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Celebrate Earth Day
Sister Regina Holtz, FSP

It is a blessing to get to celebrate Earth Day (April 
22) each year to remember what a gift God has given 
us.  It is also helpful to remember that Earth 
Day has been celebrated for the past 53 
years.  Our faith helps us recall ancient 
teaching from Genesis where, from the 
beginning, God asks us to be caretakers 
of this sanctuary.  As climate change 
accelerates every action carries 
importance.  In May, Laudato Si Week 
is celebrated globally to mark the 
anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Laudato Si’ On Care for Our Common 
Home. It is Francis’ most famous letter, 
published in 2015, and, arguably his most 
important contribution to the social doctrine 
of the Catholic Church. 

When the first celebration happened in 1970, it 
was an outgrowth of an effort of some educators and 
politicians to have a “teach-in” for college students 
about environmental concerns.  However, one young 
activist realized the potential to inspire all Americans, 
not just young people, so he worked to promote events 
all across America engaging various organizations, 
religious groups and the general public.  And its effect 
was very encouraging and impressive. The movement 
is now worldwide, Earth Day is marked in over 190 
countries and it is estimated that a billion individuals 
are mobilized for action each Earth Day.

As Franciscans, we know that our St. Francis, 
during his life, developed a deep love of nature and 
all created things, seeing God present in all things; he 
is known as the patron saint of the environment and 
ecologists.  His words have had a lasting resonance 
with millions of followers across the globe.  So, as 
we always challenge ourselves to follow Jesus Christ 
in the footsteps of Francis, we are called to a love of 
nature and all creation.

The history of Earth Day is reflected in the story 
told in the film called: “THE LETTER”.  As was 

just noted, the idea for Earth Day grew out of 
the energy from a small group of young 

activists who thought big and started 
a world-wide movement.  In this film 
you learn the story of five individuals 
who are currently deeply engaged 
in different environmental concerns 
in specific works in their native 
lands, motivated by their personal 
experiences.  Each receives a letter 

from Pope Francis inviting them to 
come to Rome to meet with him to 

discuss their work in caring for creation.  
The film is available free on line both 

on the website, www.theletterfilm.org and 
on YouTube.

We ask that you consider what you can do to help 
us care Together for Our Common Home.

Inside…
Spring Cleaning Can Result in 
Deep Cleaning ..........................................................2

Ladycliff College Alumnae Association  
Annual Luncheon ....................................................3

Our Spiritual Legacy –  
“Catching the Treasure” ..........................................3

St. Cabrini of Westchester .......................................4

We Remember - In Loving Memory .........................6

April Calendar Winners ...........................................7

Prayer Enrollments ..................................................8

Be Remembered Forever ..........................................8



2

Sister Helen Wacker, FSP

Spring Cleaning Can Result  
in Deep Cleaning!

Although not as cold and snowy as past winters, much to our delight spring 
is here!  Winter never wins the final battle.  Spring is a time when we experience 
storms characterized by sweeping winds, stinging, heavy rains and extreme 
fluctuations in temperatures. Very often, the landscapes become littered with 
dead tree branches, decayed leaves and all sorts of debris.  Spring storms are 
nature’s way of cleansing the landscape and preparing for the earliest signs 
of spring like: tiny sprouts pushing their way through the soil; buds emerging 
on trees; and birds busily building nests. 

For us, spring as well as anytime throughout the year, can present us 
with opportunities to do some deep cleaning ourselves. Deep Cleaning can 
refresh our homes and our minds.  Over time, our lives tend to accumulate unnecessary articles and 
superfluous stuff.  The clutter in our homes can be more obvious like closets cluttered with clothes, 
but our lives, likewise, can become cluttered with so many activities and commitments that our normal 
pace becomes frenetic and we can lose sense of our true selves.  Clutter can weigh us down, distract 
us and deplete us.  How then do we de-clutter?  At times, the hardest part is just making the decision 
and getting started!

In an article titled Three Simple Ways to Declutter Your Life, the author, Jeanne Ewing suggests to 
start small and pick one spot - a drawer, closet or shelf.  Ask if this is something you really love, need 
or have a justifiable reason to keep. The author contends that the key to simplification is to maintain 
what you have after decluttering instead of rotating through the latest and greatest in any given year.  
Paring down possessions should occur before organizing because organizing first would postpone the 
inevitability of decluttering. A general rule is to dispose of 75% of what you own in each category.  
The next step is to clean up digital clutter. Again, the suggestion is to apply the 75% disposal rule. 
The question here is boon or bane?  Interestingly, new scientific research claims that online gaming, 
social media scrolling and internet searches affect the way our brains function since they present 
instant gratification instead of the opportunity for deep intellectual work. The author contends that 
we can become enslaved to fast-paced downloads, videos and short articles.

When we let go of possessions (perhaps some of those that are not truly essential for our daily 
living) we may notice a sense of liberation. Often times, divestment or detachment connects with 
poverty in spirit. How does this reinforce the gospel message?  Blessed are the poor in spirit:  The 
reign of Heaven is theirs. (Matthew 5:3) “Is theirs” indicates NOW, not later.  Poverty in spirit expands 
our capacity for God’s spirit to dwell and abide within us. Simply, tidying or organizing or minimizing 
without a meaningful ideal fall short of the abundant life for which we are called – a radical union 
with God in the PRESENT moment!  Certainly, the benefits of doing one’s OWN decluttering outweigh 
having someone else “deal with your stuff…and clearing out your space after you’ve passed on”. 
(Jacquelyn Dupuy) So why not me instead of leaving the task to someone else? 

        In Peace,

        Sister Helen Wacker, FSP
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Ladycliff College Alumnae Association  
Annual Luncheon

June 10, 2023
It’s time to gather once again to celebrate our beloved  

Ladycliff College at our annual luncheon!
9:00 am

Mass for the living and deceased LCAA members
Sacred Heart Church, Main Street, Highland Falls

11:00 am
Cocktail Hour and sign-in @ the Hotel Thayer

12:00 pm
Luncheon

Annual LCAA business meeting and *election of LCAA officers

All grads, students and professors from the Classes of ’37 through ’82 are welcome.  Classes celebrating anniversaries 
this year: ’38, ’43, ’48, ’53, ’58, ’63, ’68, ’73 and ’78.  What a perfect time to plan for revisiting those memorable times 
at Ladycliff!

As in the past, the Franciscan Sisters from Peekskill and the Franciscan Sisters of Peace will be our honored guests.  All 
proceeds, as well as additional donations received, are for the benefit of the Sisters, the annual cost of hosting the website 
and LCAA administrative costs (postage, PO Box, etc.)  If you are unable to attend this year’s luncheon, we, once again, 
hope that you might consider a donation to the Sisters.  The fundraising mission of this Association is to give back to the 
Sisters, who gave to us in ways untold and to foster alumnae fellowship.  The Sisters are always so appreciative of our gifts.

We wish you all good health, safety, and God’s blessings throughout this year.
For further information, please go to the Ladycliff website at: https://www.ladycliffcollege.org

Ladycliff College Alumnae Association Annual Luncheon 

JUNE 10, 2023 

It’s time to gather once again to celebrate our beloved Ladycliff College at our annual luncheon! 

9:00 am 
Mass for the living and deceased LCAA members 
Sacred Heart Church, Main Street, Highland Falls 

11:00 am 
Cocktail Hour and sign-in @ the Hotel Thayer 

12:00 pm 
Luncheon 

Annual LCAA business meeting and *election of LCAA officers 
 

All grads, students and professors from the Classes of ’37 through ’82 are welcome.  Classes 
Celebrating anniversaries this year: ’38,’43,’48,’53,’58,’63,’68,’73 and ‘78.  What a perfect time 
to plan for revisiting those memorable times at Ladycliff! 
 
As in the past, the Franciscan Sisters from Peekskill and the Franciscan Sisters of Peace will be 
our honored guests.  All proceeds, as well as additional donations received, are for the benefit of 
the Sisters, the annual cost of hosting the website and LCAA administrative costs (postage, PO 
Box, etc.)  If you are unable to attend this year’s luncheon, we, once again, hope that you might 
consider a donation to the Sisters.  The fundraising mission of this Association is to give back to 
the Sisters, who gave to us in ways untold and to foster alumnae fellowship.  The Sisters are 
always so appreciative of our gifts. 
We wish you all good health, safety, and God’s blessings throughout this year. 
 

For further information, please go to the Ladycliff website at:  
https://www.ladycliffcollege.org.  

Our Spiritual Legacy – “Catching the Treasure”
Sister Pat McDermott, FSP

It was the weekend of February 11-12, 2023.  The film 
crew was set, the Sisters who were our “story catchers” 
and facilitators had gathered, a sacred space was formed, 
and the filming was ready to begin.  It was time to record 
our Spiritual Legacy.

At our Chapter of Mats in June 2022, the Spiritual 
Legacy Team presented a process to catch the Spiritual 
Legacy of our Franciscan Sisters of Peace congregation.  
Those at the Chapter responded positively and twenty-one 
Franciscan Sisters of Peace were willing to participate as 

a “story catcher” and/or facilitator for 
the process that was developed.

Story catching is the modus operandi 
behind our Spiritual Legacy model.  It is 

a sacred exchange of story sharing and 
deep listening.  We remember our personal 

stories that opened us to grace and have 
formed our communal story and soul.  Story 
circles, a simple sharing in a contemplative 
atmosphere, allows each participant to share 
and receive stories that have stayed in 
her mind and heart.  Each story catching 
circle consisted of facilitators and six to 
nine participants.  A prayerful pause and 

opening song set the tone of deep listening and receiving 
each Sister’s story.  A story of Francis relating to the 
theme followed.  There was a quiet pause after each story 
followed by a time of contemplative dialog.  The sessions 
concluded with the Sisters’ reflections on the experience.  
An expression of gratitude ended the session.

Each day had two sessions of two hours each.  On the 
first day we filmed the introduction which explained how the 
process was designed: our understanding and assumptions 
about spiritual legacy, our Franciscan underpinnings as 
understood through the Testament of St. Francis and our 
Franciscan values, and the use of story circles and our 
story catching process.  Our second session focused on Call/
Founding.  On the second day we filmed our session on 
Mission/Ministry and our Values Moving Forward session.

Our Spiritual Legacy is primarily the occasions of grace in 
the collective and personal encounters that make up the life 
of the congregation.  Each sister is a valued and important 
part of a life lived according to our charism, mission and 
our Franciscan lifestyle.

It is difficult to capture in words the energy, enthusiasm, 
wonder, grace, and experience of this weekend together.  As 
Warner Wolf, the TV sports broadcaster would say, “Let’s 
go to the videotape!”
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Peacemaking Through Common Values

Sister Rose Marie Broadbent, FSP
Formerly: (Sister Mary John)

John and Mary Broadbent had five 
children: John, Mary, George, Rose Marie 
and Thomas. Rosie was born on July 13, 
1935 and raised in a Franciscan parish, 
(St. Bonaventure’s, Paterson, NJ).  Mr. 
Broadbent always said, “No one says 
Mass like a Franciscan.”

Sister had the Franciscan Sisters in 
school and loved them.  She knew from 
the third grade that she wanted to be a 
Sister.  When she told her parents, both 
of them said, “We’re not a bit surprised.”  They encouraged 
her and considered her vocation a gift to the family.

Sister entered the Franciscan Sisters in September 1953. 
She was professed in 1955 and took the name Sister Mary 
John after her parents. She studied at Ladycliff College, 
Pius X School of Liturgical Music at Manhattanville College 
Purchase, NY and obtained a BA in Music.

Sister was both a teacher and a Group Mother at St. 
Joseph’s School, Peekskill, NY.  She later taught at St. 
Veronica’s School, NYC, Assumption, Peekskill, NY Sacred 
Heart, Highland Falls, NY, St. Anthony’s Butler, NJ and 
she was a reading teacher as well as Music Director at St. 
Columbanus, NY.  Her parents were involved in many musical 
happenings when she was growing up and all the children 
inherited their parents’ love of music.  This was a very 
musical family. But Rosie was the only one who pursued 
it to develop in her career.  She did not ask to study music 
– she “always left it up to the Superior.”  The Provincial at 
that time, Mother Roberta, was the one who encouraged 
her to pursue her musical talents.  As a result, Sister was 
very generous in sharing her musical gift at Weddings, 
Funerals, Sacraments, Sunday Liturgies and wherever there 
was a need. Due to failing health, Sister moved to Marian 
Woods in 2019 and then to Cabrini Nursing Home in 2022.

Sister Rose Marie considers everything – her vocation 
and her musical talents – as a gift of God that came through 
her parents.  Sister will be celebrating her 70th anniversary 
as a Franciscan Sister on September 8, 2023. “I hear the 
music ringing.  It sounds an echo in my soul.  How can I 
keep from singing?”  Keep on singing, Rosie.

St. Cabrini of Westchester
When Mother Cabrini purchased a parcel of land in Dobbs Ferry in 1914, to provide a healthy environment for orphans 

entrusted to her care, she never could have imagined that over 100 years later her initial intent would be completely different.  
But as God’s grace willed, the property thrived, and then flourished from an orphanage, to Sacred Heart Academy.  It then 
became an extended Care Facility for elders, which emerged in 1973, for long term care and rehabilitation.  While times have 
changed and needs have changed the spirit of Mother Cabrini lives on in Dobbs Ferry, NY!  Today, the Franciscan Sisters 
of Peace, have 6 Sisters as residents at Cabrini Nursing Home.  These Sisters feel blessed now that they have more time in 
their lives for spiritual reflection and prayer.  When able, they attend Mass every day and build relationships that connect 
them in meaningful ways that bring themselves and others peace and joy.  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. (Matt: 5:3-10)

Sister Rose Marie 
Broadbent, FSP

Sister Mary Daniel 
Bauer, FSP

Sister Mary Daniel Bauer, FSP
Anne Bauer was born in New York City 

on March 9, 1933 to Katherine and Henry 
Bauer.  She was the 3rd child after two 
brothers followed by her younger sister 
Betty.  

Sister became familiar with the 
Franciscan Sisters at a young age. Later she 
attended the Assisium Business School.  It 
was there that she met Sister Rose Francis, 
her future religious sponsor, who played a 
very important role in her life; along with 
St. Jude, who Sister feels is very powerful 
and always answers her prayers.

Sister attended Ladycliff College, Highland Falls, NY and 
attained a B.A. in History.

From 1953-1972 Sister taught in various schools in NJ – PA 
and NY.  In 1972 Sister later became the Bursar at Ladycliff 
College. From 1974-80 Sister was the secretary to the President 
and to the Dean of Academic Affairs in Ladycliff College. 
The college closed after the last graduating class of 1980. In 
1981-1988 Sister was secretary to the Executive Director of 
Development in the Archdiocese of New York.  During 1981-2015 
Sister Mary Daniel held outstanding positions in the Archdiocesan 
Metropolitan Tribunal as Administrative Secretary, Assistant to 
Judges, Office Manager and Administrative Coordinator.

In 2015 Sister retired and in June of 2016 she moved to 
Marian Woods. There she made many friends because she was 
always ready to help someone else. Due to failing health Sister 
moved to Cabrini Nursing Home in 2022. There she has made 
new friends again and is loved by both staff and residents.

Sister loves to watch sports, listen to music and to this day 
loves dancing.  She is an avid Yankee Fan!  Except when they 
don’t win!  She has a ready smile, quiet laugh and many friends 
that stretch back to her teaching days.

Sister loves her roots in New York City, which helped her make 
many connections in her work and living situations.  She knew 
every bus and train route there was to know.  Plus, she was an 
avid walker to get to certain places.  Some of us thought that 
when she retired to Marian Woods, she would be singing “I left 
my heart – in New York City!”

It was a big adjustment for her when she moved in 2016 to 
what seemed like the country at our Marian Woods retirement 
community with its beautiful green grass and full trees.  But 
with her personality she adjusted very quickly. In 2022, due 
to health reasons, Sister Mary Daniel has moved to Cabrini 
Nursing Home where she continues to mingle with others and 
share her gift of peace.



Consider Yourself Precious – God Does! 5

Peacemaking Through Common Values
Sister Ann Smith 

Formerly: Sister Louis Mary
Sister Ann Smith was the last 

child and the only girl out of five 
children born to Mary Margaret and 
Louis Smith.  Sister was born on 
November 20, 1931 in Pequannock, 
NJ.

Sister recalls her family, including 
cousins, in Brooklyn and New Jersey 
to be very religious as she was 
growing up. The family prayed 
together regularly, especially during 
the war.  Her father would have loved for one of his 
sons to become a Priest.  Both parents were very pleased 
with Sister Ann’s decision to enter Religious life.  

Her parents and her brothers idolized her because 
she was a girl.  However, Sr. Ann shared with me that 
she does recall her mother having to say: “Your worse 
than all the boys put together” when she did something 
wrong. Her father was a tease and when she was in 
the Novitiate, on visiting days, he enjoyed teasing 
the other sisters.  Her brothers all married and raised 
lovely families.

Her father was quite passionate about gardening 
and his talents were handed down to his daughter, 
Ann.  Sister could put her hand to any seed or plant 
and it would blossom beautifully.  Much beauty and 
pleasure were enjoyed by others because of Sister’s 
gift of gardening.

Sister Ann attended Butler, High School. She then 
entered the Franciscan Sisters on September 8, 1951. 
She later attended Ladycliff College, Highland Falls and 
Iona College, New Rochelle, NY. 

Sister taught in various schools in NJ, NY and 
Philadelphia from 1953-1960.  From 1960-64 Sister 
did missionary work in Bolivia.  From 1964-1981she 
held the following positions: Mistress of Novices, 
Coordinator at Mt. St. Francis, Peekskill, NY followed 
by Provincial Superior.  Sister was part of the SHARE 
program in Martin DePorres Village, Patterson, NJ. From 
1984-1990 Sister volunteered her service at St. Mary’s 
Parish, Americus Georgia. She was administrator at 
Sacred Heart Convent, Yonkers, NY from 1991-1998. 
From 1998-2011 Sister was Liaison with the senior 
sisters at Marian Woods. Sister remained at Marian 
Woods from 2011-2022. Due to failing health it became 
necessary for her to move to Cabrini Nursing Home 
in Dobbs Ferry, NY.  Prior to moving to Cabrini, Sister 
Ann was known to be a compassionate listener, giving 
advice with wisdom and realism and being attentive 
to all those she encountered.  To this day, Sister still 
carries with her a special prayer book entitled: Imitation 
of Christ.  Knowing Ann as we do, she certainly is 
imitating Christ to the best of her ability!

Sister Ann Smith

Sister Georgeanne Farrell, FSP
Marie Farrell was the last of six children, 

George, Buddy, Vincent, Vivian Anne and Marie 
born to Anne and George Farrell. She was born 
in New York City on August 14, 1930. 

Marie attended St. Joseph’s Branch of 
Cathedral High School where she became 
familiar with the Franciscan Sisters.  She found 
these sisters to be fun-loving and very peaceful. 
To Marie, Sister Antonine was a special person 
in her life and she cannot mention her without 
remembering her wonderful years at St. 
Joseph’s Branch of Cathedral High School.   Sister Miriam Francis 
was also a very dear and faithful friend to Sister Georgeanne.

After graduating, Marie entered the Franciscan Sisters in 
Peekskill, NY.  Sister was professed in 1952 and received the name 
Sister Georgeanne.  She attended Fordham University, NY where 
she attained a BS in Education and an MS Ed., in Psychology 
and Guidance. 

In 1952 Sister began her teaching career in various elementary 
schools: Guardian School, Peekskill, NY, OL Queen of Martyrs, 
NYC, St. Joseph’s, Waverly Place, NY; Assisium Business School, 
NYC.  From 1969 through 1994 Sister held various positions in 
Ladycliff College, Iona College, Congregation Center, Haverstraw, 
NY, Sacred Heart Convent, Yonkers, NY, St. John’ Mission Office, 
NYC, St. Joseph’s Parish, Yonkers, NY as Nursing Home Minister. 
In 1997 Sister retired.  Due to failing health in 2008 Sister moved 
to St. Cabrini Nursing Home.

Sister was very gifted in writing poetry. Although she has slowed 
down, on occasion, Sister continues to use her gift of writing poetry 
and decorating her room and bulletin board.  As a special gift to 
her community, Sister had all her poems combined into a booklet 
and gave each member of her community her individual copy.

Sr. Georgeanne always loved a fun time and she loved to see 
others having fun.  In her earlier days, one could hear her singing 
Petula Clarks song “Downtown.”  Sister Georgeann is blessed with 
a wonderful sense of humor along with an infectious smile and 
a contagious laugh.  

Along with poetry is her great devotion to the Blessed Mother, 
“my mother,” as she refers to her.  Another of Sister’s special 
love are butterflies. She loves what they symbolize to her: “They 
are free, colorful, and convey hope.  They are harmless and also 
convey new beginnings.”

Sister is very grateful for her community. She feels the sisters are 
special to her; fun-loving and peaceful.  She recalls many years ago 
things happened and feels we can still enjoy a laugh about them 
today.  Sister is grateful for Cabrini and the people who work there.  
Her recent words to me were gratitude and thankfulness for the 
care she was receiving at Cabrini Nursing Home.  She admitted we 
often take these things for granted, herself included.  She stressed 
that expressing thankfulness for this care was important while we 
still have time.  One of Sister Georgeanne’s humorous quotes is: 
“Don’t worry about me.  I’m fine here in this institute of higher 
gerontological study.”  Before my taking leave, Sister Georgeanne 
said to me and I quote, “Every day I look out the window and 
say, “This is the day the Lord has made!”  And it’s up to me 
to use it to the best of my ability.”  

Sister Georgeanne 
Farrell, FSP
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Sister Cele Hall, FSP
Formerly: Sister Mary Lawrence

Born to Marguerite and Lawrence Hall 
on March 31,1945, Cele Hall was the 5th 
child, four boys and two girls.

Sister grew up in the Bronx and attended 
St. Simon Stock High School, in the Bronx.

Cele entered into the Franciscan com-
munity on September 8, 1962 and as a 
professed sister took the name Sister Mary 
Lawrence as a Franciscan Sister.  After Vati-
can II, she reverted to her own Baptismal 
name.  Changing her name never changed 
her. She remains a person with an open and loving heart for 
all who come into her life.  

Sister grew up in the Bronx and frequently loved to visit 
the Bronx Zoo.  To this day, Sister can be found with numer-
ous stuffed animals in her room.  In school, Sister was taught 
by the Blauvelt Dominicans Sisters.  However, her Franciscan 
Aunt, Sister Rosaire, used to visit her home and played an 
important role in her life. 

Sister’s teaching career included teaching at St. Mary’s 
School in West New York, NJ, Sacred Heart in Highland Falls, 
NY, St. Patrick’s in Yorktown Heights, NY. Sister was also Prin-
cipal from 1971-1977 in St. Mary’s School, West New York.  
Other areas of education were: Reading Specialist, Guidance 
Counselor, Director Student Personnel Service. Sister was on 
her community council from 1987-1991 and again 2007-2011 
and 2015-2019. In 1989 Sister was a Social Worker at Hope 
House, Dover, NJ and from 2003-2018 she worked at Children’s 
Specialized Hospital, Mountainside, NJ as a Psychotherapist. 

Cele welcomes visitors with a wide smile and always treats 
everyone with kindness and compassion.  She enjoys listening 
to their stories because she feels she gets to know them better.  
She enjoys music and being interactive with people. To Cele, 
interaction is very important.  Cele feels that listening to the 
stories of other people gets you to know and understand them.  
It helps you forget about yourself.   

She enjoys talking and walking around Cabrini Nursing 
Home with other patients; helping them whenever possible.  To 
Cele, interaction is very important. She likes music because “it 
brings peace to the heart and it helps us relate to other people.” 

A great deal of Sisters’ ministry has been spent doing social 
work.  This ministry presented challenges at times but it also 
called her to share her Franciscan values as a Religious.  I quote 
Sisters’ words here: “This was a wonderful opportunity – a 
gift – for me to teach others to continue walking toward 
Jesus.”

Sister Francine Kavanagh, FSP
Alverna, and her twin sister 

Deanna, were born to Margaret and 
Frank Kavanagh on July 4, 1938 in 
Yonkers, New York. Their brother Frank 
joined them later. Sister Francine grew 
up in Hastings, NY and attended St. 
Matthew’s elementary school and then 
Hastings High School.  Sister knew 
from 5th grade on that she wanted 
to be a Sister. On September 8, 1957 
Sister entered the Franciscan Sisters 
of Peekskill, NY. 

Sister received certifications in Reading, both New 
York and New Jersey, Religious Education and Certificate 
of Honor (10 years in Catechetical Leadership). Sister 
Francine’s deep faith and gentle spirit enabled her to teach 
in various schools, grades 2 through 8, in New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania for eighteen years.  Following 
that, Sister was Principal at St. Columbanus Elementary 
School in Cortlandt Manor, NY. from 1979-1985.  After 
leaving Principalship Sister offered her services part-time 
in New Rochelle Elementary School, New Rochelle, NY, as 
Teacher & Librarian and then in Transfiguration School, 
Tarrytown, NY as a Remedial Reading Teacher. Sister later 
was the Director of Religious Education at Saint Stephen 
and Edward Parish, Warwick, NY and at St. Ann’s Parish, 
Parsippany, NJ. Sister was Activities Director at Villa St. 
Francis, Peekskill, NY.  There she found the women to be 
a beautiful example of how to live and age gracefully.

Sister was a teacher and principal whose long ministry 
was devoted to educating and guiding various ages of 
students.  Sister particularly reached out to students in 
need and to those with low self-esteem.  Her insights, her 
compassion and her sensitivity to others were outstanding 
in her ministry of education. Being stern and punishing 
was never one of the options Sister Francine used. She 
instilled spiritual values and the love of God into the 
hearts and minds of countless children in her various 
places of ministry. Sister Francine, through her love of 
music, dancing and animals, gives evidence that she is 
a very compassionate, kind, caring and joyful person 
who tries to walk in the footsteps of St. Francis. In 2016 
Sister retired to Marian Woods. There she especially 
enjoyed decorating her room for each holiday.  In 2020 
due to failing health, she later moved to Cabrini Nursing 
Home where she continues to walk in the footsteps of 
St. Francis.

Sister Cele Hall, 
FSP

Sister Francine 
Kavanagh, FSP

We Remember – In Loving Memory
 Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day; 

Unseen, unheard, but always near, they are always in our hearts, so dear.

Yolanda Catona, sister of Sister Justine Marcucci
Hugh (Bud) Gaynor, brother of Sister Connie Gaynor

Mark Gaynor, brother of Sister Connie Gaynor

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
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Director of Development
Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

Sister Clare Kelleher, FSP

April Calendar 
Winners – 2023

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR RAFFLE WINNERS – 
IN OUR EYES, EACH OF YOU IS A WINNER! 

I cannot begin to express our gratitude for your kindness and support. At this writing our Gross revenue 
from the April Calendar Raffle was $25,090 along with $4,530 in donations. After prizes and expenses, 
(printing calendars, inserts, remit envelope, postage etc.), were taken out the NET revenue was approximately 
$27,093. Many thanks to all of you who have supported and given so generously to our raffle. There will be 
a special Mass offered for each of your intentions. All of the proceeds will help to support the mission and 
ministries of our sisters, the care of our senior sisters in Marian Woods, NY and those in Cabrini Nursing 
Home, as well as operating costs and maintenance of our Congregation Center in Haverstraw, NY. 

Watch for our Fall Raffle with an early bird drawing in August!

April Calendar Winners – 2023 
April 1, 2023 Elizabeth Bray Brighton, MI $100.00 
April 2, 2023 Mary Ann Trifiletti Monument, CO $500.00 
April 3, 2023 Janet Fleck Haworth, NJ $100.00 
April 4, 2023 Laura Shea Fairfield, CT $100.00 
April 5, 2023 Ellen Hart New York, NY $100.00 
April 6, 2023 Virginia Buonviaggio Staten Island, NY $200.00 
April 7, 2023 Muriel A. DiNoia Lynbrook, NY $100.00 
April 8, 2023 Mary Ann Mastrangelo Haworth, NJ $100.00 
April 9, 2023 Elizabeth C. Bray Brighton, MI $200.00 
April 10,2023 Cathy Davis Oradell, NJ $100.00 
April 11, 2023 Margaret Gormley King Mohegan Lake, NY $100.00 
April 12, 2023 Regina Doherty West Seneca, NY $200.00 
April 13, 2023 Darlene Spong Garnerville, NY $100.00 
April 14, 2023 Shirley Maldonado Sarasota, Fl. $100.00 
April 15, 2023 Kelly Joyce Winnetka, IL $100.00 
April 16, 2023  Sister Carolyn Glynn St. Mary of the Woods, IN $500.00 
April 17, 2023 Diane Brinkman Bronxville, NY $100.00 
April 18, 2023 Mary Kristensen Mahopac, NY $100.00 
April 19, 2023 Sharon Jureller Haworth, NJ $100.00 
April 20, 2023 Dottie Gilman Garrison, NY $200.00 
April 21, 2023 Theresa Doyle Twp. Washington, NJ $100.00 
April 22, 2023 Linda Tavaszi Pinole, CA $100.00 
April 23, 2023 Margaret Gormley King Mohegan, Lk., NY $200.00 
April 24, 2023 Alice Witt Seaford, NY $100.00 
April 25, 2023 Monica Burress Verplanck, NY $100.00 
April 26, 2023 Richard Bianchi Naples, FL $100.00 
April 27, 2023 Carol Comiskey Wilton, CT. $200.00 
April 28, 2023 Karin Giuntini Plainfield, NJ $100.00 
April 29, 2003 Joanne Barksdale Wood-Ridge, NJ $100.00 
April 30, 2023 Nancy Visocki Dumont, NJ $200.00 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR RAFFLE WINNERS – IN OUR EYES, EACH OF YOU IS A 
WINNER!  I cannot begin to express our gratitude for your kindness and support.  At this writing our 
Gross revenue from the April Calendar Raffle was $25,090 along with $4,530 in donations.  After 
prizes and expenses, (printing calendars, inserts, remit envelope, postage etc.), were taken out the 
NET revenue was approximately $27,093.  Many thanks to all of you who have supported and given 
so generously to our raffle.  There will be a special Mass offered for each of your intentions.  All of the 
proceeds will help to support the mission and ministries of our sisters, the care of our senior sisters in 
Marian Woods, NY and those in Cabrini Nursing Home, as well as operating costs and maintenance 
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is a newsletter published by the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace 

20 Ridge Street, 
Haverstraw, NY 10927-1198
Tel: (845) 942-2527 x207 

Fax: (845) 429-8141
Website: www.fspnet.org 

E-mail: dirdev@fspnet.org

The Sisters of St. Francis of Peace do not sell 
or share any names, addresses, or other

information with anyone else.

A beautiful way to help the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace 
and reach out to those you love

We invite you to use our Prayer Enrollment Cards. Thank you for your use of our special 
occasion prayers cards: get well, deceased, and special intentions. We thank you for 
your donations to the congregation particularly for our sick and retired sisters. All are 
appreciated.

Prayer Enrollments

20 Ridge Street
Haverstraw, N.Y. 10927

845-942-2527
www.fspnet.org
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Prayer for Hope
I pray today for

Hope
that I will never give up.

I pray today for

Strength
even though I may be in despair.

I pray today for

Peace
to accept the things I cannot change.

Thinking of you every day 

and saying a special prayer

that God will bless you

with many graces.

You will be remembered in the daily prayers of the

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace.

A donation has been made in your name to the 

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

to enable them to continue their

mission of peacemaking in today’s world.

DECEASEDSPECIAL INTENTIONGET WELL

INSIDE INSIDE INSIDE

A donation has been made in your name to the

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

to enable them to continue their mission 

of peacemaking in today’s world.

Know that you are surrounded 

by the abundant love of our 

Heavenly Father and the caring prayers 

of your many friends, especially 

the Franciscan Sisters of Peace.

BE REMEMBERED FOREVER…
By naming the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace in your Will.

For further information, contact:

Director of Development
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

20 Ridge St., Haverstraw, NY 10927
(845) 942-2527, Ext. 207

The Sisters thank you for your continued support of their 
ministries.  

Please indicate on the enclosed envelope if you will name 
the Sisters of St. Francis of Peace in your will or already have 
named them in your will.

A donation has been made in your name to the

Sisters of St. Francis of Peace

to enable them to continue their mission 

of peacemaking in today’s world.

Know that you are surrounded 

by the abundant love of our 

Heavenly Father and the caring prayers 

of your many friends, especially 

the Franciscan Sisters of Peace.


