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Parish Office: The parish office, church, and all other 
buildings are closed until further notice, but the office 
phone is being answered remotely (see number above) 
during usual business hours (Tuesday-Friday, 9am– 
4pm with a break for lunch). 
 
Parish Masses: Bishop Estévez has dispensed the 
faithful from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until 
further notice. 
Masks and social distancing are mandatory. 
 Sunday Mass will be celebrated at 9am in the 

church. Masks are required. 
 Saturday Vigil Mass will resume at 4pm. Masks are 

required. 
 Sunday 11am Mass will continue to be streamed on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/smdmcc/) and 
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/user/SMDMCC).  

 Weekday Masses will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 9am in the church. Masks are 
required. 

 High-Risk Individuals—Drive-up communion on 
Wednesdays from 10-11am. 

 Adoration—Wednesday and Friday, 9:30am-2pm. 
 
Visit the parish website for additional information. 
 
Appointments with Fr. Manny: Fr. Manny is available 
by phone Wednesday, 9:30am–12:30 pm, and Thursday 
and Friday 9am–Noon. Call the parish office, 386-439-
2791, to schedule an appointment. 
 
Daily Readings: Daily Mass readings (http://
www.usccb.org/bible/readings) and brief video 
reflections (http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/) are 
available from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
Spiritual Communion: The Church encourages us to 
make an act of ‘spiritual communion’ when we are 
prevented from receiving the Eucharist at Mass: “My 
Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen.” (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 

Rosary by Phone: Join the Legion of Mary daily at 
4:20pm via conference call: 862-799-9790. For more 
information, Contact Steven at jsnandmjn@outlook.com 
or at 215-527-7411. 
 
Diocesan Resources: The Diocese of St. Augustine 
(https://www.dosafl.com/) has a special Coronavirus 
resource page (https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/), 
including links to televised, online, and radio Masses in 
our diocese and beyond. 
 
Magnificat: This monthly publication used for our 
weekday Masses is offering complimentary access 
online (https://us.magnificat.net/free) and via its iOS 
and Android apps. 
 
Laudate: The free Laudate app (iOS and Android) is a 
gateway to many Catholic prayers and other resources. 
 
Formed: FORMED.org has given SMdM limited-time 
free access to its library. It has great resources for all, 
including kids. Click Sign Up; select “I Belong to a Parish 
or Organization;” find Santa Maria Del Mar by parish 
name, address, or zip code; enter your email—and 
you’re in! 
 
Rice Bowl: CRS has instructions for contributing online, 
by phone, and by mail: https://support.crs.org/donate/
change-life-lent-0. Rice bowls will be collected once 
we’re able to assemble again. 
 
Want to help others? You can help others in our 
community by mailing donations to Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul (https://www.facebook.com/
flaglersaintvincentdepaul/), P.O. Box 1328, Flagler Beach 
FL 32136. Contributions for international relief can be 
sent to Catholic Relief Services (https://www.crs.org/). 

Your Offertory Contributions: If at all 
possible, please continue to support Santa 
Maria del Mar by mailing your offerings (checks 
only) to the church (address above) or use our 
convenient online giving system (https://
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748). 

Click on any link (blue highlight) to take you directly to the referenced website. Last updated June 25, 2020. 
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 Many people in our world are hungry and thirsty. This hunger 
and thirst go well beyond physical needs for food, security, and 
shelter. Many are emotionally and spiritually parched, too. Behind 
every act of violence is a soul who hungers. People live with 
relationships that actually starve them. They are abused, 
exploited, disrespected, laughed at, and marginalized. There is a 
lot of confusion and inner pain that needs to be acknowledged and expressed. We all long 
to be understood and loved, even when our inner demons or who I am make it difficult to 
be. Do you live with inner confusion and pain? Folks often wander through life without any 
real direction or purpose and take their cues from what seems satisfying or popular at the 
moment. The deeper dots of our lives can easily remain unconnected, and we can find 
ourselves without grounding, purpose, or real happiness. Life becomes shallow and 
without real purpose as we hunger and thirst for an ultimate love. 
 It’s easier to see the physical hungers and thirsts. We try to respond to these as best we 
can. Much more needs to be done. With all that God’s earth can provide, nobody ought to 
face sleep at night with a belly that’s empty. It’s sinful. It’s unjust. But isn’t all hunger 
unjust? It doesn’t need to be, and it should not be. Just as no one ought to be physically 
hungry and thirsty, there is really no need to be emotionally or spiritually deficient either. 
If we have more privileges at our fingertips, it is easier to try to satisfy our emotional and 
spiritual hungers and thirst by acting on impulse or self-indulgence, carelessly following 
passions, or by seeking self-destructive ways to dull the ache of emptiness. 
 Folks need to know where to look for nourishment and need the right friends to help 
them find it. We may not think that we have enough to respond to and to satisfy all of the 
needs, but we do. It doesn’t take much. Five loaves and two fish provided for a huge 
crowd. With God, all things are possible. Our faith provides the direction for where God’s 
children must go to find the nourishment they seek. It also tells us how to structure life so 
that justice and equity can be a reality for all. It also tells us how to respond to pain, 
sinfulness, and confusion. Come to the water and then help another get there. 

©LPi 

 

FIRST READING: 
Come to me heedfully, 
listen, that you may 
have life. (Is 55:3a) 
 

PSALM: 
The hand of the Lord 
feeds us; he answers 
all our needs. (Ps 145) 
 

SECOND READING: 
For I am convinced 
that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, 
nor present things, 
nor future things, 
nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature 
will be able to 
separate us from the 
love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
(Rom 8:38-39) 
 

GOSPEL: 
Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, and 
looking up to heaven, 
he said the blessing, 
broke the loaves, 
and gave them to the 
disciples, who in turn 
gave them to the 
crowds. They all ate 
and were satisfied. 
(Mt 14:19-20a) 
 
The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses from the 
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 
1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights 
reserved. 

MON   AUGUST  3 
Jer 28:1-17 
Ps 119:29, 43, 
79, 80, 95, 102 
[68b] 
Mt 14:22-36 
 
 
 
 

TUES     AUGUST 4 
ST. JOHN VIANNEY 

Jer 30:1-2, 12-
15, 18-22 
Ps 102:16-18, 
19-21, 29 and 
22-23 [17] 
Mt 14:22-36 or 
Mt 15:1-2, 10-
14 
 

WED      AUGUST 5 
THE DEDICATION OF 
THE BASILICA OF ST. 
MARY MAJOR 

Jer 31:1-7 
Jer 31:10, 11-
12ab, 13 [cf. 
10d] 
Mt 15:21-28 
 
 

THUR   AUGUST 6 
TRANSFIGURATION 
OF THE LORD 

Dn 7:9-10, 13-
14 
Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 
[1a, 9a] 
2 Pt 1:16-19 
Mt 17:1-9 
 
 

FRI   AUGUST 7 
ST. SIXTUS II & 
COMPANIONS 
ST. CAJETAN 

Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 
6-7 
Dt 32:35cd-
36ab, 39abcd, 
41 [39c] 
Mt 16:24-28 
 

SAT  AUGUST 8 
ST. DOMINIC 

Hb 1:12—2:4 
Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 
12-13 [11b] 
Mt 17:14-20 
 
 
 
 
 

SUN AUGUST 9 
19TH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-
13a 
Ps 85:9, 10, 11-
12, 13-14 [8] 
Rom 9:1-5 
Mt 14:22-33 
 



 

Your offering of as little as one 
hour’s wage will help us meet 
our daily needs. 
 

Our parish is grateful for your 
continued support at this time.  
Thank you! Please consider 
making your weekly donation to 
Santa Maria del Mar online at:  

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748  

Keep up-to-date on 
announcements from  

the Diocese of  
St. Augustine regarding 

COVID-19 here:  
www.dosafl.com/

coronavirus/ 

 

 
 
 

 The Finance Council Members are: Toney Altieri (Chair), Sue Altieri, John 
Bangert (Parish Council Chair), Cindy Ser, Jim Jacobs, Larry Kuchta, Mary 
Pulick, Jack Pulick. 
 The Council meets on a quarterly basis (four times a year) as required by 
Canon Law and mandated by the Diocese of St. Augustine. The members of 
the Finance Council are appointed by the pastor to oversee financial 
operations of the parish. They advise on the budget, provide input on 
handling unexpected occurrences (hurricanes, etc.), and oversee handling of 
collected funds. The Finance Council assists in the completion of the diocesan 
questionnaire. Additionally, every four years external audit firms conduct a 
standard statistical audit. The results are provided to the Pastor, reviewed by 
the Finance Council and the Diocesan Fiscal Office.  
 Yearly the council offers a parish budget report to the congregation at 
each Mass and it is also printed in the bulletin. This clarifies to parishioners 
the income and expenses of the parish. In all ways the Parish Finance Council 
take seriously their role of stewardship in ensuring that the parish operates 
smoothly and is being accountable and transparent. 
 By becoming part of the Council an individual is offering their talent in 
financial matters, time to meet and deliberate together and clearly how best 
to manage the offerings (treasure) of parishioners. We recognize your 
dedication and thank you for accepting this mission of being a member of the 
Finance Council. 

 

 What familiar accounts 
have been offered to us 
today of events in Jesus’s 
ministry. The bountiful array 
of the symbols of water, 
wine, milk, bread, fish, etc., 
are all items that are 
necessary for our physical 
well-being. 
 But most of all, Jesus 
offered healings, blessings, 
and guidelines of how to live 
our life. An invitation has 
been extended to us to 
come to Jesus. No money, 
only listen and your soul 
shall have everlasting life.  
 Show mercy, compassion, 
be patient, merciful, 
generous and forgiving as 
true Stewardship shines 
through all of us. 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/


Introduction 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
by direction of the bishop, the Santa 
Maria del Mar parish buildings closed on 
March 20, 2020. Fr. Manny and the 
parish staff worked extremely hard to 
maintain pastoral care—online Masses, 
prayer, and spiritual counseling—in the 
following days. Maintaining these 
services required creativity in finding 
and implementing new ways to minister 
to our congregation. 
 We, the Parish Council, heard a few 
wonderful stories about how some of 
our parish ministries also adapted to 
keep their ministries active during the 
time when our buildings were closed 
and most parishioners were effectively 
sheltered in place. We decided to invite 
all parish ministry leaders to tell us their 
stories so that we could share them with 
our entire community. We asked the 
leaders how they were able to keep their 
ministry active; their successes and their 
challenges. 
 We suspected that many ministry 
leaders would have a good-news story 
to tell, and we weren’t disappointed. We 
learned that in addition to the incredible 
work that our pastor and staff did to 
keep the parish active, our ministries 
quietly contributed to that as well. You 
can read their stories here over the next 
few weeks. 
 

The Santa Maria del Mar Catholic 
Church Parish Council 

Lizbeth Alicea, Toney Altieri (Chair, Finance 
Council), John Bangert (Chair), John Check, 
Margie Check (Secretary), Julie Low (Vice 
Chair), Bryant Perszyk, Diane Postemski, 
Tim Postemski 
 

 
There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the 
same Spirit; there are 

different forms of 
service but the same 

Lord; there are different 
workings but the same 

God who produces all of 
them in everyone. 

(1 Cor 12:4-6) 

Centering Prayer Group 
(Susan McBride) 
 

 The Centering Prayer Group usually 
meets at the Learning Center. The 
changes that COVID-19 has invited us 
to make have called for creativity and 
flexibility. Our CP group has been 
meeting on Zoom for the past 3½ 
months. At the beginning it was a little 
challenging, but for the most part we 
have worked out the bugs and our 
group has become very “Zoom savvy.” 
We have about 18 active members in our group but not all of them 
have wanted to participate in the Zoom meetings. However, on a 
regular basis we have between 12 and 14 members who join our 
Zoom meeting every week. We have been able to maintain our 
regular schedule of prayer, Sacred Sharing and a time of enrichment 
and Lectio Divina, meeting together from 10-11:30am. We all have 
agreed to reach out and stay connected via phone or email or card 
to those who have not chosen to join us on Zoom. While we were all 
under stay-at-home orders we instituted a second meeting time on 
Friday mornings to just get together and share our struggles and 
thoughts over coffee. That meeting was also well attended with an 
average of 8 to 10 every week. But since things have opened up, we 
are still meeting every other week but have fewer attendees. At the 
request of some of our members, we began a book study group 
meeting every other week opposite the get-together time.   

 We are all looking forward to the day when we can again safely 
meet face-to-face. But in this liminal space, we are so very grateful 
for the Zoom platform and all the technology that helps us to stay 
informed and connected. 
 

Hospitality Ministry 
(Maria Flake / Terry Coviello) 
 
 We are temporarily on hiatus but 
still connected to the Parish family. 
During the pandemic crisis, the 
Hospitality members have kept in 
contact with emails, telephone calls, 
and even mailings to a few. We have 
tried to keep the members updated on 
the news of the parish including liturgy 
opportunities, parish staff, and how to stay in contact with the parish 
and Father Manny. We look forward to the time when we can be 
more actively involved and how we will be involved in the “new 
norm.” 

 We have always closed our memos to members by answering the 
question of “when.” “In God’s good time.” Whatever God’s plan is, we 
all will be part of it. 

A  l o o k  a t  h o w  S M D M ’ s  M i n i s t r i e s  a r e  a d a p t i n g  



ATTENTION: The Diocese of St. Augustine treats all allegations of sexual 
misconduct seriously and deals with all allegations in a prompt, 
confidential, and thorough manner. To Report Abuse, call the police or 
the Department of Children & Families at (800) 962-2873. Or call the 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator at (904) 208-6979 or email 
inquiries@dosafl.com. To report abuse by a bishop, call (800) 276-1562 
or visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

 

August 3 
Susan Altieri, Elijah Buitrago,  

Pasquale Compierchio, Davide DiSpirto,  
Mia Goodwin, Kim Gridley,  

Christa Keiser, Lynn Kleinschmit,  
Joseph Leap, Alice Kasm Patrick,  

Jose Queredo, Joseph Ronan,  
Jordan Stevens, Mark Valenti,  

Manfred Weiss  
 

August 4 
Patricia Buckel, Thomas Carpino,  

Maryanne Cummings, Barbara Darcy, 
Richard Jenkins, Gail Rosa,  

Logan Winfree  
 

August 5 
Maureen DeGiulio, Tyler Fobian,  
Frank Palermino, Yvette Raszi,  

Hannah Wallace, Don Worthington  
 

August 6 
Alison Armstrong, Colleen Conklin,  
Marcella Covitt, Janet Czajkowski,  
Tatiana Do Amaral, Lucy Lettieri,  

Robert Rinaldi, Drew Ronan,  
Zebulun White, James Wingo Jr.,  

Ava Zublionis  
 

August 7 
Nicholas Cucco, Nicholas Cucco Jr.,  

Jenny Dinger, Stephen Eisele, 
James Farrell, Gerard Forte,  

Lucianne Kamalsky, Julie Low,  
Jay Neyer, James Noecker,  

Alexis Pressley, Michael Rosamonda  
 

August 8 
Cyriacus Alcindor, Anthony Capece,  
Michael Covitt, Carrolyn Delarosby,  

Marilyn Descoteaux, John Feind,  
Anthony Infante, Kaylee Kuchta,  

Deborah Limuti, Jack Mackay,  
Patricia Maloney, Connor McLean, 

Clara Nicosia, Hanna Radford,  
Addison Rio, Stacey Robinson,  

Conner Rosamonda, Nancy Rosenstock, 
Lawrence Stapelton, John Van Kooten  

 

August 9 
Catherine Andersen, Thomas Botelho, 

Lincoln Brown, Thomas Burger,  
Teresa Chrzanowski, Frederico Ciaburri, 

Kelly Coe, Michael Dolce,  
Irene Donaghy, Jenna Evans,  
Angela Garcia, Nancy Gillin,  
Cheryl Hook, Maria Howell,  

Gracelina Medeiros, Edward Novalis, 
Cristina Pelose, Nicholas Petraglia Jr., 

Susan Quatela, Aaliyah Sa,  
Janessa Tumminello, Jodi Williams 

 

 The Legion of Mary is one of the 
largest lay apostolic associations in 
the Catholic Church, with several 
million members serving in most 
countries of the world. 
 The goal of the Legion is to make 
its members better Catholics – 
through a balanced program of 
prayer and service in union with the 
Holy Spirit as He operates through 
Mary, the Mother of the Church. 
 Our members participate in the 
life of the parish by visiting families, 
the sick (both in their homes, 
nursing homes, and hospitals), and 
by collaborating with other ministries in any apostolic undertakings 
sponsored by the Parish.   
 Our members meet weekly for prayer, spiritual reflection, 
discussion, and planning in a family atmosphere. Then, we are 
assigned an apostolic work and report back the following week.  
 We are currently meeting virtually each Friday at 10:30am. 
For more information and sign-on details, contact Steven Neyer 
at 215-527-7411. 

Bottled water production is a source of pollution that can be 
very easily combated by drinking tap water (or water from 
your refrigerator dispenser). If you decide to use a plastic 
bottle that you already have, that’s fine. If not, a stainless 
steel bottle is great because it is durable. Bottles made of 
glass are also a good choice. 



 Col. Andrew Morgado (US 
Army) 

 Jay Matthews (US Navy) 
 Sgt. Benjamin Wurtz (US 

Army/Ft. Hood, TX) 
 Honor Otmar (US Air Force) 
 Matthew Callegari (USCG) 
 Jayson Trucksess (US Navy)  
 Chief Gregory Worman (US 

Navy) 
 Joshua Raffaele (USMC) 
 Rachel Mincey (US Navy)   
 LCDR Brandon Aten (USCG) 
 Joseph Otmar (USMC) 
 Casey Henrikson (US Navy) 
 Chad M.R. Schuch (US Air 

Force) 
 Emma J. Schuch (US Navy) 
 Col. Daniel O’Connor (USMC) 
 Sgt. Sean Collins (US Army) 
 Michael Martins (USMC) 
 Dr. Nick Patellis (NG/Kuwait) 
 Justin Smallwood (USMC) 
 ENS Barret Manfre (US 

Navy/USS San Diego 
 LCDR Shaun Kersey (US 

Navy/Bahrain) 
 Bryan Donohue (USMC) 
 

If you have a family member in the 
military and would like us to pray for 
them, call the parish office to have 
their name added to the bulletin, or 
email your request to Christine 
Sudano at christine@smdmcc.org. 
Please advise when a person above is 
no longer deployed so we can 
remove their name from our list. God 
bless them all & continue to pray for 
them! 

 Richard Ackerman 
 Joyce Aitkens 
 Blake Alberto 
 Lisa Alberto 
 Lou Ambrosia 
 Jim Anderson 
 Lisa Anello 
 Kevin Baird 
 Stephen Barnier, Sr. 
 Michelle Barrett 
 Alyssa Barth 
 Tracy Barth 
 Judith Batson 
 Nancie Bennett 
 Ivan Berke 
 George Betz 
 John Bladel Jr. 
 Victor Bordonaro 
 Lorraine Bouillon 
 Mary Bowe 
 Bryan Bowman 
 McField Bowman 
 Pat Brandt 
 Betty Ann Brennan 
 Jim Brogan 
 Ralph Buchanan 
 Kim Burt 
 Marlene Bushnoe 
 Bryon Campbell 
 Bruce Carey 
 Dellis Carey 
 Roger Carey Sr. 
 Roger Carey Jr. 
 Ryan Cavanaugh 
 Gerald Chabon 
 Joe Chiarello 
 David Cobb 
 Billy Corrigan 
 Mike Coyle 
 Joshua Cummings 
 Marlene Curtain 
 Regina Cush 
 Mary Dardzinksi 
 H. Lee Dasch Jr. 
 Nina Davis 
 Katiana DeCayette 
 Fred DeFelice 
 Louise Derita 
 Denise Diamond 
 Larry Doege 
 Renee Donaghy 
 Thomas Donaghy Sr. 
 Donna 
 Robert DuLong 
 Marie & Alfred Durand 
 Isaiah Estrada 
 Greg Everett 
 Tony Favara 
 Ariel Fenner 
 Candice Fenner 

 Judy Fields 
 Jonah Finn 
 Steven Fitzgerald 
 Greg Flake 
 Elizabeth Flohr 
 Terry Footit 
 Michael Forte 
 Fr. Dismiss 
 Fr. Pervaiz 
 Lou Freda 
 Frank Garcia 
 Jeff Gearhart 
 Scott Giguere 
 John Gormley 
 Gladys Grant 
 James Green 
 James Greene 
 Nancy Greene 
 Roger Gronert 
 Susan Gronert 
 Catherine Mary Gubicza 
 Steve Gubicza 
 Roe & Hal Hanson 
 Jacob Hardin 
 Rose Harvey 
 Tony Hassert 
 Lucas Healy 
 Mike Hewson 
 Lori Ann Hines 
 Janet Holland 
 William Ilavsky 
 Wayne Kellenberger & 

Family 
 Jim Kitchen 
 Marty Klein 
 Ann Kozanecki 
 Andrew Kozer 
 Frances Kozer 
 Larry Kuchta 
 James T. Lainge 
 John Lappke 
 Gerald LaRosa 
 Anna Lavrador 
 Deborah Lepley 
 Doris Lessig 
 Pat Lopez 
 Veronica Lyons 
 Beverly & Sam Maggio 
 Dina Mancuso 
 Frank Mancuso 
 TR Mancuso 
 Garo Maroutian 
 Linda Maxwell 
 James B. McCallen 
 Damien McFadden 
 Elle McFadden 
 James McMonagle 
 Tom McNally 
 McPartland 
 Victor Mele 

 Marisol Melendez 
 Joseph T. Milici 
 Tiesha Miller 
 Deacon Mike Moody 
 Alvina Moore 
 Barbara Motta 
 Mary Ann Murphy 
 Joyce Needelman 
 Margee Netzer-Zito 
 Mary Nolleman 
 Barbara O’Keefe 
 Luisa Olivo 
 Laura O’Shea 
 Terry Parenteau 
 Vincenzo Perrone 
 Hannah Pica 
 Karen Pisan 
 Vincent Positano 
 Thomas Quinn 
 Vincent Rafaelle 
 Jayce Ramage 
 Robert Rizzo 
 Stuart Rockett 
 Connie Rotondi 
 Barbara Royere 
 John Rybacki 
 Val Sabia 
 Jack Salisbury 
 Amanda Schark 
 Helga Schroeder 
 Scott 
 Michael Sheridan III 
 Millie Sikorski 
 Rich Small 
 David Smith 
 Gracie Smith 
 St. Paul’s Monastery 

Priest 
 Gina Stokes 
 Mary Stowe 
 Ellen Streblow 
 Stephen Sullivan 
 Catherine Sveda 
 Jim Szymanski 
 Mary Jo Tinney 
 Eugene Tontodonato 
 Dave Torma 
 Jennifer Triano 
 Stephen Troxwell & 

Family 
 Juan Vega 
 Alda Vilar 
 Carolyn Webb 
 Deidre Williamson 
 Mary-Ann Woika 
 Carol Woodard 
 Annette Zabetakis 
 Grant Ziegler 

Heal us, Lord, and we shall be healed; save us, and we shall be saved; for it is You we praise. 
Send relief and healing for all our diseases, our sufferings and our wounds; for You are a 
merciful and faithful healer. Blessed are You Lord, who heals the sick. 

Receive, Lord, in tranquility and peace, the souls of your servants who have 
departed out of this present life to be with you. Give them the life that knows 
no age, the good things that do not pass away; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Robert Steele 



 

 A modern-age theory is that the miracle in 
the today’s Gospel was really a moment of 
people sharing their resources. This theoretical 
explanation works against the importance of 
the miracle Christ performed.  
 God promises to satisfy us. The trick, though, 
is to remember that God knows what is going to 
be best for us and what will truly satisfy us. We 
were reminded of that in the verse before the 
Gospel; needs in this world are good to fill, but 
they pale in comparison to the grace with which 
God wants to fill us.  
 The prophet Isaiah speaks of the rich food 
God offers us. The rich food and drink He offers 
is, first and foremost, His grace. That grace 
begins in the sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist. Jesus’ miracle in the Gospel is meant 
to point us toward the Eucharist. Notice that His 
actions with the loaves match the Last Supper, 
“blessed … broke … gave.”  
 Pray for the grace to follow God’s will for your 
life. One way to feel satisfied with what God 
gives us is to ask Him to help us know His will. 
This can be a frightening prayer, but it is one 
that will help us truly experience the happiness 
God wants for us. When we align our will to that 
of God, we can stop spending money on things 
that do not truly satisfy us. We can, instead, 
focus on what will make us truly and eternally 
happy.  
 Sometimes we can feel like we have fallen 
away from God’s love, like He does not see and 

love us anymore. St. Paul admits to this 
temptation, but also confesses that this is 
impossible. If we truly believe in God’s power 
and love, we can remember that nothing 
whatsoever, “nothing in all creation,” can 
remove us from His love. It is always shining on 
us like the sun. Sometimes, though, we fall away 
or turn from Him and put an umbrella over our 
heads. In these moments, all we have to do is 
step from under it (go to confession) to return 
to His love. 

 Discover the keys to a smoother, more joyful and 
loving relationship as a married couple. God desires 
more for your marriage than you can imagine!!! 
 Come join us and make a Diocesan Marriage 
Renewal Weekend (DMR) to renew, revitalize and 
restore your oneness with each other and God that 
He planned for you from the beginning. 
 The next weekend is August 21-23, 2020. Come 
and relax together on the beautiful St. John's River at 
the newly renovated and sanitized Marywood 
Retreat Center with all the social distancing 
protocols. 
 Call Jerry and Anne Webster at 904-268-3758 to 
sign up, or for more information, try visiting our 
website: www.dmrjax.org. If not now....when? You'll 
thank each other for sharing this very special and 
private time together.  

 The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Santa Maria Del 
Mar Conference is happy to announce our renovated 
“Nearly New” Thrift Store is now open!!  
 The interior of the store has a new look and feel. The 
“Nearly New” Thrift Store continues to sell “newly new” 
donated goods such as clothing and household items, 
at a low price to raise money for the struggling families 
in Flagler County.  
 Volunteers are always needed and welcome!! 
Applications available at the store during our summer 
hours.  
 Annually, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Santa 
Maria del Mar Conference, helps over 600 families in 
Flagler County with basic living needs such as utility 
bills and emergency food needs.  
 Stop in and say hello! Don’t forget your mask! 

The “Nearly New” Thrift Store  
400 S. Daytona Ave 

Flagler Beach  
Open 10am-3pm Mon, Wed, & Sat  

386-439-0071 

WHO WILL SEPARATE US? 

http://www.dmrjax.org/

