
Sacred Heart / Whitemarsh Cemetery Committee
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2023 Summary
• Cleared most of ~7.5 acres of thick vegetation on steep terrain to allow archeological fieldwork

• Filled 21 commercial dumpsters w/logs, brush, briars, etc. (that’s a lot!)

• Performed over 2000 volunteer hours on site at the cemetery/hillside

• Multi-source research to double our list of known burials to well over 2,100 (and counting)

• Archeological work which identified several hundred potential burial markers in the woods/hillside 

that were previously hidden

• Conducted extensive research on the property and people of White Marsh / Sacred Heart

• Hosted and conducted multiple outreach events to raise awareness 

• Started an environmental /erosion survey to assess & ensure preservation and mitigation…initial measures

• Organized and created processes to support these and related functions

• Collaboration between parish, descendants, diocese, Catholic University, Jesuits

• Creation of White Marsh Historical Society



Archeology—Cemetery Mapping - January 2024

● Completed mapping 900+ definite grave markers. Includes:
○ All inscribed gravestones
○ Modern graves at top of hill
○ Iron crosses
○ Corner markers

● Finished mapping, measuring, and evaluating potential grave markers west of the 
ravine. Includes:
○ All non-inscribed stones (fieldstones)
○ Evaluating likelihood that stones were grave markers
○ Initial data checking and cleanup



















Cemetery Mapping - January 2024
● Remaining field tasks

○ Map, measure, and evaluate potential grave markers east of the ravine. Estimate 
~200, majority near ravine and at northeastern top of hill.

○ Map ~25 potential grave markers near the parking lot
○ Collect data from ~12 potential grave markers
○ Map datum points for engineering team to line up grids

● Analysis
○ Develop database design(s)
○ Data cleanup
○ Analysis and Reporting (including Prince George’s County and Maryland 

Historical Trust)
○ Making data accessible



What would you like to know about the cemetery?

This influences our database design. For example:

● Which areas of the hillside most likely contain burials (as opposed to natural stone 
outcroppings)?

● What is the relationship between burial time period and place of burial?
● Were certain parts of the cemetery used, then re-used at a later period of time?
● Where can we identify burial clusters associated with family and/or race?
● Who, that was buried in the cemetery, had been enslaved?

Share your questions: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12U5LS4PvnfH95JDgrEHJITh5M5oDxC5GNnoI3l7
Lzkg/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12U5LS4PvnfH95JDgrEHJITh5M5oDxC5GNnoI3l7Lzkg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12U5LS4PvnfH95JDgrEHJITh5M5oDxC5GNnoI3l7Lzkg/edit?usp=sharing


Research
• Version 1.0 of the burial list has been completed: 2,157 identified burials, 42% have known 

locations 750+ are known/likely to be African-American

• Reviewing & cross-checking data…new finds

• This is a "living resource" to refine and expand over time; still soliciting info/data from 
descendants, other researchers, etc., some next-stage research that could yield more names

• Next:  structure/format of public-facing resource—review, approval, technical solution

• Integration of archeological and research data

• Working on relationship with Catholic Cemeteries; ultimately need to reconcile our data, 
lists, on-line presence, etc. with them

• Productive meeting on Jan 17th with several descendants and WMHS/Kevin Porter

• Begin developing individual and family biographical profiles to augment the burial list



White Marsh Historical Society



Preservation



Vision / Design



Cleaning / Clearing



Finances
•MHT Grant

•Recent expenses

•Budget build

Cemetery preservation

Environmental/erosion assessment & mitigation



EST 2023





Remembering the Past – Redirecting the Future – Reconstructing Our History

The White Marsh Historical Society (WMHS) is an independent, 501(c)(3) non-
profit research organization, dedicated to researching and memorializing the 
African Americans that either lived, labored, died or were buried at the Jesuit-
operated White Marsh plantation in Prince George's County, Maryland.

Our Mission



▪ History Program
▪ Genealogy Program
▪ Jesuit Enslaved Community Project
▪ Oral History Project
▪ Education and Community Outreach

Programs and Future Projects

Remembering the Past – Redirecting the Future – Reconstructing Our History
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Some Known Family Networks
Jesuit Enslaved Community
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Some Known Family Networks
Black Catholic Families
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Visit

www.whitemarsh.org

Or Email Us

info@whitemarsh.org

Join Us!

Remembering the Past – Redirecting the Future – Reconstructing Our History

http://www.whitemarsh.org/
mailto:info@whitemarsh.org
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