
  

 

St. Ann Church 

Website: www.stannparish.com 

 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers 
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri 

 

Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.O., Pastor 

Parish Of ice Staff 
 

Business Administrator 
,    Social Ministry, Of ice Support 

,    Plant Manager 
  Dir. of Liturgy & Sacred Music

Administrative Assistant 
Dir. of Religious Education

Community of Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini 
 

Superior 
,               Pastoral Associate 

Dir. of Religious Education 

Daily Masses 
 

Mon. 8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine    7 pm St. Ann  
Tue.    7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine   7 pm Holy Trinity  
Wed.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Thu.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Fri.    8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine 7 pm Holy Trinity 
First Fridays  7pm St. Ann 
Sat.  9 am St. Ann  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday,  after the 9am Mass,  St. Ann 
Saturday,  3-3:30pm,  St. Joseph 
Wednesday,  11-12noon,  Holy Trinity 
Wednesday,  7-8pm,  St. Ann 
 

—or by appointment— 

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule 
 

Sat.:  4 pm  St. Ann Church  
  4 pm  St. Joseph Church 
              5 pm  Holy Trinity (LS) 
Sun.: 7:30 am St. Ann Church 
    8:00 am Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
  8:30 am Holy Trinity  
  9 am   St. Joseph Church 
 10 am St. Ann Church 
              10am  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Latin EF)  
              10:30am Holy Trinity 
 12 pm St. Ann Church 
              12 pm  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
             5 pm  St. Ann Church 

St. Ann, our Parish Patroness, pray for us! 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 6, 2020 

REMINDER: PRECAUTIONS FOR 
MASS ATTENDANCE 

We hope that everyone who wants to return to church for Mass 
can be comfortable doing so without feeling overcrowded, espe-
cially now that the full Mass schedule is being restored. Please 
wear your mask so that it covers both your mouth and your 
nose. The tabs of blue tape on the pews are 2 feet apar t. If you 
are not sitting with members of your same household, you are 
supposed to sit apart a distance of 6 feet. The blue tabs are sup-
posed to assist you to measure the distance from wherever anoth-
er person may be sitting. Hand sanitizer is available at the doors 
ways of the church. 
Reception of Holy Communion is now at the normal place within 
the Mass. Distribution is to half of the community at a time to 
avoid crowding in the center aisle. Please maintain your distance 
from others. After Communion and the Final Blessing, please 
take care to leave the church while maintaining your distance 
from others. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 

SOLEMNITY OF  
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Mass Schedule: 

Monday Vigil, 7pm 
Tuesday, 7am and 7pm 
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Reflection on the Sunday Lectionary Readings 
IS 40:1-5, 9-11; PS 85:9-14; 2 PT 3:8-14; MK 1:1-8 
 

Today’s readings on this Second Sunday of Advent can be 
summed up as equal parts comfort and warning for the Chris-

an steward. We serve a merciful and pa ent God — in His 
kindness, He warns us that we will be called to make an ac-
count one day for the way in which we made use of the gi s 
He has given us.  
The most precious gi  He has given us is His own Son, Whose 
birth we are preparing to celebrate. 
Our First Reading from Isaiah is filled with messages and im-
ages of the Father’s tender love for us. “Comfort, give comfort 
to my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and proclaim to her that her service is at an end.” In other 
words, Israel’s me of exile and cap vity is over and freedom 
is coming. Our freedom from the cap vity of sin has come as 
well, through the saving power of Jesus.  
In this passage we also read this descrip on of the Father. 
“Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers the 
lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes with 
care.” What tender love He has for us. And it is out of this 
love that we are told to “prepare the way of the Lord. Make 
straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!” 
St. Peter reiterates the loving kindness of the Father in our 
Second Reading today. He says that God “is pa ent with you, 
not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance.” Yet, in the same passage we receive this warn-
ing: “The Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a mighty roar... and the earth and everything 
on it will be found out.” 
How are we to assimilate these two truths — the merciful 
love of God and the responsibility that comes with the privi-
lege of living as His disciple? St. Peter tells us we should con-
duct ourselves “in holiness and devo on” and that we should 
be “eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at 
peace.” Indeed, this is the goal of our Advent “reset” — to 
return to (or intensify) living lives focused on Christ, in gra -
tude for all He has done for us.  
Our Gospel passage from Mark takes up the cry of Isaiah from 
the First Reading, this me through the prophet John the Bap-

st. John instructs us just as Isaiah did to “prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight his paths.” In prac cal terms, this 
means that we Chris an stewards must make good use of the 
gi  of me we have been given this Advent season. Let’s be 
sure to get to Confession, priori ze a daily reading the of 
Scriptures, and reach out to someone in need with a word of 
comfort or an act of service.  
In this way, we will honor both the mercy and jus ce of our 
God, and we will be prepared to celebrate the birth of Christ 
and give account for all His gi s to us.  
— Stewardship Reflec ons by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

SANCTIFY  
DECEMBER MEETING 

Sunday, December 6, 2020,  
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Location: St. Ann Church, Raritan 
Are you interested in taking your relationship with God and 
your daily vocation to a new level? Consider joining Sanctify! 

Sanctify is a Catholic community focused on young families, mar-
ried couples, and singles dedicated to cultivating holy friend-
ships that support each member to fulfill his or her particular 
vocation.   

We seek to explore and witness to the truth, 
beauty, and goodness of our Catholic faith 
through the Sacraments, prayer, formation, 
and fellowship while we pursue sainthood in 
our daily lives. 
 

Join us for our virtual meeting on this Sunday, December 6 
following the noon Mass. We will meet for formation, fellow-
ship, and Eucharistic Adoration after Mass. 

Please RSVP to the event on our Facebook page so we know 
how many people to expect. 

Find us on Facebook with the username 
@SanctifySaintsInTheWorld or go directly to  

https://www.facebook.com/SanctifySaintsInTheWorld 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 6, 2020 
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Last year’s consecra on of the Diocese of Metuchen to Jesus through Our Lady of Guadalupe marked a spiritual milestone 
in the history of our Diocese. The celebra on, which had been more than two years in the making, concluded with Bishop 
Checchio standing before a banner of Our Lady of Guadalupe and issuing the invita on to respond to graces of this mo-
ment. The bishop was clear “This is a beginning, not the end.”  
While this past year presented challenges for the intended follow up “next step” project, even s ll Mary accompanies us in 
the “valleys” of life as much as the mountaintop experiences. We have much to be grateful for Our Lady’s favor and bless-
ings this past year and with confidence we need to look forward to the future with hope.  
With this in mind, the Bishop is invi ng the faithful of our Diocese to virtually join him in praying the rosary and in praying 
together for a renewal of our consecra on on December 11th at 5:00 PM. The event will be livestreamed using our dioc-
esan social media pla orms and will also 
be available on our evangeliza on web-
site: www.ligh ngheartsonfire.org.  
The prayer service is one of the many ac-

vi es that will take place throughout the 
week of Dec. 6th – 13th to honor the one-
year anniversary of the consecra on of 
our local Church. The full schedule of ac-

vi es is available on: 
www.ligh ngheartsonfire.org.  
In addi on to the diocesan ac vi es, we 
ask you to lead your people to recite the 
a ached renewal prayer at the end of 
every Mass the weekend of December 
12th & 13th. In this way our people may 
all benefit by the spiritual refreshment 
that comes from entrus ng our lives to 
the Mother of God.  
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APPEAL — NEW CHURCH VIDEO SYSTEM 
Why doesn’t St. Ann’s still livestream Masses for home viewing online? 

Advent graces and blessings to all of you! 
There have been some requests that St. Ann’s returns to the practice of livestream video for Masses. We were provid-
ing this online service during strict shutdown, before it was permitted to open the church for public use.  With re-
strictions and precautions, we have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Now we only livestream one Sunday Mass 
in each language, English, Spanish and Latin.  The English Mass is transmitted from Holy Trinity Church on Saturdays at 
the 5pm vigil.  
Understandably, parishioners want to stay connected to their parish and see their church and their community when 
participating in virtual Mass.  Although the church is now open for Masses, understandably many parishioners are not 
comfortable being in public places or need to be more cautious due to existing health conditions.  When anyone does 
not feel well, they ought to remain at home.  For these reasons, livestreamed Mass provides an important service.  
The coming of Christmas presents another reason for having the capability to transmit Mass online. We have a limited 
church capacity due to the COVID-19 restrictions. The limit for our church is about 75 people; this past month we aver-
aged about 63. Without knowing how many people will be coming out for Christmas Mass, it is safe to anticipate be-
coming over capacity. I want to be able to offer an alternate space where the overflow of people may still attend Mass 
and receive Holy Communion.  The church hall is insufficiently small and cannot accommodate very many people while 
maintaining a social distance of six feet.  I hope to offer the school cafeteria as our overflow space.  It is already 
equipped with a large screen and a projector.  Flexible seating is possible. 
However, the challenge is that we are not equipped right now to video and transmit Mass from St. Ann Church. The 
existing equipment is obsolete and not functional for our purposes.  When we did livestream during the shutdown we 
did not use St. Ann’s equipment. We used other personal equipment that had to be set up in one place and then disas-
sembled and carried to the next worship space to be set up, the Shrine or Holy Trinity.  That operation became imprac-
tical once all our parishes returned to their regular Mass schedules.  
I would like, if possible, to have a functional system, video and related equipment, in place at St. Ann’s so that it could 
be available whenever needed – for the homebound and sick, for overflow spaces, as a future service to families who 
have members who are unable to attend significant events like weddings or funerals.  Most immediately, we need it up 
and running before Christmas. 
I am hoping that you will want to support this endeavor. The new livestreaming video camera, controller and switch 
components, along with other cables and adapters will cost about $2,000. I am appealing once again to your generosi-
ty and good will. If you can make an extra contribution for this specific purpose, please provide a separate envelope or 
make a note on your check: “VIDEO SYSTEM”. 
I and other homebound members of your parish family will be 
grateful, as well as those joining us at St. Ann’s to celebrate  
Christmas. God bless you and keep you safe and healthy.   
Peace!   Fr. Tom 

p

Dear St. Ann Parishioners, 
The last couple of months many of you have received a letter from me intended to promote Our Parish Recovery and Re-Engagement 
Program. This crisis outreach process is wrapping up now and I want to share with you about its success.  Of the 683 letters initially sent, 
we received over 133 responses. We are grateful for you participation and welcome more responses from others. 54 households indicat-
ed they would increase their weekly contribution by an average of 36%, representing a $400 increase in weekly parish support. The other 
80 respondents renewed their current level of giving. Your commitment is appreciated. While there is still plenty of work to be done to 
meet our fiscal and ministerial needs, the projected increase in the collection helps us address our financial challenges so that we can 
continue the mission of our parish and our faith. 
This project has also helped us to enhance our future communication efforts by capturing email addresses, praying for your intentions 
that you submitted and increasing our online giving participation.  
Because of the pandemic it has been difficult and challenging to be present with one another as we normally would. There have been 
many of us who have or know of someone who has fallen ill to COVID-19. Then in some unfortunate cases we may have had friends or 
family pass because of the pandemic. May they have eternal peace and our trust in God not waver. Because of your dedication and gen-
erosity our parish will continue to be a source of hope, care and meaning to our community and beyond.  
You continue to inspire me and I pray that you continue to inspire one another as a community. The good we have accomplished as a 
parish through this program is one step in an ongoing recovery effort for St. Ann parish. I thank all of those families and individuals who 
participated in this important effort and pray we will continue to accomplish great things by putting our faith in to action.  
My prayers, as we prepare together to renew our acceptance of the Gift, the Advent of Christ.          Fr. Tom 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 6, 2020 
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The Knights of Columbus  
Christmas  

Wreath Sale  
this weekend, 
December 5/6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Memorial  

Christmas Tree 
Lighting  
Saturday,  

December 12 
after the 4 pm Mass 

ST. ANN’s SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to all who have taken a tag from our annual Christ-
mas Giving Tree. It looks a li le different this year due to 
Covid. There are a couple of ways to par cipate in this very 
special ministry that will add to the joy of Christmas for some 
needy families.  

Tags may be taken from a ribbon that will be around the 
parish tree of life mural.  
The second way to par cipate is by use of a form that will 
be made available online, on the parish website, and in 
the church. The gi s should be returned no later than the 
weekend of December 13th. Please bring gi s to the 
church basement and place them in the labeled bins/ 
bags. The gi s should have a tag and/or printed copy of 
the completed form a ached. Please do not wrap the 
gi . Contact Chris ne at 908-725-1008, press#1 and then 
#6 and leave a message if you have ques ons. Thank you 
for your con nued support and generous hearts. 

Parishioner Financial Support 

Contributions from November 22 

Total for Parish Operation    $9,802 

Contribution from November 29 

Total for Parish Operation    $7,607 

Thank you to all who have supported our Christmas Tree Fundraiser 

CHRISTMAS at St. Ann’s this Year 
 

As was mentioned on the previous page, the pandemic situation further complicates our ability to minister to everyone on 
Christmas. There is a possibility that not everyone will be able to attend Mass due to the capacity restrictions in the church.  
We hope to have additional space in the school cafeteria for overflow from the church. The same mask and social distance 
requirements will need to be followed. The plan is to livestream the Mass to the cafeteria where there is a large screen and 
projector for viewing. For those at home, the Mass will also be livestreamed online as before using our website links and 
YouTube. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
December 24 Vigil Mass at 4pm 

Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day Mass at 7:30am, 10am and 12 noon   

(please note that there will not be a 5pm Mass on Christmas Day) 
 

Additional usher assistance will be needed at all Masses, some for the school cafeteria.  Please call the parish office and volunteer. 
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DDo not conform yourselves to this age but  
be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  
that you may discern what is the will of God,  

what is good and pleasing and perfect.   
(Romans 12:1) 

Pray for those who are Sick in our Community 

Mass Intentions 

Sunday, December 6 

Monday, December 7

 

Tuesday,  December 8, Solumnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Wednesday,  December 9 

Thursday,  December 10 

Friday, December 11

Saturday,  December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Sunday, December 13, Third Sunday of Advent 

Pray for those in the Military 

LtCol Michael A. De Cicco; U.S. Army 
Victor Dulay, Jr; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC  Brendan Hughs; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Gavin John; U.S. Marine Corps 
LCpl Matthew John; U.S. Marine Corps 
CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr. 
LCpl Sean Maj; U.S. Marine Corps 
Maj Michael Morella; U.S. Army 
Sgt Dan Neville; U.S. Marine Corps 
A1C Anthony John O’Connor; U,S. Air 
Force 

Zack Orecchio; U.S. Navy 
Pvt Tayla Rasmusson; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Daniel J. Salvo; U.S. Marine Corps 
Cpl Jonathan Schultes; U.S. Marine Corps 
LtCol Louis P. Simon; U.S. Marine Corps  
PFC Jerome C. Sunga; U.S. Army 
Jack Vara; U.S. Marine Corps  
Cpl Daniel Viscariello; U.S. Marine Corps 
Sgt Janet Wyka; U.S. Army 
Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti; U.S. Air Force 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 6, 2020 

This Week’s Daily Mass Readings 

Sunday 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Weekly Candle, Lamp and Flower Intentions 

              Altar Candle #1 for Immacolata Suriano  

 

                                Altar Candle #2 for  
           Salvatore Natale and Alexander Wiecenski 

          Tabernacle Lamp for Jennifer Tozzi

             St. Joseph Lamp for Angelo Bavaro

         Blessed Mother Lamp for Paul Crandall

        Altar Flowers for Mary Stein 



NEED A LAWYER? INJURED ON THE JOB?
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation 
Social Security Disability
 CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 

(973) 326-8902

Certified By the 
Supreme Court of 
New JerSey AS A 

workerS’ CompeNSAtioN 
LAw AttorNey

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit

https://amzn.to/322DlqT

www.BrightStarCare.com/somerset
Independently Owned and Operated

908.333.9633

HOME CARE |  MEDICAL STAFFING
A Higher Standard

732-469-3889
Fax: 732-469-3696
398 Lincoln Blvd.

Middlesex, NJ 08846

Refrigeration
Heating

Sheet Metal
Sales & Service

victorsairconditioning.com

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside

DOUGLAS M. MASI
DMD, MAGD

THE DIOCESE 
OF METUCHEN
Catholic Cemeteries

For Your Peace of Mind & Information:  
800-943-8400 

DioMetuchen.org/Cemeteries

 Holy Cross Cemetery
 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
 Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
  Crematorium On Site

 Resurrection Cemetery
 Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Scan For More Info

God 
Bless

America 

PROTECT YOUR WORLD
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Walter Erhardt
908-782-7760
werhardt@allstate.com

64 East Somerset St. 
Raritan

DAWN PIERANUNZI
DMD

908-725-1525



TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU

Helping  
Veterans and Pets  

Create New Beginnings  
Together

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside

IDEAL
AUTO
BODY

COLLISION 
EXPERTS

PROMPT QUALITY SERVICE

35 Old York Road
Bridgewater

725-5900

Counseling &  
Therapy Services

Dr. Barbara Ronca, LCSW
JANUS Bereavement Group

2nd Tuesday Monthly

Bridgewater Office
Raritan Office

908-218-9062

FAMILY  
DENTISTRY

of Bridgewater

908-526-3030
LAWNDOCTOR.COM

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

FREE ASSESSMENT
FREE 2 HOUR SERVICE W/AGREEMENT
908-575-7980 | 908-507-1129
1124 ROUTE 202, SUITE A5, RARITAN, NJ 08869

JOSEPH R. MELE, DDS, CNC 
215 Union Ave., Suite D 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

We cater to apprehensive adults and children 
in a warm and caring environment. Come in  

for a complimentary meet & greet or visit
our website for further information. 

908-526-2266

BONGIOVI
FUNERAL HOME

416 Bell Avenue (P.O. BOx #1) • RARitAn, nJ 08869

Anthony C. Bongiovi, Founder (1911-2008)
Anna Louise Bongiovi

Manager/Owner, N.J. Lic. No. 2817
PRe-PlAnning

PAyment PlAns AvAilABle • medicAid AccePted

~ ChurCh Parishioner / Family owned & oPerated ~

908-725-1887

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

908-966-0841
RogersPavingInc.comNJ
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 #
13
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06
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00

ROGERS PAVING
CONTRACTING INC

 • In God We Trust •
Residential • Commercial Paving

www.meledds.com

www.PetsforVets.com




