
  

 

St. Ann Church 

Website: www.stannparish.com 

 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers 
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri 

 

Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.O., Pastor 

Parish Of ice Staff 
 

Business Administrator 
,    Social Ministry, Of ice Support 

,    Plant Manager 
  Dir. of Liturgy & Sacred Music

Administrative Assistant 
Dir. of Religious Education

Community of Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini 
 

Superior 
,               Pastoral Associate 

Dir. of Religious Education 

Daily Masses 
 

Mon. 8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine    7 pm St. Ann  
Tue.    7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine   7 pm Holy Trinity  
Wed.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Thu.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Fri.    8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine 7 pm Holy Trinity 
First Fridays  7pm St. Ann 
Sat.  9 am St. Ann  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday,  after the 9am Mass,  St. Ann 
Saturday,  3-3:30pm,  St. Joseph 
Wednesday,  11-12noon,  Holy Trinity 
Wednesday,  7-8pm,  St. Ann 
 

—or by appointment— 

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule 
 

Sat.:  4 pm  St. Ann Church  
  4 pm  St. Joseph Church 
              5 pm  Holy Trinity (LS) 
Sun.: 7:30 am St. Ann Church 
    8:00 am Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
  8:30 am Holy Trinity  
  9 am   St. Joseph Church 
 10 am St. Ann Church 
              10am  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Latin EF)  
              10:30am Holy Trinity 
 12 pm St. Ann Church 
              12 pm  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
             5 pm  St. Ann Church 

St. Ann, our Parish Patroness, pray for us! 

REMINDER: PRECAUTIONS FOR 
MASS ATTENDANCE 

We hope that everyone who wants to return to church for Mass 
can be comfortable doing so without feeling overcrowded, espe-
cially now that the full Mass schedule is being restored. Please 
wear your mask so that it covers both your mouth and your 
nose. The tabs of blue tape on the pews are 2 feet apar t. If you 
are not sitting with members of your same household, you are 
supposed to sit apart a distance of 6 feet. The blue tabs are sup-
posed to assist you to measure the distance from wherever anoth-
er person may be sitting. Hand sanitizer is available at the doors 
ways of the church. 
Reception of Holy Communion is now at the normal place within 
the Mass. Distribution is to half of the community at a time to 
avoid crowding in the center aisle. Please maintain your distance 
from others. After Communion and the Final Blessing, please 
take care to leave the church while maintaining your distance 
from others. 
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Reflection on the Sunday Lectionary Readings 
GN 9:8-15; PS 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 PT 3:18-22; MK 1:12-15 
As we celebrate our first Sunday of Lent, our readings today remind 
us why we partake in this 40-day Lenten journey — to prepare our 
hearts for the resurrec on of Christ on the glorious Easter morning. 
Many mes throughout Scripture, God presents great blessings 
a er 40 days of purifica on. We see an example of this in our First 
Reading from Genesis. In the story of Noah and the flood, Noah 
preserves his family and animals on an ark for 40 days and 40 
nights. There is no doubt that this journey was filled with a great 
deal of sacrifice and prayer as those days dragged on and the earth 
was swallowed up by waters. Yet, a er that me of trial, Noah and 
his family received a covenant from the Lord. God says, “See, I am 
now establishing my covenant with you and your descendants a er 
you and with every living creature that was with you… that never 
again shall all bodily creatures be destroyed by the waters of a 
flood.” And the sign of this covenant between God and man is a 
rainbow, “When I bring clouds over the earth, and the bow appears 
in the clouds, I will recall the covenant I have made between men 
and you and all living beings.” Without the 40-day journey in the 
ark, Noah would not have been able to receive this covenant with a 
grateful heart. God presents great blessings to those who are pre-
pared to receive them.  
St. Peter reminds us in our Second Reading of the many blessings 
we receive from Christ’s passion, death and resurrec on. He pro-
claims, “Christ suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of 
the unrighteous that he might lead you to God.” And again, 
“[Bap sm] is not a removal of dirt from the body but an appeal to 
God for a clear conscience, through the resurrec on of Jesus 
Christ.” These are the many blessings God has shared with us 
through the gi  of His Son.  
In order to more readily receive the blessings from Christ’s passion, 
death and resurrec on, we too are called endure 40 days “in the 
desert.” In our Gospel from St. Mark, Jesus was led by the Spirit 
into the desert where He was tempted by Satan. Jesus was called to 
face trials and to confront evil. During this me, He commi ed to 
intense prayer and fas ng. It was not necessary for Jesus to go into 
the desert so that He might be purified. But it was necessary for 
Him to go into the desert to endure tempta ons of man for our 
sake. He was fully man, and experience tempta ons just like us, yet 
responded to them perfectly, never falling into sin. Once He was 
finished, He began proclaiming the Gospel, saying, “This is the me 
of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe 
in the gospel.” The Good News of Jesus Christ was announced.  
We should strive to fully par cipate in this Lenten season by mir-
roring Jesus, the model steward by Whom we are called to imitate. 
Through our me in the desert, we will confront evil by weeding 
out the roots of sin in our lives through fas ng. And we will be sus-
tained and nourished in the desert by prayer. If we willingly choose 
to spend this Lent like Jesus, we will be ready to receive the glori-
ous gi  of Himself and partake in the riches that pour forth from 
that Gi .  
Let us strive to purify our hearts for the remainder of these 40 days 
so that we might be ready to receive all that God plans to bless us 
with on Easter.  
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

PLAN FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH THIS LENT.  
Resources for at-home reflection and prayer. 

ANOTHER LENTEN PRACTICE OPTION 
 

Pray More Lenten Retreat 
As a part of this retreat, you will receive access to 20 differ-
ent talks on prayer, on who God is — and what that means 
for you, the season of Lent, and lessons from the saints. 
You'll hear from six speakers, each of them giving a few 
presentations that will help you be more dedicated to prayer 
in your everyday life this Lent -- and onward.  
Each of the talks will come with a printable study guide that 
has reflective questions and prayers to accompany the 
presentation, along with transcripts of all the presentations. 
You can participate at your own pace. You can do this your 
own or with a group. Some of the talks are 10 minutes long, 
and some of them are closer to 20. You will be able to 
watch them whenever you have the time, or to download 
them and listen to them even while you’re on-the-go. 
We hope the Pray More Lenten Retreat will help you to 
intentionally work on your prayer life this Lent — wherever 
you are, and whenever you have the time. 
All the presentations will be available beginning on Febru-
ary 17th, the first day of Lent. If you register now, we will 
send you an e-mail as soon as it is live and available for you 
to enjoy :) 

Register for the retreat at  
https://praymoreretreat.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 Days to 
Grace and Glory 

 

This Lent, we invite you to journey with Dr. Tim Gray by 
signing up for Daily Lenten Reflec ons. Each day you will 
receive in your inbox a short video which features Dr. 
Gray commen ng on the daily Mass readings, explaining 
the Scriptures, and providing you with concrete ideas on 
how to apply them to your life. Available for free on 
FORMED. 
 

First Sunday of Lent— February 21, 2021 
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COVID-19 Recovery Program 
Saint Peter’s Healthcare System has developed a COVID-19 Re-
covery Program to address the lingering complications endured 
by many COVID-19 patients. Those who have previously tested 
positive will have access to multi-specialty care.  

Patients that have recovered from COVID-19 but are till experi-
encing persistent symptoms should contact the COVID-19 Recov-
ery line at 732-745-8552 or email  

COVID19Recovery@saintpetersuh.com;  
someone will contact you within two business days. 

Two Opportunities to Gather for  
Music & Liturgy 

 
In keeping with current restrictions for large gatherings and com-
munal singing, the parish choirs are unable to sing at Mass or to 
rehearse in the usual way.  In lieu of the usual choir schedule, our 
director of Liturgy and Music, Mr. Anthony R. Nardino has orga-
nized two recurring opportunities for members of our community 
to gather to grow in knowledge of music and liturgy and to build 
musical skills. 
 

1) The Music of Holy Week 
 

Targeted for the choirs of St. Joseph, St. Ann, & Holy Trinity, 
but open to all, this series will look at the prayers, chants, 
hymns, and choral music of Holy Week so that participants can 
learn more about them, dive into some history, and learn to sing 
them together.  This series can serve as a regular, prayerful 
exercise during the Lenten season!  Sessions will be held every-
other Thursday at 7:30pm at St. Ann Church, beginning Thurs-
day, February 11th. 
 

2) Basics of Gregorian Chant & Polyphony 
 

Targeted for the budding choir/schola of Shrine of The Blessed 
Sacrament, but open to all, this series will teach the basics of 
reading the four-line Gregorian staff as well as build rhythmic 
skills and note-reading that are needed for singing polypho-
ny.  Additionally, the group will work on singing with proper 
stylistic unity.  Sessions will be held every-other Thursday at 
7:30pm at St. Ann Church, beginning Thursday, February 18th. 
 
Please note that the same health precautions that are used at 
Mass will apply to these sessions, including mask wearing and 
social distancing.  An RSVP is necessary.  For any further in-
formation, or to RSVP, contact Anthony R. Nardino:  

ARNardino@raritanoratory.org 

SANCTIFY 
 

Sanctify, our group for married couples, young families, 
and single adults, will have our next meeting on next Sun-
day, February 21.  
 

Live-streamed Eucharistic Adoration with 
guided prayer, a formation video, and 
group discussion will all take place virtu-
ally using Zoom.  
 

Our Facebook page, "SanctifyCatholics", will be updated 
with all the event information, and you can RSVP there.  
If you prefer to RSVP by email, please contact us at  

SanctifyCatholics@gmail.com  
See you there! 

Stations of the Cross 
 

The Stations of the Cross is a 
traditional Lenten spiritual prac-
tice. Stations will be prayed 
communally at St. Ann’s on Fri-
day evenings at 7:30 pm. 
 
Other locations and times:  
 

St. Joseph Church: 
Lenten Wednesdays:  
12 noon and 7:00 pm  
 

Holy Trinity Church: 
Fridays after the 7 pm Mass 
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Pastoral Ministry for  
SAME-SEX ATTRACTION 

 

If you are struggling with unwanted same-sex attraction 
and seek confidential, Catholic pastoral care, call Cour-
age:732-562-2476, or  e-mail couragecnj@gmail.com.  
 

For family members who seek support, call EnCourage: 
732-248-9460.  See the website at Couragerc.org 

How to Report Sexual Abuse 
 

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or 
anyone representing the Catholic Church, or you know of 
someone who was, you are encouraged to report that abuse 
to law enforcement and by contacting the Diocesan Re-
sponse Officer at (908) 930-4558 (24 hours). For more in-
formation on how to report abuse, please visit our diocesan 
website:  
https://diometuchen.org/report-a-suspectedabuse 

Owen Adams 
Sean Alfonso 
Alexis Bonilla 
Sofia Cirianni 

Nicole De Dominicis 
Anthony Freda 
Theresa Guida 

Jack Harsel 
Iker Jimenez 

Emma Johnson 
Yalit Jurarez 
Marcus Kelly 

Derek Lambino 
Liam Lambino 

Kiara LoPiccolo 

Michael Loscialo 
Mary Mild 

Nicolas Montalvo 
Lucas Munoz 
Maya Nowak 
Brian Perez 

Ainsley Rago 
Celia Reid 
Felix Reid 

Lorelei Ryan 
Mark Sanchez 
Chris an Tozzi 

Ella Weston 
Grace Weston 
Samuel Zelis 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Children who made their First Reconcilia on  

First Sunday of Lent— February 21, 2021 

RESPECT FOR LIFE NEWS & EVENTS 
 

Please visit this website for moral guidance on the 
use of the Covid-19 vaccines:   
https://www.usccb.org/prolife/biomedical-research  

 

Come pray a rosary for life 
On the 3rd Monday of the month at St. Ann’s 
church, a Prolife Rosary for an end to abortion is 
prayed following the 7pm Holy Mass.  
 

Pregnancy Aid & Information Center 
Those suffering and in need of information about 
the effects of abortion in their personal life can call 
the Pregnancy Aid & Information Center, confiden-
tial hotline @ 908-526-8121. 

True freedom means that we see nothing  
with either the eyes of the world  
or with the eyes of our nature,  

but in the light of Christ,  
and with the eyes of Faith. 

 
— Dietrich von Hildebrand 
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THE RENEWAL OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
 

St. Ann Classical Academy wants to take part in this renewal 
 

Take a few minutes to read some of Elisabeth Sullivan’s 
insights and discover many reasons for supporting and pro-
moting this renewal.  
 

The tumult, fears, and divisions of 2020 stand in stark con-
trast to the peace of the Christ Child. When the Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among us, the weary world rejoiced in 
the Truth. Everything was forever changed. But amid to-
day's aggressive secularism, the challenge for Christians is 
to keep this truth in focus, to live constantly in the wonder 
and mystery that lie beyond human comprehension--that 
draw us to the Light beyond ourselves.  
Among parents, educators, and clergy who are alarmed by 
the skyrocketing numbers of young people who are falling 
away from their Catholic faith, there is a growing realiza-
tion that the secular progressive model of education has 
been a stealthy saboteur. Rooted in an atheistic, utilitarian 
philosophy, it has no interest in wonder or wisdom. Aimed 
at the merely temporal goals of college and career readi-
ness, it fails to feed the mind, the heart, and the soul. A 
pragmatic, godless education relentlessly defies and belit-
tles the mysteries at the heart of faith. Its consequences can 
be seen in an epidemic of skepticism, anxiety, and even 
despair among the young.  
A growing number of Catholic educators are now confront-
ing the fact that, when they uncritically adopt secular cur-
ricula, standards, and pedagogy, they are inadvertently 
teaching as though the Incarnation never happened. They 
see what the secular model can never convey: The world is 
a different place through the eyes of faith. Learning be-
comes an adventure to discover meaning, purpose, order, 
connections, and beauty in Creation. All knowledge is one 
in Jesus Christ, the Logos in Whom all things cohere. As 
young people are guided to know themselves and their 
place in the world, they grasp that "it is only in the mystery 
of the Word made flesh that the mystery of man truly be-
comes clear" (Gaudium et Spes). When this vision is re-
stored throughout the curriculum, pedagogy, and school 
culture, they grow in joyful hope.  
A vibrant renewal of Catholic education is spreading across 
the country as educators reject the utilitarianism and fads of 
the dominant, industrialized model and reclaim the distinc-
tive, centuries-old Catholic educational tradition that unites 
faith and reason. The impact of this deeply human for-
mation is transformative. Students find joy in learning. 
Teachers are renewed in their vocations. Families are being 
drawn back to the Church. Dying schools are revived. New 
ones are launched. Their experience demonstrates that the 
solution to the demise of Catholic education has been hid-
ing in plain sight all along: These communities flourish 
when they reclaim the Church's tradition in the classical 
liberal arts and sciences, which formed some of the sharpest 
minds and holiest saints in the history of the world.  
Elisabeth Sullivan serves as the Executive Director of The Insti-
tute for Catholic Liberal Education (ICLE),  

Ways that you can help advance the renewal of  
Catholic education and help support  

St. Ann Classical Academy: 
If you are a parent with young children, think, pray and 
consider enrolling them at St. Ann Classical Academy.  
Contact the school for more information. Talk to Fr. 
Peter Cebulka, Head of School. 
Word of mouth promotion—encourage other family 
members, friends, neighbors or co-workers to explore 
Catholic Classical Education with us. 
Be a “Tuition Angel”—perhaps you are in the position 
of being able to assist a struggling family to keep the 
Catholic education option open through tuition assis-
tance. You may make the difference for a much needed 
increased enrollment. 
Offer the gift of a classical Catholic education for your 
grandson or granddaughter, niece or nephew. 

Do not conform yourselves to this age  
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  

that you may discern what is the will of God,  
what is good and pleasing and perfect.   

(Romans 12:1) 

Livestream Mass at St. Ann’s? 
VOLUNTEER SOUGHT 

 

Now that the church has a functional video system in 
place giving us the capability to support livestream 
video of church services, we would like to have a cou-
ple of volunteers on hand who can help operate the 
system when needed. We can livestream from St. 
Ann’s more frequently if we have someone who can 
provide this service. Training is available for those 
with even basic computer skills.  Please contact the 
parish office if interested.  Thank you. 

NEW WEBSITE 
 

St. Ann Classical Academy  
https://stannclassical.org/ 

 
 

MONTHLY EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR 
Sunday, February 21, 2021, 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

 

Join members of the Congregation and the Secular 
Oratory for a Eucharistic Holy Hour every 3rd 
Sunday of the month, at 3:30-4:30pm in St. Ann 
Church, Raritan. This hour of Adoration includes 
readings, song, and silent prayer, and concludes 
with Benediction. 
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Pray for those who are Sick in our Community 

Mass Intentions 

Pray for those in the Military 

LtCol Michael A. De Cicco; U.S. Army 
Victor Dulay, Jr; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC  Brendan Hughs; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Gavin John; U.S. Marine Corps 
LCpl Matthew John; U.S. Marine Corps 
CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr. 
LCpl Sean Maj; U.S. Marine Corps 
Maj Michael Morella; U.S. Army 
Sgt Dan Neville; U.S. Marine Corps 
A1C Anthony John O’Connor; U,S. Air 
Force 

Zack Orecchio; U.S. Navy 
Pvt Tayla Rasmusson; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Daniel J. Salvo; U.S. Marine Corps 
Cpl Jonathan Schultes; U.S. Marine Corps 
LtCol Louis P. Simon; U.S. Marine Corps  
PFC Jerome C. Sunga; U.S. Army 
Jack Vara; U.S. Marine Corps  
Cpl Daniel Viscariello; U.S. Marine Corps 
Sgt Janet Wyka; U.S. Army 
Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti; U.S. Air Force 

Parishioner Financial Support 

Contributions from February 7, 2021 

Total for Parish Operation $13,134
 

 

Karen B. 
Joanmarie Carlone 
Anna Carra 
Katie Cassling-  
         Fishman 
Bruno Cirianni 
Frank Cirianni 
Mary Contino 
Lynn D. 
Maria Anastasia  
        D’Amore  
Michael D’Angelo 
Dominick DeLuca 
Mary Felice 
Stephen Forktus III 
Frank Forte 

Cindy Galvacky  
Gambino Family 
Maria Rosa Gasparro 
Gloria Guide 
Susan H.  
Bernadette Healy 
Phyllis Innamoralo 
Brianna Rose Larson 
Michael Lynch 
Antonio, Alice & Lisa 
       Magdamit 
MaryAnn  
        Mangiaracina 
Mark Marshall 
Giovanna Martini 
Susan Maurice  

Wilfredo Medina III 
Andrea Michaels 
Lidia Natale 
Ann Navatto 
Victor Rangel 
Marie Richardson 
Deborah Scarpone 
Mary Soriano 
Cathy Stinziano 
Nathan Tarantino 
Saverio Todarello 
Joseph Tomaio 
Emanuel Valentin 
Ron Wyka 

This Week’s Daily Mass Readings 

First Sunday of Lent— February 21, 2021 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Monday,  February 22

Tuesday,  February 23 

Wednesday,  February 24 

Thursday,  February 25 

Friday,  February 26

Saturday,  February 27 

Sunday,  February 28 

       Rest in Peace 
 

 
           Fred Dellanno  
 

                   and  
 

        David Reynolds 

Weekly Candle, Lamp and Flower Intentions 
               

      Altar Candle #1 for John Schaub, Sr. 

2020 Contribution Letter for Tax Purposes 



NEED A LAWYER? INJURED ON THE JOB?
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation 
Social Security Disability
 CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 

(973) 326-8902

Certified By the 
Supreme Court of 
New JerSey AS A 

workerS’ CompeNSAtioN 
LAw AttorNey

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit

https://amzn.to/322DlqT

www.BrightStarCare.com/somerset
Independently Owned and Operated

908.333.9633

HOME CARE |  MEDICAL STAFFING
A Higher Standard

732-469-3889
Fax: 732-469-3696
398 Lincoln Blvd.

Middlesex, NJ 08846

Refrigeration
Heating

Sheet Metal
Sales & Service

victorsairconditioning.com

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside

DOUGLAS M. MASI
DMD, MAGD

THE DIOCESE 
OF METUCHEN
Catholic Cemeteries

For Your Peace of Mind & Information:  
800-943-8400 

DioMetuchen.org/Cemeteries

 Holy Cross Cemetery
 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
 Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
  Crematorium On Site

 Resurrection Cemetery
 Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Scan For More Info

God 
Bless

America 

PROTECT YOUR WORLD
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Walter Erhardt
908-782-7760
werhardt@allstate.com

64 East Somerset St. 
Raritan

DAWN PIERANUNZI
DMD

908-725-1525



TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU

Helping  
Veterans and Pets  

Create New Beginnings  
Together

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!
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IDEAL
AUTO
BODY

COLLISION 
EXPERTS

PROMPT QUALITY SERVICE

35 Old York Road
Bridgewater

725-5900

Counseling &  
Therapy Services

Dr. Barbara Ronca, LCSW
JANUS Bereavement Group

2nd Tuesday Monthly

Bridgewater Office
Raritan Office

908-218-9062

FAMILY  
DENTISTRY

of Bridgewater

908-526-3030
LAWNDOCTOR.COM

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

FREE ASSESSMENT
FREE 2 HOUR SERVICE W/AGREEMENT
908-575-7980 | 908-507-1129
1124 ROUTE 202, SUITE A5, RARITAN, NJ 08869

JOSEPH R. MELE, DDS, CNC 
215 Union Ave., Suite D 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

We cater to apprehensive adults and children 
in a warm and caring environment. Come in  

for a complimentary meet & greet or visit
our website for further information. 

908-526-2266

BONGIOVI
FUNERAL HOME

416 Bell Avenue (P.O. BOx #1) • RARitAn, nJ 08869

Anthony C. Bongiovi, Founder (1911-2008)
Anna Louise Bongiovi

Manager/Owner, N.J. Lic. No. 2817
PRe-PlAnning

PAyment PlAns AvAilABle • medicAid AccePted

~ ChurCh Parishioner / Family owned & oPerated ~

908-725-1887

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

908-966-0841
RogersPavingInc.comNJ
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ROGERS PAVING
CONTRACTING INC

 • In God We Trust •
Residential • Commercial Paving

www.meledds.com

www.PetsforVets.com




