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Parish Office: The parish office is open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am-4pm with a break for lunch. All other buildings are 
closed until further notice. Please see Mass schedule 
below: 
 
Parish Masses: Bishop Estévez has dispensed the 
faithful from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until 
further notice. 
Masks and social distancing are mandatory. 
 Sunday Mass will be celebrated at 9am in the 

church. Masks are required. 
 Saturday Vigil Mass will resume at 4pm. Masks are 

required. 
 Sunday 11am Mass will continue to be streamed on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/smdmcc/) and 
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/user/SMDMCC).  

 Weekday Masses will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 9am in the church. Masks are 
required. 

 High-Risk Individuals—Drive-up communion on 
Wednesdays from 10-11am. 

 Adoration—Wednesday and Friday, 9:30am-2pm. 
 
Visit the parish website for additional information. 
 
Appointments with Fr. Manny: Fr. Manny is available 
by phone Wednesday, 9:30am–12:30pm, and Thursday 
and Friday 9am–Noon. Call the parish office, 386-439-
2791, to schedule an appointment. 
 
Daily Readings: Daily Mass readings (http://
www.usccb.org/bible/readings) and brief video 
reflections (http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/) are 
available from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
Spiritual Communion: The Church encourages us to 
make an act of ‘spiritual communion’ when we are 
prevented from receiving the Eucharist at Mass: “My 
Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen.” (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 
 

Rosary by Phone: Join the Legion of Mary daily at 
4:20pm via conference call: 862-799-9790. For more 
information, Contact Steven at jsnandmjn@outlook.com 
or at 215-527-7411. 
 
Diocesan Resources: The Diocese of St. Augustine 
(https://www.dosafl.com/) has a special Coronavirus 
resource page (https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/), 
including links to televised, online, and radio Masses in 
our diocese and beyond. 
 
Magnificat: This monthly publication used for our 
weekday Masses is offering complimentary access 
online (https://us.magnificat.net/free) and via its iOS 
and Android apps. 
 
Laudate: The free Laudate app (iOS and Android) is a 
gateway to many Catholic prayers and other resources. 
 
Formed: FORMED.org has given SMdM limited-time 
free access to its library. It has great resources for all, 
including kids. Click Sign Up; select “I Belong to a Parish 
or Organization;” find Santa Maria Del Mar by parish 
name, address, or zip code; enter your email—and 
you’re in! 
 
Rice Bowl: CRS has instructions for contributing online, 
by phone, and by mail: https://support.crs.org/donate/
change-life-lent-0. Rice bowls will be collected once 
we’re able to assemble again. 
 
Want to help others? You can help others in our 
community by mailing donations to Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul (https://www.facebook.com/
flaglersaintvincentdepaul/), P.O. Box 1328, Flagler Beach 
FL 32136. Contributions for international relief can be 
sent to Catholic Relief Services (https://www.crs.org/). 

Your Offertory Contributions: If at all 
possible, please continue to support Santa 
Maria del Mar by mailing your offerings (checks 
only) to the church (address above) or use our 
convenient online giving system (https://
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748). 

Click on any link (blue highlight) to take you directly to the referenced website. Last updated July 31, 2020.  

Santa Maria del Mar Catholic Church 
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 Be still and know that I am God. Silence is sacred. Silence 
speaks the language of the soul and is the foundation of all life 
and eternity itself. Silence takes us beyond the limits of our minds 
and allows us to seek and to love the essence of all love, perfect 
love, and being. In silence, we can be non-verbally present to 
things and to God in ways that words cannot accomplish. We can 
discover, encounter, and be present to truths that our minds struggle to conceive and 
then set aside the boxes we put around things when comprehending them is challenging. 
We can know the unknowable and touch eternity when we encounter the core silence in 
our souls. 
 We can do this even on a noisy street and in the midst of the greatest distraction. Once 
we have made friends with silence, the rambling noise of the world no longer seems to 
matter, and we can carry a deep forgiving peace within us, even when physical silence 
cannot be found. We know that we are loved, cared for, sustained, nourished, embraced, 
and carried. There is nothing to fear in silence, and I can be present to myself in the same 
way that God is present to me. I can see myself as God sees me. All of my faults, 
weaknesses, imperfections, failings, and sinfulness melt away in the abundance of God’s 
mercy. All of the worldly things we see as being important no longer are. 
 It is in silence that all of the barriers that divide us disappear. There is no more “yours” 
and “mine” but only the oneness of “ours.” There is no longer a need to “figure things out,” 
and we tap into our desire to simply let things be. Silence is creative and powerful and 
gives us hope. Silence is God’s greatest blessing. God became one with humanity in 
silence. It allows us to be one with all of creation, with the moon and the stars and all of 
the creatures God has made. The smallest particle of creation radiates with beauty. Silence 
allows us to soar beyond ourselves and connect in ways that the mind can only imagine. 
When all is quiet, we begin to see that it is only our fear that keeps us from the Lord. It is 
our fear that causes us to sink and to fail. We can hear the gentle whisper that tells us to 
reach for God’s hand. We discover that we yearn for the salvation and wholeness that only 
God can give to us. Be still my soul and be at peace. 

©LPi 

 

FIRST READING: 
“Go outside and stand 
on the mountain 
before the LORD; the 
LORD will be passing 
by.” (1 Kgs 11a) 
 

PSALM: 
Lord, let us see your 
kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. (Ps 85) 
 

SECOND READING: 
For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed 
and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my 
own people, my 
kindred according to 
the flesh. (Rom 9:3) 
 

GOSPEL: 
Peter got out of the 
boat and began to 
walk on the water 
toward Jesus. But 
when he saw how 
strong the wind was 
he became frightened; 
and, beginning to sink, 
he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!”  
(Mt 14:29-30) 
 
 
The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses from the 
Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 
1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights 
reserved. 

MON          AUG 10 
ST. LAWRENCE 

2 Cor 9:6-10 
Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 
7-8, 9 [5] 
Jn 12:24-26 
 
 
 

 
 

TUES            AUG 11 
ST. CLARE 

Ez 2:8—3:4 
Ps 119:14, 24, 
72, 103, 111, 
131 [103a] 
Mt 18:1-5, 10, 
12-14 

 
 
 

WED            AUG 12 
ST. JANE FRANCES  
DE CHANTAL 

Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-
22 
Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 
5-6 [4b] 
Mt 18:15-20 
 
 
 

THUR          AUG 13 
STS. PONTIAN & 
HIPPOLYTUS 

Ez 12:1-12 
Ps 78:56-57, 58-
59, 61-62 [cf. 
7b] 
Mt 18:21—19:1 
 

 
 

FRI        AUG 14 
ST. MAXIMILIAN 
KOLBE 

Ez 16:1-15, 60, 
63 or 16:59-63 
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 
5-6 [1c] 
Mt 19:3-12 
 
 
 

SAT       AUG 15 
THE ASSUMPTION 
OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGINMARY 

Rv 11:19a; 12:1
-6a, 10ab 
Ps 45:10, 11, 
12, 16 [10bc] 
1 Cor 15:20-27 
Lk 1:39-56 
 

SUN      AUG 16 
20TH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

Is 56:1, 6-7 
Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 
8 [4] 
Rom 11:13-15, 
29-32 
Mt 15:21-28 



 

Your offering of as little as one 
hour’s wage will help us meet 
our daily needs. 
 

Our parish is grateful for your 
continued support at this time.  
Thank you! Please consider 
making your weekly donation to 
Santa Maria del Mar online at:  
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748  

Keep up-to-date on 
announcements from  

the Diocese of  
St. Augustine regarding 

COVID-19 here:  
www.dosafl.com/

coronavirus/ 

 

 
 
 

 The Finance Council Members are: Toney Altieri (Chair), Sue Altieri, John 
Bangert (Parish Council Chair), Cindy Ser, Jim Jacobs, Larry Kuchta, Mary 
Pulick, Jack Pulick. 
 The Council meets on a quarterly basis (four times a year) as required by 
Canon Law and mandated by the Diocese of St. Augustine. The members of 
the Finance Council are appointed by the pastor to oversee financial 
operations of the parish. They advise on the budget, provide input on 
handling unexpected occurrences (hurricanes, etc.), and oversee handling of 
collected funds. The Finance Council assists in the completion of the diocesan 
questionnaire. Additionally, every four years external audit firms conduct a 
standard statistical audit. The results are provided to the Pastor, reviewed by 
the Finance Council and the Diocesan Fiscal Office.  
 Yearly the council offers a parish budget report to the congregation at 
each Mass and it is also printed in the bulletin. This clarifies to parishioners 
the income and expenses of the parish. In all ways the Parish Finance Council 
take seriously their role of stewardship in ensuring that the parish operates 
smoothly and is being accountable and transparent. 
 By becoming part of the Council an individual is offering their talent in 
financial matters, time to meet and deliberate together and clearly how best 
to manage the offerings (treasure) of parishioners. We recognize your 
dedication and thank you for accepting this mission of being a member of the 
Finance Council. 

 
 The challenge today is not 
something catastrophic like a 
hurricane, fire or wrath but to 
recognize gentleness in a cool 
breeze or wind on your face. Speak 
peace to all whose hearts need to 
be changed with the tenderness of 
Jesus Christ. 
 “Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid”, says the Lord. Aren’t we 
obliged to follow this command? 
 Attempt what might seem 
impossible (as Peter trying to walk 
on water) and be assured that if 
your faith grows weak and you are 
overwhelmed, Jesus will stretch out 
a hand and rescue you from fear 
and indecision. 
 Our Lord walks with all who 
ask. Identify someone who is asking 
for a stretched out hand. Embrace 
what is necessary regardless of the 
want; show Stewardship! Have faith 
in what you can do with God’s help. 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/


Introduction 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
by direction of the bishop, the Santa 
Maria del Mar parish buildings closed on 
March 20, 2020. Fr. Manny and the 
parish staff worked extremely hard to 
maintain pastoral care—online Masses, 
prayer, and spiritual counseling—in the 
following days. Maintaining these 
services required creativity in finding 
and implementing new ways to minister 
to our congregation. 
 We, the Parish Council, heard a few 
wonderful stories about how some of 
our parish ministries also adapted to 
keep their ministries active during the 
time when our buildings were closed 
and most parishioners were effectively 
sheltered in place. We decided to invite 
all parish ministry leaders to tell us their 
stories so that we could share them with 
our entire community. We asked the 
leaders how they were able to keep their 
ministry active; their successes and their 
challenges. 
 We suspected that many ministry 
leaders would have a good-news story 
to tell, and we weren’t disappointed. We 
learned that in addition to the incredible 
work that our pastor and staff did to 
keep the parish active, our ministries 
quietly contributed to that as well. You 
can read their stories here over the next 
few weeks. 
 

The Santa Maria del Mar Catholic 
Church Parish Council 

Lizbeth Alicea, Toney Altieri (Chair, Finance 
Council), John Bangert (Chair), John Check, 
Margie Check (Secretary), Julie Low (Vice 
Chair), Bryant Perszyk, Diane Postemski, 
Tim Postemski 
 

 
There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the 
same Spirit; there are 

different forms of 
service but the same 

Lord; there are different 
workings but the same 

God who produces all of 
them in everyone. 

(1 Cor 12:4-6) 

Legion of Mary 
(Steven Neyer) 
 

 The complete shutdown of the parish due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak obviously presented a 
challenge. Regular meetings and all active work 
assignments were effectively ended. A luncheon for 
Auxiliary members planned for April was cancelled, 
negating hours of work generating letters, emails, 
and phone calls. Two Active members needed to revert to Auxiliary 
status to focus on personal obligations. 
 Our initial responses, taken on an interim basis (but still ongoing), 
were to: 1) initiate a daily (seven days a week) teleconference Rosary to 
keep members connected and united in prayer, 2) distribute (via e-mail) 
on a weekly basis to active members links to a collection of articles 
relating to Apologetics, Marian devotion, and Spirituality (with 
summaries and excerpts), and 3) distribute as received any updates/
articles received from Father Manny or other Parish ministries. 
 While the daily telecon Rosary was originally envisioned for active 
Legionaries, various members took the initiative to invite other 
interested Parishioners, such that the daily participants are now 50/50 
active Legionaries and others. 
 Subsequent responses: 1) We contacted our three major Nursing 
Facilities to inquire as to their circumstances and to offer any assistance 
deemed prudent and compliant with local authorities. Two accepted our 
offers to drop off reading materials and devotional items. 2) We began 
weekly meetings using Zoom videoconference technology. 3) Auxiliary 
members of the Legion were contacted via e-mail, and 4) a Legion of 
Mary notice was placed in the Parish Bulletin (with the valuable 
assistance of the Parish Office). 
 

Parish Council 
 

 The Parish Council met online via Zoom on April 
23, May 21, and June 11. Most of the discussions at 
these meetings were on the parish’s work to 
provide pastoral services during the closure of the 
church buildings, and the gradual restoration of live 
Masses and services. We relayed to ministry 
leaders Fr. Manny’s announcements, recognizing 
that this was an effective way for getting the news 
out to ministry members, who in turn could share it 
with friends. We continued work, albeit in a reduced mode, on our 
active projects: 
 A system, which we call The Listening Post, to give parishioners a 

convenient way to communicate with the Council. 
 A new way to re-establish important contact links to the parish 

ministries that won’t expose ministry leaders’ personal contact 
information. 

 A new pastoral plan for the parish based on the pastoral vision of our 
bishop, Fr. Manny, and our parishioners. We are working on ways to 
solicit the parishioner input to the plan. 

 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of Santa Maria Del Mar parish. We’ve 
started to think about ways to celebrate this important milestone. 

More information on these projects will be shared with the entire parish 
in the days to come. 

A  l o o k  a t  h o w  S M D M ’ s  M i n i s t r i e s  a r e  a d a p t i n g  



ATTENTION: The Diocese of St. Augustine treats all allegations of sexual 
misconduct seriously and deals with all allegations in a prompt, 
confidential, and thorough manner. To Report Abuse, call the police or 
the Department of Children & Families at (800) 962-2873. Or call the 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator at (904) 208-6979 or email 
inquiries@dosafl.com. To report abuse by a bishop, call (800) 276-1562 
or visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

 

August 10 
Elizabeth Caruso, Douglas D’Angelo,  

Ana Garcia, Tom Hanlon,  
Evonne Ligeiro, Susan Luz,  

Joanna Maple, Aiden Massaro,  
Alvina Moore, Kristen O’Hara,  

Kayley Richards, Jose Rodriguez,  
Richard Schaefer, Victor Silva,  

Melissa Yorio  
 

August 11 
James Anderson, Josette Caronna,  
Regina DeLello, Cassandra Hunter,  
Heather Karbowsky, Jack Kemper,  
Thomas Kline, Richard Messina,  

Rosemary Parrey, Christopher Saceda,  
Jeremy Sanders, Robert Vidor,  
Keith Wilmot, Maria Yoppolo  

 

August 12 
Juan Alvarado, Maria Aponte-Rivera,  

Cody Bertola, Kenny Bethea,  
Victor Dacosta, Christilee Fox,  
Johnny Hanlon, Suzanne Lind,  

Mikayla McDermott, Charlotte O’Connor,  
Aileen Quintero, Gary Roberts,  

Colleen Sparrow  
 

August 13 
Eric Avella, Suzette Barnacz,  
Ronald Coyle, Tricia Culligan,  

Phoebes Doctora, Marie Flume,  
Roberta Hanlon, William Jutras,  

Ashley Mesmer, Rosemary Petruzzelli,  
Kyrie Robinson, Robert Spetsas  

 

August 14 
Joseph Abitante, Anthony Cabellaro,  
Guy DeLuca, Cathleen LaFountaine,  

Aubrey Merckling, Vincenzo Perrone,  
David Rogers, Robert Schwarzlow,  

Ronald Wolak  
 

August 15 
Steven Axne, Jay Brennan,  

Michael Chiumento, Delia Lambert, 
Alexander Machado, Tarcisio Ocoy,  

Louise Porter, Paul Roux,  
Richard Rubin, Ana Smith,  

Lindsey Sperber, Brian Stevens,  
Ann Vesper, Samuel Vierengel  

 

August 16 
Gianfranco Bellomusto, Steven Danyus, 

Brenda Desmond, Victor Diaz,  
Rodney Fleischmann, Gertrude Ford,  

Nancy Gasper, Eduardo Gonzalez,  
Janet Hofer, Katie Jakubowski,  

Lloyd Murphy, Denise Portuallo,  
Lynn Proud, Aileen Rodriguez,  

Maritza Velazquez, Priscilla Wolff,  
Robert Wuerstlin 

 

 The Legion of Mary is one of the 
largest lay apostolic associations in 
the Catholic Church, with several 
million members serving in most 
countries of the world. 
 The goal of the Legion is to make 
its members better Catholics – 
through a balanced program of 
prayer and service in union with the 
Holy Spirit as He operates through 
Mary, the Mother of the Church. 
 Our members participate in the 
life of the parish by visiting families, 
the sick (both in their homes, 
nursing homes, and hospitals), and 
by collaborating with other ministries in any apostolic undertakings 
sponsored by the Parish.   
 Our members meet weekly for prayer, spiritual reflection, 
discussion, and planning in a family atmosphere. Then, we are 
assigned an apostolic work and report back the following week.  
 We are currently meeting virtually each Friday at 10:30am. 
For more information and sign-on details, contact Steven Neyer 
at 215-527-7411. 

During the day, a great way to help our environment is 
to rely mostly on natural light, which means that if you 
open your blinds or shades and not use artificial light 
you will be able to reduce pollution. Also, a great way to 
do that is to turn off the light when you are not using a 
room during the night. The same goes for TVs, 
computers and radios.  



 Col. Andrew Morgado (US 
Army) 

 Jay Matthews (US Navy) 
 Sgt. Benjamin Wurtz (US 

Army/Ft. Hood, TX) 
 Honor Otmar (US Air Force) 
 Matthew Callegari (USCG) 
 Jayson Trucksess (US Navy)  
 Chief Gregory Worman (US 

Navy) 
 Joshua Raffaele (USMC) 
 Rachel Mincey (US Navy)   
 LCDR Brandon Aten (USCG) 
 Joseph Otmar (USMC) 
 Casey Henrikson (US Navy) 
 Chad M.R. Schuch (US Air 

Force) 
 Emma J. Schuch (US Navy) 
 Col. Daniel O’Connor (USMC) 
 Sgt. Sean Collins (US Army) 
 Michael Martins (USMC) 
 Dr. Nick Patellis (NG/Kuwait) 
 Justin Smallwood (USMC) 
 ENS Barret Manfre (US 

Navy/USS San Diego 
 LCDR Shaun Kersey (US 

Navy/Bahrain) 
 Bryan Donohue (USMC) 
 

If you have a family member in the 
military and would like us to pray for 
them, call the parish office to have 
their name added to the bulletin, or 
email your request to Christine 
Sudano at christine@smdmcc.org. 
Please advise when a person above is 
no longer deployed so we can 
remove their name from our list. God 
bless them all & continue to pray for 
them! 

 Richard Ackerman 
 Joyce Aitkens 
 Blake Alberto 
 Lisa Alberto 
 Lou Ambrosia 
 Jim Anderson 
 Lisa Anello 
 Kevin Baird 
 Stephen Barnier, Sr. 
 Michelle Barrett 
 Alyssa Barth 
 Tracy Barth 
 Judith Batson 
 Nancie Bennett 
 Ivan Berke 
 George Betz 
 John Bladel Jr. 
 Victor Bordonaro 
 Mary Bowe 
 Bryan Bowman 
 McField Bowman 
 Pat Brandt 
 Betty Ann Brennan 
 Jim Brogan 
 Ralph Buchanan 
 Kim Burt 
 Marlene Bushnoe 
 Bryon Campbell 
 Bruce Carey 
 Dellis Carey 
 Roger Carey Sr. 
 Roger Carey Jr. 
 Ryan Cavanaugh 
 Gerald Chabon 
 Joe Chiarello 
 David Cobb 
 Betty Connelly 
 Billy Corrigan 
 Mike Coyle 
 Joshua Cummings 
 Marlene Curtain 
 Regina Cush 
 Mary Dardzinksi 
 H. Lee Dasch Jr. 
 Nina Davis 
 Katiana DeCayette 
 Fred DeFelice 
 Louise Derita 
 Denise Diamond 
 Larry Doege 
 Renee Donaghy 
 Thomas Donaghy Sr. 
 Donna 
 Robert DuLong 
 Marie & Alfred Durand 
 Isaiah Estrada 
 Greg Everett 
 Tony Favara 
 Ariel Fenner 
 Candice Fenner 
 Judy Fields 
 Jonah Finn 
 Steven Fitzgerald 
 Greg Flake 
 Elizabeth Flohr 
 Terry Footit 
 Michael Forte 

 Fr. Dismiss 
 Fr. Pervaiz 
 Lou Freda 
 Mary Gabriel 
 Frank Garcia 
 Jeff Gearhart 
 Scott Giguere 
 John Gormley 
 Gladys Grant 
 James Green 
 James Greene 
 Nancy Greene 
 Roger Gronert 
 Susan Gronert 
 Catherine Mary Gubicza 
 Steve Gubicza 
 Roe & Hal Hanson 
 Jacob Hardin 
 Rose Harvey 
 Tony Hassert 
 Lucas Healy 
 Mike Hewson 
 Lori Ann Hines 
 Janet Holland 
 William Ilavsky 
 Wayne Kellenberger & 

Family 
 Jim Kitchen 
 Marty Klein 
 Ann Kozanecki 
 Andrew Kozer 
 Frances Kozer 
 Larry Kuchta 
 James T. Lainge 
 John Lappke 
 Gerald LaRosa 
 Anna Lavrador 
 Deborah Lepley 
 Doris Lessig 
 Jim Loisel 
 Pat Lopez 
 Veronica Lyons 
 Beverly & Sam Maggio 
 Dina Mancuso 
 Frank Mancuso 
 TR Mancuso 
 William Mania 
 Garo Maroutian 
 Linda Maxwell 
 James B. McCallen 
 Damien McFadden 
 Elle McFadden 
 James McMonagle 
 Vivian McMonagle 
 Tom McNally 
 McPartland 
 Victor Mele 
 Marisol Melendez 
 Joseph T. Milici 
 Tiesha Miller 
 Deacon Mike Moody 
 Dolores Moody 
 Alvina Moore 
 Barbara Motta 
 Mary Ann Murphy 
 Joyce Needelman 
 Margee Netzer-Zito 

 Mary Nolleman 
 Barbara O’Keefe 
 Luisa Olivo 
 Laura O’Shea 
 Terry Parenteau 
 Vincenzo Perrone 
 Hannah Pica 
 Karen Pisan 
 Vincent Positano 
 Thomas Quinn 
 Vincent Rafaelle 
 Jayce Ramage 
 Robert Rizzo 
 Stuart Rockett 
 Connie Rotondi 
 Barbara Royere 
 John Rybacki 
 Val Sabia 
 Jack Salisbury 
 Amanda Schark 
 Helga Schroeder 
 Scott 
 Michael Sheridan 
 Michael Sheridan III 
 Millie Sikorski 
 Rich Small 
 David Smith 
 Gracie Smith 
 St. Paul’s Monastery 

Priest 
 Gina Stokes 
 Mary Stowe 
 Ellen Streblow 
 Stephen Sullivan 
 Catherine Sveda 
 Jim Szymanski 
 Mary Jo Tinney 
 Eugene Tontodonato 
 Dave Torma 
 Jennifer Triano 
 Stephen Troxwell & 

Family 
 Juan Vega 
 Alda Vilar 
 Carolyn Webb 
 Deidre Williamson 
 Mary-Ann Woika 
 Carol Woodard 
 Annette Zabetakis 
 Grant Ziegler 

Heal us, Lord, and we shall be healed; save us, and we shall be saved; for it is You we praise. 
Send relief and healing for all our diseases, our sufferings and our wounds; for You are a 
merciful and faithful healer. Blessed are You Lord, who heals the sick. 



 

 Today, Jesus clearly identifies Himself as God — 
twice. First, walking on water is not exactly normal. 
However, in this moment Jesus references a line 
from Job that His disciples would have been familiar 
with (see Job 9:8). He also says He is God to calm His 
disciples’ fear: “Take courage, I AM. Be not 
afraid” (Matthew 14:27). Jesus told us who He is. Do 
you believe Him. If so, what does this belief mean 
your life?  
 If we believe Jesus is God, it has to mean 
something in our day-to-day lives, or it is a 
meaningless statement. Jesus can calm the storms 
in our lives, and He will when it is truly best, as these 
storms can offer opportunities for us to grow in 
resolve and build trust. We have to learn to trust 
Jesus, even when it seems He has let us down.  
 Peter trusts Jesus, but, at this stage, he does not 
seem to have a full understanding of trust. He 
jumps on the water without thinking, but he loses 
focus on Christ. Jesus calls us to a challenging way of 
life: being Christian. Perhaps, like Peter, we start 
following Jesus and then get scared. Every one of us 
has experienced taking our eyes off Christ, trusting 
in ourselves instead. As soon as we think we can do 
everything using only our strength, we are 
guaranteed to sink. But Jesus stands with His hand 
outstretched, waiting to pull each person back on 
top of the water.  
 In today’s noisy world, we often find it difficult to 
hear God. However, we can hear God more clearly 
when we build a relationship with Him through 
intentional, thoughtful prayer. This type of prayer 
helps us recognize God’s presence and guidance in 
all things. If you want to hear God, you have to quiet 

the noise of life that drowns Him out. It is important 
to spend a few minutes in silence each day, so we 
can be with God and listen to Him.  
 It is sometimes easy to mistake the loud voices in 
life with the voice of God. It would have been easy 
for Elijah to mistake the wind or the earthquake or 
the fire for God. After all, they are more of what we 
think of as God-like. But God does not force Himself 
like that. Instead, He waits for us to desire to hear 
from Him. 

 The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
Santa Maria Del Mar Conference is 
happy to announce our renovated 
“Nearly New” Thrift Store is open!!  
 The interior of the store has a new 
look and feel. The “Nearly New” Thrift 
Store continues to sell “newly new” 
donated goods such as clothing and 
household items, at a low price to raise 
money for the struggling families in 
Flagler County.  
 Volunteers are always needed and 
welcome!! Applications available at the 
store during our summer hours.  
 Annually, the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, Santa Maria del Mar Conference, 
helps over 600 families in Flagler 
County with basic living needs such as 
utility bills and emergency food needs.  
 Stop in and say hello! Don’t forget 
your mask! 

 The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
office is once more open, on a limited 
basis, for Flagler County residents 
needing assistance with their past due 
utility bills. 
 
Visits are by Appointment Only and 
masks are required. 
 
For more information, please call our 
office at 386-693-4806 
 
The office is open on Mondays and 
Wednesdays for in-person visits 
and Fridays for telephone interviews. 
 
The Saint Vincent de Paul FOOD 
PANTRY is now open on Tuesdays only 
from 10am-Noon. 

The “Nearly New” 
Thrift Store & Office 

400 S. Daytona Ave, 
Flagler Beach 

 

Thrift Store Open 
10am-3pm M, W, Sat  

 

Thrift Store: 
 386-439-0071 

Office: 
386-693-4806 



 Each year, our parish along with 
many other faith communities 
across the U.S. participates in Bread 
for the World’s Offering of Letters 
(OOL).  
 The goal of the OOL is to put our 
faith into action by asking our 
elected officials to support 
programs that reduce hunger in our 
own country and around the world.  
 The particular legislation for 
which we advocate changes from 
year-to-year. This year, it is focused 
on providing hunger relief for U.S. 
families—especially children—
impacted by COVID-19, an issue of 
concern to the U.S. bishops. 
 Normally the OOL is an in-church 
activity involving signing a paper 
letter, collecting them, and mailing 

them to our legislators.  
 This year, for health-safety 
reasons, the OOL is being done as a 
home activity: all the information 
you need to easily advocate for 
those in need is in a toolkit you 
can download.  

 Simply click on this link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1lYv7gXVzcv5Q4q1YhsoB3dszer5Y
RBYT/view?usp=sharing 
or copy-and-paste it into your web 
browser to get the toolkit and act! 
 

“The scandal of the millions 
of people who suffer from 
hunger should not paralyze 
us, but rather move us to act 
— everyone, individuals, 
families, communities, 
institutions, governments — 
to eliminate this injustice. 
Jesus’ Gospel shows us the 
way: trusting in the Father’s 
providence and sharing our 
daily bread without wasting 
it.” - Pope Francis 

 Lord, let my prayers rise before 
you in adoration! 
 How important is it to spend 
five minutes, 30 minutes or an 
hour in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament? Well, some people feel 
that it makes a significant 
difference in their wellbeing and 
their relationship with our Lord 
and his Blessed Mother. 
 Don Bach is one of those people 
and this is his story. First let’s share 
some background about Don. He 
was raised in a Catholic family and 
attended Religious Education 
classes. He is married to Dolores 
and they share four adult children. 
They are from Ithaca, NY and will 
be moving back there soon. Don is 
a retired program manager from 
the aerospace industry and was 
involved in the beginning of the 
NASA Space Program. He has 
resided in Palm Coast for about 26 
years. 
 Don enjoys watching most 
sports and playing golf. He has 
been a sports writer for some of 
our local publications. He is an 
avid reader (at least two books a 
week) and hopes to write the 
Great American Novel. 
 Don, along with Dolores, signed 

up to be part of the adoration 
Ministry. They are committed for 
one hour, one day a week and also 
on First Friday. Often though, Don 
will just stop in the Santa Maria del 
Mar Chapel for a short visit. He 
has been a constant adoration 
participant since Father O’Flaherty 
long ago initiated it in the new 
church chapel. Why?  
 Talking and listening in 
adoration has given his life a 
different meaning. It means that 
his relationship with God is more 
personal and communicating with 
God in adoration has 

tremendously enhanced his life.  
 Don confesses that he doesn’t 
always feel the Almighty’s 
presence all the time. He might be 
reciting prayers, deep in spiritual 
thoughts and the real world 
creeps into his mind. His spiritual 
endeavors, though, do influence 
his real world thoughts and 
decisions, so all time spent in 
adoration is valuable. Prayer, 
adoration, and talking and 
listening to God in a spiritual 
setting intensify his faith and life. 
 You might see Don lecturing at 
the 4pm Mass, or even in the 
Chapel praying. 
 You are invited to join him in 
adoration and learn how your life 
can be changed. There are no 
meetings, just a commitment to 
seek God in adoration. Don sums 
up his love of adoration with a 
quote from Mother Teresa:  
“The time you spend with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is the best time 
you will spend on earth.”  
 

NOTE: The SMdM Adoration 
Chapel is currently open 
Wednesday through Friday 
9:30am—2pm. 

Dolores and Don Bach 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lYv7gXVzcv5Q4q1YhsoB3dszer5YRBYT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lYv7gXVzcv5Q4q1YhsoB3dszer5YRBYT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lYv7gXVzcv5Q4q1YhsoB3dszer5YRBYT/view?usp=sharing


The Parish Council assists the pastor in supporting and cultivating the 
pastoral vitality of the parish. Its main functions are: 

 make recommendations to the pastor on issues that have significant 
pastoral impact 

 develop the parish’s long-term pastoral plan 
 help formulate parish policies and initiatives 
 monitor, encourage, and support the parish’s ministries 

 
Do you have a comment or suggestion that fits within the scope of these 
functions? If so, the council wants to know! You can submit items on paper 
by placing them in the Listening Post Box located on the left side of the 
gathering area under the wall-mounted TV, or you can submit items via email 
by sending them to listeningpost@smdmcc.org. 
 
Important Guidelines: 

 Anything submitted must be civil and respectful in order to be 
considered. 

 It should be within the scope of the Parish Council functions (see above). 
 It should be constructive. If you submit a complaint, please try to offer a 

proposed solution as well. 
 Compliments about programs, events, etc. are welcome and useful. 
 Please include your contact information so we can follow up. 

 
We can’t promise that every item submitted will be acted on as desired, but 
each item will receive careful consideration. Thank you for being an active 
member of our parish! 

 
Question: Why does Mary have so 
many feast days and names? 
Answer: Christians first began 
celebrating feast days in honor of 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the fifth 
century. That celebration (originally 
called the Feast of the Dormition and 
now known by Roman Catholics as the 
Solemnity of the Assumption) was 
celebrated on August 15. Very soon, 
however, other special days dedicated 
to Mary began to appear in Jerusalem, 
Rome, and other major cities of the 
Christian world. These days of feasting 
became important parts of the life of 
the community. But, more 
importantly, each of these unique 
celebrations became an opportunity 
to focus on a different facet of the 
Christian faith, as believers focused 
their attention on specific events or 
mysteries of the lives of Mary and her 
Son. 
 Over the centuries, some of these 
celebrations became universal (such 
as the Assumption on August 15, the 
Immaculate Conception on December 
8, and the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God on January 1). Other 
celebrations were more closely tied to 

certain religious orders (such as the 
Carmelites celebration of “Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel” on July 16 or the 
Servite Friars feast of the “Seven 
Sorrows of Mary,” which is now 
celebrated as the Memorial of Our 
Lady of Sorrows on September 15). 
 In more recent times, Marian 
apparitions (like Guadalupe, Lourdes, 
and Fatima) have inspired special 

liturgical celebrations. Pope Francis 
has added two new celebrations of 
Mary to the Church’s calendar: The 
Memorial of Mary, Mother of the 
Church (on the Monday after 
Pentecost) and the Commemoration 
of Our Lady of Loreto (on December 
10). The various titles of Mary (like 
those we find in the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary) help us to reflect 
on different aspects of Mary’s faith 
and the ways that the Holy Spirit is at 
work in her and through her, 
especially as the Mother of Jesus. 
 In the end, whatever the event or 
mystery being celebrated in a 
particular liturgy or the title of Mary 
being used, we are invited to always 
see Mary in connection with the 
saving work of her Son. She is, of 
course, a patroness and protector for 
every Christian, but she is also a 
model of discipleship and 
contemplation: “Having entered 
deeply into the history of salvation, 
Mary, in a way, unites in her person 
and re-echoes the most important 
doctrines of the faith: and when she is 
the subject of preaching and worship 
she prompts the faithful to come to 
her Son, to his sacrifice and to the love 
of the Father” (Lumen Gentium, 65). 

©LPi 



 Discover the keys to a smoother, more joyful and loving 
relationship as a married couple. God desires more for 
your marriage than you can imagine!!! 
 Come join us and make a Diocesan Marriage Renewal 
Weekend (DMR) to renew, revitalize and restore your 
oneness with each other and God that He planned for you 
from the beginning. 
 The next weekend is August 21-23, 2020. Come and 
relax together on the beautiful St. John's River at the 
newly renovated and sanitized Marywood Retreat 
Center with all the social distancing protocols. 
 Call Jerry and Anne Webster at 904-268-3758 to sign up, 
or for more information, try visiting our website: 
www.dmrjax.org. If not now....when? You'll thank each 
other for sharing this very special and private time 
together.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (paragraph 
1935) states: “The equality of men rests essentially 
on their dignity as persons and the rights that flow 
from it: Every form of social or cultural discrimination 
in fundamental personal rights on the grounds of 
sex, race, color, social conditions, language, or 
religion must be curbed and eradicated as 
incompatible with God’s design.”  

The U.S. bishops, in their 2018 pastoral letter, Open 
Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love - A Pastoral 
Letter Against Racism, write, “… racism still profoundly 
affects our culture, and it has no place in the 
Christian heart. This evil causes great harm to its 
victims, and it corrupts the souls of those who 
harbor racist or prejudicial thoughts. The persistence 
of the evil of racism is why we are writing this letter 
now.”  

To download the full pastoral letter, and for other 
Church resources on racism, visit the U.S. bishops’ 
website: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
human-life-and-dignity/racism/index.cfm. Our Social 
Justice Ministry has been facilitating an ongoing 
study group on the subject of racism. For more 
information, email socialjustice@smdmcc.org. 

http://www.dmrjax.org/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/index.cfm
mailto:socialjustice@smdmcc.org?subject=Racism%20Study%20Group


Greetings Families:  
 

 As of now, we are planning to conduct Faith Formation remotely through a curriculum that 
includes a traditional book and an E-book that the students may access from their home 
devices. We will be asking you to register your child/children on the church website 
(www.smdmcc.org) which is available now. Click on the “Faith Formation” tab and the online 
registration is in the drop-down menu. Also, registration forms will be printed in our Church 
bulletin in the coming weeks and may be returned to the church office Tuesday through Friday 
from 9am-4pm.   
 We are excited to announce that we will be having a Children's Mass the first Sunday of every 
month beginning in October. This Mass will be limited to Faith Formation students and families 
ONLY! Mass will begin at 10:15am and attendance is strongly encouraged! Following the Mass, 
from 11am-Noon, the children will separate into (socially distanced) grade levels (in the church) 
and meet with their teachers...this will be the time for the catechists to review the work the 
children have completed at home, answer any questions and get to know the parents and 
students! Please be aware this is a work in progress and we may add in more "teacher time" via 
Zoom and/or other platforms as we are able. 
 Thank you for your patience and understanding through these difficult times. We are so excited 
to assist in the formation of our SMdM children! 
 

Many Blessings, 
Denise Collins, DRE 
Denise@smdmcc.org 

 
 






