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Parish Office: The parish office, church, and all other 
buildings are closed until further notice, but the office 
phone is being answered remotely (see number above) 
during usual business hours (Tuesday-Friday, 9am– 
4pm with a break for lunch). 
 
Parish Masses: Bishop Estévez has dispensed the 
faithful from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until 
further notice. 
Masks and social distancing are mandatory. 
 Sunday Mass will be celebrated at 9am in the 

church. Masks are required. 
 Saturday Vigil Mass will resume at 4pm. Masks are 

required. 
 Sunday 11am Mass will continue to be streamed on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/smdmcc/) and 
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/user/SMDMCC).  

 Weekday Masses will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 9am in the church. Masks are 
required. 

 High-Risk Individuals—Drive-up communion on 
Wednesdays from 10-11am. 

 Adoration—Wednesday and Friday, 9:30am-2pm. 
 
Visit the parish website for additional information. 
 
Appointments with Fr. Manny: Fr. Manny is available 
by phone Wednesday, 9:30am–12:30 pm, and Thursday 
and Friday 9am–Noon. Call the parish office, 386-439-
2791, to schedule an appointment. 
 
Daily Readings: Daily Mass readings (http://
www.usccb.org/bible/readings) and brief video 
reflections (http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/) are 
available from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
Spiritual Communion: The Church encourages us to 
make an act of ‘spiritual communion’ when we are 
prevented from receiving the Eucharist at Mass: “My 
Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen.” (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 

Rosary by Phone: Join the Legion of Mary daily at 
4:20pm via conference call: 862-799-9790. For more 
information, Contact Steven at jsnandmjn@outlook.com 
or at 215-527-7411. 
 
Diocesan Resources: The Diocese of St. Augustine 
(https://www.dosafl.com/) has a special Coronavirus 
resource page (https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/), 
including links to televised, online, and radio Masses in 
our diocese and beyond. 
 
Magnificat: This monthly publication used for our 
weekday Masses is offering complimentary access 
online (https://us.magnificat.net/free) and via its iOS 
and Android apps. 
 
Laudate: The free Laudate app (iOS and Android) is a 
gateway to many Catholic prayers and other resources. 
 
Formed: FORMED.org has given SMdM limited-time 
free access to its library. It has great resources for all, 
including kids. Click Sign Up; select “I Belong to a Parish 
or Organization;” find Santa Maria Del Mar by parish 
name, address, or zip code; enter your email—and 
you’re in! 
 
Rice Bowl: CRS has instructions for contributing online, 
by phone, and by mail: https://support.crs.org/donate/
change-life-lent-0. Rice bowls will be collected once 
we’re able to assemble again. 
 
Want to help others? You can help others in our 
community by mailing donations to Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul (https://www.facebook.com/
flaglersaintvincentdepaul/), P.O. Box 1328, Flagler Beach 
FL 32136. Contributions for international relief can be 
sent to Catholic Relief Services (https://www.crs.org/). 

Your Offertory Contributions: If at all 
possible, please continue to support Santa 
Maria del Mar by mailing your offerings (checks 
only) to the church (address above) or use our 
convenient online giving system (https://
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748). 

Click on any link (blue highlight) to take you directly to the referenced website. Last updated June 25, 2020. 

Santa Maria del Mar Catholic Church 
915 North Central Avenue 
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 A single mother who has a child with special needs works two 
jobs and sacrifices much of her own pleasures in order to be 
available for her son. Being the best mother possible is important 
to her and brings her joy. We are willing to make great and often 
heroic sacrifices for those people and things that matter most to 
us. Unless there is something of obvious importance to us in our 
immediate path, we can easily approach life in a more haphazard and chaotic way. We 
jump from one thing to another, responding to whatever it is that is competing for our 
attention at that moment. When everything is important, nothing is important. 
 If we do not wear the right pair of glasses, we can get all too easily caught up in the 
superficial stuff and neglect paying attention to the things that really matter. The kingdom 
of God is like the pearl of great price that is worth selling everything for so that it can be 
obtained. Based on where I invest my time and energy each day, I really wonder whether I 
am serving God’s kingdom or my own. Have you ever considered tracking how you spend 
your time? You may be surprised! We allow our agendas to set the clock of our lives. We 
forget that joy and a true sense of purpose are not going to be found in following that 
timepiece. Joy is the expression of the happiness that is discovered when living in the 
kingdom of God. When our agenda matches God, not only do we leap for joy but God 
leaps with delight as well. Our well-being is what matters most to God. 
 Can you imagine God delighting in you? It is easy to deaden our senses to the whole 
reality of God and the joy that living the Gospel can bring. The demands of secular life and 
the agendas competing for our attention can quickly do that. We can get tired and 
spiritually apathetic. But if we can see our way through all of the conflicting voices and 
hear the voice of God, we can rediscover our zeal and passion and redirect our efforts. 
When we begin to see as God sees, we can rise each day and notice what really needs our 
attention and embrace it with exuberance. Be careful, though. It may not be what we 
originally had on our list. Responding to it, however, will be worth putting everything else 
aside. 

©LPi 

 

FIRST READING: 
“Give your servant, 
therefore, an 
understanding heart 
to judge your people 
and to distinguish 
right from wrong.” 
(1 Kgs 3:9a) 
 
PSALM: 
Lord, I love your 
commands. (Ps 119) 
 
SECOND READING: 
We know that all 
things work for good 
for those who love 
God, who are called 
according to his 
purpose. (Rom 8:28) 
 
GOSPEL: 
“The kingdom of 
heaven is like a 
treasure buried in a 
field, which a person 
finds and hides again, 
and out of joy goes 
and sells all that he 
has and buys that 
field.” (Mt 13:44) 
 
 
 
 
The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses from the 
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 
1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. 

MON    JULY 27 
Jer 13:1-11 
Dt 32:18-19, 
20, 21 [cf. 18a] 
Mt 13:31-35 
 
 
 
 
 

TUES    JULY 28 
Jer 14:17-22 
Ps 79:8, 9, 11 
and 13 [9] 
Mt 13:36-43 
 
 
 
 
 

WED     JULY 29 
ST. MARTHA 

Jer 15:10, 16-21 
Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6
-7, 8-9, 10-11 
[2] 
Jn 11:19-27 or 
Lk 10:38-42 
 
 
 

THUR   JULY 30 
ST. PETER 
CHRYSOLOGUS 

Jer 18:1-6 
Ps 146:1b-2, 3-
4, 5-6ab [5a] 
Mt 13:47-53 
 
 
 
 

FRI        JULY 31 
ST. IGNATIUS OF 
LOYOLA 

Jer 26:1-9 
Ps 69:5, 8-10, 
14 [14c] 
Mt 13:54-58 
 
 
 
 

SAT  AUGUST 1 
ST. ALPHONSUS 
LIGUORI 

Jer 26:11-16, 24 
Ps 69:15-16, 30
-31, 33-34 [14c] 
Mt 14:1-12 
 
 
 
 

SUN AUGUST 2 
18TH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

Is 55:1-3 
Ps 145:8-9, 15-
16, 17-18 [cf. 
16] 
Rom 8:35, 37-
39 
Mt 14:13-21 



 

Your offering of as little as one 
hour’s wage will help us meet 
our daily needs. 
 

Our parish is grateful for your 
continued support at this time.  
Thank you! Please consider 
making your weekly donation to 
Santa Maria del Mar online at:  

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748  

Keep up-to-date on 
announcements from  

the Diocese of  
St. Augustine regarding 

COVID-19 here:  
www.dosafl.com/

coronavirus/ 

 

 

 The Parish Council members are: John Bangert (Chair), Julie Low (Vice 
Chair), Margie Check (Secretary), Toney Altieri (Chair of the Finance Council), 
Lizbeth Alicea, John Check, Bryant Perszyk, Diane Postemski, Tim Postemski. 
They meet on a monthly basis and currently are convening via Zoom.  
 The Parish Council assists the pastor in supporting and cultivating the 
pastoral vitality of the parish. Its main functions are: to make 
recommendations to the pastor on issues that have significant pastoral 
impact; to develop the parish’s long-term pastoral plan; to help formulate 
parish policies and initiatives; and to monitor, encourage, and support the 
parish’s ministries. In doing so, the members work with ministry leaders, and 
seek and consider parishioners views, ideas and opinions. Council members 
are active in various ministries and groups, and bring their experiences into 
Council discussions. 
 The Council has developed and adopted (with Father Manny’s approval) 
bylaws that direct how the Council operates. Presently they are developing 
new ways for parishioners to communicate with the Council and ministry 
leaders. Also on their agenda is the vision of the Council for the Parish that 
will be captured in a pastoral plan, taking into account diocesan priorities, our 
pastor’s priorities and input from parishioners. Additional details of the 
Council’s work will be shared when the parish begins to function normally. 
Needless to say, this group has an awesome responsibility to Santa Maria del 
Mar as they forge ahead to sketch the future for us. It seems saying “thank 
you” is not enough so what we will do is keep them in our prayers for their 
wisdom, vitality, talent and time. Blessings and gratitude from all of us to all of 
you. 

 

Like Solomon, I would like 
to be blessed with 
discernment, recognizing 
good and evil. I would like 
to be welcomed by angels 
into heaven. Jesus said, 
“Whoever does not take 
up their own cross and 
follow in my steps is not fit 
to be my disciple”. 

“Our lives no longer belong 
to us alone; they belong to 
all who desperately need 
us.” (Elie Wiesel) 

Each of us are beckoned 
and beseeched to be a 
good Steward willing to 
share the best that we 
have with others who are 
experiencing hardships. 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/


Introduction 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
by direction of the bishop, the Santa 
Maria del Mar parish buildings closed on 
March 20, 2020. Fr. Manny and the 
parish staff worked extremely hard to 
maintain pastoral care—online Masses, 
prayer, and spiritual counseling—in the 
following days. Maintaining these 
services required creativity in finding 
and implementing new ways to minister 
to our congregation. 
 We, the Parish Council, heard a few 
wonderful stories about how some of 
our parish ministries also adapted to 
keep their ministries active during the 
time when our buildings were closed 
and most parishioners were effectively 
sheltered in place. We decided to invite 
all parish ministry leaders to tell us their 
stories so that we could share them with 
our entire community. We asked the 
leaders how they were able to keep their 
ministry active; their successes and their 
challenges. 
 We suspected that many ministry 
leaders would have a good-news story 
to tell, and we weren’t disappointed. We 
learned that in addition to the incredible 
work that our pastor and staff did to 
keep the parish active, our ministries 
quietly contributed to that as well. You 
can read their stories here over the next 
few weeks. 
 

The Santa Maria del Mar Catholic 
Church Parish Council 

Lizbeth Alicea, Toney Altieri (Chair, Finance 
Council), John Bangert (Chair), John Check, 
Margie Check (Secretary), Julie Low (Vice 
Chair), Bryant Perszyk, Diane Postemski, 
Tim Postemski 
 

 
There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the 
same Spirit; there are 

different forms of 
service but the same 

Lord; there are different 
workings but the same 

God who produces all of 
them in everyone. 

(1 Cor 12:4-6) 

Family to Family Ministry 
(Jackie Morelewicz) 
 
 Once a month, ministry members 
provide one week of food to a family 
in need of this service. Food is dropped off at the Learning Center. 
The family receiving the food picks it up at the Learning Center the 
following day. 
 The COVID-19 adaptation: Ministry members donated a food (gift) 
card for the family in place of actual groceries. The drop-off and pick-
up was outside the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store as the parish 
campus was closed. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
(Michael Boullion) 
 
 Consistent with communication from the 
Supreme Council concerning cancellation and 
postponement of all council and state in-
person programs and activities, Notre Dame 
Council 10514 officers immediately began 
utilizing email, the council website (https://
council10514.org/) postings, and video 
conferencing to bridge council communications and activities.  The 
action plan developed by the officer’s team followed the guidelines 
issued by the Supreme Council and the Florida State Family. 
 The implementation of video conferencing is a new method of 
communication for our council. The first action item was to select a 
video platform that would be easy to use and cost effective for the 
council. The next step was to have a trial run with council officers. 
Once those steps were completed, it was relatively easy to roll out 
video conferencing communication to the council membership. 
 The first three scheduled video conferences were: Officer’s 
Meeting, Stations of the Cross, and the April Council Business 
Meeting. 
 Council member Deacon Dan Rindge volunteered, and was 
granted permission by Fr. Manny, to lead the council membership 
and their families in the Stations of the Cross by video conference. 
Deacon Rindge used the Stations of the Cross published in the ‘St. 
Augustine Catholic’ March/April issue. An invitation was sent to all 
council members with a link to the first video conference of the 
Stations of the Cross, scheduled for March 27. Members were 
advised in the email invitation that they could follow the Stations of 
the Cross in three ways: (1) from the St. Augustine Catholic magazine; 
(2) by using an attached PDF excerpt from the magazine and printing 
it out; or (3) by viewing the Stations of the Cross on PowerPoint 
(shared screen of the Grand Knight’s (host) computer during the 
video meeting).  
 Approximately 30 council and family members connected and 
prayed the Stations of the Cross. A second Stations of the Cross was 
led by Deacon Bob Krol the following week. 
 K of C Council representatives also met with the Pastor and Santa 
Maria del Mar staff by video conference to brainstorm ideas on how 
the parish could remain connected during the pandemic.  

A  l o o k  a t  h o w  S M D M ’ s  M i n i s t r i e s  a r e  a d a p t i n g  



ATTENTION: The Diocese of St. Augustine treats all allegations of sexual 
misconduct seriously and deals with all allegations in a prompt, 
confidential, and thorough manner. To Report Abuse, call the police or 
the Department of Children & Families at (800) 962-2873. Or call the 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator at (904) 208-6979 or email 
inquiries@dosafl.com. To report abuse by a bishop, call (800) 276-1562 
or visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

 

July 27 
Sam Andolina, Hope Brown,  
John Caruso, Gabriella Case,  
Lucy Crowley, Karen Forte’,  

Vanessa Giancola, Gina Mannocchi,  
Javier Pages, Alan Rapetti,  

Kassandra Rivera, Salvatore Romano,  
Mary Savitski, Alicia Solazzo,  

Joe Toriello, Jennifer Vanderbur,  
Mattie Vidor, Laura Zublionis  

 

July 28 
Victoria Acierno, Ann Campanozzi,  

Adriana dos Santos, Anthony Guiglotto, 
Wieslaw Ignatowicz, Gina Imperati, 
Norlando Jackson, Elle Kosmidek, 

Tom Morrell, Teresa Phan,  
Stephen Settle, Keri Whitmore,  

Kris Wiltfong  
 

July 29 
James Anderson, Ronald Antos,  
Kate Capece, Dorothy Cohen,  
Kamilla Garcia, George Hart,  

Elizabeth Hodge, Katherine Kuchta,  
Joshua Nunes, Robert Peyer  

 

July 30 
Fleissner Barbara, Wallace Davis,  

Rosalynda Frangi, James Gagliano,  
Maria Gomos, Michael Greenier,  

Frances Lappke, Russell Martin Jr.,  
Alluriana Moskos, Ronald Penzo,  

Dennis Salvia, Margarita Sheekey,  
Tyler Sweeney, Michael Ticconi  

 

July 31 
William Bryce, Carol Caso,  

Floyd Christopher, Niajah Del-Carpio,  
Laura Jenisch, Kathryn “Ann” Katsikos, 

Reignen Magsino, Christoher Maurer Jr., 
Christie Mucciolo, Sarah Streater,  

Alissa Williams  
 

August 1 
Walter Andrada, Sean Barnier,  
Luciana Carlisi, Gerald Chabon,  

Kellner Constance, Ronald Diamond,  
Em Dinopol, Nazario Dy,  

Nancy Hazo, Elizabeth King,  
Lillian Lostaglio, Richard Palazzolo, 

Providence Patterson, Rose Pellegrino, 
Nancy Powers, Annette Russo-Piligian, 
Frank Sartiano, Alexis Zito-McDonnell  

 

August 2 
Bridget Asevedo, Geine Buchanan, 
Andrew Cameron, Megan Dartley, 

Christine Guarino, Ben Lane, 
Anthony Leto, Anthony Portuallo, 

Patricia Quinn, Paul Ricci Jr., 
Maureen Ruggiere, Michael Salzer 

 

 The Legion of Mary is one of the 
largest lay apostolic associations in 
the Catholic Church, with several 
million members serving in most 
countries of the world. 
 The goal of the Legion is to make 
its members better Catholics – 
through a balanced program of 
prayer and service in union with the 
Holy Spirit as He operates through 
Mary, the Mother of the Church. 
 Our members participate in the 
life of the parish by visiting families, 
the sick (both in their homes, 
nursing homes, and hospitals), and 
by collaborating with other ministries in any apostolic undertakings 
sponsored by the Parish.   
 Our members meet weekly for prayer, spiritual reflection, 
discussion, and planning in a family atmosphere. Then, we are 
assigned an apostolic work and report back the following week.  
 We are currently meeting virtually each Friday at 10:30am. 
For more information and sign-on details, contact Steven Neyer 
at 215-527-7411. 

We are used to receiving junk e-mail, 
but we do not pay much attention to 
the actual junk mail that comes in 
the form of paper. If you notice that 
in your mailbox, you should e-mail 
the companies that send it to you 
and unsubscribe. This is a great way 
to reduce paper waste and save 
trees. 



 Col. Andrew Morgado (US 
Army) 

 Jay Matthews (US Navy) 
 Sgt. Benjamin Wurtz (US 

Army/Ft. Hood, TX) 
 Honor Otmar (US Air Force) 
 Matthew Callegari (USCG) 
 Jayson Trucksess (US Navy)  
 Chief Gregory Worman (US 

Navy) 
 Joshua Raffaele (USMC) 
 Rachel Mincey (US Navy)   
 LCDR Brandon Aten (USCG) 
 Joseph Otmar (USMC) 
 Casey Henrikson (US Navy) 
 Chad M.R. Schuch (US Air 

Force) 
 Emma J. Schuch (US Navy) 
 Col. Daniel O’Connor (USMC) 
 Sgt. Sean Collins (US Army) 
 Michael Martins (USMC) 
 Dr. Nick Patellis (NG/Kuwait) 
 Justin Smallwood (USMC) 
 ENS Barret Manfre (US 

Navy/USS San Diego 
 LCDR Shaun Kersey (US 

Navy/Bahrain) 
 Bryan Donohue (USMC) 
 

If you have a family member in the 
military and would like us to pray for 
them, call the parish office to have 
their name added to the bulletin, or 
email your request to Christine 
Sudano at christine@smdmcc.org. 
Please advise when a person above is 
no longer deployed so we can 
remove their name from our list. God 
bless them all & continue to pray for 
them! 

 Richard Ackerman 

 Joyce Aitkens 
 Blake Alberto 

 Lisa Alberto 
 Lou Ambrosia 

 Jim Anderson 

 Lisa Anello 
 Kevin Baird 

 Stephen Barnier, Sr. 
 Michelle Barrett 

 Alyssa Barth 

 Tracy Barth 
 Judith Batson 

 Nancie Bennett 

 Ivan Berke 
 George Betz 

 John Bladel Jr. 
 Victor Bordonaro 

 Lorraine Bouillon 

 Mary Bowe 
 Bryan Bowman 

 McField Bowman 
 Pat Brandt 

 Betty Ann Brennan 

 Jim Brogan 
 Ralph Buchanan 

 Kim Burt 
 Marlene Bushnoe 

 Bryon Campbell 

 Bruce Carey 
 Dellis Carey 

 Roger Carey Sr. 

 Roger Carey Jr. 
 Ryan Cavanaugh 

 Gerald Chabon 
 Joe Chiarello 

 David Cobb 

 Billy Corrigan 
 Mike Coyle 

 Joshua Cummings 
 Marlene Curtain 

 Regina Cush 

 Mary Dardzinksi 
 H. Lee Dasch Jr. 

 Nina Davis 
 Katiana DeCayette 

 Fred DeFelice 

 Louise Derita 
 Denise Diamond 

 Larry Doege 
 Renee Donaghy 

 Thomas Donaghy Sr. 

 Donna 
 Robert DuLong 

 Marie & Alfred Durand 

 Isaiah Estrada 
 Greg Everett 

 Tony Favara 

 Ariel Fenner 
 Candice Fenner 

 Judy Fields 
 Jonah Finn 

 Steven Fitzgerald 

 Greg Flake 
 Elizabeth Flohr 

 Terry Footit 
 Michael Forte 

 Fr. Dismiss 

 Fr. Pervaiz 
 Lou Freda 

 Frank Garcia 

 Jeff Gearhart 
 Scott Giguere 

 John Gormley 
 Gladys Grant 

 James Green 

 James Greene 
 Nancy Greene 

 Roger Gronert 
 Susan Gronert 

 Catherine Mary Gubicza 

 Steve Gubicza 
 Roe & Hal Hanson 

 Jacob Hardin 
 Rose Harvey 

 Tony Hassert 

 Lucas Healy 
 Mike Hewson 

 Lori Ann Hines 

 Janet Holland 
 William Ilavsky 

 Wayne Kellenberger & Family 
 Jim Kitchen 

 Marty Klein 

 Ann Kozanecki 
 Andrew Kozer 

 Frances Kozer 
 Larry Kuchta 

 James T. Lainge 

 John Lappke 
 Gerald LaRosa 

 Anna Lavrador 
 Deborah Lepley 

 Doris Lessig 

 Pat Lopez 
 Veronica Lyons 

 Beverly & Sam Maggio 
 Dina Mancuso 

 Frank Mancuso 

 TR Mancuso 
 Garo Maroutian 

 Linda Maxwell 

 James B. McCallen 
 James McMonagle 

 Tom McNally 

 McPartland 
 Victor Mele 

 Marisol Melendez 
 Joseph T. Milici 

 Tiesha Miller 

 Deacon Mike Moody 
 Alvina Moore 

 Barbara Motta 
 Mary Ann Murphy 

 Joyce Needelman 

 Margee Netzer-Zito 
 Mary Nolleman 

 Barbara O’Keefe 

 Luisa Olivo 
 Laura O’Shea 

 Terry Parenteau 
 Vincenzo Perrone 

 Karen Pisan 

 Vincent Positano 
 Thomas Quinn 

 Vincent Rafaelle 
 Jayce Ramage 

 Robert Rizzo 

 Stuart Rockett 
 Connie Rotondi 

 John Rybacki 
 Val Sabia 

 Jack Salisbury 

 Amanda Schark 
 Helga Schroeder 

 Scott 

 Michael Sheridan III 
 Millie Sikorski 

 Rich Small 
 David Smith 

 Gracie Smith 

 St. Paul’s Monastery Priest 
 Gina Stokes 

 Mary Stowe 
 Ellen Streblow 

 Stephen Sullivan 

 Catherine Sveda 
 Jim Szymanski 

 Mary Jo Tinney 
 Eugene Tontodonato 

 Dave Torma 

 Jennifer Triano 
 Stephen Troxwell & Family 

 Juan Vega 
 Alda Vilar 

 Carolyn Webb 

 Mary-Ann Woika 
 Carol Woodard 

 Annette Zabetakis 

 Grant Ziegler 

Heal us, Lord, and we shall be healed; save us, and we shall be saved; for it is You we praise. 
Send relief and healing for all our diseases, our sufferings and our wounds; for You are a 
merciful and faithful healer. Blessed are You Lord, who heals the sick. 

Receive, Lord, in tranquility and peace, the souls of your servants who have 
departed out of this present life to be with you. Give them the life that knows 
no age, the good things that do not pass away; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Robert Steele 



 

 Today’s collect asks God to give us the grace to 
use our gifts for salvation. Solomon forgot God 
gave him his gifts to lead himself and others to 
God. Solomon asked for (and received) this 
enormous gift, wisdom, and God gave him gifts of 
treasure and success beyond his imagination. He 
had all of the wisdom in the world, but he forgot 
that such a great gift was to be used for salvation, 
not merely for gain in this world, so he allowed 
himself to be led astray. We are tempted to the 
same.  
 In today’s Gospel, Jesus talks about two types 
of people. First, some stumble on the truth, the 
beauty that is God and His Gospel. The man in the 
field is not looking for treasure; he just stumbles 
upon it. If you think about it, it would be weird to 
picture him checking people’s fields. Imagine the 
conversation. “Sir … Um … You are trespassing. 
What are you doing?” “Oh nothing. Just seeing if 
your field has any treasures in it.” 
 The merchant spends his life searching for 
God, truth, beauty. Finally, he finds the most 
beautiful pearl ever, the “pearl of great price.”  
 We each know someone who is really searching 
for the truth, and we can help them find it. The 
truth is the Catholic Church, and the Church has 
been offering the world truth for almost 2,000 
years.  
 What is salvation worth to us? Both men see 
that this one thing is worth more than everything 
they own. What are we holding to as more 
valuable than God in this life. Anything we are 
clinging to must be carved out or have its use 

turned toward God. He has given us all of our 
many (and there are many) gifts for one reason: 
to lead us to salvation.  
 Will you make your salvation the number one 
priority in your life? Ask yourself, “Is my soul, my 
salvation, the most important thing in my life? Is 
God above everything else? Would someone 
looking at me know that?” If the answer to any of 
those is “no,” you need to figure out how to make 
the answer “yes.” 

 Discover the keys to a smoother, more joyful and 
loving relationship as a married couple. God desires 
more for your marriage than you can imagine!!! 
 Come join us and make a Diocesan Marriage 
Renewal Weekend (DMR) to renew, revitalize and 
restore your oneness with each other and God that 
He planned for you from the beginning. 
 The next weekend is August 21-23, 2020. Come 
and relax together on the beautiful St. John's River at 
the newly renovated and sanitized Marywood 
Retreat Center with all the social distancing 
protocols. 
 Call Jerry and Anne Webster at 904-268-3758 to 
sign up, or for more information, try visiting our 
website: www.dmrjax.org. If not now....when? You'll 
thank each other for sharing this very special and 
private time together.  

 The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Santa Maria Del 
Mar Conference is happy to announce our renovated 
“Nearly New” Thrift Store is now open!!  
 The interior of the store has a new look and feel. The 
“Nearly New” Thrift Store continues to sell “newly new” 
donated goods such as clothing and household items, 
at a low price to raise money for the struggling families 
in Flagler County.  
 Volunteers are always needed and welcome!! 
Applications available at the store during our summer 
hours.  
 Annually, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Santa 
Maria del Mar Conference, helps over 600 families in 
Flagler County with basic living needs such as utility 
bills and emergency food needs.  
 Stop in and say hello! Don’t forget your mask! 

The “Nearly New” Thrift Store  
400 S. Daytona Ave 

Flagler Beach  
Open 10am-3pm Mon, Wed, & Sat  

386-439-0071 

http://www.dmrjax.org/

