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To the Faithful of the Diocese of St. Augustine, 
 
Just a few weeks ago—more than 500 people gathered with me at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine for the 
Rites of Election. These catechumens and candidates accompanied by many of their pastors and deacons have been 
preparing for the final leg of their journey of faith when they will receive the sacraments of initiation. 
 
On Holy Saturday, at the Easter Vigil, men, women and children are initiated into the Church celebrating their 
baptism, confirmation, and the first reception of the Holy Eucharist with us. And celebrating with them that 
evening, and throughout the day on Easter Sunday, all of us renew our baptismal promises. 
 
This year because of the extraordinary circumstances surrounding the coronavirus pandemic, we will not be able to 
gather in our churches. Nevertheless, there is a reason for hope. 
 
When God chose Moses and directed him to go to the Pharaoh—he paused and asked God—who am I to do this? 
God assures Moses—to not fear: I will be with you. When Gabriel visits Mary to tell her she will have the child 
Jesus—the message from God is the same: Do not be afraid—you have found favor with God. And when the 
disciples seemed doomed by a terrible storm—they hear Jesus speak the same words: Do not be afraid, it is I. 
 
In the liturgy for the Easter Vigil, there is a powerful prayer: “May this day inflame us with new hope. May the 
Light of Christ dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.” Indeed, this year we need to hear the words: “May the 
Light of Christ dispel darkness. Do not be afraid.” 
 
The scripture readings for the Easter Vigil are remarkable—they trace the entire sacred story of salvation—from 
the moment of creation through the birth of Christ and the marvel of God’s beloved Son’s passion, death and 
resurrection. We learn in the history of our salvation, the delight that God takes in us that he rescues and saves us, 
that we can call upon him, that he remains near to us, and that he continually creates anew our hearts. 
 
This Easter is so different for all of us—affecting all generations. But the message is the same: Do not be afraid. 
 
On Easter morning, one of the beautiful Gospels is when Mary of Magdalen discovers the empty tomb—and Peter 
and the beloved disciple, John, rush to find him. May we continue our search for him in our lives—indeed, rush to 
find him in new and unique ways. 
 
May the words of the Easter proclamation speak and echo every day in our lives: May Easter inflame in us new 
hope. May the light of Christ dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. May we hear Christ speak to us now—do 
not be afraid, it is I. The Father assures us, as he did Moses—I will be with you. 
 
I assure all of you are remembered daily in my prayers at Mass. 
 
Truly yours, 

 
 
 
 

+Felipe de Jesus Estevez 
Bishop of St. Augustine 

Diocese of St. Augustine              
Office of the Bishop 
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 When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves blessed 
with another day. It is Easter Sunday. As that thought crossed 
our minds, did we find ourselves saying “so what” or “alleluia”? 
For many, today is truly a day of alleluia. For others, it is just 
another day of “so what.” Faith makes a huge difference. It not 
only makes a difference in how we understand today and the 
significance of what we celebrate, it also makes a huge difference in terms of how we 
understand ourselves. 
 Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, follow your dreams, make money, 
protect your social status, be politically correct, and keep your preferences to yourself are 
pretty good examples of the messages our secular life wants us to hear. In and of 
themselves, they don’t sound all that harmful. But when really examined, they are. The life 
of resurrection embodied in the Gospel tells us a much different story. 
 Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, distracted, occupied, and working. For 
many of us, an agenda awaits us before we even start our day, and unfinished stuff is 
brought with us when we retire at night. Make the best of life and “find your own road to 
happiness are messages we all too easily believe. The “so what” response to the new life of 
resurrection is often the result of believing that life is only what I make it. What God has to 
say isn’t important to me securing my next raise. 
 Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we may give the wonder of heaven a blink 
now and then, its glory really doesn’t impress us or matter all that much. It’s all about the 
here and now and what I need to do today to get where I want to be tomorrow. We tend 
to put off considering the one significant “tomorrow” that will come the millisecond after 
we take our last breath. When that happens, will we want to be thinking “so what?” or 
“alleluia”? 
 There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one resurrection. There is also only one of us. 
Have you ever pondered what one solitary, humble human life can do? Faith, not our 
world, tells us how special we are. We are not robots. We are not replaceable. We have 
one shot. There are no do-overs. Love is at our core and unites us together as one with the 
God of love who so desperately wants us to be with Him forever. This may not match our 
secular agenda, but it ought to make our true inner agenda leap for joy. There doesn’t 
need to be an end. I can live forever. Alleluia! 

©LPi 

Gospel 
Reflection 

TODAY’S 
READINGS 
 

FIRST READING: 
“He commissioned us 
to preach to the 
people and testify that 
he is the one 
appointed by God 
as judge of the living 
and the dead.” 
(Acts 10:42) 
 
PSALM: 
This is the day the 
Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad. 
(Ps 118) or Alleluia 
 
SECOND 
READING:  
When Christ your life 
appears, then you too 
will appear with him in 
glory. (Col 3:4) 
 
Alternate Second 
Reading: 1 Cor 5:6b-8 
 
GOSPEL: 
Then the other 
disciple also went in, 
the one who had 
arrived at the tomb 
first, and he saw and 
believed. (Jn 20:8) 
 
The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses from the 
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 
1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 5 
 

MON 4/13  Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15 
TUES 4/14  Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22 [5b]/Jn 20:11-18 
WED 4/15  Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [3b]/Lk 24:13-35 
THR  4/16  Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Lk 24:35-48 
FRI  4/17  Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a [22]/Jn 21:1-14 
SAT  4/18  Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15 
SUN  4/19  Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 
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PLEASE PRAY 
FOR OUR MILITARY 

 
• Col. Andrew Morgado (US 

Army) 
• Jay Matthews (US Navy) 
• Sgt. Benjamin Wurtz (US Army/

Ft. Hood, TX) 
• Honor Otmar (US Air Force) 
• Matthew Callegari (USCG) 
• Jayson Trucksess (US Navy)  
• Chief Gregory Worman (US 

Navy) 
• Joshua Raffaele (USMC) 
• Rachel Mincey (US Navy)   
• LCDR Brandon Aten (USCG) 
• Joseph Otmar (USMC) 
• Casey Henrikson (US Navy) 
• Chad M.R. Schuch (US Air Force) 
• Emma J. Schuch (US Navy) 
• Col. Daniel O’Connor (USMC) 
• Sgt. Sean Collins (US Army) 
• Michael Martins (USMC) 
• Dr. Nick Patellis (NG/Kuwait) 
• Justin Smallwood (USMC) 
• ENS Barret Manfre (US Navy/

USS San Diego 
• LCDR Shaun Kersey (US Navy/

Bahrain) 
 

If you have a family member in the 
military and would like us to pray for 
them, call the parish office to have their 
name added to the bulletin, or email 
your request to Christine Sudano at 
christine@smdmcc.org. Please advise 
when a person above is no longer 
deployed so we can remove their name 
from our list. God bless them all & 
continue to pray for them! 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE SICK 
OF OUR PARISH IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

• Richard Ackerman 
• Joyce Aitkens 
• Blake Alberto 
• Lisa Alberto 
• Lou Ambrosia 
• Jim Anderson 
• Lisa Anello 
• Kevin Baird 
• Stephen Barnier, Sr. 
• Michelle Barrett 
• Alyssa Barth 
• Tracy Barth 
• Judith Batson 
• Nancie Bennett 
• Ivan Berke 
• George Betz 
• John Bladel Jr. 
• Victor Bordonaro 
• Lorraine Bouillon 
• Mary Bowe 
• Bryan Bowman 
• McField Bowman 
• Betty Ann Brennan 
• Ralph Buchanan 
• Kim Burt 
• Marlene Bushnoe 
• Bryon Campbell 
• Bruce Carey 
• Roger Carey Dellis Sr. 
• Roger Carey Jr. 
• Ryan Cavanaugh 
• Gerald Chabon 
• Joe Chiarello 
• David Cobb 
• Billy Corrigan 
• Mike Coyle 
• Regina Cush 
• H. Lee Dasch Jr. 
• Nina Davis 
• Katiana DeCayette 
• Fred DeFelice 
• Louise Derita 
• Denise Diamond 
• Larry Doege 
• Renee Donaghy 
• Thomas Donaghy Sr. 
• Donna 
• Christina Dougherty 
• Isaiah Estrada 
• Greg Everett 
• Tony Favara 
• Ariel Fenner 

• Candice Fenner 
• Judy Fields 
• Jonah Finn 
• Steven Fitzgerald 
• Greg Flake 
• Elizabeth Flohr 
• Terry Footit 
• Michael Forte 
• Frank Garcia 
• Jeff Gearhart 
• Scott Giguere 
• John Gormley 
• Gladys Grant 
• James Green 
• James Greene 
• Nancy Greene 
• Roger Gronert 
• Susan Gronert 
• Catherine Mary 

Gubicza 
• Steve Gubicza 
• Jacob Hardin 
• Rose Harvey 
• Tony Hassert 
• Lucas Healy 
• Mike Hewson 
• Lori Ann Hines 
• Janet Holland 
• William Ilavsky 
• Wayne Kellenberger & 

Family 
• Jim Kitchen 
• Marty Klein 
• Ann Kozanecki 
• Andrew Kozer 
• Fraces Kozer 
• Larry Kuchta 
• James T. Lainge 
• John Lambardi 
• John Lappke 
• Gerald LaRosa 
• Anna Lavrador 
• Catherine Liston 
• Pat Lopez 
• Veronica Lyons 
• Beverly & Sam Maggio 
• Dina Mancuso 
• Frank Mancuso 
• TR Mancuso 
• Garo Maroutian 
• Linda Maxwell 
• James B. McCallen 

• James McMonagle 
• Tom McNally 
• McPartland 
• Victor Mele 
• Marisol Melendez 
• Vicki Merchel 
• Joseph T. Milici 
• Deacon Mike Moody 
• Alvina Moore 
• Mary Ann Murphy 
• Joyce Needelman 
• Margee Netzer-Zito 
• Barbara O’Keefe 
• Laura O’Shea 
• Jeffrey Perez 
• Father Pervaiz 
• Vincenzo Perrone 
• Karen Pisan 
• Vincent Positano 
• Thomas Quinn 
• Jayce Ramage 
• Robert Rizzo 
• Joan Roberti 
• Stuart Rockett 
• Connie Rotondi 
• John Rybacki 
• Val Sabia 
• Jack Salisbury 
• Amanda Schark 
• Helga Schroeder 
• Scott 
• Michael Sheridan III 
• Millie Sikorski 
• Rich Small 
• David Smith 
• Gina Stokes 
• Mary Stowe 
• Ellen Streblow 
• Stephen Sullivan 
• Jim Szymanski 
• Mary Jo Tinney 
• Eugene Tontodonato 
• Dave Torma 
• Jennifer Triano 
• Juan Vega 
• Alda Vilar 
• Carolyn Webb 
• Mary-Ann Woika 
• Carol Woodard 
• Annette Zabetakis 
• Grant Ziegler 

Heal us, Lord, and we shall be healed; save us, and we shall be saved; for it is You we 
praise. Send relief and healing for all our diseases, our sufferings and our wounds; for 
You are a merciful and faithful healer. Blessed are You Lord, who heals the sick. 

WE COMMEND TO GOD’S LOVING EMBRACE 
Receive, Lord, in tranquility and peace, the souls of your servants 
who have departed out of this present life to be with you. Give 
them the life that knows no age, the good things that do not pass 
away; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 William Grayson 
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STEWARDSHIP ~ A WAY OF LIFE 

 
 

 

THIS MONTH’S MINISTRY SALUTE 
 

IN GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S GIFTS OF TIME AND TALENT  
TO US, WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE AND SALUTE: 

 

 
Cart Drivers & Ushers and E.Y. Walter 

 

 
 These important Hospitality Ministers are our parish’s ambassadors of 
friendship and good will. They graciously serve at all weekend and holy day 
Masses and for occasional other parish events. These ministries are open to 
all parishioners, men and women. Cart drivers are required to hold a valid 
driver’s license. Cart drivers transport parishioners and visitors from the 
parking lot to the church before and after Masses and events. They are 
especially helpful in providing rides for those who walk slowly or with 
difficulty and when those unexpected rains pop up. But they joyfully 
transport anyone at any time!  
 Our Ushers welcome parishioners and visitors into the church for Mass, 
assist in seating, take up the collection, and facilitate in the orderly reception 
of Holy Communion as well as make sure that events are running smoothly. 
Their watchful eyes and ears make them attentive to the needs of 
worshipers, and they provide friendly security to all.  
 These ministries are key to the smooth operation of all parish events and 
set the tone of hospitality at SMDM. If you enjoy welcoming new people and 
old friends, sharing interesting conversation, being of valuable assistance in 
your parish, and being “the face of SMDM,” these ministries could be for you. 
We are all grateful for these ministers of hospitality.  
 Contact E.Y. Walter at eywalter@gmail.com or Kevin Ryan at 
kevinjryankofc@gmail.com with any questions.   

 

REFLECTIONS ON STEWA RDSHIP  

And today let me share the 
Good News … Jesus is 
risen! Lord, as your loving 
steward, may I speak with 
an open mouth and heart 
of how you have smashed 
the forces of evil. Suffering, 
pain, evil, illness, and death 
will not have the last word. 
You have risen and given 
hope to the world! 

STEWARDSHIP OF  
OUR TREASURE 

Your offering of as little as one 
hour’s wage will help us meet 
our daily needs. 
 

Our parish is grateful for your 
continued support at this time.  
Thank you! Please consider 
making your weekly donation to 
Santa Maria del Mar online at:  

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748  

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748
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From the publishers of Magnificat: 
 During this difficult time, many of the faithful may be 
unable to attend Mass. To help them sanctify their day 
and to keep walking in the liturgical rhythm of the 
Church, we are honored to make our online version of 
MAGNIFICAT temporarily available to everyone for free. 
 Please help us spread this message and share this 
link: www.magnificat.com/free with as many people 
as you can.  
 Free temporary access is also available in Spanish: 
www.magnificat.com/gratis. 
 It is our hope that everyone will take this opportunity 
to pray with MAGNIFICAT in union with the Church each Sunday and 
weekday. 
 Please pray with us for a speedy and safe end to this time of difficulty 
in our world. 
 Sincerely in Christ, 
 Romain Lizé, President 
 

Below is a suggested prayer of spiritual Communion.  
Jesus, really present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar, since 
I cannot now receive thee under the sacramental veil,  
I beseech thee, with a heart full of love and longing, to come 
spiritually into my soul through the Immaculate Heart of thy most 
Holy Mother, and to abide with me, thou in me, and I in thee, in 
time and in eternity. Amen. 

 

Because we cannot collect Rice Bowls at this time, we suggest 
you give the amount you collected to CRS by giving online, 
mailing a check, or giving by phone.  
 

The details are here: 
https://support.crs.org/donate/change-life-lent-0.  

 

If you give by check, it’s probably good to write “Rice Bowl” in the 
memo area. 

 
April 13 

Virgil Asevedo, Brian Cucco,  
Noah Cucco, Ciara de Leon,   

Cecilia Dorozsmay, Suzanne Giadiello,  
Mary Lynne Hart, Will Hartshorn,  

Mary Ilavsky, Darlene Pado,  
Matthew Reitzel, Tamir Robinson,  

Marianne Silva, Brian Williams  
 
 

April 14 
Nancy Albinger, Ricardo Alvarez, 
David Barnett, Annette Curelli,  

Gregory Esch, Elizabeth Gallagher,  
Kenneth Howland, Brooke Landry,  

Anita Mitchell, Lorene Peterson,  
Veronica Scott, Nicholas Spetsas,  

Paul Streater, Peter Torpy,  
Megan Vitale, Carol Williams  

 
 

April 15 
Vincent Arnelli, Samuel Barnier,  

Jill Cicacci, Phyllis Cox,  
Jean Daignault, Rosemary Gehl,  

Ronald Johnson, Joseph Leonard,  
Antonio Luis, Rocco Maresca,  
April Marshall, Luis Rivera Sr.,  

Elizabeth Tatto, Florence Taylor,  
Olivia Whitten, Debra Wingo  

 
 

April 16 
Suzanne Ahern, John Balseiro,  

Lauren Butera, Zackary Caronna,  
Steven Edwards, Edward Kaspar,  
Mark Kimmel, Manuel Martins,  

Paul Ruggiero, Rudy White  
 
 

April 17 
Amelia Amaral, Giselle Brocksmith,  

Ann Corcoran, Gail Durkin,  
A.J. Fernandez, Joan Flaherty,  

Karen Karas, Debra Kutik,  
Silvestre Moura, Bryant Perszyk,  

Tammy Shoemaker, Virginia Smith,  
Julie Sovia, Decio Tenreiro  

 
 

April 18 
Lucy Checchio, Carmela D’Angelo,  

Peter Gambino, Brenda Gutierrez-Avila, 
Joseph Pozzuoli, Edwin Rodriguez,  

Carol Schwarzlow  
 
 

April 19 
Sabrina Aloia, Ethan  Burke,  

Damari Jackson, Honor O’Reilly,  
Denise Santa Maria, Julianna Savone,  

David Steiner, James Terlizzo,  
Samantha Wozniak 

Keep up-to-date on 
announcements from 

the  
Diocese of St. Augustine 

regarding COVID-19 
here:  

www.dosafl.com/
coronavirus/ 

Happy Easter! We prayed, 
fasted and gave alms— 
and now we celebrate the 
Risen Lord! Our Lenten 
journey with CRS Rice Bowl 
challenges us as we begin 
the Easter season to share 
what we have with our 
global family.  

https://support.crs.org/donate/change-life-lent-0
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/

