a problem.



The Impact



How may students respond?
● Over 10% of students who 

drop-out of school do so 
because they report of 
being bullied or harassed 
repeatedly at school

● 87% of students surveyed 
said that bullying was the 
primary motivator in a 
school shooting

○ Nearly 75% of school 
shootings have been linked 
to bullying and harassment



Children and youth who are bullied over time are more 
likely to become depressed, anxious  and have low self esteem



For Adolescents, 
depression, 
substance abuse and 
suicide are 
important concerns.

● 15.1% had a major depressive 
episode.

● 36.7% had persistent feelings of 
sadness or hopelessness.

● 4.1% had a substance use 
disorder.

● 1.6% had an alcohol use disorder.
● 3.2% had an illicit drug use 

disorder.
● 18.8% seriously considered 

attempting suicide.
● 15.7% made a suicide plan.
● 8.9% attempted suicide.
● 2.5% made a suicide attempt 

requiring medical treatment.
- CDC 2018-2019





More than 50%
Intensified by the pandemic, symptoms of depression and anxiety have spiked, as have 

emergency room visits for mental health issues. ER visits for suspected suicide attempts 
among adolescent girls jumped more than 50 percent from early 2019 to early 2021, 

-Surgeon General Vivek Murthy



The 
Consequences



OLSH Social Media Policy
SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY Students must be aware that the use of 
social media, whether in school or out of school, for 
communication and/or information is often accessible to the 
public and can be shared beyond their control. Therefore, 
any postings by an OLSH student in word or image that 
defames, denigrates, harasses, intimidates or threatens 
another individual, student, family, or school personnel may 
be handled in a serious disciplinary manner. NOTE: Any 
conduct in or out of school that reflects negatively upon 
the reputation of the school may be subject to disciplinary 
actions.



Bishop Canevin Bullying Policy
A school entity shall not be prohibited from defining 
bullying in such a way as to encompass acts that occur 
outside a school setting if those acts meet the other 
requirements specified in the definition of bullying…

…All forms of cyberbullying are unacceptable and to the 
extent such actions are disruptive of the educational 
process of the school, offenders shall be the subject of 
appropriate consequences.



Montour School District cyberbullying policy
Any form/type of ‘electronic bullying’ or negative 
communication, via Internet, through email, apps, instant 
messaging, text messaging, or personal profile websites such 
as Facebook, Twitter, etc… on or off campus that interferes 
with or is detrimental to the proper functioning of the 
educational process, causes substantial disorder, invades 
the rights of others, and/or is lewd, vulgar or profane will 
be treated as a Montour High School matter Students engaging 
in ‘electronic bullying’ will be subject to disciplinary 
action in accordance with the Student Handbook related to 
bullying and harassment.



Harvard rescinded 
admission offer

Colleges Rescind 
Admission

Parkland school shooting survivor 
and gun-rights activist, after 

learning he had used racial slurs 
in a Google document two years 

prior. And in 2017, Harvard 
revoked 10 students’ admissions 

offers because they’d used 
offensive memes in a private 

Facebook group.

https://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/high_school_and_beyond/2017/06/harvard_withdraws_acceptance_of_students_in_Facebook_group.html
https://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/high_school_and_beyond/2017/06/harvard_withdraws_acceptance_of_students_in_Facebook_group.html
https://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/high_school_and_beyond/2017/06/harvard_withdraws_acceptance_of_students_in_Facebook_group.html

