
Mass
Saturday Vigil ....................................... 5:00 pm
Sunday…………….. 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm
Monday-Friday .............. 7:00, 8:00 am, 12:10pm

Rosary at 8:30 and 11:45 am
Saturday……………………………………………..8:00am                                                                  
............................................... Rosary at 8:45 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday .......................................1:00-2:00 pm
or by appointment (732-548-0100)

All Masses are available 
to view live stream. 

To access the link, visit the 
home page of our parish website .

  
March 5, 2023 ·  SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
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CLERGY 
Most Rev. James F. Checchio, 
JCD, MBA 
Bishop of Metuchen 
 

Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, DD 
Bishop Emeritus 
 

Very Rev. Timothy A. Christy 
Rector  
 

Rev. Edgar A. Madarang 
Parochial Vicar 
 

Rev. Jay Alquiros 
Parochial Vicar 
 
Rev. Roy Quesea 
In Residence 
 

J.P. Saggese 
Deacon 
 

Rick Fortune 
Deacon 
 

Kenneth T. Hamilton 
Deacon 
 

Guido J. Brossoni 
Deacon Retired 
 

Ed Olegario, M.D. 
Deacon Retired 
 
 
THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS CAN BE REACHED  
BY CONTACTING THE RECTORY OFFICE AT 
(732) 548-0100 
 
 

STAFF 
Kara Kwiatkowski, x210 
Managing Director 
 

David Liantonio, x233 
Business Manager 
 

Christopher Deibert, x235 
Director of Sacred Music 
 

Linda Dalton, x227 
Sacristan  
 

Cheryl Saggese, x307  
Lazarus Ministry 
 

Sarah Hollcraft, x306 
Youth Ministry 
 

CONTACTS 
 

Richard Fuches 
Finance Council, Chairman 
 

Jane Conlon  /  
Janet Onufer Michael 
Advocates for Disabled 
 

Boris Moczula 
Lectors 
 

Tom Hansen 
Ushers 
 

Marie D’Amico 
Legion of Mary 
 

Kathy Divorkin 
Rosary Altar Society 
 

Knights of Columbus 
KofC3272.weebly.com 
 

Elaine Yunker 
Respect for Life 
 

Pamela Gendlek 
Body of Christ Prayer Group 

WELCOME 
 
WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE 
Thank you for joining us for Mass today. 
We are so thankful for the Catholic 
community we have here at St. Francis 
and we're glad you are a part of it, 
whether it be in the Cathedral or via 
livestream (www.stfranciscathedral.org) 
 
EUCHARIST FOR 
SICK OR HOMEBOUND 
For those unable to physically come to 
Mass, we bring the Eucharist to you. 
Please call the rectory at (732) 548-0100 
and arrangements will be made. 
 
NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 
For those interested in registering with 
our parish, please complete the form in 
our parish office or on our website at 
stfranciscathedral.org/register. 
 
MARIAN NOVENA & ROSARY 
Join us Saturdays after the 8:00 am Mass 
as we pray the Marian Novena and 
Rosary. We encourage all to come, even 
if it is only for one Saturday. 

Parish Office 
Address ..........................45 Library Place 
 Metuchen, NJ 08840 
 

Office Hours .................. Monday-Friday 
 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Phone ................... ………..(732) 548-0100 
 

Emergency Phone .......... (732) 710-1416 
 

Website  ............. stfranciscathedral.org 
 

Email ....... info@stfranciscathedral.org 
 

 

ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
Blue Ribbon School 

 

Address ......................... 528 Main Street 
 Metuchen, NJ 08840 
 

Principal ...................... Ann Major, x238 
  

Phone. . . . . .  .................. (732) 548–3107 
 

Website... stfranciscathedralschool.org 
 

Home School Association 
 

HSA@stfranciscathedralschool.org 
 

PARISH CENTER 
 

Address ......................... 45 Library Place 
 Metuchen, NJ 08840 
Phone ............................(732)548-0100 

 

Religious Education 
Debbie Schurko, PCL .....................  x226 
Meghan Moran, Assistant.............. x222 
 

Social Concerns 

Bidgie Williamson .......................... x225 
Hours ........................ Monday-Thursday 
 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

CATHEDRAL OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
548 Main St. Metuchen, NJ 08840 

DIRECTORY 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Cathedral Family, 
 
As the season of Lent moves along, how is it going?  Often there is a sense that getting closer to God is a serene 

experience.  One where we feel good more often about more things.  The reality that many of the Saints attest is that 
growing closer to God is a trial.  We mistake with the notion that quick results should be seen.  The reality is often 
most different.  In fact one of the first things we learn is that we are not in charge of our own holiness; God is.  Lent is 

not about first of all a spiritual therapeutic make-over--- where we “self-improve”, lose unwanted weight, cut back 
on glasses of wine or chocolate---but rather it is meant to be an encounter with the living presence of God. That is 
serious business and God only reveals Himself to those who commit to finding Him.  Hence Lent is so valuable to 

remind us to seek the face of God.  We began the first Sunday of Lent with Christ in the dessert---with His 
temptations---much like we are and will be tempted by the Evil One.  This Sunday we meet the Transfigured Christ 
on Mount Tabor.   

 
Jesus had just predicted His passion and death.  The disciples were bewildered by His teaching and tried to avoid 
what it might mean.  Jesus once again prepares them, and us for the glory that awaits the other side of suffering, pain 

and defeat.  Peter, James and John get a glimpse, and therefore the whole Church of Christ transfigured in glory.  His 
true Divinity was revealed through His human flesh—as a sign of what’s to come---The message:  stay trusting, don’t 
lose hope---a new day will dawn.  We need that message.  Often we lose sight of the goal.  We can get lost in the 

moment and “give up” too soon.  Our message this weekend:  Its worth it—stay the course---try again—don’t give 
up.  The glory is revealed to those who keep seeking His face! 
 

This week we are blessed to have a full parish mission—guided by the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal.  These days 
are dedicated to encountering more deeply the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and in our daily lives.  This is a 

retreat for the whole diocese of Metuchen---we have the privilege to host it as the Cathedral of the diocese.  Please 
come.  It is not to be missed!  More information in the bulletin and website. 
 

By this time you should have received a letter regarding this years Bishops Annual Appeal. As you know, Bishop 
Checchio invites all of us to participate in the work of the Church each year in a sacrificial commitment to the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  This is a commitment that goes beyond our parish and supports so many things that keep 

the mission of the Church alive and present in so many important places. The Appeal helps to fund Catholic Charities 
where over 63,000 people were served last year across the four counties of our diocese. The Appeal makes it possible 
to help pay for the tuition and needs of our future priests, who are now studying in the seminary and the Appeal 

funds such important projects of providing full time hospital and prison chaplains to the institutions across our 
diocese.  Please prayerfully consider what your sacrificial gift would mean to our Bishop’s appeal this year.  No gift is 
too small.  Some may be able to give more.  God is never outdone in generosity. Whatever we give with a joyful heart 

advances the Kingdom of God. 
 
Please mark each day as a sacred gift. We must live with integrity, enthusiasm and zeal for the Kingdom. If not us, 

then who?  God is counting us to “turn away from sin, and believe in the Gospel!” 
 
Have a Blessed Week, 

Father Christy 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES  
Take advantage of the many opportunities offered at the Cathedral for spiritual  

renewal during Lent. 
 

Daily Mass: Monday– Friday, 7:00, 8:00 a.m.; 12:10 p.m., Saturday at 8:00 a.m. 
 

BEHOLD  Diocesan three day Lenten Mission- March 6th, 7th & 8th at 6:30 p.m.    
      Closing Mass with Bishop Checchio on March 8th at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Friday Stations of the Cross - 12:50 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturdays 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.  
 

Eucharistic Adoration - Lady Chapel, Monday - Friday, 8:30 am. - 5:00 p.m.  
 

Lenten Tuesday’s– Preaching, Confession & Compline:  March 14th & 28th 

GUIDELINES FOR THE 2024 MASS INTENTION BOOK 
Our 2024 Book of Mass Intentions will be opened on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, 9:30AM  

in the Parish Center located at 45 Library Place. 

To accommodate the requests of many parishioners, we have implemented new guidelines for  
receiving Mass intention requests: Only five (5) Mass intentions per parishioner will be allowed on the 

day the Mass Book opens (March 8). 

Once parishioners have had a chance for their initial five (5) Mass intentions, they are free to return beginning April 19th for  
additional requests.  Please keep in mind that only three (3) Sunday Masses are allowed per family per calendar year. 

Please review the general guidelines below for requesting a Mass intention: 

 

     • Each parish family is allowed up to ten (10) scheduled Mass intentions (up to 3 of these can be Sundays) in the calendar year. 

     • Only 1 Mass per day can be prayed for any individual intention. 
     • No Mass will be reserved in the book without a stipend of $10.00. 
     • There will be no limit on unannounced Mass requests. These Masses are available at any time and are sent to Office of  

        Missions of the Diocese of Metuchen for a donation of $5.00. 
     • Those who are homebound or unable to visit the office may mail in their requests along with a check or cash with the proper  
        offering.  Forms are available on our parish website or by calling the parish office  to request one. These requests will be  

        processed after the initial Mass book opening date, beginning March 13 – no exceptions. Please do not call in your intentions  
        as we cannot process requests over the phone. 
     • Christmas Vigil and Christmas Day, Easter Vigil and Easter Masses, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Masses are always for the  

        intentions of the Living and Deceased Members of the Parish. All Soul’s Day Masses are for the intention of the Faithful  
        Departed.  In addition, one Sunday Mass per weekend is offered for the intention of the living and deceased parishioners of  

        the Cathedral of St. Francis (Pro populo). 
     • Please also note that Church governance requires that only one intention (person) per Mass is allowed. However, for pastoral  
        concerns to letter accommodate the needs of the parishioners, we will adhere to the following: Up to three first names with  

        the same last name (i.e. John, Paul and Mary Smith) or two last names only (i.e. Scott and Smith Families) will be allowed  
        per intention. 
     • Due to the large size of the parish, it is absolutely first-come, first-serve. Mailed in requests will be processed starting  

        March 13, or once we have processed walk-in requests (whichever is sooner).  

THE STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS 

Fridays following the 
12:10 Mass and at  

7:30 PM 

SAVE THE DATE  
Parish Penance Service  
Sunday, March 
26th  
4:00 - 6:00 PM  
in the Cathedral 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



5 WWW.STFRANCISCATHEDRAL.ORG ● (732) 548-0100 

2023 BISHOP’SANNUAL APPEAL-RENEWED AND SENT ON MISSION BY THE EUCHARIST 

Along with other related offices under the Secretariat for Family and Pastoral life, the office of Discipleship Formation 

for Children strives to make lifelong faith formation central in all parishes throughout the diocese by providing all children with 

opportunities to experience God’s love and conversion of heart through a growing knowledge of Jesus and the Gospel.  Your gift 

to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal is an investment in our future Church.  

RCIA - PENITENTIAL RITE  
 

Today, at the 7:30 am Mass we celebrate the PENITENTIAL RITE for our candidates, MARK ADOLPH,  
ANNA CHEN, JENNIFER GLAVASICH, KRISTAL LASHLEY and MATTHEW MONTVILLE who are preparing 

for the reception of Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. The moving and powerful prayers of this 
Rite evoke the baptismal graces which MARK, ANNA, JENNIFER, KRISTAL and MATTHEW have already received and ask for 
God’s help for their spiritual growth and for their spiritual healing. 

On Sunday, March 12 at the Noon Mass our elect, JERLIN GARO and CHARLES MESSINA will celebrate the FIRST  
SCRUTINY. The scrutinies are among the most ancient prayers in the Christian liturgical tradition.  As early as the second  
century, Christian communities would help those who had been chosen for Baptism to prepare for their initiation by laying on 

hands and by prayers for protection and deliverance from evil.  Today we continue to celebrate these powerful rituals. We will 
use the Lectionary’s “scrutiny readings” from cycle A at the Mass. All are invited.  

SPIRITUAL SPONSORS: Please remember to pray for our elect/candidate as they prepare to receive the Sacraments of Initiation 

at the Easter Vigil. If you have not chosen an elect or a candidate to spiritually sponsor, please do so.  To be a spiritual sponsor, 
all you are asked to do is to pray specifically for the elect or candidate whom you have chosen.  You can read their biographies 
on our parish website. Please share your support for the candidate/elect of your choice by sending them a small note of  

encouragement. Write their name on the front of the envelope c/o RCIA and deliver it to the rectory or place it in the collection 
basket anytime before Easter. You also have the option to send a note electronically from our parish website. 

In the meantime, our Inquiry Sessions are ongoing for all those who are thinking about becoming Catholic. If you 

or someone you know is unbaptized, baptized into another Christian denomination, or baptized Catholic but has never received 
BOTH sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist, call Sara Sharlow at RCIA – (732) 742-1567 

DIOCESAN YOUTH  

DAY 2023 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School,  

Edison March 12th  

11:30 a.m.—5:00 P.M Cost $20. 
    

Throughout the course of this day, teens will come together to 

enter into the sacrament of Mass celebrated by Bishop Checchio, 

have fun with one another, hear a keynote from CFR, Fr.  

Malachy, have the opportunity for Adoration and Confession, 

and enjoy some live music, good food and more! 

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
RENEWED AND SENT ON MISSION  

BY THE EUCHARIST  

 
 

 As of February 24, 2023, the Diocesan Development  

Office has received pledges totaling $ 160,914 and  

payments totaling $ 135,789.25 from   

parishioners of the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi. 

This represents 47.61% of our $338,000.00 goal.  
 

Thank you! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SICK 
Rod Altz 
Ceci Alvorez 
Angela Bianchini 
Robert Bisogno 
Bishop Emeritus 
Paul  G. Bootkoski 
Walter Boychick 
Kathleen Boyles Turk 
Jim Capriglione 
William Rocky Colavito  
Tracey Coleman 
Jeanie Danner 
Dr. Edward J. Donahue 
James Dudley 
Janette Fantasia 
Shelly Greene 
Eric Griffin 
Joey Hale 
Allison Henry 
Louise M. Herber  
Lauren Kaczynski 
Richard Kenny 
Lia Leano 
Mother of Marianita 
Licameli 
Marian Licameli 
Marty Lonczak 
Santina Mara 
David Mele 
Colby Morse 
Tom Murphy  
Margaret O’Hare 
Tom O’Neil 
Yolanda Payne  
Kathy Qasim  
Pam Reed 
Stephen Reilly 
Mary Ruchalski  
Eleanor Sammond 
Jaime Santiago  
Suzanne Sardone  
Tom Sharlow 
Vanessa Sisk 
John Skarbek 
Pam Sloan 
Sophie Smalera 
Elizabeth Smith  
Kevin Speckin 
Owen Stanford  
Kevin Sullivan 
Mary Swarbrick 
Elizabeth Lyons Sweatman   
Veronica Tan  
Wade Vannet Boychick 

Valerie Waterman  
Patricia Wakeman 
Dorothy “Dot” Yuhasz 
Msgr. Bob Zamorski  
 
 

 
FOR THOSE WHO 
HAVE DIED  
Joseph Charles Bonk 
Kevin Floersch  
Lucille T. Nielsen  
Catherine Olbeter 
Joseph Padalino 
Edward H. Perrone 
Fr. Albert Roca 
Aurelia Rivera 
George Trapp 
Stephen Walsh  

PLEASE PRAY  

AND ALL THOSE 
RECOMMENDED IN THE 
BOOK OF INTENTIONS 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SUNDAY · March 5 
Second Sunday of Lent  
7:30 am…………………………..…...Joseph Hoang r/o Peter & Phuong  
9:00 am………………….Living & Deceased St. Francis Parishioners  
10:30 am……………………………….Joseph Wojciechowski r/o Family 

12:00 am…...(Liv.) Wedding Anniversary of Veronica & Juanito 

………………………………………………………………………….Tan r/o Children 
 

MONDAY - March 6 
7:00 am…..………...Barbara Marietta r/o Friends at Perth Amboy 
………………….………………………………St.Vincent De Paul Food Pantry 
8:00 am……………………………………….Salvatore D'Amico r/o Family  
12:10 pm…………………Mariusz Malinowski r/o Mother & Brother  
 

TUESDAY · March 7 
7:00 am…………..Jim DeMary r/o Grandsons, Nate, Noah & Jake  
8:00 am…….Stanley Malinowski r/o Bozena Rogalski Families  
12:10 pm…………………….…...Marie Pereira r/o The Pereira Family  
 

WEDNESDAY · March 8 
7:00 am……..……………..Babies in the Womb & Their Families r/o 
…………………………………………………………Lauren Sanfilippo /LifeNet 
8:00 am……………………………………..….Walsh Family r/o Pat Walsh  

12:10 pm…..Maureen Murphy Handerhan r/o Sister & Brothers  
 

THURSDAY ·  March 9 
7:00 am……………………………………….Peter Joyce r/o Maureen Joyce  
8:00 am……………………..Jose DeLuna r/o Myrna & Willie DeLuna  
12:10 pm……………………. Thomas Thompson r/o Mary Thompson  
 

FRIDAY ·  March 10 
7:00 am….Robert Menillo r/o Kevin & Melissa Farrell & Family  
8:00 am……………………Jayne Ann Codella r/o Ted & Donna Haas  
12:10 pm…………….…………………...Robert Menillo r/o Gloria Farrell  

 

SATURDAY · March 11 
8:00 am………..…………Francesca Pontoriero r/o Roseanne Russo 
5:00 pm…….……..…………….………...James Davis r/o Patricia Davis 
  

SUNDAY · March 12 
Third Sunday of Lent  
7:30 am…………………..Jo Ann Gross r/o Doug & Maryann Ulbrich 
9:00 am………………….Christina Grimmie r/o Thomas Mockoviak 

10:30 am………………..Living & Deceased St. Francis Parishioners  

12:00 am…………...Ernesto & Benilda Almeda r/o Nenita Almeda  

PRAYER TREE:  
Submit requests via email: 
Prayers@stfranciscathedral. 
org  or go to stfranciscathe-
dral.org/prayer-tree  
We will pray for your  
requests for two weeks. 
Updates are always  
appreciated. 

 
 

The Sanctuary Candle for this week  
has been donated in memory of  

Anniversary Death of Robert M. Kelly 
by  Family & Friends  

In the Cathedral 

Serving overseas 
All serving in Covert  
Operations & Active Duty 

PRAY THE 
ROSARY 
 

Every Wednesday 
following 12:10p.m.  
Mass; we gather to pray 
the Rosary.  
Please joins us inside the 
Cathedral, in front 
nearest the sanctuary.  
The Rosary begins at 
1:00p.m.  
All are welcome  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ADORATION CHAPEL-
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO DURING LENT?
Why not consider committing to an hour in our Eucharistic Adoration 
chapel.  If you can’t commit to a full hour, maybe invite a friend to share the 
hour with you.  Or gather a group of friends to share an hour, and you can 
take turns rotating through the weeks of Lent.  Guaranteed, it will be the best 
hour of your week! We are in need of Adorers and Jesus is waiting for you!
For information contact Marie D’Amico at (732) 906-6537 or email: 
dghmad@aol.com 

LENTEN EVENING OF

REFLECTION
March 14 & 28 at 7:00 PM

Join us on the following Tuesday evenings 
for an evening of reflection. A speaker will 

speak to us on how to grow in our spiritual life especially during this 
season of Lent. Confessions will also be available. The evening will 
conclude with Compline (Night Prayer) of the Liturgy of the Hours.

A Three-Night Encounter with

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament

at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi, 
Monday, March 6 at 6:30 PM

Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30 PM

Wednesday, March 8 at 6:30 PM followed by 
closing Mass with Bishop Checchio at 7:30 PM. 

Livestream of the mission talks will be available 
at www.stfranciscathedral.org and 
www.diometuchen.org/eucharisticrevival

Questions? Please contact the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and Communication at 
(732) 529-7936

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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RENTAL NEEDED 
Couple looking for a one-bedroom with full bathroom 

to rent in a house and willing to pay $1,500.00 per 
month. Please contact Social Concerns Ministry Office 
at (732) 548-0100 x225 or you may contact Eric 

Dandrow directly at (201) 370-0984. 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 
Even if you are not enrolled in eGiving, you can make 

a one-time gift by using the QR code or by going to: 

https://www.stfranciscathedral.org/give.  

Those who prefer to send in their gifts, please mail to 

or drop off at Rectory Office.  

 Tithing Week of February 12, 2023:   

    $11,324. Faith Direct (eGiving)  
    $13,330 In pew/mail/drop off  

       Total Tithing = $24,654 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY 
 If you are in need of food, call Social Concerns at (732) 548-0100 x225, 

on Monday to schedule an appointment to pick up food   

Tuesday-Thursday.  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities for Social Concerns Ministry – for 
early sign-up please call (732) 548-0100, x-225.  Service hours for  
confirmation candidates will be available. 
   

 Easter Flower Distribution – Students/Parents and  
Parishioners 

 Upcoming Spring Craft Fair – Students/Parents and  
Parishioners 

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE  
One of our parishioners is in need of a kidney trans-

plant. If you or anyone you know has an O blood type 
and is interested in  becoming a donor, please contact 
KidneydonorNL@gmail.com 
 

Thank you! 

PASTA DINNER & FELLOWSHIP 

 
St. Francis Cathedral, Community of Filipino-

Americans invite you to a pasta dinner & fellowship 

in the  St. Francis Community Room on  

 Saturday March 25th at 6:30 p.m. 

Cost for Adults $15., Children ( 12 and under) $10. 

All proceeds go to the Cathedral of St. Francis of  

Assisi & support FCCFA’S 

2023 Activities.  
 

For more information 

please contact: Jose  

Lagdameo (732) 742-1852 

Fundraiser 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 MINISTRIES 

BAPTISM 
1:30pm on Sundays by appointment only. Baptismal Seminar and  
Pre-registration are required. Attendance during pregnancy is 
preferable. Contact Madonna Razal at (732) 548-0100 x214. 
MARRIAGE 
Those preparing for marriage should contact the Rectory Office one 
year in advance.  Couples are required to attend Pre Cana and “God’s 
Plan for a Joy Filled Marriage”.  Contact Angela Vanco at (732) 548-
0100, x212. 
R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - Those wishing to learn more 
about being received into the Catholic Faith - Contact Sara Sharlow 
at (732) 742-1567.  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
Contact the Director of Religious Education, Debra Schurko at (732) 
548-0100 x226 or her assistant, Meghan Moran  at (732) 
548-0100, x222. 
ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
St. Francis Cathedral School creates a Catholic atmosphere where 
children are challenged to develop respect, justice, and responsibility 
while growing intellectually and spiritually into leaders of the 21st 
Century.  Contact Principal Ann Major at (732) 548-3107. 

 

PRAYER TREE MINISTRY 
This is a simple, yet powerful way to help others during a difficult 
time or with a difficult situation . Please contact Belinda Coakes 
at:  sfprayertree@msn.com     

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEMORIALS & 
DONATIONS 
Did you know that in addition to Mass intentions for your loved ones 
you may remember them through the following memorial 
opportunities: 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Available weekly in the Cathedral at the High Altar for memorials, 
weddings and other occasions. Please contact Rectory Office for 
details. 
 

SANCTUARY CANDLES 
Available weekly in the Cathedral and The Lady Chapel. Donation: 
$20. Enclose in an envelope with information and put in collection 
basket or mail or bring to Rectory. 
 

ST.FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL FUNDS: 
Memorial gifts may be made to the MSGR. RICHARD A. BEHL 
ENDOWMENT FUND to enrich the academic excellence of our 
parish school, offer tuition assistance through the  ST. FRANCIS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND and to the PHYLLIS WALKER MEMORIAL 
FUND to enhance the school library and  educational tools used for 
our students. Please inquire at the parish office or school office for 
further information.  
 

STATUARY CHAPEL 
If anyone wants to honor a saint., contact Kara. This room in the 
front of the Cathedral was previously the baptistery.  

THE MUSIC AT MASS 

Last week we explored the significance 

of singing the Sanctus at the beginning 
of the Eucharistic Prayer during Mass, 
and how it is a way we profess the dual nature of Christ; 

this week we’ll talk about the Pater Noster (the Lord’s 
Prayer), another element of Mass that the church’s  
document, Musicam Sacram , tell us is of great  

importance and falls into the category of music of the 
First Degree. 

Our Father, who art in heaven… the very words Christ 

himself gave to us to teach us how to pray to our  
Heavenly Father.  We are given these words in the  
Gospel of Matthew, and in a shorter form in the Gospel 

of Luke, and it’s been a part of the Mass since the late 4th 
century when it was prayed after the breaking of the 
bread.  Pope St. Gregory the Great (590-604) moved it to 

where it is now, prior to the Fraction Rite.  Because these 
words come to us directly from our Lord, the Church 
considers it one of the most important prayers of the 

Mass.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church  tells us that 
the Pater Noster is “…truly the summary of the whole 
Gospel.”  The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 

(#81) says that “In the Lord’s Prayer a petition is made 
for daily bread, which for Christians means principally 
the Eucharistic Bread, and entreating also purification 

from sin…”.  We praise God at the start of the prayer 
with three points – hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done – and then move on with four 

points of earthly concern – give us daily (Eucharistic) 
bread, forgive us, keep us safe from temptation, rescue us 
from the evil one.  Such powerful words Christ gave us!  When 

we sing these words at Mass, it elevates the Mass and 
adds yet another dimension of reverence to our  
communal prayer.  Next week, the Gloria!   
-Christopher Deibert 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 
MARCH 12TH  
 

Don’t forget to set your clock ahead one 

hour before you go to sleep on Saturday 

night, March 11th.  

Remember—Spring Ahead! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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We’re Accepting New Residents 
Assisted Living, Nursing & Memory Care 

732-902-4200
Meeting All NJ Infection Control Requirements

 Parkerlife.org | 

Highland Pk | New Brunswick | Somerset  
Piscataway | Monroe Twp

Call us today for a FREE consultation!

Estate Planning:
❑Will
❑Power of Attorney
❑ Living Will
❑Trusts
❑Asset Protection

Estate Administration:
❑Probate
❑Asset Distribution
❑Taxes
❑Will Contests
❑ Inventory & Accounting

Elder Law:
❑Medicaid
❑Guardianships
❑ Social Security
❑Estate Planning
❑Asset Sheltering

Real Estate:
❑Buying
❑ Selling
❑Contracts
❑Estate Sale
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Metuchen, NJ 08840
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www.WolfeOssaLaw.com
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