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A 70TH ANNIVERSARY – 1951-2021
Sister Maureen Colleary, FSP

Congratulations to three of our sisters who together have 
given 210 years of service ministering to our Church as Franciscan 
Sisters!  Each has walked diverse paths over these many years 
and is now retired.  Two reside at Marian 
Woods and one at Cabrini Nursing Home.

Sister Mary Daniel Bauer was born 
in New York City on March 9, 1933 to her 
proud parents, Katherine and Henry Bauer. 
Sr. is a graduate of Ladycliff Academy 
and College in Highland Falls, NY and the 
Assisium Business School in New York City.  
Sr. was first assigned to teach at grammar 
and high school level.  She later joined the 
faculty of her Alma Mater – the Assisium 
Business School, due to her proficiency 
in business subjects.  From 1972 to 1980 
while Sister lived at Ladycliff College she 
was the Secretary to the President and to 
the Dean of Academic Affairs.

Sr. Mary Daniel joined the staff of the Catholic Archdiocese 
of New York as the Administrative Secretary in the Health and 
Hospitals department at the Terence Cardinal Cooke Health Care 
Center.  Later at the Catholic Center she was Secretary to the 
Director of Development and then moved to the Metropolitan 
Tribunal as an Assistant to the Judges and Office Manager.  
Sr. Mary Daniel retired in 2015, having lived many years in 
Manhattan, NY.  She now resides at Marian Woods in Hartsdale, 
NY where she volunteers with a variety of tasks and continues 
being a VERY serious Yankees fan.

Sister Francis Goguen (formerly Sr. Francis Joseph), was 
born in Rhinebeck, NY on October 4, 1931 to her proud parents, 
Florence and George Goguen.  Sr. is a graduate of Rhinebeck 
Central High School, Ladycliff College, New Paltz University and 
New York University.  Sr. Francis entered the Franciscan Sisters 
on September 8, 1951.  From 1953 – 1961 Sr. was assigned to 
the care of children in the Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy Home, Bronx, 
NY.  She then taught in St. Columbanus School, Peekskill, NY, St. 
Patrick’s School, Yorktown Hgts., and St. Bonaventure Elementary 
School in Paterson, NJ. 

Sr. Francis excelled and received certification in Special 
Education Emotional Handicapped. Sr. taught that specialty on 
the faculty of Ladycliff College from 1974 until the college closed 
in 1980. Sr. later taught in St. Rose’s College in Albany, NY.  Her 
last teaching assignment from 1987-2003 was teaching Religion 
at the LaSalle School for Boys in Albany – a residential setting 
for troubled youth.

Sr. Francis retired in 2003 and resided at Marian Woods until 
health problems caused her transfer to Cabrini Nursing Home in 
Dobbs Ferry, NY in 2017.

Sister Ann Smith (formerly Sr. Louis Mary), was born 
on November 20, 1931 to her proud parents, Mary Margaret 

Sisters Ann Smith, Mary Daniel Bauer and 
Francis Goguen

and Louis Smith in Pequannock, NJ.  Sr. graduated from Butler 
High School.  She later earned degrees from Ladycliff College 
in Highland Falls, and Iona College in New Rochelle, NY.  After 

teaching in several grammar schools, she 
was selected from among volunteers to 
join three other sisters to open a foreign 
mission in Bolivia, South America in 1960.  
Sr. Ann was called back to the U.S. in 1964 
to be in charge of Formation as Mistress 
of Novices.

In 1968 and 1969 Sr. Ann was elected 
to go to Rome, Italy with three other sisters 
to prepare and then attend the Special 
General Chapter, mandated by Vatican II 
for all Congregations of women religious.  
She was elected as Provincial Superior 
of the U.S. Province in 1975 and served 
for two terms.  In 1984 Sr. travelled to 
Americus, Georgia with two other sisters 

for pastoral work with migrant farm workers, staffing a small 
school, and other work in St. Mary’s Parish. 

After six years in Georgia, the sisters were needed in New 
York to assist in the care of our retired sisters in the newly es-
tablished setting at Sacred Heart Convent in Yonkers, NY.  Sr. Ann 
ministered to the retired sisters there from 1991 to 1998.  For 
the next three years she served as the Liaison with the sisters 
at Marian Woods and as the New Membership Coordinator.  In 
2011 Sr. Ann retired and now resides at Marian Woods.

AD MULTOS ANNOS to each of these sisters!
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Sister Helen Wacker, FSP

Interruptions: The Work of God In Our Lives?

Jubilee Group of 1961  
with Pope Francis!

Reflecting on 60 years of mostly education ministry, we 
are blessed to see God’s Providence working through our lives 
and ministries.  As we confidently, joyfully, go forward to 
wherever we are called, we remain grateful for each student, 
teacher, administrator and parent we’ve encountered on our 
journey.  We are also grateful for our Benefactors whose 
prayers, gifts and support have been vital to our mission to 
serve children, youth and families for all these years!

All of us live in the tension between our plans and interruptions, our expectations 
and the unexpected events, life as we desire it to be and life as it occurs.  Numerous 
things, big and small, continuously interrupt our agendas. Our lives, however, are not 
intended to be left entirely to circumstances.  At times, we are called upon to make 
difficult choices and not simply to accept whatever happens. Interruptions, however, 
can serve as reminders that we are not in control of our lives even though at times 
we live with the illusion that we are very much in control. (Collectively, we all know 
how the COVID-19 shut downs in March 2020 interrupted the rhythm of all of our 
daily lives.) Given the fact that an obsession in our culture is that interruptions are 
viewed as an enemy of productivity and creativity, we may get tempted to work even 
harder to make it happen, reinforce our boundaries, or blame others.  In other words, 
our culture tells us that we have too much to do and not enough time to do it!  Every one of us could have 
a story to tell.  

Many times, we view our plans and interruptions to be in opposition; however, what IF we could be equally 
present to our plans and interruptions? What if we trusted that God’s spirit was present in both?

Consider how Jesus lived.  As full as His schedule was, He always found the time to linger.
If we reflect on various passages in Scripture, we find that Jesus’s ministry experiences a perpetual flow of 

interruptions.  We read about: the lepers, paralytics, the blind and the deaf; the crowds that followed Jesus; 
the anxious disciples in a boat; the centurion with the sick servant; the woman with the hemorrhage; and 
the parents with sick children.  All these accounts and many more seem to be preceded by statements like: 
Jesus was “on the road to…” or “on His way to…” or “and now Jesus decided to go there…” when something 
significant happens. When Jesus is interrupted, He sees God at work. Once the need was met, Jesus proceeded 
to what He originally intended to do.  Well aware of interruptions, Jesus lived some of the most powerful 
scenes in Scripture while on the way to do something else. Through God’s interruptions, Jesus enacts healing, 
hearing, wholeness and giving sight.  All along the way, Jesus is present to whatever and whoever is before 
Him, planned or unexpected. Jesus is well aware that the spirit of God “blows where it chooses”, which means 
we have to be discerning to the movement of the spirit in our own lives, plans and interruptions alike. (Henri 
Nouwen once commented that he used to be resentful whenever he was interrupted in his work until he 
realized that often times, interruptions were his real work.)  Everyday life is where God shows up. Faithfulness 
is about being as intentional and caring toward the interruptions as we are to our plans as Jesus so lived.

In what way is God present in the plans and interruptions in my life today?  What might be hidden at the 
intersection of my plans and the unexpected?  Am I willing to let the “to-do list lie idle, even for a moment, 
to discern what is truly mine to do”?  (Please know that I did experience interruptions during the preparation 
of this article!)
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SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, JUNE 13th 2020 

FOR NEXT YEAR’S LUNCHEON!A Man of Few Words, St. Joseph – March 19th
Being a man of few words, St. Joseph has much to 

say to today’s Catholic Men and Women. The year of St, 
Joseph, which began December 8, coincides with the 150th 
anniversary of St. Joseph’s designation as patron 
of the Universal Church by Blessed Pope Pius 
IX. In the past many families would prepare 
a special family meal with homemade bread 
and a pasta course topped off with Italian 
pastries for dessert.  It was always a day 
celebrated and that tradition has continued 
in many homes.  In many parishes this feast 
included a parish gathering with pastries and 
other desserts.

Joseph is not only the patron of the Universal 
Church, but patron of our families, patron of fathers 
and husbands and workers.  He is the role model of 

the life we wish to imitate in our own as men and 
women of faith.

In the Scriptures, there is not one written word that 
St. Joseph said.  But in the Scriptures, there is 

recorded what he did.  A man of very few words, 
but a man of profound action.  He gives us 
the example of how it is not what we say but 
rather what we do and how we live.  Joseph 
had his own share of trials in his life, he 
experienced doubt, fear, disappointment to 

name a few, but he was a man of tremendous 
faith in God and God’s providence. He trusted 

that God would take care of him, and God did.  This 
could resonate in our current times of uncertainty and 
fear related to Covid-19 and other difficulties.  Trust 
God and go to Joseph.

One of Our Wisdom Women – 1941-2021
Sister Maureen Colleary, FSP

Sister Justine Marcucci is celebrating her 80 years as a Franciscan Sister!!!  Born in 
Philadelphia, Pa, to Daria and Justin Marcucci on March 6, 1922, Sr. Justine entered the 
Novitiate in Peekskill, NY on 9/8/1941.  After profession of vows, she was assigned to the 
field of education and from 1944 to 1969 taught in parish schools in New York, New Jersey 
and Philadelphia.  While teaching in St. Matthew’s, Hastings, NY, (1964-1969), she was also 
Principal. Sr. Justine earned her BA in History from Ladycliff College and a Masters Degree 
in Theology from St. Bonaventure University.  She received a certificate in Spiritual Direction 
from Dunwoodie Seminary, NY as well as course work in Canon Law from Darlington Seminary, 
NJ.  Sister also is trained in Laubach Literacy Tutoring.

In 1968 and 1969 Sr. Justine was elected as one of the sisters to represent the U.S. province 
at the special General Chapter in Rome, Italy.  At the Chapter, elections were held for a new 
General Council.  Sister Justine who is fluent in Italian was elected as the assistant to the 
new Mother General.  She lived in Rome for the next 6 years.  She travelled to each place 
where our sisters ministered.  Chile, S.A., Cameroon, Africa, France, U.S., Cyprus, Gemona 
(Northern Italy).

Completing her responsibilities in Rome in 1975, Sister returned to the U.S. and served as 
the Co-Vicar for Religious in the Archdiocese of Newark, NJ until 1981 when she was elected 
as Assistant Provincial of the US Province for a six-year term.  Our new congregation was 
formed in 1986 and Sr. Justine transferred to the Franciscan Sisters of Peace.  Sister joined 
two other Sisters in a ministry to the poor in Americus, Georgia.  As a part of her ministry, 
Sister Justine opened a preschool for African American children; conducted the RCIA program 
in the parish, and was an instructor for literacy volunteers of America.  She also served as 
a board member for Habit for Humanity and was a member of the Council on Child Abuse.

Sister was asked to return to New York in 1990 to assist in the care of the retired sisters 
who had transferred to the Franciscan Sisters of Peace.  Their residence was located at Sacred 
Heart Parish in Yonkers, NY.  Sr. Justine lived there and managed that program until 2003.  
For the next ten years she resided at the FSP Center in Haverstraw as hospitality coordinator.  
In 2011 Sr. Justine retired and moved to Marian Woods in Hartsdale, NY where she continues 
as an active part of that intercommunity residence.  She served as Sacristan for a number of 
years, continues to crochet baby sets, (about 100) and afghans, does sewing and fancy gift 
wrapping for many, and participates in preparing food for the Midnight Run.

Congratulations and “Pace et bene!” Peace and all good! 
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Peacemaking Through Facing Challenges
Sister Elaine Sullivan, FSP – 1961-2021
My life’s journey began in the Chelsea section of Manhattan, New York when I was born 

the seventh of eleven children to Mary and John Sullivan.  My given name was Arlene Mary.  
In order of birth we were: Johnny, Jimmy, Kenneth, Francis, Elaine, Rosemary, Arlene, Patsy, 
Peggy, Gerard and Billy.  My brother Francis died on October 4th, (feast of St. Francis), at the 
age of 10 months.  My mother always told us that we had our very own angel watching 
over us.  He was a busy angel!  

My parents were firm believers in Catholic education so my siblings and I attended St. 
Francis Xavier elementary school and the Catholic high school of our choice. I attended St. 
Joseph’s Branch of Cathedral High School and had an after-school job to help pay the tuition.  
My parents were the inspiration for my religious vocation.  They made many sacrifices to 
raise a large family in a railroad apartment in New York City.  They often did without so 
that their children had what they needed.

It was in high school that I met the Franciscan Sisters who radiated joy and compassion, 
were down to earth and lived a simple lifestyle.  I was attracted to their congregation and 
began to consider becoming a member of it.  It was in my senior year that I decided to enter 
their novitiate and my parents were very happy when I shared that with them.  My father 
said, “follow your heart and do what your heart tells you.”

 My three older brothers on the other hand, tried hard to talk me out of my decision.  
I knew they loved me and wanted what was best for me but thought it was too great a 
sacrifice for a young girl to make.  My sisters were very supportive and happy.  A week 
before I was to enter the novitiate on September 8, 1961, my oldest brother told my mother 
he would be happy to go with her a week after my entrance to bring me home.  When I 
heard this I asked him, “Why would you say something like that?’  He replied “Arlene, you 
love music, you love to dance, you love life, you’ll never make it in the convent.”  I replied, 
“We’ll see!”  After profession I was assigned to the ministry of education.  I earned a BA 
degree from Ladycliff College, NY and later a Masters Degree in Educational Administration 
and Supervision from Seton Hall University, NJ.

My early years were spent teaching grammar and junior high school students in Cor Jesu 
School, West New York; Holy Family School, Union City, and St. James School, Totowa–all in New Jersey.   Teaching and 
interacting with junior high students was definitely my passion!

In 1976, I was asked to assume responsibility as Principal at St. Anthony Elementary School in Butler, NJ and later 
at St. Leo School Elmwood Park, NJ.  As Principal in both schools I had the opportunity to work with so many dedicated, 
faith-filled, excellent teachers, some religious and many lay persons.  They made my job so much easier.  It was also a 
joy to watch children grow and develop academically, socially and spiritually.

In 2007 I was elected to Community Leadership as Assistant Congregation Minister and  had to leave education and 
spend the next four years in community service.  It was a very different but rewarding ministry.  The past 60 years have 
been an incredible journey and one that I would gladly do over again.

Currently I minister as an Administrative Assistant at St. Joseph Parish in Bogota, NJ where I enjoy interacting with 
parishioners, doing the tasks of a secretary, and being a presence to the people.  My life has truly been enriched by the 
people the Lord has put in my path–my wonderful family, the Franciscan Sisters community, the children, teachers, parents 
and parishioners I’ve encountered throughout these years.  I am a Franciscan with a grateful heart and one who still 
loves music, loves to dance and loves life!

Prayers for your Intentions
Each day we pray for the needs of our friends and benefactors.  Our Benefactors are also remembered in a special monthly Mass 
offered for your intentions.  If you would like us to pray for a special intention, please write it on the enclosed remit envelope.  
We also enjoy sending birthday cards to our donors so be sure to send your special day to us found also on the remit envelope 
so we can keep you in prayer.
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Peacemaking Through Facing Challenges
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP – 1961-2021

AKA: Sister Ann Thomas

The great depression was the worst economic downturn in the history of the industrialized 
world, lasting from 1929 to 1939.  It began after the stock market crash of October 1929.  

My parents, Ann Hughes and Thomas Kelleher, came to this country as Irish Immigrants 
and were seeking a better life than the one they had left behind. They married here in 1934 
in the middle of the crash and took the jobs they could get at the time.  My father was an 
unskilled laborer and my mother did a lot of house cleaning, both making very little money 
at the time.

They did the best they could in raising my older sisters, Mary and Veronica and then myself.  
My sisters married and raised their own families.  I became familiar with the Franciscan 
Sisters in grammar school and St. Joseph’s Branch, Cathedral High School in New York City.

Witnessing the sacrifices, the Sisters made and the love they shared with everyone is 
what attracted me to want to join the Franciscan community.  After graduating from St. 
Joseph’s High School, I worked a year at McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. on 42nd St. in NYC, 
prior to entering the convent.  At that time, I also was enjoying a very social life outside 
of work and not entirely sure of my future plans.

In 1961, I decided to join the Franciscan Sisters of Peekskill, NY. where their Motherhouse 
also cared for underprivileged children. The first year as a Postulant, I was assigned to 
caring for the younger boys ages 5-6, about 30 in a group.  As a Novice, my second year, I 
mostly prayed and studied. After that, while attending Ladycliff College on weekends and 
in the summers, I began my teaching career, beginning with 56 first graders in Bogota, NJ.  
Over the years, I continued teaching in grammar school at St. Joseph’s West New York, NJ, 
St. Joseph’s Greenwich Village, NYC and St. James, Totowa, NJ.  Upon receiving my Master’s 
degree in Education and certification in Educational Administration and Supervision from 
Manhattan College, I taught at Ladycliff College, Highland Falls, NY, for 3 years until the 
college closed in 1981.  I was then assigned as Principal at the Assisium High School in 
NYC.  Upon the closing of the Assisium I accepted the position as provincial secretary at our 
Motherhouse in Peekskill, NY.  After another 5 years, I became Principal at St. Columbanus 
elementary school, Cortlandt Manor, NY.  Thirteen years later I decided to change careers 
and became Coordinator for a Religious Education Program at Holy Innocents Parish in 

Pleasantville, NY and later at St. Augustine’s Parish in Larchmont, NY.  I then began working at the Salesian Congregation’s 
Development Program in New Rochelle, NY.  After a year working there, my community, the Franciscan Sisters of Peace, 
asked me to accept the position as Development and Communications person for our community.  I am presently in my 
11th year in this position and truly feel and appreciate the love and compassion shared by our Benefactors.  Our Sisters 
remember them in prayer every day.

Religious life has given me the gift of living and working closely with many caring and loving women religious.  It has 
also afforded me the wonderful opportunity of making many friends and acquaintances outside of the convent through 
my various ministries.   I still keep in touch, mostly through Christmas cards, with many of these wonderful people.

Looking back at my time in ministry, so much of who I thought I was, has changed.  As I have grown into the person 
I am today, I know this is due to the people, places and experiences that have gifted me with their stories and lessons.  I 
am incredibly grateful for those people in my life.  I continue to learn from all my experiences in more ways than I could 
have ever expected.  I pray every day in thanksgiving for the many graces that I have received and for the friends I have 
made over the years–including each of you reading this.  Pax et Bonum!

We invite you to use our Prayer Enrollment Cards.  Thank you for your use of our special occasion 
prayers cards: get well, deceased, and special intentions. We thank you for your donations to the 
congregation particularly for our sick and retired sisters. All are appreciated.
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Sister Dorothy DeYoung, FSP – 1961-2021 (AKA Sister Mary Kenneth)

As I reflect on my life as a Franciscan Sister of Peace, I am first drawn back to my early years 
and the inspiration of both my mother and grandmother, two faith-filled women.  I was born in 
Jersey City, NJ to Dorothy (nee Voss) and Anton DeYoung, the second of four children, Anton, Dorothy, 
Barbara and Kenneth.  My younger years were filled with many joy-filled moments along with sadness 
when life changed dramatically.  The separation from and then later sudden loss of my father would 
disrupt the flow of life but my mom was determined to provide a safe, loving environment for her 
children.  Her influence on my life is deeply rooted in my being and her strong faith impacted my 
life in ways that I continue to discover.  My mom told me that I announced my desire to become a 
sister at the age of five…imagine that proclamation!  Nevertheless, I pursued that desire and here 
I am sixty years later.  The Franciscans were my high school teachers who inspired me just by who 
they were and, as a result, I chose to follow a Franciscan way of life.  I graduated from Holy Family 
High School, Union City, NJ in 1960; Ladycliff College, Highland Falls, NY where I earned a BA degree 
in French/Education in 1971, and an MA degree in Education from Manhattan College, Riverdale, 
NY in 1975 followed by a post graduate certification in Administration.  My Certifications in New 
York State include Permanent Certification in teaching grades N–8, French grades 7-12, Reading 
Specialist and Administration.

Early in my career, I spent many years teaching at a number of schools including St. Joseph’s, 
Bogota, NJ; Our Lady of Loretto, Cold Spring, NY; and St. Patrick’s, Yorktown Heights, NY.  In addition, 
I served as a Child Care Worker in St. Joseph’s Home, Peekskill, NY.  In the late seventies I was 
appointed Principal of St. Patrick’s, Yorktown Heights, NY where I had also taught for six years.

In 1985, I was named Assistant Administrator for our Congregation, soon to be established as 
the Franciscan Sisters of Peace, a Diocesan Institute, in 1986.  In 1987 I was elected Congregation 
Minister for the Franciscan Sisters of Peace and served the community for eight years.  Following those 
years in Administration I participated in the Career Options Program at Calvary Hospital, Bronx, NY 
in 1995.  It was there that I completed my certification as a Cancer Care Technician and ministered 
to the terminally ill, a ministry that surely gifted me with much more than I could ever imagine. 

Sister Eileen Marie Cullen, FSP – 1961-2021
On December 15, 1942, six weeks earlier than expected, my mother gave birth to twin girls.  My 

sister and I were named Kathleen and Eileen.  We were only 3 pounds each, we have come a long 
way since then!  After six years my sister, Peggy (Margaret Mary), arrived to complete our family.

We lived in West New York, N.J. and belonged to that famous Church, St. Joseph’s of the Palisades.  
It was the largest parish in the area with five schools and four churches/chapels.  It was there 
that I acquired my love for the church, my faith, and my vocation.  Having the Franciscan Sisters 
in school I saw in them something I desired in my life.  After much deliberation, I entered their 
community on September 8, 1961.  I was certainly living a different lifestyle than my friends but 
I knew God had led me to the right place.

After profession, each Sister was sent out to her missions or assignment.  Most of us were 
assigned to a teaching position.  I was sent to St. Leo’s School in Elmwood Park, NJ to teach 54 
second grade students.  It was very different from the life I had lived in the novitiate but very 
rewarding in my growth as a religious sister, teacher, and faith filled woman.  I was later assigned 
to several different schools continuing my teaching career while living my life dedicated to God

Several years ago, I decided to step down from being a full-time teacher to a teacher’s aide/
substitute.  I am now a full-time teacher’s aide in St. Leo’s School (in Elmwood Park), where I first 
began my teaching journey.  I have come full circle returning to where I began. My ministry has 
taken me to working with Pre-K 3-year old’s and also helping out with Pre-K 4-year old’s as well 
as Kindergarten children when needed.  I love every minute of it.  I work with individual children 
who need a little extra help, prepare for projects or do whatever the teacher needs assistance with 
at any given time.

I feel blessed that I can be a representative of Christ to these special adults and children with 
whom I minister.  Teaching helps me stay focused on my core mission and helps me be effective 
at making a difference in people’s lives.  I am incredibly grateful and feel privileged to have had 
this beautiful opportunity through my Franciscan vocation.

It was in 1997 that I returned to the ministry of education and served as Principal of St. Margaret of Cortona School, Bronx, 
NY for ten years.  While Principal I continued to teach at least one class a day in order to help me keep my perspective clear 
on the special role of teacher.  Teaching has always been my passion so keeping my hand in it was no sacrifice!

In 2007, I felt called back to full-time teaching and ministered as a middle school Math teacher in Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School, Scarsdale, NY where I spent the next eight years.  It was during those years that I was able to fully engage once 
again in what I cherished….teaching!

Then, in 2015, I would be elected once again to serve my community as Assistant Congregation Minister, during an 
extraordinary time in religious life in the United States.  Ministering within my Congregation has gifted me with the wisdom, 
experience, faith, and joy of so many sisters who have led the way and for that I am truly grateful.  
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Sister Kathleen O’Farrell, FSP – 1961-2021
AKA: Sister Christopher Mary

I was born on the Upper West Side of Manhattan to Mary and Chris O’Farrell, my 
nurturing and loving parents.  My older sister Eileen, my best friend, communicates with 
me every day.  At a very early age I was educated on the horrors of hatred and violence.  
My neighbors who were Jewish showed me the numbers that had been branded on their 
arms while being imprisoned at Auschwitz and other concentration camps.  After World 
War 2 they immigrated to New York where they were able to practice their faith freely, 
attain lucrative careers and be active members of the Upper West Side Community.  These 
faith-filled people are remembered each day in my prayers.

I attended Ascension Grammar School and Cathedral High School.  It was at Cathedral 
that I met Franciscan Sisters.  Through their influence and guidance, I felt God was calling 
me to Religious Life.  I have a deep love and devotion to Saint Francis who embraced poverty, 
reverenced the earth and her creatures, and radiated peace to all whom he encountered.  
After profession I earned a Bachelors degree in Spanish and Education and a Masters in 
Religious Studies which helped greatly in my ministries.

In the early to mid-1960’s I taught at 2 Grammar Schools in New Jersey and returned 
to New York and taught at. St. Joseph’s Branch of Cathedral High School and La Salle 
High School.  Some students are still in touch with me.  What a joy it is to know that 
they are happy and well.  One of these students who was an emergency room nurse died 
from complications of Aids.  He was a member of the Music Ministry at St. Francis Xavier 
Church.  His gentleness and kindness touched many lives.

During the 1980’s, the height of the Aids epidemic, I was a volunteer at the Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis.  As a member of their “Buddy” program I visited these men three times a 
week and helped them with whatever they needed.  Donald, a gifted artist who was Catholic 
was denied a viewing at the time of his death by the funeral homes in the area with the 
exception of Redden’s.  May God always bless Redden’s for their empathy during this very 
sad and tragic time.

After teaching for over twenty years I pursued Parish Ministry.  I was pastoral Associate at three churches.  Two 
in Manhattan and one in South Carolina.  Saint James located in Ritter, S.C. known as  “Catholic Hill” is an African-
American parish with a rich history.  Originally built by Irish plantation owners for their slaves.  The Civil War caused 
them to vacate the property.  Africans sold into the plantations were baptized by their owners.  They freed slaves.  At 
the time there was no priest but the people continued the religious education program and held prayer services.  St. 
James is an authentically Black Catholic Church.  The cemetery next to the church is a testament to that fact. The 
present parishioners at “Catholic Hill” helped deepen and strengthen my faith.  What a privilege it was serving these 
faith-filled people!

In the early 90’s I went on a sabbatical to a Poor Clare Monastery in South Carolina where I lived according to the 
Franciscan Rule of Hermitage.  I thank the Poor Clare’s’ for their spiritual mentorship, love and kindness to me at that 
time.

The Dwelling Place in Manhattan is a shelter for homeless women.  I ministered there for six years with four other 
women religious.  As a case worker to these women I entered into their pain, sorrow and loneliness and rejoiced with 
them when they were accepted into permanent housing.  These special women are always in my prayers.

Our Lady of Lourdes Church was an important part of my ministerial life for many years.  There I offered bereavement 
sessions, RCIA classes, Hospital visits and made myself available wherever there was a need.

I retired from Our Lady of Lourdes Church in March of 2020.  However, I am still connected with the members of the 
Senior Club.  Hopefully, we will be able to connect physically soon and continue to pray and play.  

When the convent closed, which also held Our Lady of Lourdes church offices, Henrick and Lenny the “working cats” 
there, were informed that their services were no longer needed.  I refused to bring these hard-working cats to a shelter.  
Today, Henrick age 19 and Lenny age 16 are living happily in retirement with me.

 During the 1980’s I enrolled in a Doll-Making course.  We were required to create our own doll.  I made a cloth doll 
that symbolized peace.  On the card attached to the doll is the Logo of the Franciscan Sisters of Peace and the Prayer of 
Saint Francis.  Our Peace dolls now reside with their owners in the US and internationally.  Anyone interested in having 
a Peace Doll may contact us at dirdev@fspnet.org   Small donations for the Franciscan Sisters for the doll are welcome.  
The arms of our dolls are extended as a gesture of Peace to all whom they encounter.   May we also be instruments 
of God’s peace to one another.  



8

Peacemaking…Our Journey
is a newsletter published by the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace 

20 Ridge Street, 
Haverstraw, NY 10927-1198
Tel: (845) 942-2527 x107 

Fax: (845) 429-8141
Website: www.fspnet.org 

E-mail: dirdev@fspnet.org

The Sisters of St. Francis of Peace do not sell 
or share any names, addresses, or other

information with anyone else.

We Remember – In Loving Memory
 Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day;

Unseen, unheard, but always near,
they are always in our hearts, so dear.

Sister Ann Patrick Boddie, FMSC
Sister Giovannina Gemin, FMSC

Dolorita Hall, former FMSC, Sr. Miriam Dolores
Betty Popick, sister of Sister Mary Daniel, FSP

Tria Reuss, sister of Sister Margaret Gaffikin,FSP
Suzanne Smith, sister of Sister Catherine Murphy, FSP

Mabel Galu, Ladycliff College Alumni Association

May their souls and the souls of all  
the faithful departed rest in peace.

Director of Development
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

Date Name Amount State Seller
Aprl 1 Kathy Bower $200.00 Pequannock, NJ St. Joseph's-Lincoln Pk, NJ
Apr. 2 Kristen Peterson $100.00 Millstone, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 3 Elyse Nardozzi $100.00 Little River, SC Sr. Eileen Lindsay
Apr. 4 Ann Suscreba $500.00 Clifton, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 5 Lawrence Lagatol $100.00 Lavallette, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 6 Liz Cherry $100.00 Lincoln Park, NJ St. Joseph's-Lincoln Pk, NJ
Apr.7 Nancy Stupik $100.00 Glendora, CA Sr. Regina Holtz
Apr. 8 Denise Diehl $200.00 Closter, NJ St. Joseph's-Haworth, NJ
Apr. 9 Mary Cortney $100.00 Yorktown Hts., NY Sr. Dorothy DeYoung
Apr. 10 Katie Naftalis $100.00 Waldwick, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 11 Mary Ann Patti $200.00 Leonia, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 12 Vince & Peggy Lo Proto $100.00 Clifton, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 13 Sarah Steel $100.00 Haworth, NJ Sr. Joanne Picciurro
Apr. 14 Carole Maloney $200.00 Port St. Luci, FL Through the mail
Apr. 15 Dulce Bolivar Haley $100.00 Bloomfield, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 16 Donna Clark $100.00 Erie, PA Through the mail
Apr. 17 Judy Sondej $100.00 Garfield, NJ Sr. Mary Elaine Sullivan
Apr. 18 Pat Burke $500.00 Elmwood Park, NJ Mail
Apr. 19 Karen Ryan $100.00 Haworth, NJ Sr. Joanne Picciurro
Apr. 20 Kathleen Van Akin $100.00 Danbury, CT Through the mail
Apr. 21 Marilyn A. Arnhols $100.00 Surf City, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 22 Denise S. Patti $200.00 Liberty, NY Through the mail
Apr. 23 Teresa Kurtz $100.00 Elmwood Park, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 24 Virginia  Bator $100.00 Lincoln Park, NJ Sister Ellen Byrne
Apr. 25 James Devine $200.00 Dumont, NJ Sr. Joanne Picciurro
Apr. 26 Pat Stickerling $100.00 Haworth, NJ Sr. Joanne Picciurro
Apr. 27 Nancy Spillane $100.00 Yorktown Hts., NY Through the mail
Apr. 28 Carolina Guevara $100.00 Lincoln Park, NJ Through the mail
Apr. 29 Robert Petrikat $200.00 New City, NY Beverly Dempewolf
Apr. 30 Pierce Kelly $100.00 Norwood, NJ Sr. Joanne Picciurro

April Calendar 
Winners – 2021
Congratulations to all of our winners! 
At this writing, our gross revenue 
from the April Calendar Fall Raffle 
is $30,480.00 minus approximately 
$8,000 for prizes awarded, printing 
tickets, envelopes, letters, inserts 
and postage, etc.  In addition, we 
received $7,943,00 in donations.  All 
of the proceeds go to the support of 
our sisters who are in ministries, 
the care of our senior sisters and 
those in Cabrini Nursing Home, 
operating costs and maintenance of 
our Congregation Center. It is with 
deep gratitude that we acknowledge 
and thank you, our generous donors, 
for your contributions.  Only with 
your help are we able to continue 
our ministries.  Therefore, you share 
with us in spreading the Gospel and 
building up God’s Kingdom.  Thank 
you for your support, and may God 
continue to bless you.


