
Mass
Saturday Vigil ....................................... 5:00 pm
Sunday…………..…7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm
Monday-Friday .............. 7:00, 8:00 am, 12:10pm

Rosary at 8:30 and 11:45 am
Saturday………………………………..…………..8:00am                                                                  
............................................... Rosary at 8:45 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday........................................1:00-2:00 pm
or by appointment (732-548-0100)

All Masses are available 
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CLERGY 
Most Rev. James F. Checchio, 
JCD, MBA 
Bishop of Metuchen 

Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, DD 
Bishop Emeritus 

Very Rev. Timothy A. Christy 
Rector  

Rev. Edgar A. Madarang 
Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Jay Alquiros 
Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Roy Quesea 
In Residence 

J.P. Saggese 
Deacon 

Rick Fortune 
Deacon 

Kenneth T. Hamilton 
Deacon 

Guido J. Brossoni 
Deacon Retired 

Ed Olegario, M.D. 
Deacon Retired 

THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS CAN BE REACHED 

BY CONTACTING THE RECTORY OFFICE AT

(732) 548-0100

STAFF 
Kara Kwiatkowski, x210 
Managing Director 

David Liantonio, x233 
Business Manager 

Christopher Deibert, x235 
Director of Sacred Music 

Linda Dalton, x227 
Sacristan  

Cheryl Saggese, x307 
Lazarus Ministry 

Sarah Hollcraft, x306 
Youth Ministry 

CONTACTS

George Trapp 
Finance Council, Chairman 

Jane Conlon  /  
Janet Onufer Michael 
Advocates for Disabled 

Boris Moczula 
Lectors 

Tom Hansen 
Ushers 

Marie D’Amico 
Legion of Mary 

Kathy Divorkin 
Rosary Altar Society 

Knights of Columbus 
KofC3272.weebly.com 

Elaine Yunker 
Respect for Life 

Pamela Gendlek 
Body of Christ Prayer Group 

WELCOME 

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE 
Thank you for joining us for Mass today. 
We are so thankful for the Catholic 
community we have here at St. Francis 
and we're glad you are a part of it, 
whether it be in the Cathedral or via 
livestream (www.stfranciscathedral.org) 

EUCHARIST FOR 
SICK OR HOMEBOUND 
For those unable to physically come to 
Mass, we bring the Eucharist to you. 
Please call the rectory at (732) 548-0100 
and arrangements will be made. 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 
For those interested in registering with 
our parish, please complete the form in 
our parish office or on our website at 
stfranciscathedral.org/register. 

MARIAN NOVENA & ROSARY 
Join us Saturdays after the 8:00 am Mass 
as we pray the Marian Novena and 
Rosary. We encourage all to come, even 
if it is only for one Saturday. 

Parish Office 
Address ..........................45 Library Place 

Metuchen, NJ 08840 

Office Hours .................. Monday-Friday 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Phone ................... ………..(732) 548-0100 
Emergency Phone .......... (732) 710-1416 

Website  ............. stfranciscathedral.org 
Email ....... info@stfranciscathedral.org 

ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
Blue Ribbon School 

Address ......................... 528 Main Street 
Metuchen, NJ 08840 

Principal ...................... Ann Major, x238 

Phone. . . . . .  .................. (732) 548–3107 

Website... stfranciscathedralschool.org 

Home School Association 
HSA@stfranciscathedralschool.org 

PARISH CENTER 

Address ......................... 45 Library Place 
Metuchen, NJ 08840 

Phone ............................(732)548-0100 

Religious Education 
Debbie Schurko, PCL .....................  x226 
Meghan Moran, Assistant.............. x222 

Social Concerns 

Bidgie Williamson .......................... x225 
Hours ........................ Monday-Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

CATHEDRAL OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
548 Main St. Metuchen, NJ 08840 

DIRECTORY

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FROM THE OFFICE OF BISHOP CHECCHIO 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Again, we keep this solemn fast / A gift of faith from ages past, 
This Lent which bids us lovingly / To faith and hope and charity.  

 I always love praying on these wonderful words, said to come from Pope St. Gregory the Great, which remind us to give  
ourselves to this wonderful Lenten Season, which begins each year on Ash Wednesday. This is the opportunity the Church  
offers us each year to take up the directive of the prophet Joel that we hear every year on Ash Wednesday at Mass, “Yet even now, 
return to me with your whole heart” (2:12).   

So how do we return to Him with our whole heart? The first step is simple: the acknowledgment of the presence of God in our 
life. God knows each of us and has known us for a very long time: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were 
born, I dedicated you” ( Jer 1:5) Incredible to think about God’s individual love for each of us? No. So, give some time to prayer each 
day during Lent. Any time we do, our loving Father is there, waiting to listen to our prayers and petitions, waiting to convert 
our hearts to be more unto like His, beating in love for others.   

The next step is the wonderful gift of our Church’s Sacramental life, particularly the treasures of the Eucharist and Penance. 
Make the intention to attend Sunday Mass, especially in the season of Lent. Attend as a family if you are able. Or, if you are  
already doing so, try to attend a daily Mass or two some other days of the week.  

 In this time of Eucharistic Revival, consider going to Eucharistic Adoration where you can meet Jesus and receive his peace and 
love or spend a few minutes in a church simply sitting in the presence of our Lord in the tabernacle, either before or after  
Sunday Mass or stop in a church some other time during the week. Jesus is always there waiting for you. 

The other profound way to return to our Lord with our whole heart is in the wonderful Sacrament of Penance, where we truly 
encounter God’s grace, forgiveness and mercy. Go to Confession during Lent! Thanks to a translation modification, you might 
even notice that the prayer of absolution has slightly changed.   

This year, I also ask us to take up a particular Lenten “task” to consider. It is so disturbing that more and more in the news we 
hear of bias attacks against our brothers and sisters of other faiths and to their houses of worship (synagogues, Mosques,  
Islamic centers, Temples). Each of these acts of vandalism begin in the heart before they are acted upon with physical  
vandalism or destruction. Jesus warned us and all His followers that we would be judged by the evil intent in our heart as much 
as the physical offense that may result (Mt 5:21-24).  So, this Lent I ask all of us, my brothers and sisters of the Church of  
Metuchen, to examine our heart, and ask God during this penitential season to remove any prejudices we may have. I have 
heard more than once from our priests and others in the diocese of the words of my late predecessor, Bishop Edward Hughes, 
prejudice and racism “…are wrong. They are terribly wrong.” He was certainly prophetic in striving to eradicate racism from 
our midst.   

We all have our own prayer lives and relationship with God, but our faith is lived communally, in imitation of the Communion 
of our Triune God. All of us enter Lent together and all of us finish at the same time. All of us begin on Ash Wednesday and  
finish at the Upper Room and Gethsemane and Calvary and the empty tomb. Recalling the words of St. Paul, I ask you to  
compete well and finish the race (2.Timothy 4:7).  

During this grace-filled time, know that you have a special place in my prayers. I also ask you to pray for our good priests, who 
so often in trying to make things special for our good parishioners Lenten observances use up valuable time they could use on 
their own personal Lenten journey. Our priests need your prayers, as do I, so please pray for me too. Know of my love and  
prayers for you and know how grateful I am that we are on this journey together! God bless you with a blessed Lent.  

We pray, O blessed Three in One, / Our God while endless ages run,  
That this, our Lent of forty days, / May bring us growth and give you praise.”-- Pope St. Gregory the Great 

With renewed best wishes, I remain yours in Christ. 

Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA - Bishop of Metuchen 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 

Take advantage of the many opportunities offered at the Cathedral for spiritual  

renewal during Lent. 

Daily Mass: Monday– Friday, 7:00, 8:00 a.m.; 12:10 p.m., Saturday at 8:00 a.m. 

BEHOLD  Diocesan three day Lenten Mission- March 6th, 7th & 8th at 6:30 p.m.  
     Closing Mass with Bishop Checchio on March 8th at 7:30 p.m. 

Friday Stations of the Cross - 12:50 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturdays 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.  

Eucharistic Adoration - Lady Chapel, Monday - Friday, 8:30 am. - 5:00 p.m.  

Lenten Tuesday’s– Preaching, Confession & Compline February 28th,  March 14th & 28th 

GUIDELINES FOR THE 2024 MASS INTENTION BOOK 

Our 2024 Book of Mass Intentions will be opened on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, 9:30AM 

in the Parish Center located at 45 Library Place. 

To accommodate the requests of many parishioners, we have implemented new guidelines for  
receiving Mass intention requests: Only five (5) Mass intentions per parishioner will be allowed on the 

day the Mass Book opens (March 8). 

Once parishioners have had a chance for their initial five (5) Mass intentions, they are free to return 
beginning April 19th for additional requests.  Please keep in mind that only three (3) Sunday Masses are allowed per family per 

calendar year. 

Please review the general guidelines below for requesting a Mass intention:

• Each parish family is allowed up to ten (10) scheduled Mass intentions (up to 3 of these can be Sundays) in the calendar year.
• Only one  (1) Mass per day can be prayed for any individual intention.
• No Mass will be reserved in the book without a stipend of $10.00.

• There will be no limit on unannounced Mass requests. These Masses are available at any time and are sent to Office of
Missions of the Diocese of Metuchen for a donation of $5.00.

• Those who are homebound or unable to visit the office may mail in their requests along with a check or cash with the proper

offering.  Forms are available on our parish website or by calling the parish office  to request one. These requests will be
processed after the initial Mass book opening date, beginning March 13 – no exceptions. Please do not call in your intentions
as we cannot process requests over the phone.

• Christmas Vigil and Christmas Day, Easter Vigil and Easter Masses, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Masses are always for the
intentions of the Living and Deceased Members of the Parish. All Soul’s Day Masses are for the intention of the Faithful

Departed.  In addition, one Sunday Mass per weekend is offered for the intention of the living and deceased parishioners of
the Cathedral of St. Francis (Pro populo).

• Please also note that Church governance requires that only one intention (person) per Mass is allowed. However, for pastoral

concerns to letter accommodate the needs of the parishioners, we will adhere to the following: Up to three first names with
the same last name (i.e. John, Paul and Mary Smith) or two last names only (i.e. Scott and Smith Families) will be allowed 
per intention.

• Due to the large size of the parish, it is absolutely first-come, first-serve. Mailed in requests will be processed starting
March 13, or once we have processed walk-in requests (whichever is sooner).

THE STATIONS OF 

THE CROSS

Fridays following the 
12:10 Mass and at  

7:30 PM 

SAVE THE DATE  
Parish Penance Service 
Sunday, March 
26th  
4:00 - 6:00 PM  
in the Cathedral 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ADORATION CHAPEL- 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO 

DURING LENT? 

Why not consider committing to an hour in our Eucharistic 
Adoration chapel.  If you can’t commit to a full hour, maybe 

invite a friend to share the hour with you.  Or gather a 
group of friends to share an hour, and you can take turns 
rotating through the weeks of Lent.  Guaranteed, it will be 

the best hour of your week! We are in need of Adorers and 
Jesus is waiting for you! 
For information contact Marie D’Amico at (732) 906-6537 

or email: dghmad@aol.com  

INTRODUCTION TO LENT TNL 

If you are in High School, you are invited to our Introduction to Lent TNL.  

February 26th  6:00-7:30 p.m.  In the Youth Room at the Parish Center.   

For more information contact Sara & Brian at stfrancis@boldym,com 

LENTEN  

EVENING OF 

REFLECTION 

February 28/March 14/ 
March 28 at 7:00 PM 

Join us on the following Tuesday evenings for an evening of 

reflection. A speaker will speak to us on how to grow in our 

spiritual life especially during this season of Lent. Confessions 

will also be available. The evening will conclude with Compline 

(Night Prayer) of the Liturgy of the Hours. 

A Three-Night Encounter with 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 

at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi, 
Monday, March 6 at 6:30 PM 

Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, March 8 at 6:30 PM followed by  
closing Mass with Bishop Checchio at 7:30 PM. 

Livestream of the mission talks will be available at 
www.stfranciscathedral.org and 
www.diometuchen.org/eucharisticrevival 

Questions? Please contact the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and Communication at  
(732) 529-7936

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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RITE OF ELECTION AND RITE OF CALLING CANDIDATES 

TO CONTINUING CONVERSION: 

On the first Sunday of Lent, in every diocese throughout the world, catechumens celebrate, with their Bishop: the Rite of  
Election.  Our Catechumens JERLIN GARO and CHARLES MESSINA will join catechumens from other parishes in the Diocese on 
Sunday afternoon at the Cathedral with Bishop Checchio.  Candidates from our Diocese will celebrate the Rite of Calling 
 Candidates to Continuing Conversion at their respective parishes. The Cathedral’s candidates, MARK ADOLPH, ANNA CHEN, 
JENNIFER  GLAVASICH,  KRISTAL LASHLEY and MATTHEW MONTVILLE will celebrate that Rite at the 5:00 pm Mass on  
Saturday evening.   

Their journey to Reception into the Catholic Church has been a gradual process which has taken place within this parish. 
The Rite of Election, for the catechumens and the Rite of Calling Candidates To Continuing Conversion for the candidates is one of the 
various steps in that process and it marks the end of the catechumenate phase and the beginning of the next phase, called  
purification and enlightenment; a more intense preparation for the sacraments which coincides with the Lenten Season. We, the 
entire parish community, have the primary responsibility for the preparation of our catechumens and candidates, through our 
prayers, our example and our participation in the various Rites. The catechumens cannot move into the next phase or be  
recognized for their progress by Bishop Checchio at The Rite of Election and the candidates cannot be recognized for their  
progress at the Rite of Call to Continuing Conversion without our recommendation. Their catechists and sponsor have publicly  
declared that they are ready to live faithfully the commitment of the sacraments they will receive with us.  Today we  
invite them to fuller participation in our parish community's work: preaching the Good News, prayer, reconciliation, worship and 
service - for the life of the world. Jerlin and Charles who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil, now known as a Catechumen, will, 
after the Rite of Election, be called an Elect.  Mark, Anna, Jennifer, Kristal and Matthew, already baptized, will be  
received into the Catholic Church and receive Confirmation and Eucharist. 

 We invite you to become a spiritual sponsor for one of them. A spiritual sponsor is one who prays for the specific catechumen or 
candidate of their choice.  You can go to our parish’s website to find their biographies and pictures.  They need our prayers,  
encouragement, support, etc., as they enter the final period of their preparation to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.  A nice way 
to show your support is to drop the one you are praying for a note, telling him/her that you are praying for them.  Please put their 
name on the envelope, c/o RCIA, and drop it off at the Rectory, or in the collection basket at any of the Masses during 
Lent.  You also have the option to send a note electronically by going to the parish website.

On Sunday, March 5, at the 7:30 AM Mass we celebrate the PENITENTIAL RITE for our candidates, MARK ADOLPH, ANNA 
CHEN, JENNIFER GLAVASICH , KRISTAL LASHLEY and MATTHEW MONTVILLE, who are preparing for the reception of  
Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. The moving and powerful prayers of this Rite evoke the baptismal graces 
which they have already received and ask for God’s help for their spiritual growth and for their spiritual healing. In the  
meantime Inquiry Sessions are still meeting. If you, or someone you know, is unbaptized or baptized into another Christian  
community and would like to become part of the Catholic family please call Sara Sharlow at RCIA –(732)742-1567.   
Those who have been baptized Catholic but have not received BOTH sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist are also  
invited to call RCIA. 

2023 BISHOP’SANNUAL APPEAL-RENEWED AND SENT ON MISSION BY THE EUCHARIST 

The impact and success of the Catholic Center at Rutgers  is relational outreach to students, a distinct approach for 

college campus ministry. The staff includes religious from the Sisters of Jesus Our Hope and the Brotherhood of Hope, as 
well as, the Associate Director of Vocations for the Diocese of Metuchen and several interns. They are out on campus meeting and 
interacting with students where they live their lives and also reach them using the tools of technology. Thanks to your gift to the 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal, the Catholic Center offers a safe haven where students are able to grow in their knowledge and practice 
of the faith, experience a meaningful sense of service to the community, and come to a deeper understanding of their call to  
discipleship.  Thank you for your support. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SICK 

Rod Altz 
Angela Bianchini 
Robert Bisogno 
Bishop Emeritus 
Paul  G. Bootkoski 
Walter Boychick 
Kathleen Boyles Turk 
Jim Capriglione 
William Rocky Colavito 
Tracey Coleman 
Jeanie Danner 
Dr. Edward J. Donahue 
James Dudley 
Janette Fantasia 
Shelly Greene 
Eric Griffin 
Joey Hale 
Allison Henry 
Louise M. Herber  
Lauren Kaczynski 
Richard Kenny 
Lia Leano 
Mother of Marianita 
Licameli 
Marian Licameli 
Marty Lonczak 
Santina Mara 
David Mele 
Colby Morse 
Tom Murphy  
Margaret O’Hare 
Tom O’Neil 
Yolanda Payne  
Kathy Qasim  
Pam Reed 
Stephen Reilly 
Mary Ruchalski  
Eleanor Sammond 
Jaime Santiago  
Suzanne Sardone  
Tom Sharlow 
Vanessa Sisk 
John Skarbek 
Pam Sloan 
Elizabeth Smith  
Kevin Speckin  
Kevin Sullivan 
Mary Swarbrick 
Elizabeth Lyons Sweatman 
Veronica Tan  
Wade Vannet Boychick 
Valerie Waterman  
Patricia Wakeman
Dorothy “Dot” Yuhasz 

Msgr. Bob Zamorski 
 

FOR THOSE WHO 

HAVE DIED  

Andronico Adaptante
Joseph Charles Bonk
Kevin Floersch  
Lucille T. Nielsen 
Catherine Olbeter 
Joseph Padalino 
Edward H. Perrone 
Fr. Albert Roca 
Aurelia Rivera 
George Trapp 
Stephen Walsh  

PLEASE PRAY 

AND ALL THOSE 

RECOMMENDED IN THE

BOOK OF INTENTIONS 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SUNDAY · February 26 
First Sunday of Lent  
7:30 am…Francesco Pontoriero r/o Mr. & Mrs. Pasquale Calello 
9:00 am…………………………..Diosdado Ulep r/o Madarang Family 
10:30 am……………………………….Joseph Hoang r/o Peter & Phuong 
12:00 pm………………..Living & Deceased St. Francis Parishioners 

MONDAY - February 27 
7:00 am…………..........Joseph Bucci r/o Central Square/Parish NY 
8:00 am….Lou (Butch) Stiegelmayer r/o John & Ann Lazzarotti 
12:10 pm………………………………………….Eileen Hart r/o Diane Vesey 

TUESDAY · February 28 

7:00 am…Con & Kathleen Smith r/o Russ & Mary Ann Lawyer 
8:00 am……….Mrs. Susan Ackerson r/o Carolyn & Christopher 
………………………………………………………………….…...DeMaio & Family 
12:10 pm……………………..Charles Maitland r/o Marianne J. Stives 

WEDNESDAY · March 1 

7:00 am…….…………...……..John Kelleher r/o The Moebus Family 

8:00 am…………………………Jeannine Marie Mulhare r/o A Friend 

12:10 pm…Paul & Jean Maloskey r/o James Mahoney & Family 

THURSDAY ·  March 2 
7:00 am………………………..Diego Villaquiran r/o Marlon Mendoza 

8:00 am…………………………………..Maria Coquia r/o Coquia Family 
12:10 pm………...Marie Sirianni r/o Very Rev. Timothy A. Christy 

FRIDAY ·  March 3 
7:00 am……………..Linda Marquis r/o Friends at Perth Amboy St. 
……………………………………………………...Vincent De Paul Food Pantry 

8:00 am……………………………….Emil Depasquale r/o Wife, Miriam 

12:10 pm……………………..……………Carole Bihuniak r/o Dick Family 

SATURDAY · March 4 
8:00 am………..…………………...Eulalia S.Palalay r/o Cosare Family 

5:00 pm…….……..…………….………...Grace O'Hal r/o Richard O'Hal 

SUNDAY · March 5 
Second Sunday of Lent 
7:30 am………………………….……...Joseph Hoang r/o Peter & Huong 

9:00 am………………….Living & Deceased St. Francis Parishioners 

10:30 am……………………………….Joseph Wojciechowski r/o Family 

12:00 am…...(Liv.) Wedding Anniversary of Veronica & Juanito 

………………………………………………………………………….Tan r/o Children 

PRAYER TREE: 

Submit requests via email: 
Prayers@stfranciscathedral. 
org  or go to stfranciscathe-
dral.org/prayer-tree  
We will pray for your  
requests for two weeks. 
Updates are always  
appreciated. 

The Sanctuary Candle for this week 
Has been donated in memory of  

Teresa Bolido 
By Bolido Family 

In the Cathedral 
 
 

In the Lady Chapel In  Memory of 
Jose T. Enriquez, Jr. 
By Erwin/Lourdes Enriquez  

Serving overseas 

All serving in Covert  
Operations & Active Duty 

PRAY THE 

ROSARY 

Every Wednesday 
following 12:10p.m.  
Mass; we gather to pray 
the Rosary.  
Please joins us inside the 
Cathedral, in front 
nearest the sanctuary.  
The Rosary begins at 
1:00p.m.  
All are welcome  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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RENTAL NEEDED 

Couple looking for a one-bedroom with full bathroom 

to rent in a house and willing to pay $1,500.00 per 
month. Please contact Social Concerns Ministry Office 
at (732) 548-0100 x225 or you may contact Eric 

Dandrow directly at (201) 370-0984. 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Even if you are not enrolled in eGiving, you can make 

a one-time gift by using the QR code or by going to: 

https://www.stfranciscathedral.org/give.  

Those who prefer to send in their gifts, please mail to 

or drop off at Rectory Office. 

Tithing Week of February 5, 2023: 

 $13,297 Faith Direct (eGiving) 
 $14,084 In pew/mail/drop off  

   Total Tithing = $27,381 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY 

 If you are in need of food, call Social Concerns at (732) 548-0100 x225, 

on Monday to schedule an appointment to pick up food   

Tuesday-Thursday.  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities for Social Concerns Ministry – for 
early sign-up please call (732) 548-0100, x-225.  Service hours for  
confirmation candidates will be available. 

 Easter Flower Distribution – Students/Parents and
Parishioners 

 Upcoming Spring Craft Fair – Students/Parents and
Parishioners 

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE 

One of our parishioners is in need of a  

kidney transplant. If you or anyone you know has an 

O blood type and is interested in  becoming a donor, 

please contact KidneydonorNL@gmail.com

Thank you! 

DIOCESAN YOUTH 

DAY 2023 

St. Thomas Aquinas High School, 

Edison March 12th  

11:30 a.m.—5:00 P.M Cost $20. 

Throughout the course of this day, teens will come 

together to enter into the sacrament of Mass  

celebrated by Bishop Checchio, have fun with one 

another, hear a keynote from CFR, Fr. Malachy, have 

the opportunity for Adoration and 

Confession, and enjoy some live  

music, good food and more! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 MINISTRIES 

BAPTISM 
1:30pm on Sundays by appointment only. Baptismal Seminar and  
Pre-registration are required. Attendance during pregnancy is 
preferable. Contact Madonna Razal at (732) 548-0100 x214. 
MARRIAGE 
Those preparing for marriage should contact the Rectory Office one 
year in advance.  Couples are required to attend Pre Cana and “God’s 
Plan for a Joy Filled Marriage”.  Contact Angela Vanco at (732) 548-
0100, x212. 
R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - Those wishing to learn more
about being received into the Catholic Faith - Contact Sara Sharlow
at (732) 742-1567.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
Contact the Director of Religious Education, Debra Schurko at (732)
548-0100 x226 or her assistant, Meghan Moran  at (732)
548-0100, x222. 
ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
St. Francis Cathedral School creates a Catholic atmosphere where
children are challenged to develop respect, justice, and responsibility
while growing intellectually and spiritually into leaders of the 21st 
Century.  Contact Principal Ann Major at (732) 548-3107.
PRAYER TREE MINISTRY
This is a simple, yet powerful way to help others during a difficult
time or with a difficult situation . Please contact Belinda Coakes
at:  sfprayertree@msn.com

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEMORIALS & 

DONATIONS 

Did you know that in addition to Mass intentions for your loved ones 
you may remember them through the following memorial 
opportunities: 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Available weekly in the Cathedral at the High Altar for memorials, 
weddings and other occasions. Please contact Rectory Office for 
details. 
SANCTUARY CANDLES 
Available weekly in the Cathedral and The Lady Chapel. Donation: 
$20. Enclose in an envelope with information and put in collection 
basket or mail or bring to Rectory. 
ST.FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL FUNDS: 
Memorial gifts may be made to the MSGR. RICHARD A. BEHL 
ENDOWMENT FUND to enrich the academic excellence of our 
parish school, offer tuition assistance through the  ST. FRANCIS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND and to the PHYLLIS WALKER MEMORIAL 
FUND to enhance the school library and  educational tools used for 
our students. Please inquire at the parish office or school office for 
further information.  
STATUARY CHAPEL 
If anyone wants to honor a saint., contact Kara. This room in the 
front of the Cathedral was previously the baptistery.  

MOMS GROUP 

Wednesday, March 1st 9:30 . -11 a.m. in Joseph Room. 
Guest speaker; Mrs. May Hom will give a  talk based on 
Fr. Jaques Phillipe's book, The Way of Trust and Love . 
Free child care is available for morning meetings.  
New members, please contact Karen Hogan at   
themetuchenhogans@gmail.com.  

THE MUSIC AT MASS 

Lent is upon us, and as we continue our 

discussion on the most important sung 
parts of the Mass, we find ourselves at 
the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) and the Lord’s Prayer for 

the congregation, and the various prayers of the Mass 
sung by the Celebrant (Collect, Prayer over the Offerings, 
the Preface, the Prayer after Communion, the Dismissal).  

Let’s focus on the Sanctus this week. 
The Sanctus has been a part of the Eucharistic prayer 
since prior to the 5th century, and concludes the Preface 

prayer, leading us into the Canon of the Mass 
(Eucharistic Prayers), in which Christ the High Priest, 
through the priest celebrant in persona Christi,  

transubstantiates the bread and wine into the Body and 
Blood of our Lord.  The first part of the Sanctus  
essentially comes from the prophet Isaiah 6:3 – Holy, 

holy, holy is the Lord of hosts… all the earth is filled with His 
glory, concluding with the ending portion of Matthew 1 0,8 – 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 The second part of the Sanctus also comes from MT 12:9 
and goes back to an earlier part of the verse – Blessed is  
He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna… With 

these two parts of the Sanctus, we are expressing the 
dual nature of Christ – His Divine nature in the first part 
and His human nature in the second part – fully God and 

fully man.  In our Eucharistic celebration, we worship 
Christ in the same fashion as did those who welcomed 
Him into Jerusalem.  And just as Christ’s Passion fol-

lowed soon after the welcome of the crowd, so too does 
the sacramental memorial of His Passion follow our  
acclamations of Hosanna at Mass.  And so, the Church’s 

document Musicam Sacram  (1967) instructs us that the 
singing of the Sanctus is of paramount importance!       

- Christopher Deibert
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We’re Accepting New Residents 
Assisted Living, Nursing & Memory Care 

732-902-4200
Meeting All NJ Infection Control Requirements

 Parkerlife.org | 

Highland Pk | New Brunswick | Somerset  
Piscataway | Monroe Twp

Call us today for a FREE consultation!

Estate Planning:
❑Will
❑Power of Attorney
❑ Living Will
❑Trusts
❑Asset Protection

Estate Administration:
❑Probate
❑Asset Distribution
❑Taxes
❑Will Contests
❑ Inventory & Accounting

Elder Law:
❑Medicaid
❑Guardianships
❑ Social Security
❑Estate Planning
❑Asset Sheltering

Real Estate:
❑Buying
❑ Selling
❑Contracts
❑Estate Sale

475 Main St. 
2nd Floor CHASE Bldg.
Metuchen, NJ 08840

Contact us at:
732-548-5400

www.WolfeOssaLaw.com
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Call us today for a FREE consultation!
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