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WELCOME TO SANTA MARIA DEL MAR CATHOLIC CHURCH 

A PRAYER FOR PEACE 
 

Lord Christ, at 
times we are 
like strangers 
on this earth,  
Taken aback by 
all the violence, 
the harsh oppositions. 
Like a gentle breeze, you breathe upon us the 
Spirit of peace. Transfigure the deserts of our 
doubts, and so prepare us to be bearers of 
reconciliation wherever you 
place us, until the day when a hope of peace 
dawns in our world. Amen.  
(Brother Roger of Taize, The Taizé Office) 

 

Join us for a special 
Memorial Day Mass on 
Monday, May 30 at 
9am. 

mailto:deaconbob@smdmcc.org
mailto:deaconjohn@smdmcc.org
http://www.smdmcc.org
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Parish Office: The parish office is open Tues—Fri, 9am-4pm with 
a break for lunch. Mass schedule below: 

• Sunday Mass: 9 am ,11am and 1pm in the church. . 

• Saturday Vigil Mass at 4pm.  

• Portuguese Mass: Tuesday, 9am suspended May 17-June 28 

• Weekday Masses: Wed—Fri at 9am in the church.  

• High-Risk Individuals—Sunday 1pm Mass is recommended as 
the attendance is low. 

• Adoration—Wed—Fri, 9:30am-2pm. (Contact Ginette 
Consentino (508) 423-9360 to sign up for Adoration.) 

• Confessions— Saturday 3:30-3:50pm (before 4pm Vigil Mass), 
Sunday 8:30-8:50am (before 9am Mass), 10:30-10:50am (before 
11am Mass) 12:30-12:50 (before 1pm Mass). 

Visit the parish website for additional information. 
 

Daily Readings: Daily Mass readings (http://www.usccb.org/bible/
readings) and brief video reflections (http://www.usccb.org/bible/
reflections/) are available from the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 
 

Spiritual Communion: The Church encourages us to make an act 
of ‘spiritual communion’ when we are prevented from receiving 
the Eucharist at Mass: “My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire 

to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen.” (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 
 

Diocesan Resources: The Diocese of St. Augustine (https://
www.dosafl.com/) has a special Coronavirus resource page 
(https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/), including links to 
televised, online, and radio Masses in our diocese and beyond. 
 

Magnificat: This monthly publication used for our weekday 
Masses is offering complimentary access online (https://
us.magnificat.net/free) and via its iOS and Android apps. 
 

Laudate: The free Laudate app (iOS and Android) is a gateway to 
many Catholic prayers and other resources. 
 

Want to help others? You can help others in our community by 
mailing donations to Society of St. Vincent de Paul P.O. Box 1328, 
Flagler Beach FL 32136. Contributions for international relief can 
be sent to Catholic Relief Services (https://www.crs.org/). 
 

Offertory Contributions: please continue to support Santa Maria 
del Mar by mailing your offerings (checks only) to the church 
(address above) or use our convenient online giving system: 
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748   

Parish Resources During the COVID-19 Crisis 
Santa Maria del Mar Catholic Church 
915 North Central Avenue, Flagler Beach, FL 32136, 386-439-2791 
www.smdmcc.org • Facebook (www.facebook.com/smdmcc/) 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
https://www.dosafl.com/
https://www.dosafl.com/coronavirus/
https://us.magnificat.net/free
https://us.magnificat.net/free
https://us.magnificat.net/free
https://bookstore.magnificat.net/magnificat-app-us-edition-ios.html
https://bookstore.magnificat.net/magnificat-app-us-edition-android.html
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/laudate-1-catholic-app/id499428207
https://www.amazon.com/AJ-Laudate/dp/B005YH5R7A#ace-8881249860
https://www.facebook.com/flaglersaintvincentdepaul/
https://www.crs.org/
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748
http://www.smdmcc.org
https://www.facebook.com/smdmcc/
https://www.facebook.com/smdmcc/


3 WWW.SMDMCC.ORG 

 Jesus tells his disciples, “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give it to you.” The peace that Jesus 
gives is far different than the kind that comes 
from the absence of war, conflict, or 
affliction. The peace that God offers is found 
alongside suffering and hardship, not 
necessarily in their absence. St. Teresa of 
Avila offers us a bit of wisdom regarding 
peace: “May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where 
you are meant to be. May you not forget the 
infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have 
received and pass on the love that has been 
given to you. May you be content knowing 
you are a child of God. Let this presence 
settle into your bones and allow your soul 
the freedom to sing, dance, praise, and love. 
It is there for each and every one of us.” 
 In order for us to experience the divine 
peace that Jesus offers, we have to allow 
God’s presence to settle into our bones! It is 
only when this happens that we can be truly 

taught by the Holy Spirit to discern the true 
path to peace and find ourselves with 
untroubled hearts. The world and our lives 
are so unpredictable and changeable. If we 
look for a source of lasting and real peace 
only there, our search will never be satisfied. 
Something will always unsettle and disturb 
us. The Jewish disciples could really relate to 
what Jesus was saying about peace (shalom). 
They already knew that it was more a matter 
of achieving wholeness and wellbeing than 
anything else. 
 Wholeness and wellbeing are precisely 
what is uncovered when we begin to really 
see and know the height, depth, and breadth 
of God’s presence and promise. The elegance 
of God’s Divine life flows through our blood 
and the marrow in our bones. It is that close 
and deep. As we breathe in and exhale God’s 
life, peace becomes what we know within 
and what is exhaled out. This remains in the 
midst of intense conflict, persecution, 
suffering, rejection, and even death. 

©LPi 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

TODAY’S 
READINGS 
 
 

FIRST READING: 
‘It is the decision of the 
Holy Spirit and of us 
not to place on you 
any burden beyond 
these necessities.’ 
(Acts 15:28) 
 
PSALM: 
O God, let all the 
nations praise you! (Ps 
67) Or Alleluia. 
 
SECOND READING: 
The angel took me in 
spirit to a great, high 
mountain and showed 
me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven 
from God. (Rev 21:10) 
 
GOSPEL: 
“The Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my 
name, will teach you 
everything and remind 
you of all that I told 
you.” (Jn 14:26) 
 
 
 
 
The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses from 
the Lectionary for Mass (c) 
1969, 1981, 1997, 
International 
Commission on English 
in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights 
reserved. 

THIS WEEK ’S READINGS  

Acts 16:11-15 
Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 
5-6a and 9b 
Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Acts 16:22-34 
Ps 138:1-2ab, 
2cde-3, 7c-8 
Jn 16:5-11 

ST. BEDE THE 
VENERABLE 
ST. GREGORY VII 
ST. MARY 
MAGDALENE 
DE’PAZZI 
Acts 17:15, 22—
18:1 
Ps 148:1-2, 11-
12, 13, 14 
Jn 16:12-15 

ST. PHILIP NERI 
Acts 18:1-8 
Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 
3cd-4 
Jn 16:16-20  

ST. AUGUSTINE OF 
CANTERBURY 
Acts 18:9-18 
Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-
7 
Jn 16:20-23 

Acts 18:23-28 
Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 
10 
Jn 16:23b-28 
 

THE ASCENSION 
OF THE LORD 
Acts 1:1-11 
Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-
9 [6] 
Eph 1:17-23 or 
Heb 9:24-28; 
10:19-23 
Lk 24:46-53 

MON  MAY 23 TUES  MAY 24 WED  MAY 25 THURS  MAY 26 FRI  MAY 27 SAT  MAY 28 SUN  MAY 29 
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STEWARDSHIP OF  
OUR TREASURE 

Your offering of as little as one 
hour’s wage will help us meet 
our daily needs. 
 

Our parish is grateful for your 
continued support at this time.  
Thank you! Please consider making 
your weekly donation to Santa Maria 
del Mar online at:  
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748  

 

THIS MONTH’S MINISTRY SALUTE 
 

IN GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S GIFTS OF TIME AND TALENT  
TO US, WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE AND BLESS: 

 

 

THE ADORATION MINISTRY 
 

 As a sign of devotion to and worship of Jesus 
Christ, the Blessed Sacrament is adored by the 
faithful. We believe that Jesus Christ is present 
body, blood, soul and divinity under the 
appearance of the consecrated host. Presence 
of the Eucharist outside of Mass is called 
Eucharistic meditation that stimulates the 
faithful to the awareness of the marvelous 
presence of Christ and is an invitation to 
spiritual communion with Him. Within the 
adorer this encourages social love, thanksgiving, reparation and supplication. 
 Some adorers share whey they are a part of this ministry: 
 

“I feel the Lord is close to me.“ 
“I pray for understanding.” 

“I thank the Lord for His blessings.” 
“I pray that my husband is resting in peace.” 

“I talk to the Lord one on one.” 
“This special time helps me live my life better as a Christian.” 

“Meditation helps me to organize my thoughts.” 
 

 The Parish Community thanks and salutes each of the 77 men and 
women who are active in Adoration. If you are drawn to a deeper relationship 
with Christ and the church, consider setting aside some personal time to 
“come let us adore him.”  Contact Ginette Consentino, at 508-423-9360. 

3rd Week 
April 2022 

 
Offertory: 

$13,540.01 
 

Online Giving: 
$6,262.50 

3rd Week 
April 2021 

 
Offertory: 
$12,529 

 
Online Giving: 

$5,075 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY 

ATTENTION: The Diocese of St. 
Augustine treats all allegations of 
sexual misconduct seriously and 
deals with all allegations in a prompt, 
confidential, and thorough manner. 
To Report Abuse, call the police or 
the Department of Children & 
Families at (800) 962-2873. Or call the 
Diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator at (904) 208-6979 or 
email inquiries@dosafl.com. To 
report abuse by a bishop, call (800) 
276-1562 or visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 

Listen to the words and actions of the disciples as they travel from place 
to place spreading the words of the Savior. 

Take some time to ponder in your heart how the Holy Spirit works in 
your life. As Stewards we must recall and express our Confirmation 
pledge to be filled with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1748
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RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 

 The Respect Life 
Ministry is dedicated 
to promoting the 
Church’s teaching 
that all life is sacred 
from the moment of 
conception to 
natural death. 
 Ministry members 
and guests meet on 
the First Friday of 
each month. The 
Rosary for Life is 
recited at 8:30am, 
prior to the 9am 
Mass. After Mass, the meeting is held in the 
Learning Center. 
 All are welcome to join us, and for more 
information please contact Patti Gloekler at 
386-310-4094, or email pag32124@gmail.com. 
 

"Abortion and racism stem from the same 
poisonous root, Selfishness."  

~ Alveda King 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 The car needs a tune-up, the house needs a 
fresh coat of paint, the grass needs cutting and 
the garage desperately needs to be cleaned 
out. The list of things to do seems to never end. 
What about your marriage? Isn't it time to place 
your relationship at the top of the list of things 
that need tending to? Make a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend and give your 
marriage a tune-up. This weekend together can 
reap benefits for you and your spouse for 
years to come. Sign up today to attend an 
upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend on July 15-17, 2022 at Marywood 
Retreat Center in Jacksonville, FL or November 
4-6, 2022 at St. Stephen Christian Retreat 
Center in Titusville, FL. For more information 
visit our website at: wwme.org or send an e-
mail to: Applications@FLCN-wwme.org. 

Congratulations 
and Thank you, 
Mrs. Kavanagh, 
for nominating 
our school and 
accepting this 
very prestigious 
award on  behalf 
of our school.  

ST. RITA OF CASCIA 
MAY 22 
 
 St. Rita of Cascia 
(1381 – 1457) had the 
opportunity to live her 
life as a wife, mother, 
widow, and eventually, 
member of a religious 
community. Born in 
central Italy, St. Rita felt 
the calling to become a 
nun, but was pressured 
at a young age into 
marriage. During her 18
-year marriage to a cruel 
man, she raised two 
sons. When her 
husband was killed in a 
brawl and her sons 
died, St. Rita decided to 
go back to her first love 
and attempted to join 
the Augustinian nuns in 
Cascia. Her status as a widow caused some 
complications to her entering, but she 
eventually succeeded in professing vows. 
 Throughout her lifetime, St. Rita of Cascia 
was known for her prayerfulness and charity. 
She also experienced stigmata on her 
forehead, meditated frequently on Christ’s 
passion, and cared for the nuns of her 
religious community and those in the lay 
community who came to her for counsel. 

©LPi 

http://wwme.org/
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SVDP FOOD COLLECTION  
Thank you for another AMAZING Food Drive. Your 
generosity is allowing us to give large bags of food to 
our neighbors in need. We gladly accept food any 
time during the month. Food can be dropped off at 
Church. Next SVDP food drive is June 4-5.For 
assistance—(386) 693-4806. 
 

LECTIO DIVINA GOSPEL 
REFLECTION 
WEDNESDAYS, 9:45-11:15AM IN CHURCH NEAR 
CHOIR LOFT 
Join us after the 9am Mass for a time of reflection on 
the Sunday Gospel readings. 
How is God speaking to you? 
Where is He touching your heart? 
What is he calling you to? Come 
listen, reflect and share as we 
break open the Word. For more 
information, 
gospelreflection@smdmcc.org.  
 

WE KNOW IT HURTS 
& WE WANT TO HELP! 
TUESDAYS, 9:30AM,  
LEARNING CENTER 
Contact: Lois Ambrosia:  
386-871-5371. 
 

ADORATION OF THE 
EUCHARIST 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, AND FRIDAY, 
9:30AM—2PM IN THE ADORATION CHAPEL 
God gives us every breath and second of our lives, 
why not give Him back one hour in Adoration? 
Contact Ginette Consentino (508-423-9360) for 
information or to sign up for Adoration. 
ADORERS NEEDED FOR WED-FRI 9:30-10:30AM 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Every Tuesday at SMdM Parish Hall. 
Doors open at 11am. A free lunch is 
served at 11:30am when you buy a 
Bingo pack for only $15. Bingo starts 
promptly at 12:15pm. Jackpot up to 
$200. Contact E.Y. at 986-1163 or 
John at 225-4456. 

BREAD OF LIFE COMMUNITY 
SUPPER MINISTRY 
FEEDING THE POOR: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Bread of Life Community 
Supper Ministry was created to 
help individuals and families in 
need of food and friendship. 
We are currently serving nearly 
300 meals each week.  Please 
consider spending a few hours of your time in this 
very worthwhile ministry. Call the office and leave 
your name, phone number and email address. We 
will contact you with orientation and team 
assignment. You can donate to Bread of Life by 
going to this website: https://www.osvhub.com/
smdmcc/funds/bread-of-life  
 

LEGION OF MARY 
 

 The Legion of Mary is one of the 
largest lay apostolic associations 
in the Catholic Church, with 
several million members serving 
in most countries of the world. The goal of the 
Legion is to make its members better Catholics – 
through a balanced program of prayer and service in 
union with the Holy Spirit as He operates through 
Mary, the Mother of the Church. 
 Our members participate in the life of the parish by 
visiting families, the sick (both in their homes, 
nursing homes, and hospitals), and by collaborating 
with other ministries in any apostolic undertakings 
sponsored by the Parish.   
 Our members meet weekly for prayer, spiritual 
reflection, discussion, and planning in a family 
atmosphere. Then, we are assigned an apostolic 
work and report back the following week. 
 For more information, contact Ginette Consentino 
at legionofmary@smdmcc.org. 

ONGOING MINISTRIES AND EVENTS 

Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy every  

Wednesday at 
12pm in the 

Chapel. 

mailto:gospelreflection@smdmcc.org
https://www.osvhub.com/smdmcc/funds/bread-of-life
https://www.osvhub.com/smdmcc/funds/bread-of-life
mailto:legionofmary@smdmcc.org
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MAY 23 
Frank Bibba, Anna McHugh, 

Gregory DiVico, Jackie Dobrosky, 
Dr. Almeida, Jessica Kilday, 

Kaylee Crockett, Jessace Proud, 
Robert Shambora, Elizabeth Ward, 

Catherine Ward, Rachel Pinho, 
Bella Chavez-Salazar  

 

MAY 24 
Joan Polacek, Helen Rinaldi, 

Lani Worthington, James Griffin, 
John Mitchell, Mark Redden, 

Helena Stoughton, Milan Prastalo, 
Frankie Tomassini, Andrea Ferreira, 

Philip Whalen  
 

MAY 25 
Joseph Cavallo, James Gibson, 
Leigh Hanchar, John Houston, 
Laurie Dombek, Rick Vaders, 
Babriella Sacca, Luis Rivera, 

Kimberly Martinez  
 

MAY 26 
Leonard Albert, Alfred Alson, 

Lucy Dougherty, Ofelia Fitzpatrick, 
Debbie Perilli, Regina Glover, 

Melissa Forte, Anthony DiSpirito, 
Riley Kuiper, Claude Thomas, 

Sarah Balzan  
 

MAY 27 
Aloysius Baj, George Macko, 

Renee Raymond, Gloria Barbire, 
George Menz, Jennifer Ascone  

 

MAY 28 
Johanna Ells, Marlene Curtain, 
Robert Luz, Michael Lawless, 

Dana Prough, Anthony Caizza, 
Julia Pet-Armacost, Mary Russo, 

Gail Burger, Ann Cashman, 
Shane McLean, Elinor Asevedo, 
Hannah McGuire, James Payne, 

Zolie-Soleil Romulus-Stone  
 

MAY 29 
Elizabeth Doherty, Ruby Duch, 

Henry Koscinski, Beatrice McKeown, 
Michael Arato, Joann Beyer, 

Roger Gronert, Anabela Gaspar, 
Teresa Shipp, Ryan McIntyre, 

Stephanie Russo, Linda Russo, 
Timothy Scoglio 
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• Ann Anniti 
• Anothy B 
• Baby Avery 
• Karen Barberan-Sario 
• Joseph Beneducci 
• Christian Bergin 
• Robert Carlisemo 
• Joe Celiberti 
• Gavin Conroy 
• Alfred Durand 
• Elizabeth Easton-Flohr 
• Beth Farmsworth 
• Greg Flake 
• Fr. Sal 
• Susan & Roger Gronert 
• Franklin Hill 
• Elsie Jacobsen 
• Judy James 
• Allen Kerr 
• Mary Kielty 
• Buff Kollbeck 
• Scott Lavonas 

• Frank Leonardo 
• David Ligeiro 
• Ronnie Lyons 
• Diana Mancuso 
• Frankie Mancuso 
• Teresa Mancuso 
• Jack McCarthy 
• Rosemarie Meloni 
• Joseph T. Milici 
• Hazel Morgado 
• Amy Motta 
• Jackie Mulligan 
• David O’Bryne 
• Rose Petruzelli 
• Pete Priser 
• Bob Rubestestello 
• Frank Ruffalo Jr. 
• Frank Ruffalo Sr. 
• Amanda Schark 
• Tara Scilabra 
• Sandy Silva 
• Dan Smith Jr. 

• Gina Stokes 
• Wendy Stout 
• Stephen Torma 
• Steven Troxell 
• Catherine Welscher 
• David Wiseman 
• Derith Witkege 
• Richard Yerby 

WE COMMEND TO GOD’S LOVING EMBRACE 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
FOR OUR MILITARY 

 

• Col. Andrew Morgado (US Army) 
• Jay Matthews (US Navy) 
• SSG Benjamin Wurtz (US Army/Ft. 

Benning, GA) 
• Honor Otmar (US Air Force) 
• Matthew Callegari (USCG) 
• Jayson Trucksess (US Navy)  
• Chief Gregory Worman (US Navy) 
• Joshua Raffaele (USMC) 
• Lt. Rachel Mincey (US Navy)   
• LCDR Brandon Aten (USCG) 
• Joseph Otmar (USMC) 
• Chad M.R. Schuch (USAF) 
• Emma J. Schuch (US Navy) 
• Col. Daniel O’Connor (USMC) 
• Sgt. Sean Collins (US Army) 
• Michael Martins (USMC) 
• Dr. Nick Patellis (NG/Kuwait) 
• Justin Smallwood (USMC) 
• Lt. JG Barret Manfre (US Navy/USS 

San Diego) 
• Bryan Donohue (USMC) 
• Cpl. Ryan Rindge (US Army) 
• Trent Jerdon (US Army) 
• Lt. Adam Aten (US Navy) 
• Master Chief Samuel Barfuss 

(USS Theodore Roosevelt) 
• Chief Daniel Goodwin (US Navy)  

• Capt. Conner Allender (USMC) 
• Nate Guerreiro (US Navy) 
• Lt. Matthew DiSorbo (USAF) 
• Lt. Col. Roland Devries (US Army) 
• Senior MSGT Fernando Buitrago 

(USAF) Deployed 
• Austin Wozniak (A1C USAF) 
• Maj. Christopher Wimsatt (US 

Army) 
• Capt. Franz Haller (US Army) 
• Cpl. Devon Liskiewicz (USMC) 
• Christian Trizis (Private, US 

Army) 
 

If you have a family member in the 
military and would like us to pray for 
them, call the parish office to have 
their name added to the bulletin, or 
email Denise@smdmcc.org Please 
advise when a person above is no 
longer deployed so we can remove 
their name from our list. God bless 
them all & continue to pray for them! 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE SICK OF  
OUR PARISH IN YOUR P RAYERS:  

Heal us, Lord, and we shall be healed; save us, and we shall be saved; for it is 
You we praise. Send relief and healing for all our diseases, our sufferings and 
our wounds; for You are a merciful and faithful healer. Blessed are You Lord, 
who heals the sick. 

05/25:  9am  †Chelsea Cardaro and Baby Summer, For the Fitzgerald 
  Family members both living and †deceased, †Len Wisowaty 
 
05/26:  9am  †Herman Mehling, †Ruth Morrissey, Ralph Buchanan Jr. (spec
  int.), †Marie and  †Gerard Wells 
 
05/27:  9am  †Rudolph and †Martha Haller, †Jose Loura, †Carol Ann 
  VanZant 
 
05/28:  4pm  †Daniel E. Neyer, Roger and Susan Gronert (spec. int.) 
  Angelica Sabates (healing) 
 
05/29:  9am  †Deceased members of the Saccani Family, †Rodney 
  Fleischmann, †Gerard and †Robert Fetzer 
 
           11am  †Wtaolysyaw and †Apolomie Kruszweski, †William Hunter 
  Marianne Preiser (birthday) 
 
             1pm  Mary Pulick (birthday)    

† Robert Persch 
† Charles Cammack 
† Juanita Derois 

† Rodney Fleischmann 
† John James Digilio 



12 MAY 22, 2022 | SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

 

 Father Manny's Bible Study sessions are 
held the 3rd Thursday of the month at 
10am in the Learning Center. 
Evening session, Thursdays at 6-7:30pm 

Steve Ray's "Footprints of God" 
This class has been postponed. 

WELCOME HOME 
Wednesday 6pm RCIA Classes through June 12 

 

RCIA is the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults. It is a rite 
which welcomes people 
seeking to explore the 
Catholic Faith and join our 
church family. 
For more information, 
contact: 
• Jack Williamson, RCIA 

Coordinator 
Williamson988@gmail.com 

• Denise Collins, DRE, denise@smdmcc.org 

 
 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained 

 
Question: I can’t explain it. I feel a nudge from God 
to something out of the ordinary. How do I 
respond? 

______________________________________ 
 

Answer: You’re in good company! Abraham was asked to 
leave all he knew and loved for a strange land, with only 
abstract divine assurance that such a sacrifice would be worth 
it. Plenty of prophets protested against God’s call, whether it 
was claiming they were too young (Jeremiah) or running away 
entirely, only to end up in a whale’s belly (Jonah). St. Joseph 
was asked to do something very strange. He was asked to 
believe — on the word of an angelic appearance in a dream — 
that his betrothed was pregnant not from another man, but 
by a miraculous intervention of God. Then he was called to 
marry her. 
 Author Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “You shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you odd.” Sometimes God’s 
invitation might seem strange or challenging. It might require 
sacrifices we never expected to make. Our life might look 
different than we had always imagined. But as we all know, life 
throws its own curveballs, regardless of whether or not we’re 
listening for God’s will. Better, one would think, to be open to 
the promptings of God and to follow along the strange trails 
that they lead. We have the assurance that, eventually, we will 
find green pastures. 

©LPi 

The dignity of the human person 
implies and requires uprightness of 
moral conscience. Conscience is the 
judgment of reason through which 
the human person recognizes the 
moral quality of his actions. The 
formation of conscience is a lifelong 
task, yet it is indispensable for 
human beings who are constantly 
subjected to negative influences and 
tempted by sin. (CCC 1778, 1780, 
1783, 1784) 

SANTA MARIA DEL MAR 
SPIRITUAL UNIVERSITY 

We pray the Holy Spirit will move 
you to join us in these sessions. 

FRATELLI  TUTTI   
STUDY GROUP  

 

 Pope Francis’ encyclical 
letter, Fratelli Tutti (Brothers 
and Sisters All), was released 
in October 2020. An invitation 
to renewed social friendship 
and universal fraternity, this 
encyclical was published as 
the global community was 
seven months into the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 Fratelli Tutti provides a 
starting point for renewing our commitment 
to caring for our neighbor and a global 
society built on justice and the common good. 
(USCCB) 
 The Social Justice Ministry is facilitating a 
study group to read, discuss, and reflect upon 
the encyclical. Join us on the fourth Thursday 
of the month from 6:30-7:30pm via Zoom. All 
materials are free. For more information or to 
join the study group, send email to 
socialjustice@smdmcc.org. 

about:blank


13 WWW.SMDMCC.ORG 

 

 Do you have a comment or  suggestion 
for the Parish Council to consider? Submit 
items on paper by placing them in the 
Listening Post box located on the cabinet 
under the wall-mounted TV in the Ga 
thering Area, or you can submit items via 
email by sending them to: 
listeningpost@smdmcc.org.  
 All submitted items must be civil and 
respectful, and be within the scope of the 
Parish Council, i.e., the pastoral life of the 
parish. 

THE PARISH COUNCIL  
LISTENING POST 

FAITH-FILLED YOUNG PEOPLE 
We pray for all young people, called to live life 
to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the 
way to listen, the depth of discernment, the 
courage that faith generates, and the 
dedication to service. 

ADULT ALTAR  
SERVERS NEEDED 

Adults who are interested in 
becoming altar servers for SMdM 
Masses are invited to contact 
Denise at Denise@smdmcc.org if 
interested. Training will be 
provided. 

WHY YOU CAN DISAGREE… 
 AND REMAIN A FAITHFUL CATHOLIC 

 
In faith, unity; in doubtful matters, liberty; in all things, love. 

(St. Augustine of Hippo) 
 

Author: Philip S. Kaufman, O.S.B. 
  

 This book addresses thoughts and 
some disagreements on various 
controversial issues of the Roman Catholic 
Church. What are the official teachings 
and what if I am not in agreement? 
 Within this text is a carefully reasoned 
and balanced presentation of subtle and 
complex arguments. The position on 
controversial issues is one which many 
laity already agree completely and 
which the clergy and hierarchy cannot 
afford to disregard. 
 Subjects touched on include birth 
control, divorce & remarriage, and 
infallibility, etc. These (and more) are 
demanding issues that cannot be 
ignored. I recommend this book to help  
clarify your own thoughts and opinions. 

~ Maria Flake 
  
On all controversial issues, it is prudent to speak in confidence with 
our pastor as he can help you clarify the concern and assist in 
coming to an amicable conclusion. 
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