
 

      
December 12,  2021 ·  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Mass 
Saturday Vigil ........................................ 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday……………. . 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm 
 

Monday-Friday .............. 7:00, 8:00 am, 12:10pm 
 Rosary at 8:30 and 11:45 am 
 

Saturday……………………………………………..8:00 am 
                                                                       Rosary at 8:45 am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday ....................................... 1:00-2:00 pm 
or by appointment (732-548-0100) 

(732) 548-0100 · WWW.STFRANCISCATHEDRAL.ORG 

All Masses are available to view  
live stream.  To access the link,  
visit the home page of our  
parish website . 
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CLERGY 
Most Rev. James F. Checchio, 
JCD, MBA 
Bishop of Metuchen 
 

Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, DD 
Bishop Emeritus 
 

Very Rev. Timothy A. Christy, VG 
Rector  
 

Rev. Edgar A. Madarang 
Parochial Vicar 
 

Rev. Jay Alquiros 
Parochial Vicar 
 
Rev. Roy Quesea 
In Residence 
 

J.P. Saggese 
Deacon 
 

Rick Fortune 
Deacon 
 

Kenneth T. Hamilton 
Deacon 
 

Guido J. Brossoni 
Deacon Retired 
 

Ed Olegario, M.D. 
Deacon Retired 
 

 

THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS CAN BE REACHED  

BY CONTACTING THE RECTORY OFFICE AT 

(732) 548-0100 
 
 

STAFF 
Kara Kwiatkowski, x210 
Managing Director 
 

David Liantonio, x233 
Business Manager 
 

John Romeri, x235 
Interim Music Ministry 
 

Linda Dalton, x227 
Sacristan 
 

Cheryl Saggese, x307  
Eucharistic Ministers 
 

CONTACTS 
Ed Williamson 
Pastoral Council, Chairman 
 

George Trapp 
Finance Council, Chairman 
 

Jane Conlon  /  
Janet Onufer Michael 
Advocates for Disabled 
 

Boris Moczula 
Lectors 
 

Tom Hansen 
Ushers 
 

Marie D’Amico 
Legion of Mary 
 

Kathy Divorkin 
Rosary Altar Society 
 

Knights of Columbus 
KofC/joinus.org 
 

Elaine Yunker 
Respect for Life 

WELCOME 
 
WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE 
Thank you for joining us for Mass today. 
We are so thankful for the Catholic 
community we have here at St. Francis 
and we're glad you are a part of it, 
whether it be in the Cathedral or via 
livestream (www.stfranciscathedral.org) 
 
EUCHARIST FOR 
SICK OR HOMEBOUND 
For those unable to physically come to 
Mass, we bring the Eucharist to you. 
Please call the rectory at (732) 548-0100 
and arrangements will be made. 
 
NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 
For those interested in registering with 
our parish, please complete the form in 
our parish office or on our website at 
stfranciscathedral.org/register. 
 
MARIAN NOVENA & ROSARY 
Join us Saturdays after the 8:00 am Mass 
as we pray the Marian Novena and 
Rosary. We encourage all to come, even 
if it is only for one Saturday. 

RECTORY 
Address ........................... 32 Elm Avenue 
 Metuchen, NJ 08840 
 

Office Hours .................. Monday-Friday 
 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Phone ................... ………..(732) 548-0100 
Fax………………………………..(732) 549-1033 
 

Emergency Phone .......... (732) 710-1416 
 

Website  ............. stfranciscathedral.org 
 

Email ....... info@stfranciscathedral.org 
 

ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
Blue Ribbon School 

 

Address ......................... 528 Main Street 
 Metuchen, NJ 08840 
 

Principal ...................... Ann Major, x238 
  

Phone. . . . . .  .................. (732) 548–3107 
 

Website... stfranciscathedralschool.org 
 

Home School Association 
 

HSA@stfranciscathedralschool.org 
 

PARISH CENTER 
 

Address ......................... 45 Library Place 
 Metuchen, NJ 08840 
Phone ............................(732)548-0100 

 

Religious Education 
Debbie Schurko, PCL .....................  x226 
Meghan Moran, Assistant.............. x222 
 

Social Concerns 

Bidgie Williamson .......................... x225 
Hours ........................ Monday-Thursday 
 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

CATHEDRAL OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

DIRECTORY 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

This is the third and final week of the Advent Season bible 
study conducted by Fr. Christy entitled  “The Light shines 
in the darkness and the darkness could not overcome it.”

Join us this Sunday, December 12 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in 
the Cathedral Community Room (CCR).
The evening will include prayer, 
study of the Bible and discussions 
as well as time for questions.  All 
are welcome and encouraged to 
attend!

This event will NOT be live streamed.  
Registration is free and required to 

attend.  Donations Appreciated.

Please register at: https://fortieth-
anniversary.abilafundraisingonline.com/scotthahn2021

CELEBRATE SIMBANG GABI

The Filipino Apostolate of St. Francis Cathedral invites all to 
the kick off Mass celebration of Simbang Gabi, a Filipino tra-
dition of celebrating nine-day series of Masses contemplat-
ing on the Blessed Mother’s anticipation of the Birth of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. This Mass will be celebrated by Bishop 
Checchio Wednesday, December 15th starting at 7pm here at 
Cathedral. Come and experience the beauty of this tradition 
that brings us closer to the real meaning of Christmas, which 
we especially need in these challenging times.

ADVENT PARISH PENANCE SERVICE

Before celebrating the Sacrament of Penance, one should pre-
pare themselves with an examination of conscience, 
which involves 
reflecting prayerfully on one's thoughts, words, and deeds in 
order to identify any sins.
There are various types of examinations of conscience but re-
gardless of which one you use to prepare yourself for the Sac-
rament it should be rooted in Scripture; particularly, the Ten 
Commandments and Beatitudes.   This weekend, you will find 
at all entrances, a copy of an Examination of  Conscience to 
take home and reflect on for next weeks Penance Service.  

Date: December 19, 2021
Time: 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Place: Cathedral
Presider:  Very Rev. Timothy A. Christy, VG, Rector
Theme: Preparing for the coming of Christ 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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REFLECTING ON 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

REJOICE!! 

DECEMBER 12, 2021 • THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 

NEXT SUNDAY’S 

READINGS  
 

                                                                                                 

 Mi 5:1-4 
 Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
 Heb 10:5-10 
 Lk 1:39-45 

“Rejoice in the Lord always, I shall say it again: rejoice!” 

 We have arrived at Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete is the Latin word for “rejoice”) this Third Week of 
Advent, and the Scriptures take on a joyful tone as we continue our preparations for the feast of 
our Savior’s birth and ultimately for His Second Coming.  

Our First Reading, from Zephaniah, certainly gives us cause to rejoice. “Fear not… be not  
discouraged! The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior.” Even more cause for joy, this 
Savior delights in us — “He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in His love, He will 
sing joyfully because of you.” How can we not be moved by a God who pursues us, who comes to us as Savior, and who actually sings for joy 
over us! 

Our Second Reading gives still more cause for joy as St. Paul reminds us, “The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all.” Then he gives us a  
prescription for maintaining this peace: “In everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then 
the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s instructions for obtaining peace 
come as an early Christmas gift. They remind us that we can and should go to God with all our needs and present them to Him  along with 
our thanks. This guidance calls to mind a vital aspect of a stewardship way of life: gratitude to God in response to His great love and  
countless gifts to us. 

The Gospel passage, from Luke, shows us how to live out this sense of thankfulness, making our lives a “Christmas gift” to Christ in joyful 
response to His love for us. When the crowds hear John the Baptist’s message that their Savior is coming, they ask him what they should do 
to prepare. He responds, “Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do the same.” 
He tells tax collectors to stop collecting more than is prescribed and soldiers, to be satisfied with their wages. In other words, he tells them 
to be good and generous stewards of all God’s gifts to them! 

 As the great feast of Christmas draws near, let us rejoice in Christ’s extravagant love. Let’s avail ourselves of the peace He longs to give us. 
And let’s look carefully at our lives to make sure we are indeed making of them a gift fitting for Him. When we get this “gift” right, all the 
other gifts and to-dos on our Christmas list will fall into their proper place.  

PLEASE NOTE:  

TIME CHANGE 
 

 

The Church will now close at  
4:00 pm  

daily Monday  - Friday.   

RETIREMENT FUND 

FOR RELIGIOUS 
 

This weekend’s collection is for Elderly 

Catholic sister, brothers and religious order 

priests who have offered  their lives in  
service to others - educating the young, 

comforting the sick, and ministering to the 

less fortunate.   

Today many are frail and need assistance.  
Your gift to the retirement fund for religious 

helps furnish medications, nursing care, and 

more.  Please give generously to today’s 

second collection 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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If you are in need of food, call (732) 548-0100 x225, Social Concerns at on  
Monday to schedule an appointment to pick up food Tuesday-Thursday.  
The use of face masks is strictly enforced when visiting the Parish. Center. 

STOP&SHOP  

BLOOMIN’ 4 GOOD PROGRAM 

 
 

A program to benefit St. Francis of 
Assisi Social Concerns Ministry Food Pantry.   

For the month of December 2021, our Social  
Concerns Food Pantry has been selected to  
receive a $1 donation for every $10.99 Bloomin’4 
Good Flower Bouquet with the red circle sticker 
sold at the store located at 581 Stelton Road.    
 

 Thank you for your support.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM 
 

We are collecting gifts for the St. Vincent De Paul.   

Suggested gifts are small appliances: irons, hairdryers, toasters, coffee  

makers, mixers, etc.  For toys:  electronic games with batteries, dolls, trains, 

trucks, building blocks, sports equipment, videos, etc.  For clothing: gloves, 

hats, socks, underwear, sweaters, and shirts.   

Please note that we need larger sizes for men, women and children’s clothes.  

We request that all gifts be new and delivered unwrapped to the Social  

Concerns Office no later than December 15.  Please try to include children 

(ages 3 to 18) on your gift list.  Any questions or concerns, please call Social 

Concerns Office at (732) 548-0100, x-225. 

THE GIVING TREE 

Advent Season 

The Giving Tree is located in the Cathedral  
vestibule throughout the Advent Season.  It is decorated with requests for 
Christmas gifts.  Please choose a card from the tree, fulfill the request on the 
card being careful to follow the printed instructions, and return your gift 
wrapped and marked for women, men & size, to the Giving Tree.  
For patients at Roosevelt Care Center and Care One, The Highlands  
suggested presents are: socks, toiletries, large print books and cards,  
rosaries, candles, sugar-free or  regular candy, magnifying glass, sweater, 
sweatshirt, etc. Gifts for newborns and infants and toddlers may include 
clothing, blankets and especially diapers, baby wipes, which are very much 
needed by those who are struggling this Christmas season.  Deadline to drop 
off gifts at the Giving Tree is Wednesday, December 15th.   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TOY DRIVE 

DECEMBER 18th/19th 
Will be collaborating with Social Concerns to collect toys after every mass the  
weekend of December 18th & 19th.   

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY 

TURKEY DRIVE THANK YOU 

FROM SOCIAL CONCERNS 

My sincere thank you to Bishop James Checchio,  
Fr. Timothy Christy and Fr. Edgar Madarang for 
your presence and continued support.  The 
Knights of Columbus Team, the volunteers of the 
Community Bank of New Jersey, to Judy Tiu and 
Ann Mary Mortenson for volunteering their time 
to help out.  To Lauren Mortenson and Lucille 
Sayers for wrapping  the bread for distribution to 
the homebound and the bereaved.  To Romeo Tiu 
and the Boy Scout Troop 17.  To all parishioners 
and non-parishioners, and to our community 
friends who came out to donate Turkeys and non
-perishable items. 

My sincere appreciation to all of you for another 
successful Turkey Drive event.  A total of 216 Tur-
keys were donated.  
-Bidgie Williamson 

THANK YOU – ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

On behalf of our rector, Rev. Fr. Timothy Christy, I would like to extend our sincere gratitude for your very generous support of 

the Social Concerns Ministry here at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi during the Thanksgiving Holiday. The numerous gift 
cards (total of $2,135) and the food donations mean so much to us. Because of your generosity, we are able to further our mission 
in helping people in need most especially during this time. We continue to be the main point of contact for individuals who are 

seeking assistance, our sincere thanks to you, the staff, to the students and their parents!  Again, many thanks for your support.  It 
means the world to us, and all of the people we are able to help in our parish community. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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“Let us Rejoice!” 
Dear Cathedral Family, 
 

It is amazing but true---we are heading into the last days of Advent as we mark week three, which is also known by its Latin 
name “Gaudate Sunday,” which means “let us rejoice.”  This Sunday contemplates something deeper than a passing  
sentiment of lifted spirits. Most of us could easily look around at our lives and find lots of reasons not to rejoice.  Sometimes 

it can even feel downright annoying that there exists an expectation that we should be “feeling good,” at this time of year---
you know---getting into the “holiday spirit.”  When in reality it is the season with statistically the highest amount of  

depression, anxiety, acting out with drugs, alcohol, gambling, illicit sex and contemplated and attempted suicide.  Many 
folks are in real pain---and the holiday season seems to bring out the sadness of loneliness and broken family relationships.  
Today’s mark of rejoicing is not an invitation to denial of life’s problems, on the contrary, it is acknowledgement that even 

with serious problems, that God has a definitive better plan in store for us.  Behold, He comes!   He comes to save us---from 
everything we cannot handle.  He comes to share our pain and sadness, and fill it with His presence.  
 

It does require that we accept His coming—on His terms---so it necessarily requires that we “let it be done according to His 
Word.”  I do not know what that may look like in your life, but I do know that for any of us it will be a stretch.  If we are not 
feeling stretched in some way by seeking God, then we are not seeking the One, True God, but rather a God of our own  

making in order to suit our own disorders.  Let us resolve to allow God to be our God---and trust Him in a whole new way---
like never before!  
 

This Sunday is also December 12.th and if it were not a Sunday, we would honor Our Lady of Guadalupe---who hangs proudly 
in our sanctuary from when Bishop Checchio consecrated our diocese to her in 2019.  However, it is a good spiritual  
reminder to us of the graces she intercedes for us.  She is the Star of the New Evangelization---as She appeared almost 500 

years ago to St. Juan Diego outside of Mexico City---assuring him—“am I not here,? am I not your Mother?”   Today let us 
contemplate her promise to accompany us along the way of our trials and tribulations of daily life---always pointing us to 
the heavenly realm where our true homeland lies.  It’s not a sentimental feeling---but a further reality that God wants to 

comfort us along our journey of life and not give up. 
 

Next Sunday from 4:00pm to 6:00pm we will have our Parish Penance Service. Confession is a necessary part of the  

Christian life---it brings us healing and strength to the particular places within us that are broken because of our sinfulness, 
selfishness and disregard for our true dignity as sons and daughters of God.  Please take an examination of conscience from 
the doors of the Church on your way out, or consult our website for an examination.  Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance and 

courage to bring your whole self in trust to the confessional and know that the God of Mercy will meet you and renew you.  
 

Finally, it has been brought to my attention that sadly, there are scams going on where people contact our good people, and 

pose as me, the bishop or other clergy and ask for gift cards or other monetary gifts.  I want to assure you, I nor the other 
clergy would ever make that kind of call.   Please alert us if it does happen, but please do not give to those kinds of imposters.   
 

As we near the sacred days of Christmas, let us ask for the grace to “open wide our hearts” to Him who longs for us.  The 
Lord desires to do great things in our lives.  He desires us to allow Him to work through us to touch others. 
 

May this week be filled with wonder and awe all around as we contemplate God’s beauty, goodness and nearness.   May our 
Christmas trees and Crèche be a symbol of our warmth and prayers inviting all who pass by to the brilliance of God’s Son, 
coming to us as a baby---who is forever the true Light of the World. 
 

May He come quickly and not delay and find us ready!  
Father Christy 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SICK 

Sonia Avila 
Donna Kwiatkowski-Belt 
Walter Boychick 
Arturo Bustria 
Jim Capriglione  
Peter Coakes 
Catherine Colapinto 
Joseph Corrican 
David Corriera 
James Dudley 
Gladys, Willie, Jason 
Gonzalez 
Andrea Hansen  
Louise M. Herbert 
Allison Henry 
Jerry Kozak 
Bob Kudlacik 
Jane Langowski 
Marian Licameli 
Marie Elaine Mackiewicz 
Estela Munoz 
Josephine Napolitano 
Annabella Njodzeka 
Bill North 
Rose T. Pichon 
Antoinette Porvel  
Marion Price 
Pam Reed 
Stephen Reilly 
Sandy Renker 
Marian Schultz 
Robin Sportiello 
Tim Sullivan 
Angela Veronica  
Angela Zammit 
FOR THOSE WHO 

HAVE DIED  

Margaret Burda 
Darlene Burton 
Madeline Brady 
Ryan Callas 
Diana Lee Degnan 
Natalie Franzyshen 
Paul Jakupcionis 
Maryanne R. Kane 
Thomas Kenny 
Richard Lemongelli 
Father of Boris Moczula 
Mary Nguyen 
Albert Nomey 

Ophelia November  
George Ogg 
Marian Pakula 
Brian Peppard 
Bernard Rafferty 
Joseph Ziznewski 

PLEASE PRAY  

PRAY THE 

ROSARY 
 

Every Wednesday 
following 12:10PM Mass, 
parishioners gather on 
the plaza in front of the 
Cathedral to pray the 
Rosary. Their prayerful 
intention is forCOVID-19 
vaccines to be approved/  
swiftly administered; for 
the health and healing of 
those afflicted with the 
virus; for those who have 
lost their lives and for 
their loved ones who are 
bereaved; for the safety 
and welfare of our 
country.  All welcome! 

AND ALL THOSE 

RECOMMENDED IN THE 

BOOK OF INTENTIONS 

PRAYER TREE:  

Submit requests via email: 
sfprayertree @msn.com. 
We will pray for your  
requests for two weeks.  
Updates are always  
appreciated. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

SUNDAY · December 12 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

7:30 am …….……………………………………………………...Angelo Villani r/o Fran 
9:00 am.………..……….….Living & Deceased Members of the Altz Family 
…………………………………………………………………………..r/o Rod & Dolores Altz  
10:30 am…..………………………………………...John Coakley r/o Smyth Family 
12:00 pm..………………………….Living & Deceased Members of St. Francis 
 

MONDAY · December 13 
St. Lucy 
 

7:00 am………………………...………….…......John Story r/o The Monteleones 
8:00 am…………………………..……..Gerard LaPointe r/o Jady & Lisa Lantin 
12:10 pm…………..……….……………………….....Oscar Lucero r/o Norma Luna 
 

TUESDAY · December 14 
St. John of the Cross 
 

7:00 am……………………..…....Martire Bortenti r/o Mr. & Mrs. Villanueva 
8:00 am…….............Cresenciana T. Guerra r/o Myrna & Willie Deluna 
12:10 pm……………....…...Silvino & Norma Vendiola r/o Vendiola Family 
 

WEDNESDAY · December 15 
 

7:00 am…...…..…………...……......Maureen Loesch r/o Rosellen L. Murray  
8:00 am…….…………...…………………….....(Liv.) May Castaneda r/o Family 
12:10 pm…………….….....Richard Policastro r/o Mr. & Mrs. Fred Carpene  
  
THURSDAY ·  December 16 
 

7:00 am….……….(Liv.) Margaret & Bill Manza’s Wedding Anniversary 
………………………………………………………………………………...………....r/o Rectory 
Staff 
8:00 am…….……………………………….....Theodore Kuntar r/o Brink Family 
12:10 pm……………………………………..…...Florence & Dale Meek r/o Family 

 

FRIDAY ·  December 17 
 

7:00 am…...….....Dolores Marie Kaprosch r/o Ann Marie & John Regan 
8:00 am…….……..……………………....Eleanor Brennan r/o Wynne Floherty 
12:10 pm………………………………....Msgr. Richard A. Behl r/o Razal Family 
 

SATURDAY · December 18 
 

8:00 am……………………………….……....…...….Lima Ong Tan r/o Tan Family 
5:00 pm………………...... Souls of Pereira & Fernandes Family r/o Family 
*7:00 pm………..…………………………………...Melanie Farrell r/o Jack Farrell 
 *Priest will celebrate this Mass privately  

 

SUNDAY · December 19 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

7:30 am …….…………………………………………...John Riggio r/o Riggio Family 
9:00 am.………..……………………………………….….Teresa Ne r/o Sr. Maria Lan  
10:30 am.………………...Frank, Mary & Walter Niedbala r/o Bixel Family 
12:00 pm..……………………..……….Al Kattenhorn r/o Kathy & Steve Walsh 

The Sanctuary Candle for this week  
has been donated in honor of  

Sr. Judith Jubilee 
By Sisters of Christian Charity  

In the Cathedral  
 

In the Lady Chapel  
In memory of   

Barney Rafferty  
By The Schurko Family 

Serving overseas 

All serving in Covert  
Operations & Active Duty 

WATCH 

US  

LIVE 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 
 

In this time of stress and uncertainty, we ask 

parishioners to continue to tithe as their means 

allow. Just as your personal bills have not gone away during this 

pandemic, so too the Cathedral’s expenses still have to be paid.    
 

Even if you are not enrolled in eGiving, you can make a one-time 
gift by using the QR code or by going to:  

https://www.stfranciscathedral.org/give. Those who prefer to 

send in their gifts, please mail to or drop off at Rectory Office:           

 Tithing Week of November 28, 2021:   

             $   11,596 Faith Direct (eGiving)  

             $   12,377 In pew/mail/drop off 
          

Total Tithing = $23,973 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

Today's gospel offers an interesting exchange between John the 
Baptist and the multitudes who have come out to hear him. Who 
are these people? What are they looking for? They are ordinary 
people, looking for words of comfort, searching for answers to the 
riddles of life, hoping to find joy in the midst of everyday hassles. 
They are inquirers. John tells them about the one  who is coming 
who will bring a peace beyond anything they can understand. If 
you know someone who is searching, like those early inquirers in 
today's gospel, invite them to an RCIA inquiry session.  Inquiry 
sessions do not assume a commitment to join the Catholic Faith 
family. Inquiry sessions are opportunities to ask questions about 
God, Jesus, the Catholic Faith family. All who are unbaptized, 
baptized into another faith denomination, or baptized catholic 
but have not received Eucharist or confirmation, are invited. 
Inquiry sessions are for those who wish to inquire, explore, and 
search for ways to grow in relationship with God. For more 
information, call Sara Sharlow RCIA office: (732)742-1567. 

MARCH FOR LIFE  

PILGRIMAGE RETURNS 
 

We are pleased to annouce our pilgrimage to Washington 
DC for the Annual  March for Life.  We are blessed to be 
able to journey together again this year to be witnesses to 
God’s precious gift of Life in all its stages.   
The March is on Friday, January 21, rain or shine (or snow).  
There will be a Mass at 6:30am at the Cathedral.  The bus 
will depart at 7:00 am from Library Place.   
Refreshments will be provided on the bus.  We will make 
one rest stop each way.  You are welcome to bring lunch or 
purchase something at the rest stop.   
The cost this year will be $10 per person or $30 for a group 
of 4.  Please contact Elaine 
Yunker at ebo1974@yahoo.com 
or (732) 754-3692.  Reserva-
tions will be on a first come/
first served basis.  JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF 

The bereavement monthly group meeting, Step II: Journey 

through Grief– will start the first Tuesday of every month  
beginning on January 4 through May 7,  2022 from 7pm-9pm.   

This session is for anyone who has suffered a loss and is in the 

healing process and/or who has gone through our weekly  
bereavement process.   
These sessions are open to: all parishioners and non parishion-

ers, to all other religious denominations or to anyone who is  
interested.   
 

There is no fee; pre-registration is required. You may contact  

Jessie Flynn directly at (732)895-2563, Marybeth Connolly at  
(732) 512-8901 or Danielle Velona (732) 662-9406. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT  

ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL 

“Come to Me” 
Enjoy the sweet peace that comes from being with the One 
who loves you most!  Eucharistic Adoration has resumed. 
We invite you to spend one hour a week in adoration of Je-
sus, ever present in the Blessed Sacrament. New adorers are 
always welcome and needed. We especially need afternoon 
adorers. Adoration hours: 8:30am-5:00pm 
For information or to schedule an hour contact:  Marie 
D’AmicoEmail: dghmad@aol.com  

THANK YOU!  

2021 NJ RITE TO LIFE RAFFLE WINNERS 

New Jersey Right to Life wishes to express to the parishioners at St. 
Francis Cathedral Parish our sincere appreciation for your support of 
our annual car raffle fundraiser.  We are deeply thankful for your  
generosity which makes possible truly life saving work.  

The 2021 Raffle Winners are: 

1st Prize– Volvo - Mario Bernardo  Ticket#44305, Hunterdon County. 

2ND Prize- $1000 ShopRite GC– Vincent Narcisi  Ticket#32744, Ocean 
 County. 

3rd Prize- $750 ShopRite GC - Frank Rooney Ticket#062407, Burlington 
 County. 

4th Prize- $500 ShopRite GC - Richard Hayek Ticket#19803, Passaic 
 County.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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WE PRIORITIZE SAFETY 

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE  
Contact the Diocesan Response Officer: 

(908) 930-4558 (24/7) or visit the  
diocesan website:  

diometuchen.org/report-a-suspected-abuse 

ST. FRANCIS  

CATHEDRAL SCHOOL  
 

TRADITION. EXCELLENCE.  ACHIEVEMENT.   

PRE-K3 - 8TH GRADE 

Please see our virtual tour & registration information 
on our website at:  www.stfranciscathedralschool.org  

We offer FULL DAY Pre-K & Kindergarten Programs 

with before and after care from 7am - 6 pm.  We have 
art, music, gym and Spanish classes with All-in-One 
touchscreen computers, 3D printers and campus wide 

WIFI.   

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to learn more 

about what is going on in our National Blue Ribbon 
School!  Feel free to call our school office with any  
questions at (732)548-3107 

 MINISTRIES 

BAPTISM 
1:30pm on Sundays by appointment only. Baptismal Seminar and  
Pre-registration are required. Attendance during pregnancy is 
preferable. Contact Madonna Razal at (732) 548-0100 x214. 
 

MARRIAGE 
Those preparing for marriage should contact the Rectory Office one 
year in advance.  Couples are required to attend Pre Cana and “God’s 
Plan for a Joy Filled Marriage”.  Contact Angela Vanco at (732) 548-
0100, x212. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - Those wishing to learn more 
about being received into the Catholic Faith - Contact Sara Sharlow at 
(732) 742-1567.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
Contact the Director of Religious Education, Debra Schurko at (732) 
548-0100 x226 or her assistant, Meghan Moran  at (732) 
548-0100, x222. 
 

ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
St. Francis Cathedral School creates a Catholic atmosphere where 
children are challenged to develop respect, justice, and responsibility 
while growing intellectually and spiritually into leaders of the 21st 
Century.  Contact Principal Ann Major at (732) 548-3107. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEMORIALS & 

DONATIONS 

Did you know that in addition to Mass intentions for your loved ones 
you may remember them through the following memorial 
opportunities: 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Available weekly in the Cathedral at the High Altar for memorials, 
weddings and other occasions. Please contact Rectory Office for 
details. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLES 
Available weekly in the Cathedral and The Lady Chapel. Donation: 
$20. Enclose in an envelope with information and put in collection 
basket or mail or bring to Rectory. 
 

ST.FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL FUNDS: 
Memorial gifts may be made to the MSGR. RICHARD A. BEHL 
ENDOWMENT FUND to enrich the academic excellence of our 
parish school, offer tuition assistance through the  ST. FRANCIS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND and to the PHYLLIS WALKER MEMORIAL 
FUND to enhance the school library and  educational tools used for 
our students. Please inquire at the parish office or school office for 
further information.  
 

STATUARY CHAPEL 
If anyone wants to honor a saint., contact Kara. This room in the 
front of the Cathedral was previously the baptistery.  

CHRISTMAS GIFT 

 

For a truly meaningful Christmas present, one 
that lasts long after the decorations have been 
put away, why not give your spouse the gift of a Marriage 
Encounter Weekend?  
 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the 
time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen communication, 
and nourish the spirituality in your marriage.  
 

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be 
held February 4-6. 
 

Please apply ASAP as space is limited.  Call Tom & Ruth  
DeFalco (732) 904-9636 for application and information.  
Visit us at www.wwme.org for more information.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



We’re Accepting New Residents 
Assisted Living, Nursing & Memory Care 

732-902-4200
Meeting All NJ Infection Control Requirements

 Parkerlife.org | 

Highland Pk | New Brunswick | Somerset  
Piscataway | Monroe Twp
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Sylvanlearning.com/EdisonNJ

GIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATION 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

BOGO ACADEMIC CHECK UP $49

Start 2022 strong with 
Tutoring support and 
share the Sylvan 
experience with 
Relatives and Friends 
with a BOGO 
Academic Checkup.

Sylvan of Edison and
in partnership with
the Cathedral of St.

Francis of Assisi invite
Parishioners and their
Friends and Family to
experience the Sylvan

Way of Tutoring.
Assessment Value $49.  Limit 2 offers per family. 

. Offer valid at participating locations only.
Expires 12/31/21.

Sylvan of Edison
1110 Route 1 North, Edison, NJ 08817

Next to Chuck E Cheese
(848) 229-2024

www.Sylvanlearning.com/EdisonNJ
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