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What a Journey It’s Been…
Sister Mary Elaine Sullivan, FSP

My life’s journey began in the Chelsea section of 
Manhattan, NY when I was born the seventh of eleven 
children to Mary and John Sullivan. My parents were firm 
believers in Catholic education so my siblings and I attended 
Catholic grammar and high school. It was my parents who 
inspired my religious vocation.  Their many sacrifices did 
not go unnoticed as they raised a large Irish Catholic family 
in a railroad apartment in New York City.  They often did 
without so that we children had what we needed.  

It was while attending St. Joseph Branch of Cathedral 
High School in Greenwich Village that I first met the 
Franciscan Sisters who also inspired my religious vocation. 
They were very joyful, caring, and down to earth in their 
interactions with students and with each other. In addition, 
the sisters lived a simple life style.  

In September of 1961 after completing high school, I 
entered the Franciscan Community. The past 56 years has 
been an incredible journey, one that I would gladly do over 
again.  After completing the Novitiate, I was assigned to 
various teaching assignments in New Jersey.  In preparation 
for my career in education, I received a BA from Ladycliff 
College and an MA in Administration and Supervision from 
Seton Hall University.  Although I began my teaching career 
with 69 second graders, most of my time has been spent 
teaching Math, Language Arts and Religion to junior high 
students, all large classes at that time.  

I was assigned to schools in West New York, Union City, 
and Totowa, NJ.  Teaching and interacting with junior high 
students was definitely my passion!  

In 1976, I was asked to assume the responsibility of 
Principal in one of our schools. Since I enjoyed teaching 
so much and had no desire to be a Principal, I asked her 
to consider someone else for the position. Sister called, 
wrote to me and finally came in person to persuade me to 
take the positon. 

I finally agreed to take the position for one year while 
she looked for another person to be the Principal.  That 
began my thirty-year commitment to Elementary School 
Administration.  For eleven years, (1976 – 1987) I served 
in that capacity at St. Anthony School in Butler, N.J.  In 
1987, I became Principal in St. Leo School in Elmwood 
Park, N.J. (1987 – 2006). 

Each year I would ask Sister Joan, “Have you found 
anyone yet?” and she would respond, “I am still looking!” 
It became our little joke.  As Principal in both schools I 
had the opportunity to work with so many dedicated, 
faith-filled, excellent teachers. They were such a pleasure 

to work with each day.  They 
made my job so much easier.  It 
was also a joy to watch children 
grow and develop academically, 
socially and spiritually through 
the many years. 

In 2007 I was elected to 
Community Leadership as the 
Assistant Congregation Minister 
and spent the next four years in 
Community service.  It was a very 
different but rewarding ministry.

In  2012  I  became  an 
Administrative Assistant at St. 
Joseph Parish, Bogota, NJ. I am so happy to be of service 
in this capacity of Parish ministry. I enjoy interacting 
with the people in the parish, doing the many tasks of a 
secretary and just being a presence to the people.  St. Joseph 
Academy is part of the parish and it gives me a feeling of 
still being connected to the ministry I loved. I have been 
greatly blessed throughout my life having worked with and 
befriended so many amazing people who have touched my 
life profoundly. I pray that in some small way I have also 
touched their lives. 

My life has been truly enriched by the many people 
the Lord has put in my path: my wonderful family, the 
Franciscan Sisters of Peace, (I have lived and worked with 
some incredible Sisters) the children, teachers and parents 
I encountered throughout these 56 years and the many 
parishioners in all the parishes where I served in ministry. 
I am a Franciscan with a very grateful heart.  God is good!

 

Sister Mary Elaine 
Sullivan, FSP



Oh! Star of Wonder
Sister Rose Marie Broadbent, FSP

On a frigid cold and windy day in January 
they came from the east, west, north and south 
to Marian Woods for the celebration of the Feast 
of Epiphany.

The Franciscan Sisters of Peace and Associates 
joyfully followed the star and brought their gifts 
of laughter and warmth to our annual gathering 
at Marian Woods in Hartsdale, NY.

Our time together began, as always, in the 
beautiful chapel, radiant with red and white 
poinsettias around the altar and manger.  An 
inspiring prayer service prepared and led by our 
Sister Pat Glynn moved us, as wise women, to 
bring our various gifts into this world embracing 
the many faces of Christ.

The gifts of welcome, of presence, of compassion, 
of hope, of prayer are just some of the many gifts 
we possess.  We can be Christ to the immigrants 
and refugees, the elderly and lonely, the sick and 
dying.

Filled with hope for a brighter tomorrow we 
continued our celebration and moved into the 
festively decorated dining room. A delicious holiday 
dinner was prepared and shared by all present.

The feast culminated in the singing of our 
Franciscan version of The Twelve Days of 
Christmas. Everyone departed to follow joyfully 
her own Star of Wonder.

“During this Lent, let us all ask the Lord: Make our hearts like yours.”   – Pope Francis2
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Peacemaking Through Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving

Blessed Are The Peacemakers
Note:  Those seeking a deeper more meaningful connection to the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace are often called to serve 
as Associates.  Embracing Franciscan spirituality and values through a non-vowed commitment, Associates may be 
women of varied ages and backgrounds.  Members share in our mission through engaging in prayer, community and 
ministry while maintaining their own homes, families and lifestyles. For more information contact Vicki Pignone, 20 
Ridge St., Haverstraw, NY. 10927. Or call: 845-942-2527 Ext. 107.

Sister Maureen Colleary, FSP
Honored at Event in New York

There were many an Irish eye smiling on the evening of 
October 10, 2017 as the U.S. Friends of Maynooth held their 
25th annual Silver Jubilee Dinner in Manhattan at the Union 
League Club hosted by Sean Cardinal Brady, Archbishop of 
Armagh, Emeritus. It was a grand affair calling together 
many Irish Americans who are supporters of this outstanding 
educational institution. Founded over two centuries ago as 
St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth as it is commonly called, is 
a Pontifical University specializing in the study of Theology, 
Philosophy and related areas.

In the past 22 years, 12,000 priests have been ordained from 
Maynooth, many serving as missionaries in the U.S., Australia 
and Africa.  Since 1965 more than 17,000 lay men and women 
have completed their Master of Divinity degrees and serve the 
Church in multiple ministries.  The U.S. Friends of Maynooth 
raise monies for the University, give awards to persons who 
serve the Church and make it better known outside of Ireland.

Sister Maureen Colleary, FSP was honored at this event as a 
FAITHFUL SERVANT OF THE CHURCH. Sister has been a member 
of the Franciscan Sisters of Peace for 42 years.  For 20 of those 
years, she has been a staff member of RENEW INTERNATIONAL.  
As part of her ministry with RENEW she delivered their programs 
to five of the dioceses of Ireland – Achonry, Elphin, Clonfert, 
Tuam, Killala as well as to the Archdiocese of Armagh – which 
spans both the north and south of Ireland.

Members of Sister Maureen’s family, friends, staff of RENEW 
and members of her religious community joined in honoring 
her as she received this award.  A number of the Bishops and 
clergy from Ireland were present and personally thanked Sister 
Maureen for her work with their parishioners.

Director of Development
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

With heartfelt thanks from our 
retired Sisters and all the Franciscan 
Sisters of Peace - it is a privilege for 
us to have you believe in our mission.  
Be assured of our daily prayers for 
you and your families.

You may be aware that we offer 
special prayer cards to our readers.   
There is no charge for these cards, 
but we ask that, if able, you make a 
donation that you feel is appropriate, as you use a card 
and share in the prayers of the sisters.  Your contribu-
tion will help the retirement and ministry needs of our 
Sisters.  Please indicate which cards, (deceased, special 
intention, get well), and how many you would like us to 
send.  Your intention is placed on our community daily 
prayer list.  Also, on the first Sunday of each month 
we have a Mass offered solely for the intentions of our 
Benefactors.  May 2018 unfold the paths of peace and 
love in your life in many new ways!

APRIL CALENDAR RAFFLES     
We are currently in the 

process of offering our 2018 
April Calendar Raffles. The 
Franciscan Sisters heartily 
thank YOU, our benefactors, 
for your ongoing prayerful 
and financial support of 
our community life and ministries.  
You are truly a great blessing for each of us as you 
collaborate with us, and those whom we reach out to 
in our ministries. There is a prize awarded every day 
during the month of April. Raffle ticket contributions 
are our major source of income, and we are counting 
on your help to distribute them. Your participation 
will benefit the ministries and retirement needs of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace.  

Call:  Sister Clare at 845-942-2527 Ext. 107 or email 
dirdev@fspnet.org for any requests for raffle tickets.

Sisters of St. Francis of PeaceApril Calendar Raffle 2018$10 each; 3 for $25NAME _____________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________

CITY/ST/ZIP ________________________________________________
TEL. _______________________________________________________SOLD BY _____________________________  

Sisters of St. Francis of PeaceApril Calendar Raffle 2018$10 each; 3 for $25NAME _____________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________

CITY/ST/ZIP ________________________________________________
TEL. _______________________________________________________SOLD BY _____________________________  

Sisters of St. Francis of PeaceApril Calendar Raffle 2018$10 each; 3 for $25NAME _____________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________

CITY/ST/ZIP ________________________________________________
TEL. _______________________________________________________SOLD BY _____________________________  

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 78 9 10 11 12 13 1415 16 17 18 19 20 2122 23 24 25 26 27 2829 30

 $500 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $300 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $500 $100  $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $300 $100  $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $300 $200  

CONGRATULATIONS!You now have an April Calendar Sweepstakes.
You have 30 opportunities to win a share of $4,500 in prizes. Your donation will 

benefit the ministries and retirement needs of the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace.
Here’s how the Calendar works:

Fill out the official entry form and return it by March 28, 2018

May we suggest a donation to help support our ministries and retirement needs:

1 ticket for $10.00  OR  3 tickets for $25.00
All winning tickets will be placed back in the entry box and will be eligible for future drawings.

Winners for the week are drawn each Monday at the Congregation Center, Haverstraw, NY. 

Winners are notified immediately by phone or letter. A list of winners is posted in our June Newsletter.

Additional calendars are available through the Development Office. Call us at 845-942-2527 ext. 107 or email dirdev@fspnet.org. 

If you prefer, we will fill additional entry forms for you.  Thank you for your support and good luck!

Please make checks payable to:Sisters of St. Francis of PeaceReturn entry form and donation to:
Development Office, Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

20 Ridge Street, Haverstraw, NY 10927-1198Questions? Call Sr. Clare at 845-942-2527 ext. 107

Thank you for your support and Good Luck!
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace are registered with the State of New York Racing and Wagering Board, Bureau of Charitable Gaming Compliance, 

Permit Number GC-39-2-099-05938. A donation is not required to be eligible, nor will it increase the chance of winning. Void where prohibited by law.

Sisters Elaine Sullivan, Connie Gaynor, Maureen Colleary, Regina 
Holtz, Rev. Msgr. Vincent Bartley, and Rev. Thomas Devery.
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Peacemaking…Our Journey
is a newsletter published by the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Peace, 20 Ridge Street, Haverstraw, NY 10927-1198
Tel: (845) 942-2527 x107 • Fax: (845) 429-8141
Website: www.fspnet.org • E-mail: dirdev@fspnet.org

The Sisters of St. Francis of Peace do not sell or share any 
names, addresses, or other information with anyone else.

A beautiful way to help the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace 
and reach out to those you love

We invite you to use our Prayer Enrollment Cards. Thank you for your use of our special occasion prayers 
cards: get well, deceased, and special intentions. We thank you for your donations to the congregation 
particularly for our sick and retired sisters. All are appreciated.

Prayer Enrollments

20 Ridge Street
Haverstraw, N.Y. 10927

845-942-2527
www.fspnet.org

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

20 Ridge Street
Haverstraw, N.Y. 10927

845-942-2527
www.fspnet.org

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace
20 Ridge Street

Haverstraw, N.Y. 10927
845-942-2527

www.fspnet.org

Thinking of you every day 

and saying a special prayer

that God will bless you

with many graces.

You will be remembered in the daily prayers of the

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace.

A donation has been made in your name to the 

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

to enable them to continue their

mission of peacemaking in today’s world.

DECEASEDSPECIAL INTENTIONGET WELL

INSIDE INSIDE INSIDE

BE REMEMBERED 
FOREVER…
By naming the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Peace in your Will.

For further information, contact:

Director of Development
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

20 Ridge St., Haverstraw, NY 10927
(845) 942-2527, Ext. 107

The Sisters thank you for your continued support of 
their ministries.  

Please indicate on the enclosed envelope if you will 
name the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace in your will 
or already have named them in your will.

We Remember – In Loving Memory
All those who have gone before us.

Sister Mary Kevin Dillon, FMSC – Oct. 27th

Patricia Keane – niece of Sister Mary Elaine 
Sullivan, FSP – Oct. 16th

James Murphy – brother of Sister Catherine 
Murphy, FSP – Nov. 30th

A donation has been made in your name to the

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

to enable them to continue their mission 

of peacemaking in today’s world.

Know that you are surrounded 

by the abundant love of our 

Heavenly Father and the caring prayers 

of your many friends, especially 

the Franciscan Sisters of Peace.


