
  

 

St. Ann Church 

Website: www.stannparish.com 

 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers 
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri 

 

Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.O., Pastor 

Parish Of ice Staff 
 

Business Administrator 
,    Social Ministry, Of ice Support 

,    Plant Manager 
  Dir. of Liturgy & Sacred Music

Administrative Assistant 
Dir. of Religious Education

Community of Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini 
 

Superior 
,               Pastoral Associate 

Dir. of Religious Education 

Daily Masses 
 

Mon. 8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine    7 pm St. Ann  
Tue.    7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine   7 pm Holy Trinity  
Wed.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Thu.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Fri.    8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine 7 pm Holy Trinity 
First Fridays  7pm St. Ann 
Sat.  9 am St. Ann  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday,  after the 9am Mass,  St. Ann 
Saturday,  3-3:30pm,  St. Joseph 
Wednesday,  11-12noon,  Holy Trinity 
Wednesday,  7-8pm,  St. Ann 
 

—or by appointment— 

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule 
 

Sat.:  4 pm  St. Ann Church  
  4 pm  St. Joseph Church 
              5 pm  Holy Trinity (LS) 
Sun.: 7:30 am St. Ann Church 
    8:00 am Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
  8:30 am Holy Trinity  
  9 am   St. Joseph Church 
 10 am St. Ann Church 
              10am  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Latin EF)  
              10:30am Holy Trinity 
 12 pm St. Ann Church 
              12 pm  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
             5 pm  St. Ann Church 

St. Ann, our Parish Patroness, pray for us! 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 20, 2020 

REMINDER: PRECAUTIONS FOR 
MASS ATTENDANCE 

We hope that everyone who wants to return to church for Mass 
can be comfortable doing so without feeling overcrowded, espe-
cially now that the full Mass schedule is being restored. Please 
wear your mask so that it covers both your mouth and your 
nose. The tabs of blue tape on the pews are 2 feet apar t. If you 
are not sitting with members of your same household, you are 
supposed to sit apart a distance of 6 feet. The blue tabs are sup-
posed to assist you to measure the distance from wherever anoth-
er person may be sitting. Hand sanitizer is available at the doors 
ways of the church. 
Reception of Holy Communion is now at the normal place within 
the Mass. Distribution is to half of the community at a time to 
avoid crowding in the center aisle. Please maintain your distance 
from others. After Communion and the Final Blessing, please 
take care to leave the church while maintaining your distance 
from others. 
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Reflection on the Sunday Lectionary Readings 
 

2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16; PS 89:2-5, 27, 29; ROM 16:25-27;  
LK 1:26-38  
 
As any harried parent or excited child can tell you, there are 
just five days left until the celebration of Christmas begins. As 
Christian stewards, let’s live these last days of Advent well. 
Our First Reading, from 2 Samuel, features King David, who 
has resolved to do God a favor by building Him a house in 
which to dwell. But God reminds David Who is truly in 
charge. “It was I who took you from the pasture and from the 
care of the flock to be commander 
of my people Israel. I have been 
with you wherever you went and I 
have destroyed your enemies be-
fore you.” What is true of David’s 
position before God is true for all 
of us. Our God is mighty, all-
powerful and Love itself. The only 
proper response is to worship Him 
and live our lives as a grateful gift 
for all His goodness to us. 
How can we possibly live up to this task? Only by relying on 
God, as St. Paul tells us in the Second Reading, from his letter 
to the Romans. Paul instructs us to go to “him who can 
strengthen you… Jesus Christ.” The truth is, once we recog-
nize that all we have is gift from God, the next step is to 
acknowledge that we need God’s strength and wisdom to guide 
us in the best use of those gifts for the building of His King-
dom. Hopefully, we are making time during Advent to go to 
God in prayer and through the sacraments to obtain the 
strength we need to live as His disciples and the guidance to 
know we are indeed following His will with the gifts He has 
entrusted to us. 
In fact, our aim should be to make the words of our Blessed 

Mother our own. We read in today’s Gospel passage from 
Luke the wonderful words of her “fiat,” her “yes” to God’s 
plan. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done 
to me according to your word.” These are among the most be-
loved words in the Gospel. But the next sentence is also im-
portant for the Christian steward. 
After Mary’s fiat, we read, “Then the angel departed from 
her.” Our Blessed Mother was left with a lot of unexplained 
details about God’s plan for her! Yet, she followed God’s will 
perfectly. She gave herself and her life fully to God as a gift. 
She trusted in her Heavenly Father to guide her at each step, 
and He did. She was the first disciple. We are called to follow 
her example as disciples today. 
This Christmas, let us resolve to make our whole life a gift to 
the One Who has given us every-thing. It is the work of a life-
time. But He will give us all the help and strength we need to 
do it. 
— Stewardship Reflec ons by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

FFourth Sunday of Advent - December 20, 2020 

Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi Choir Christmas Concert 
 
Because of pandemic restrictions, this year the Cathedral 
Christmas Concert will be available virtually throughout the 
season beginning on Christmas day. Gather your loved ones 
and tune in to watch as the handbell choir, trumpet, horn and 
cello, as well as several vocal soloists, bring their musical gifts 
and the joy of Christmas to you right in the comfort of your 
own home. To view the concert, visit www.diometuchen.org 
or www.stfranciscathedral.org. The concert will also be made 
available on the Diocese of Metuchen's social media pages: 
@diocesemetuchen and on the St. Francis Cathedral Concerts 
Facebook page. 

A Christmas Message from  
The Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA, Bishop of Metuchen  

 
December 25, 2020  

 
“And the Word became Flesh and dwelt among us…”  

 
The current pandemic situation has certainly altered our lives, but it has not crushed our spirit or kept us from practicing our Catholic 
faith! It has greatly challenged all of us and presented us with a unique time in our lives to go deeper into our own spiritual journey to 
realize how even now God is calling us to recognize Him in our midst. Even through this difficult time, our faith in the Lord gives us the 
confidence that He is guiding us and that we are called to learn to trust Him more and more. Our recent renewal of our consecration to 
Jesus through Our Lady of Guadalupe reminded us of our Lady's desire to intimately guide us too.  
 
Of course, our need for the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament has hopefully become more apparent to us during 
these long and isolated months. We know that social restrictions have altered the way we meet with each other. I know that many fami-
lies for holidays and special occasions use Zoom meetings to help satisfy the need to be with each other as we still have a need to 
"experience" our loved ones’ presence. This need is all the more true in our relationship with the Lord Jesus. Yes, virtual Mass provides 
comfort and an opportunity to choose to offer ourselves to God, but just like our virtual family meetings, they are certainly not the same. 
We hunger for personal presence. The Lord understands our needs better than we do, and this is why He left His very presence to the 
Church. He knew our deepest need to be personally, united with Him. The joy of Christ’s birth feeds our hunger for the Eucharist. His 
coming brings light, healing and hope to all who are looking for answers and refuge amidst the difficult times we are all living in.  
 
May the birth of Jesus Christ always inspire your personal prayer and reflection and renew your commitment to love and share the Gos-
pel message with others. May the miracle of Christmas always remind us that our Savior was born into this world to save us from spiritu-
al darkness. May Christ’s birth light the fire of His love so that it shines brightly within all of us; you have certainly been an inspiration 
to me during these challenging times. My prayers are with you and your family this Christmas. I ask you to please remember me in your 
prayers as well.  
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Dear Brothers & Sisters:  Christmas 2020 
 

I want to share with you our plans for Christmas, and invite you to celebrate the birth of the Savior with us. For 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, all except our 7:30am Mass at St. Ann’s (as well as most of the Masses 
at Holy Trinity & St. Joseph’s) will have overflow space available with live video and distribution of Holy 
Communion. Our  overflow space will be the School Cafeteria. Our  total capacity within the church is about 
75 people, and within the Cafeteria, about 125 people.  Please plan to arrive early, and follow the instructions of 
staff and volunteers.  Please use the entrances at the front of the church; the side door near the sacristy is to be 
locked. This is so that an usher can more easily track the number of people entering the church.  The basement 
church hall is too small to be used as overflow space with the current restrictions. Enter the school cafeteria 
through the door nearest to the church. The front doors to the school will not be opened. Please understand that 
there is a possibility that you may be turned away once our limits have been reached. 
Please note that anyone entering our churches and overflow spaces will be required to wear a face mask and 
observe 6-foot physical distancing between members of different households. Hand sanitizer  will be availa-
ble for your use near the entranceway of the worship spaces. The churches and overflow spaces will be sanitized in 
between Masses, including pews/chairs, bathrooms, door handles, and other frequently touched surfaces.  
While I want to encourage you to celebrate Christmas with us in person, if you are not feeling well, out of care for 
others, please stay at home. I also understand and respect the ongoing concerns of many, especially those who 
have conditions that make them vulnerable to more serious illness, and those who care for them. The 4 pm Mass 
on Christmas Eve here at St. Ann’s will be available to view live and afterwards, through our parish website 
and the Raritan Oratory Channel on YouTube.  
Available on the Raritan Oratory YouTube channel also is an opportunity to spiritually prepare for Christmas: our 
Advent Lessons & Carols program is a beautiful and prayerful vir tual exper ience. The best way for  us to 
prepare spiritually for Christmas is by celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Although perhaps not as prac-
tical for many under the current circumstances, Confession is available four times each week (as well as by       
appointment):   

St. Ann’s Saturday, 9:30-10:30am 
 Wednesday, 7-8pm   (except December  30) 
Holy Trinity Wednesday, 11am-12 noon 
St. Joseph’s Saturday, 3-3:45pm 

 

Additionally, I encourage everyone to participate in our Christmas collection. Last year’s collection totaled over 
$26,000, or about 5% of our collection income for the year. With the pandemic shutdown, this past year’s Easter 
collection was about $6,000, or one quarter of what is usual. I am grateful to everyone for remembering to support 
your parish during this time of giving, especially amidst the challenges of this year. If you are unable to come to 
Mass, you can mail in or drop off your contribution. Consider using our secure and convenient WeShare online 
giving option through our website.  
If there is any way that we can assist you, please contact the parish office or speak to me. Contact us by phone or 
email if you have a pastoral need. For up to date information and schedules, check our website, 
www.stannparish.com, and our  Facebook page (The Catholic Church of St. Ann Raritan NJ). 
I have been praying for you, for the graces of perseverance and hope, healing and trust. Jesus has come and contin-
ues to come to us with the assurance of divine love and the gift of saving mercy. Have a Blessed and Joyful Christ-
mas, because the truth that Jesus is the Son of God and the son of Mary does not change. He has come for you and 
me. Continued blessings in this Advent season of anticipation and hope. I look forward to celebrating Christmas 
with you and your families! 

 In Christ & St. Philip Neri, 
               F . T  

 Please see the next page for a full list of services 
 throughout the Christmas Octave and beyond. 

COVID-19 Recovery Program 
Saint Peter’s Healthcare System has developed a COVID-19 Recovery 
Program to address the lingering complications endured by many 
COVID-19 patients.  Those who have previously tested positive will 
have access to multi-specialty care.  
Patients that have recovered from COVID-19 but are till experiencing 
persistent symptoms should contact the COVID-19 Recovery line at 
732-745-8552 or email COVID19Recovery@saintpetersuh.com; some-
one will contact you within 2 business days. 
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FFourth Sunday of Advent - December 20, 2020 

Pope Francis has declared a special 
Year of St Joseph to mark the 
150th anniversary of Bl Pius IX’s proc-
lama on of St Joseph as Patron of the 
Universal Church.  The Year of St Jo-
seph will run from Tuesday, 8 Decem-
ber 2020, to Wednesday, 8 December 
2021. The Pope wrote an apostolic 
le er for this Year: Patris corde – 
With a Father’s Heart. Pope Francis 
grants a plenary indulgence for the 
Year of St Joseph to the faithful in 
a report from Va can News.  

 
Light of the World: Keeping 

Christmas Alive 
 

The birth of Jesus Christ brings great 
joy and light, even amidst the diffi-
cult mes in which we are all living. 
This Christmas season, we invite you 
to joyfully welcome Christ into your 
lives and celebrate His birth, not just 
on Christmas day, but throughout 
the Christmas season. To celebrate 
the birth of our Savior, priests from 
around the Diocese of Metuchen will 
share their personal reflec ons on 
how we can celebrate the miracle of 
His birth and keep Christmas alive 
throughout the en rety of this joy-
ous season.  
 
For more informa on or to sign-up 
to receive these reflec ons, which 
will be delivered straight to your 
email inbox everyday throughout the 
Christmas season, visit  

ligh ngheartsonfire.org. 

THE YES THAT REVERBERATES 
 

Mary's call to motherhood is about a unique personage in religious history, but it 
is also the story of us all. Every Christian is called to conceive the life of God with-
in himself or herself and bring it forth into the world. Yes, even during these 
times of Pandemic. Such is the heart of the Christian vocation. Do you know 
someone who would like to learn more about Mary or her son Jesus or Catholic 
Christian devotion to Mary or the Catholic Church? Bring them to an RCIA Inquiry 
Session. Anyone is invited who is unbaptized, baptized into another Christian De-
nomination, or baptized Catholic but has never received BOTH sacraments of 
Confirmation AND Eucharist. No commitment is expected – just inquiries about 
the Catholic faith! For more information, please reach out to our parish office. 
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HELP PROMOTE OUR SCHOOL 

40 Second Avenue
Telephone: 908-725-7787

www.stannparish.com/school

 

Joyous Advent!  Blessed Christmas! 

Merry Christmas from the school Faculty and Staff! 

WE ARE OPEN! 
IN-PERSON EDUCATION 

SPACES STILL AVAILABLE 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

  

email <kalbright@ stannparish.com>
 

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year begins in January. 
Catholic Schools Week 2021 is January 31-February 6.

ATTENTION: HOT TOPIC 
New Jersey Reproductive Freedom Act:   

On October 8, 2020, The Reproduc ve Freedom Act (RFA) S3030 was introduced in the New Jersey State Senate and was referred to 
the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Ci zens Commi ee. If passed, the RFA would codify into New Jersey law the findings of 
Roe v. Wade, meaning that abor on would remain legal in New Jersey even if the case were overturned by the Supreme Court. The 
RFA would also strip safeguards and regula ons on the abor on procedure, making New Jersey a more dangerous place for women 
and their unborn babies.  The Assembly companion bill is A4848. 
The Diocesan Office of Human Life & Dignity has been working closely with the New Jersey Catholic Conference (NJCC) on this issue to 
develop resources and monitor the bill.  Here is the link to NJ Catholic Conference's updated Reproduc ve Freedom Act resource page: 
h ps://njcatholic.org/reproduc ve-freedom-act. Please check this website frequently for updates. Also, please make sure to sign up 
on the above website to receive ac on alerts. 
A webinar has been recorded which focuses on providing an overview of the legisla on, an update on the bill's legisla ve status, and 
sugges ons on ac on steps people can take at this me. This is something you can use to help educate family, friends and fellow pa-
rishioners. You are encouraged to watch it so you can understand the radical nature of this measure.  The link is here: 
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kshuo78QZdA&feature=youtu.be.  
For more informa on contact: human.life.and.dignity@diometuchen.org.   Thank you! 
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Pray for those who are Sick in our Community 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, December 21

Tuesday,  December 22 

Wednesday,  December 23 

Thursday,  December 24– Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 25 –Solemnity of the Nativity  
                                               of the Lord 

Saturday,  December 26 

Sunday, December 27- Feast of the Holy Family of 
                                           Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Pray for those in the Military 

LtCol Michael A. De Cicco; U.S. Army 
Victor Dulay, Jr; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC  Brendan Hughs; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Gavin John; U.S. Marine Corps 
LCpl Matthew John; U.S. Marine Corps 
CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr. 
LCpl Sean Maj; U.S. Marine Corps 
Maj Michael Morella; U.S. Army 
Sgt Dan Neville; U.S. Marine Corps 
A1C Anthony John O’Connor; U,S. Air 
Force 

Zack Orecchio; U.S. Navy 
Pvt Tayla Rasmusson; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Daniel J. Salvo; U.S. Marine Corps 
Cpl Jonathan Schultes; U.S. Marine Corps 
LtCol Louis P. Simon; U.S. Marine Corps  
PFC Jerome C. Sunga; U.S. Army 
Jack Vara; U.S. Marine Corps  
Cpl Daniel Viscariello; U.S. Marine Corps 
Sgt Janet Wyka; U.S. Army 
Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti; U.S. Air Force 

Parishioner Financial Support 

Contributions from December 13 

Total for Parish Operation      $14,660 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 20, 2020 

This Week’s Daily Mass Readings 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

 
 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

Altar Candle #1 for Antonio D’Anna 

 

            Altar Candle #2 for Salvatore Natale 
                       and Alexander Wiecenski 

          Tabernacle Lamp for the Calo,   
           Pecoriello and Gentile Family

Blessed Mother Lamp for  
                    Carmela and Angela Cassola

Weekly Candle, Lamp and Flower Intentions 



NEED A LAWYER? INJURED ON THE JOB?
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation 
Social Security Disability
 CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 

(973) 326-8902

Certified By the 
Supreme Court of 
New JerSey AS A 

workerS’ CompeNSAtioN 
LAw AttorNey

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit

https://amzn.to/322DlqT

www.BrightStarCare.com/somerset
Independently Owned and Operated

908.333.9633

HOME CARE |  MEDICAL STAFFING
A Higher Standard

732-469-3889
Fax: 732-469-3696
398 Lincoln Blvd.

Middlesex, NJ 08846

Refrigeration
Heating

Sheet Metal
Sales & Service

victorsairconditioning.com

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside

DOUGLAS M. MASI
DMD, MAGD

THE DIOCESE 
OF METUCHEN
Catholic Cemeteries

For Your Peace of Mind & Information:  
800-943-8400 

DioMetuchen.org/Cemeteries

 Holy Cross Cemetery
 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
 Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
  Crematorium On Site

 Resurrection Cemetery
 Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Scan For More Info

God 
Bless

America 

PROTECT YOUR WORLD
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Walter Erhardt
908-782-7760
werhardt@allstate.com

64 East Somerset St. 
Raritan

DAWN PIERANUNZI
DMD

908-725-1525



TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU

Helping  
Veterans and Pets  

Create New Beginnings  
Together

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside

IDEAL
AUTO
BODY

COLLISION 
EXPERTS

PROMPT QUALITY SERVICE

35 Old York Road
Bridgewater

725-5900

Counseling &  
Therapy Services

Dr. Barbara Ronca, LCSW
JANUS Bereavement Group

2nd Tuesday Monthly

Bridgewater Office
Raritan Office

908-218-9062

FAMILY  
DENTISTRY

of Bridgewater

908-526-3030
LAWNDOCTOR.COM

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

FREE ASSESSMENT
FREE 2 HOUR SERVICE W/AGREEMENT
908-575-7980 | 908-507-1129
1124 ROUTE 202, SUITE A5, RARITAN, NJ 08869

JOSEPH R. MELE, DDS, CNC 
215 Union Ave., Suite D 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

We cater to apprehensive adults and children 
in a warm and caring environment. Come in  

for a complimentary meet & greet or visit
our website for further information. 

908-526-2266

BONGIOVI
FUNERAL HOME

416 Bell Avenue (P.O. BOx #1) • RARitAn, nJ 08869

Anthony C. Bongiovi, Founder (1911-2008)
Anna Louise Bongiovi

Manager/Owner, N.J. Lic. No. 2817
PRe-PlAnning

PAyment PlAns AvAilABle • medicAid AccePted

~ ChurCh Parishioner / Family owned & oPerated ~

908-725-1887

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

908-966-0841
RogersPavingInc.comNJ
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00

ROGERS PAVING
CONTRACTING INC

 • In God We Trust •
Residential • Commercial Paving

www.meledds.com

www.PetsforVets.com




