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A Franciscan Reflection on the State of the Church
Joseph Nangle, OFM

This reflection was originally posted on the blog of the Franciscan Action Net.  It has been lightly edited for style.

The Franciscan tra-
dition has, from the 
beginning, challenged 
the Catholic Church.  
Now after more than 
800 years, we are called 
to follow the example 
of Saints Francis and 
Clare, whose life-style 

contrasted directly with the prevailing Church culture of 
their day.  They were prophets in the biblical sense of the 
word, speaking mainly through their way of life, Gospel 
truth to a powerful institution, which to a great extent 
had abandoned its Christ-given vocation.

It is not too much to say that for the last several de-
cades at least, significant members of the Catholic clergy 
and bishops have similarly abandoned their sacred com-
mitments.  The evidence for this has increasingly come 
to light We are overwhelmed by the extent and horror of 
the harm done to children and vulnerable adults by acts 
of unspeakable betrayal by these men.  In the face of this 
modern church crisis, the Franciscan families, whose DNA 
contains the spiritual heritage of Francis and Clare, have 
the right and obligation to speak our truth relative to the 
current state of the Catholic priesthood and episcopacy.

But what to say? Surely, we weep and beg God’s 
forgiveness for this incredibly widespread cancer eating 
away at the Household of Faith.  We make our own the 
outrage and deep pain which the ongoing revelations of 
clergy abuse and episcopal cover-ups are causing.  We 
agree with demands for total transparency and account-
ability on the part of church officialdom related to these 
ongoing revelations.

In addition, we should speak a uniquely Franciscan 
word comparable to that of Francis when he confronted the 
scandal of yet another Crusade.  With the permission of 
the Church itself, he journeyed to the heart of the Muslim 

world in an attempt to prevent yet another violation of 
non-violent Gospel ideals.

Should not we modern Franciscans imitate our found-
er’s courageous example and ask Pope Francis to call an 
ecumenical council of the whole Church just as Pope John 
XXIII did a little more than 50 years ago?  And in light of 
our tradition of inclusivity, should we not further specify 
that this council would consist of lay, vowed religious, 
clerical and episcopal members of the Church and be held 
someplace other than the Vatican?  This “First Council of 
the People of God” would take as much time as needed 
(Vatican II lasted four years) for a comprehensive study 
of the current reality of the Catholic priesthood and 
episcopacy, then make the complete reforms – beginning 
with our current seminary system – needed to assure the 
selection of pastors, women and men, who will live out 
their vocations in the image of Jesus.

(Father Joe is a founding member of the Franciscan Ac-
tion Network and served as the first board treasurer).
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Sister Helen Wacker, FSP

Attention Snowbirds
We are so pleased that many of you have the opportunity to make yourselves available of a nice get-away time 

for some relaxation and rest.  However, we are getting back much mail marked “Temporary Away.”  For mailing 
purposes, may I ask you to please help us with our mailing list by filling out and returning the following:

WINTER ADDRESS:

Name:  _________________________________________

From Dates:_________________to __________________

Address:  _______________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

SUMMER ADDRESS:

Name:  _________________________________________

From Dates:_________________to __________________

Address:  _______________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Prayers for your Intentions
Each day we pray for the needs of our friends and benefactors.  Our Benefactors are also remembered in a special monthly Mass 
offered for your intentions.  If you would like us to pray for a special intention, please write it on the enclosed remit envelope.  
We also enjoy sending birthday cards to our donors so be sure to send your special day to us found also on the remit envelope 
so we can keep you in prayer.

Please cut and return to: Sisters of St. Francis of Peace, 20 Ridge Street, Haverstraw, NY 10927-1198 or fax to (845) 429-8141

Everyday Gratitude  
One of the great autumn holidays we celebrate is 

Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is a hallmark celebration that 
truly marks a fundamental attitude, that of gratitude.  It 
is a time when we are encouraged to be grateful for our 
blessings; however, just because November is around the 
corner, it does not mean we will all of a sudden have the 
capacity to be grateful, especially when life is currently 
putting challenges, inclusive of difficulties and sufferings, 
in our paths.  From experience, I know life throws things 
at us that do not feel even remotely like a blessing. For 
me, at times, there are profound lessons to be learned in 
the challenges that come my way! Yet, everything God 
asks of us eventually takes us where we need to go, if we 
are open to the gifts that are not always in plain sight.  

While Thanksgiving may be limited to a day for 
some, it is a way of life for many.  Indeed, gratitude 
is a practice we can cultivate every single day of our 
lives!  The more we cultivate gratitude, the more open 
our hearts are to God’s action so that we can receive 
life from God and be transformed and carry on the great 
mission God has entrusted to us.  Thus, taking time out 
of the day when our hearts are free to receive the Lord’s 
presence is important. Prayer always takes two persons in 
relationship, ourselves and God. Then together with the 
Lord, we can note the gifts and graces God has bestowed 
upon us and give thanks.

However, the great writer G. K. Chesterton observed 
that “Gratitude, being nearly the greatest of human duties, 

is also nearly the most difficult”.  
However, the fruits, (www.
integratedcatholiclife/randy-hain-
choosing-to-live-gratefully) to 
name a few, are transformative:  
1. People truly grateful for what 
they already have in their lives 
desire less and act with more 
generosity to those in need. 2. 
Gratitude requires a positive 
frame of mind, which contributes 
to greater overall happiness.  There cannot be happiness 
without gratitude. 3. Consistently practicing gratitude with 
others can result in a ripple effect as those experiencing 
gratitude pass it on to the people they encounter. 4. With 
a grateful attitude, there is a positive impact and growth 
in relationships. 5. Gratitude is a healthy substitute for 
resentment, envy, jealously and greed.  

Taking heed of the nourishing and transforming power 
of living gratefully, why not live the spirit of Thanksgiving 
every day instead of only once a year?  Gratitude is a 
choice; one that we make every moment of every day!

With a grateful heart, I want to take the opportunity 
to THANK each and every one of you for your prayers, 
and faithful support over these many years!
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Join the FSP Sisters and Associates Monthly “Prayer in Action” 
– Sister Mary Landon, FSP

Companions in Mission
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

Since 1986, the Franciscan Sisters of Peace have shared a 
special relationship with Christian Lay Women with Franciscan 
hearts to share in and live out the spirit and mission of the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Peace within their own vocation and lifestyle.  
These Associates learn about Franciscan spirituality and charism 
alongside the Sisters, incorporate the teaching into their own lives, 
and take what they have learned and experienced with them on 
their life journey.

Those who choose to commit as Associates in prayer support 
the mission of the sisters through their commitment to daily 
prayer for the sisters and their ministries.  Associates participate 
actively in the spirit and mission of the sisters by joining together 
for faith-sharing and living out the charism by sharing their gift 
of a Franciscan heart.

The New Jersey Associates gather once a month and Sisters 
Alice Francis and Joanne Picciurro host 
the meetings at Elmwood Park, NJ in St. 
Leo’s Convent.  There is a small group 
in Toms River, NJ and they are invited 
to come to Elmwood Park for the small 
faith-sharing groups throughout the year.  
There is another group of Associates from 
Westchester and they too gather monthly 
in Cortlandt Manor, NY Sister Rose Marie 
Broadbent hosts these meetings in the 
convent.  These three Sisters meet with 
Chairperson and Liaison Vicki Pignone, 

to plan the yearly retreat day for the associates at Marian Woods, 
Hartsdale, NY.  At the meetings, the women pray the liturgy of 
the hours and discuss a chapter in a book on St. Francis or St. 
Clare.  The meetings last about an hour to an hour and one half.  
Each group studies various aspects of Franciscan spirituality 
with sessions led by the sisters or sometimes by the associates 
themselves.  In Elmwood Park, the associates always lead the 
meetings.  They reflect and pray on these topics together during 
their gatherings and on their own between meetings.  For vari-
ous reasons, everyone is not always able to attend the meetings.

The sisters like the associates’ program because it allows them 
to reach out to encourage the laity to live out the Gospel as Francis 
did.  As the sisters become fewer in number, lay people can take 
these Franciscan values into their workplaces, their families, their 
relationships – in the world where the sisters can’t always be. They 

are an extension of the sisters and the 
good work they do.  The associates are 
poised to grow even stronger as the spirit 
continues to move lay women and men to 
embrace and live the Franciscan charism 
of the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace.

Are you interested in becoming an 
Associate?  If so, please contact Vicki 
Pignone, Chairperson and Liaison with 
the Sisters.  Email: vpignone@optonline.
net or write 28 Station Road, Lincoln 
Park, NJ 07035.
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Peacemaking Through Commitment

Ladycliff Reunion – Welcome Home Alumni!
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

Reunions and anniversaries are great opportunities to 
strengthen relationships with old friends and reconnect with 
Ladycliff College.  We were delighted to see many familiar faces 
and some new ones at the Reunion on June 9th at Thayer Hall 
on the grounds of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, NY.  
There was a wonderful exchange of photos and memories.  The 
former students always express their affection and gratitude for 
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Peacemaking Through Commitment

Ladycliff Reunion – Welcome Home Alumni!
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

the Franciscan Sisters who administered the college and taught 
several of the courses.  Bonds between many of the former students 
and Sisters have formed, thus making us truly one big family.  The 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters in Peekskill, NY and the Franciscan 
Sisters of Peace in Haverstraw, NY were each given a very generous 
donation to help support their retired and infirm sisters.  Everyone 
is welcome to next year’s reunion on June 8, 2019.
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Sister Mary Haworth, FSP Sister Helen Shebelak, FSP Sister Margaret Glynn, FSP

Our Jubilarians
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

Celebrating Diamond Jubilees, marking 60 years since entering the community are: Sister Mary Haworth, FSP and 
Sister Helen Shebelak, FSP. Marking a 50-year Jubilarian is: Sister Maggie Glynn, FSP Their efforts in making a 
difference in the lives of so many exemplify our charism of sharing hope and helping those less fortunate.

Helen Shebelak was 
born in a little town 
called Harwood located 
just outside the “big” 
city of Hazleton, PA.  
Her parents Anthony 
a n d  M a r y  w e r e 
immigrants from the 
Ukraine. The town was 

filled with many immigrants from different 
countries.  Helen learned at an early age to 
respect everyone.  She had 4 sisters and a 
brother. Three sisters are deceased as well 
as her brother.  Presently, her living sister 
is not well.

In her teen-age years, Helen became a 
member of the Third Order of St. Francis.  
There she met many good and holy people, 
as well as the Franciscan Fathers who always 
impressed her with their joy, love of God and 
God’s creation. The pastor of her parish, 
who was a Franciscan, encouraged her to 
enter religious life.  Of course, when Helen 
made the decision to enter Religious Life, 
she wanted to join a Franciscan community! 
Helen entered the Franciscan Community in 
Peekskill, in 1958.  

Helen’s teaching ministries included the 
children in St. Joseph’s Home in Peekskill, 
NY and teaching in St. Joseph’s School, 
St. Columbanus and Assumption School 
in Peekskill. Helen can also share many 
wonderful memories of the parish and school 
of St. Bonaventure in Paterson, NJ.

Helen has a great passion for the elderly.  
She was a pastoral assistant at St. Mary’s 
Byzantine Parish in New York City.  She also 
worked with our senior sisters at Sacred 
Heart Convent, Yonkers, NY.  Later on, 
she went on to become director of Kilroy 
Residence in Wayne, NJ which was a home 
for self-sufficient seniors – both men and 
women.  Here she ministered for 15 years.  
A Career Option Program was offered at 
Calvary Hospital. Helen was accepted and 
had a beautiful experience in the care of 
very sick people.

These days on her walk to daily Mass at 
St. Peter and St. Mary Church in Haverstraw, 
NY, Helen greets many young children on 
their way to meet the school bus.  Most are 
Spanish and are eager and excited about 
going to school.  They show her the projects 
they make and are real “professors” in 
explaining them with much expression and 
in perfect English!

Helen is most grateful to God for the grace 
of perseverance these 60 years.  Her favorite 
Scripture quote is: “I can do all things in 
Jesus who strengthens me.”

Margaret, (Maggie), 
Glynn was born in 
Manhattan at St. Clare’s 
Hospital on November 
4, Election Day, Harry 
Truman was elected.  
Peggy and Raymond 
Glynn were very proud 
of their daughter as was 
her older brother, (and 

now best friend), Raymond, who presently 
resides in San Francisco, CA.

In 1960 Maggie’s Aunt Margaret entered 
the convent in Peekskill with 29 other 
young ladies to become postulants. Her 
Aunt Margaret left shortly before becoming 
a Novice.  Maggie had spent many earlier 
years visiting her Aunt.  She felt more like 
they were sisters as there was only a 6-year 
difference between them.

In 1968, on August 22nd, Maggie entered 
the convent with 4 other young women.  Sadly, 
in 1976 Maggie made final vows – alone. 
The usual entrance date was September 
8th however, Sister Louis Mary who was 
responsible for the Novitiate, was preparing 
to leave for Rome as a delegate of the United 
States. 

After profession Sister Maggie’s profes-
sional assignments included teaching at 
Holy Family grammar school, The Assisium 
Business School, St. Joseph’s High School 
and St. Dominic’s Academy.

A Career Option Program was offered 
at Calvary Hospital.  After fulfilling this 
wonderful Calvary Hospital experience, Sister 
Maggie was off to St. Vincent’s Hospital 
School of Nursing. In 1990 Sister Maggie 
arrived in San Francisco and was hired 
by Hospice By- the- Bay to be an RN Case 
Manager. Her whole nursing career has 
been with the dying. Sister Maggie is most 
passionate that every human being dies free 
of pain, in peace, and never alone.  To Sister 
Maggie, that the sanctity of the body after 
death will be respected is extremely important.

Sister Maggie’s favorite scripture is: “You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
fears; you bless me with oil my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 
the heart of the Beloved forever.” Psalm 23

In Maggie’s own words: “When I was at 
Calvary Hospital in 1981, I thought about 
doing pastoral care with the dying. Dr. Michael 
Brescia, who has been at Calvary Hospital for 
over 50 years, said to me, “Maggie, become 
a nurse and you can do it all” Dr. Brescia 
bugged me until I applied to nursing school.  
Thank you, Dr. Brescia, for believing in me!”

Mary Alice Haworth was 
born on March 1 in St. Clare’s 
Hospital in Manhattan, NYC. 
She was the third daughter 
of George and Mary (Potter) 
Haworth. Her older sisters are 
Sister Ann Haworth, O.S.M. 
(Oblate Sisters of Mary) and 
Sister Barbara Haworth, S.J.H. 

(Sisters of Jesus Our Hope). Mary’s brother George, 
(Brother Francis Haworth, T.O.R.) was born eight 
years later on January 11, 1948 but is now deceased.

Mary was baptized in St. Gregory’s Church in 
NYC. She, her sisters and her brother, attended 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs grammar school. After 
graduation Mary went on to attend Cathedral High 
School graduating in June 1958. 

On September 8, 1958, Mary followed in the 
footsteps of her two sisters.  With thirteen other 
women, she entered the Novitiate of the Franciscan 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in Peekskill, NY.   
The following year on August 10, 1959, Mary 
was received into the Community and given the 
religious name of Sister Marie Pierre of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  

Sister Mary’s education includes a B.A. degree in 
History with a minor in Education from Ladycliff 
College and a Master’s Degree in Education from 
Seton Hall University.  In addition, Sister received 
numerous academic and professional accreditations.

Sister’s early assignments as a teacher included: 
St. Joseph’s School, West New York, NJ; St. Mary 
Magdalene School in Philadelphia, Lt. Joseph P. 
Kennedy Home in the Bronx, St. Bonaventure School 
in Paterson, NJ. Sister taught the eighth grade in 
St. Bonaventure’s for five years (1968-1973) before 
being made its principal in 1973. Sister remained 
as principal until its closing in 1990.  Sister went 
to St. Anne’s Parish in Garwood, NJ where she 
served for three years as a Pastoral Associate with 
an emphasis on Youth and Family Life concerns.  

In 1993 Sister Mary joined the “New Community” 
Corporation in Newark, NJ as a Social Worker, 
working with inner-city Seniors.  

Her skills in social work then brought her to the 
Linden Housing Corporation, where she served as 
social worker in two different senior buildings.

Mary states, “For the last twenty-five years I have 
had the privilege to do Social Work with seniors 
and disabled persons. While each day has its many 
challenges, it also has many joyful moments.

“Going to work each day is a joy for me.  I start 
each day with a prayer asking God to help me do 
whatever He wants done – not what I want done.  
There are days that I can’t believe what He wants 
done!!! Besides the joy of going to work each 
day I really enjoy listening to what others have 
experienced in their lives.  I can’t leave out that 
having a Carvel Sunday every so often is a super, 
super joy!!!!!”
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Our Franciscan Fall Raffle was completed with the 
drawing on October 4, 2018.  Congratulations to our happy 
winners:

ALL 9 prizes of $500.00.

1. Patricia Marino – Englewood Cliffs, NJ
2. Geraldine Rodican – Yonkers, NY
3. Ray O’Donnell – Lincoln Park, NJ
4. Donna Berg – Belleville, NJ
5. Louis Fochetta – Oceanside, NY
6. Fran Kelly – Jefferson Valley, NY
7. Michael Luciani – Ball Ground, GA
8. Anna Maroselli – Shrub Oak, NY
9. Michael Molosimo – Tucson, AZ

Early Bird Special, (August 8th), $500.00 –  
Pam and David Strahorn, Oaklawn, IL

Thank you so much to all who have helped us by 
your participation in our Fall Raffle – your support is 
truly appreciated!  By participating in the Franciscan Fall 
Sweepstakes, or sending a donation, you help the sisters 
continue to be peacemakers in all our places of ministry.  
You also enable us to provide adequate care of our senior 
and infirm sisters.  We are grateful every day for every gift.  
The Franciscan Fall Sweepstakes received a very generous 
response from so many of our readers, and we are truly 
grateful to each one!  The gross proceeds were $21,675. 
After expenses and prizes were awarded the net proceeds 
are $12,807. Plus, $5,260 in donations.  On the first Sunday 
of each month, we have a Mass offered at Marian Woods, 
Hartsdale, New York for the intentions of all our Benefactors.  
We look forward to hearing from you for our April Calendar 
Raffle in 2019!

Celebrating New Life
IN MEMORIAM

We remember with love each of our sisters who died recently.  
We celebrate their lives and the example they offered to the 
Franciscan Sisters of Peace, their families, their friends, the 
Church and the world. These women embraced the call to 
be Franciscans of Peace. They lived lives of faithfulness and 
commitment while they were with us, and we depend upon 
them now to continue to pray on our behalf.  May they rest in 
the arms of the loving God they so faithfully served!

Sister Catherine Ryan, FSP (formerly Sister 
Mary Thomas), died on August 16, 2018 at 
Cabrini Nursing Home of Westchester.  She 
was born on February 12, 1931 in New York 
City to Thomas and Mary Waldron Ryan.   
She was educated at Our Lady Queens of 
Martyrs Grammar School and Cathedral 
High School, NYC.  Sister Catherine entered 
into the religious community on September 
8, 1949, professed her first vows on July 7, 1951 and her final 
vows on July 7, 1956.  She received a BA in History from 
Ladycliff College, Highland Falls and a MA in Theology from 
Manhattan College.  Her assignments included Senior Child Care 
work at St. Joseph’s Home in Peekskill, elementary teaching at 
St. Rita’s School in Philadelphia, St. Joseph’s Cathedral High 
School in NYC; Immaculate Conception in Irvington, NY, where 
she was Principal, Ladycliff College in Highland Falls (Dean of 
Studies), Holy Name of Jesus, Croton- on- Hudson (Director of 
Religious Education), Archdiocese of NY Catechetical Office.  
Her work in Catechetics contributed to the foundation of the 
New York Archdiocesan Catechetical Office in 1983 and thirty 
years of service as Regional Director.  Through Catherine’s life 
she exemplified the Franciscan charism of peace and hope by 
demonstrating the Franciscan spirit in her life, serving humanity 
through her commitment of time, talent and resources.  Our 
mission statement best sums up Catherine’s life: Living and 
Proclaiming the Gospel through Stewardship!

Sister Marcella McHale, FSP, who 
served as an educator and support staff 
member in New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, died May 30 at White Plains 
Hospital, NY.  Born in Philadelphia, to 
James and Mary McHale, she entered the 
Franciscan Sisters in 1958 and made final 
vows in 1963.   She worked in child care at 
Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Home, in the Bronx.   
She earned a bachelor’s degree in history 
from Ladycliff College, Highland Falls, NY.  
Her assignments included Assumption school, Peekskill, NY.   St. 
Teresa’s School, Sleepy Hollow, NY, Our Lady Queen of Angels 
retirement home, Peekskill.  Her final teaching position was at 
St. Joseph’s School in NJ, 1992-1996. She served as the secretary 
and a member of the support staff at the Franciscan Sisters of 
Peace Congregation Center, Haverstraw, 1996-1999.   She later 
served in secretarial and volunteer assignments in New York 
and New Jersey.  She continued her volunteer work for three 
years after she retired in 2013.  Marcie was an educator who 
taught not only academic knowledge but also how to enjoy life 
to its fullest.  She was pleasant to be around and was blessed 
with a wonderful sense of humor. I believe Marcie’s philosophy 
of life was “Humor can get you through anything.”  May the 
Lord shine His light upon her and give her eternal rest in the 
kingdom of heaven.

So much of what is happening with 
our Sisters would not be possible without 
the support of you, our Benefactors 
and Donors.  We appreciate all your 
contact, financial support, efforts, time 
and prayers.  We, Franciscan Sisters of 
Peace, truly live our Mission Statement 
inspired by the zeal of our pioneer Sisters 
as we follow their spirit of faith and trust 
in Divine Providence.

With Thanksgiving almost upon us, I want to take 
this opportunity, on behalf of all the Franciscan Sisters 
of Peace, to thank you wholeheartedly for your constant 
and consistent support of the Franciscan Sisters of Peace 
and their ministries. Each gift, large or small, helps us 
to help others. A part of each gift helps us to care for 
our elderly and infirm Sisters who have spent their lives 
caring for the poor, the outcast, children, and the forgotten.                                                                                                                                       
        Again, may I share with you that the Franciscan Sisters 
of Peace hold you and your loved ones in their daily prayers 
of gratitude.  May God bless each of you.
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is a newsletter published by the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Peace, 20 Ridge Street, Haverstraw, NY 10927-1198
Tel: (845) 942-2527 x107 • Fax: (845) 429-8141
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The Sisters of St. Francis of Peace do not sell or share any 
names, addresses, or other information with anyone else.

BE REMEMBERED FOREVER…
By naming the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace in your Will.

For further information, contact:
Director of Development

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace
20 Ridge St., Haverstraw, NY 10927

(845) 942-2527, Ext. 107

The Sisters thank you for your continued support of their 
ministries.  

Please indicate on the enclosed envelope if you will name 
the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace in your will or already have 
named them in your will.

We Remember – In Loving Memory
Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day;

Unseen, unheard, but always near,
they are always in our hearts, so dear.

Sister Marcella McHale, FSP – 5-30-2018
Sister Catherine Ryan, FSP – 8-16-2018

Sister Charlene Taeschler, FMSC – 9-08-2018
Joann Robert – sister of  

Sister Benedict Paonessa, FSP – 9-26-2018

May their souls and the souls of all the  
faithful departed rest in peace.

We invite you to use our Prayer Enrollment 
Cards.  Thank you for your use of our special 
occasion prayers cards: get well, deceased, 
and special intentions. We thank you for your 
donations to the congregation particularly 
for our sick and retired sisters. All are 
appreciated.

Cherishing the Past,  
Moving with Faith and  
Courage into the Future

 In 1986, 112 Vowed Women co-founded the new 
congregation – the FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF PEACE.  
Currently, we are 46 women.  We recognize the flow 
of Grace that has led us through this discernment to a 
response that continually calls us to peacemaking.  This 
shared commitment to peacemaking challenges us to be 
instruments of just change and means of reconciliation 
and healing where we live and serve.  Prayer, simplicity 
and community life hold a primary place in our lives.  
As Franciscans we strive to be faithful to living the 
Gospel as a community of women concerned with the 
diverse needs of those around us.  You will find us in 
a variety of ministries and living situations.  In early 
spring, we as a community, will convoke our Ninth 
General Chapter with the Chapter of Elections, April 
6, 2019 and Chapter of Life and Mission, June 22-23, 
2019.  We ask for a remembrance of prayer for us as 
we continue to plan for our preferred future, our life 
and mission as Franciscan Sisters of Peace. 

A Love Worth Sharing
Our Congregation Secretary, Evelyn Ruggiero, shared with 

us a picture of her Grandfather’s Christening gown worn by 
seven different immediate descendants.  The gown is now 
101 years old!

Worn in 1917 by Charles Strobel at the Church of the 
Intercession, Manhattan, NY–1917

Daughter, Evelyn at Good Shepherd Church, Manhattan, 
NY–1949

Granddaughters, Evelyn and Elizabeth at St. Paul’s and St. 
Ann Church, Congers, NY–1980 and 1986

Great Granddaughter, Ella, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
West Islip, Long Island–2013

Great Grandson, Luke, at St. Joseph’s Church, King’s Park, 
Long Island–2015

Great Granddaughter, Claire, at St. Joseph’s Church, New 
City, NY–2018


