
  

 

St. Ann Church 

Website: www.stannparish.com 

 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers 
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri 

 

Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.O., Pastor 

Parish Of ice Staff 
 

Business Administrator 
,    Social Ministry, Of ice Support 

,    Plant Manager 
  Dir. of Liturgy & Sacred Music

Administrative Assistant 
Dir. of Religious Education

Community of Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini 
 

Superior 
,               Pastoral Associate 

Dir. of Religious Education 

Daily Masses 
 

Mon. 8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine    7 pm St. Ann  
Tue.    7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine   7 pm Holy Trinity  
Wed.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Thu.  7 am St. Ann  12:15 pm Shrine  
Fri.    8 am St. Joseph  12:15 pm Shrine 7 pm Holy Trinity 
First Fridays  7pm St. Ann 
Sat.  9 am St. Ann  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday,  after the 9am Mass,  St. Ann 
Saturday,  3-3:30pm,  St. Joseph 
Wednesday,  11-12noon,  Holy Trinity 
Wednesday,  7-8pm,  St. Ann 
 

—or by appointment— 

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule 
 

Sat.:  4 pm  St. Ann Church  
  4 pm  St. Joseph Church 
              5 pm  Holy Trinity (LS) 
Sun.: 7:30 am St. Ann Church 
    8:00 am Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
  8:30 am Holy Trinity  
  9 am   St. Joseph Church 
 10 am St. Ann Church 
              10am  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Latin EF)  
              10:30am Holy Trinity 
 12 pm St. Ann Church 
              12 pm  Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Spanish)  
             5 pm  St. Ann Church 

St. Ann, our Parish Patroness, pray for us! 

REMINDER: PRECAUTIONS FOR 
MASS ATTENDANCE 

We hope that everyone who wants to return to church for Mass 
can be comfortable doing so without feeling overcrowded, espe-
cially now that the full Mass schedule is being restored. Please 
wear your mask so that it covers both your mouth and your 
nose. The tabs of blue tape on the pews are 2 feet apar t. If you 
are not sitting with members of your same household, you are 
supposed to sit apart a distance of 6 feet. The blue tabs are sup-
posed to assist you to measure the distance from wherever anoth-
er person may be sitting. Hand sanitizer is available at the doors 
ways of the church. 
Reception of Holy Communion is now at the normal place within 
the Mass. Distribution is to half of the community at a time to 
avoid crowding in the center aisle. Please maintain your distance 
from others. After Communion and the Final Blessing, please 
take care to leave the church while maintaining your distance 
from others. 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord— March 28, 2021 
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PPalm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord— March 28, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 
Last year at this time we were all reeling from the news of extreme restrictions imposed in response the onset of the COVID-
19 pandemic. While we continue to face many related challenges, we now find ourselves in a more hopeful time. The situa-
tion seems to be improving, and as restrictions are gradually relaxed and more people are being vaccinated, optimism is re-
turning. Spring is quickly arriving, and with it come longer days and warmer temperatures, the return of more outdoor activi-
ties, and also many of the events we celebrate this time of year – weddings, graduations, First Communions and Confirma-
tions. Holy Week and Easter is upon us, and while our observances in church and at home will not be entirely normal this 
year, it will certainly be better than last year when we could not be together at all!   
I want to share with you our plans for Holy Week and Easter, and invite you to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord with 
us. Enclosed is the complete schedule of Masses and other services from March 27 through April 6, for the communities 
served by the Raritan Oratory. 
Current pandemic restrictions limit us to 50% of our capacity, which means that we can have up to about 150 people in St. 
Ann’s church. In reality, the need for physical distancing between households makes that unrealistic. However, based on our 
experience at Christmas, we are not planning to have overflow sites for the Easter Masses.  Please note that anyone entering 
our churches will be required to wear a face mask and observe 6-foot physical distancing between members of differ-
ent households. Hand sanitizer  is available for  your  use when enter ing and leaving church.   
While I want to encourage you to celebrate with us in person, for those who are not ready to come back to church, we contin-
ue to provide livestream video of liturgies and services. The liturgies of the Paschal Triduum will be available to view live 
and afterwards, through our parish website and the Raritan Oratory Channel on YouTube. 
It is particularly fitting that we prepare spiritually for our celebration of the Paschal Triduum by receiving God’s mercy and 
forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Confession is available four times each week, as well as by appointment: 
Wednesdays: 11am–12 noon at Holy Trinity, and 7-8pm at St. Ann’s (except March 31); Saturdays*: 9:30 – 10:30 am 
at St. Ann’s, and 3-3:30 pm at St. Joseph’s.  *No scheduled Confessions on Holy Saturday, April 3. 
Additionally, the Oratorian community will hold a Penance Service on Wednesday, March 31 at 7:00 pm, in St. Joseph 
Church. After  a br ief communal service, several pr iests will be available for  individual Confession. Note that Confes-
sion will not be available at St. Ann’s that evening. 
I want to also encourage everyone to participate in our Easter collection. Understandably, with the hit of COVID, last year’s 
Easter collection was severely impacted, totaling less that a third of the usual Easter collection and less than a typical week-
end collection. The parish operation relies on your support. This winter left us an added expense of $10,000 for snow remov-
al and a devastated parking lot. I am grateful for whatever special contribution you could give this Easter season. If you are 
unable to come to Mass, you can mail in or drop off your envelope, or consider using our secure and convenient online giv-
ing option through our website.  
Know that you are all in my prayers, and please pray for one another. Let us remain spiritually united through charity, prayer 
and faith in Jesus Christ.  Give thanks for your part in the new and everlasting covenant, gift for you and established through 
the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus, our Suffering Servant and Bread of Life.  Have a blessed Holy Week and a glo-
rious Easter.  Peace!   
Fr. Tom Odorizzi, C.O. 
Pastor 

 LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE 
WEDNESDAY of HOLY WEEK, March 31 

7:00pm at ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
(No 7pm Stations of the Cross. Mistake in last week’s bulletin) 

Do not conform yourselves to this age but  
be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  
that you may discern what is the will of God,  

what is good and pleasing and perfect.   
(Romans 12:1) 

Marriage Encounter  
Now that Spring is around the corner,  
why not shake off those winter blues  

and pump some new life into your marriage.  
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience gives you the 
me and tools to revitalize romance, deepen communica on, 

and nourish the spirituality in your marriage.  
Join from the comfort of your home via Zoom for  
eight evening sessions, 7 – 9:30PM, presented on  

Sunday & Wednesday evenings from April 11 – May 4.  
Phone Tom & Ruth DeFalco  

1-732-904-9636 for applica on and informa on.  
Visit us at: www.aweekendforyourmarriage.org  

for more informa on. 
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Reflection on the Sunday Lectionary Readings 
IS 50:4-7; PHIL 2:6-11; MK 14:1-15:47 
Today we celebrate Palm Sunday — the beginning of our Holy 
Week. Our liturgy starts with the account of Jesus humbly enter-
ing into Jerusalem riding a donkey. People put cloaks and palm 
branches in His pathway crying, “Hosanna, blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” It is with great joy that Christ 
was being honored as king, still in the same breath, we are filled 
with sorrow as we reflect on Christ’s passion and death. Thank-
fully, we know the glorious outcome of this painful journey. To-
day, as we read about the climax of Christ’s mission here on 
earth, we are reminded that He is the Perfect Steward, a model for 
us all on our stewardship journey.  
Our First Reading, from the prophet 
Isaiah, portrays a suffering servant. 
The suffering servant, in many ways, 
foreshadows what Jesus endured 
during His passion — “I gave my 
back to those who beat me… my 
face I did not shield from buffets and 
spitting.” Christ endured such tor-
tures, knowing that He did not de-
serve them, but still He humbly sub-
mitted to them.  
We see that throughout Christ’s life, His mission as a steward was 
to fulfill His Father’s mission. He became man for a reason, and 
He humbly and obediently submitted to that mission for each one 
of us. We, too, play a unique role in our Father’s mission by 
bringing souls to Christ. And it simply begins with the witness of 
our lives. Let all that we do, including the way we speak and act, 
reflect our mission in this life.  
This message is re-echoed in our Second Reading, from St. Paul 
to the Philippians. St. Paul says, “Christ Jesus, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to 
be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself… he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
We see again that although our Lord deserved every honor and 
praise from man while on earth, He chose the path of service and 
humility, sacrifice and love. He gave us everything in that mo-
ment. This truly was an overflowing gift for each one of us. So 
how can we share our gratitude with the Gracious Giver? We can 
bring service, humility, sacrifice and love into all areas of our 
lives — our homes by the way we treat our family members, into 
our church by the way we welcome and serve our neighbors, and 
into our workplaces by the way we speak and act.  
Our Gospel today shares the account of Jesus’ last days on earth, 
and how He lives them says a great deal about how we should be 
living ours as faithful stewards. Jesus does many things in these 
last days, and they all revolve around prayer and service — two 
trademark actions of a good and faithful Catholic. He first hosts a 
Passover meal in which He gives us His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. He then intensely prays to His Father. Lastly, He sub-
mits to humiliation, torture and death for our sake, calling out to 
God the Father in His weakest moments. We might not be called 
to the same type of prayer and service, but we are all called to 
commit time in daily prayer with our Lord, and to serve our fami-
lies, churches and neighbors in the various ways God is calling us 
to do so. No matter our state in life, we are all called to be faithful 
stewards through prayer and service. 
As we embark on this Holy Week, let us take some time to reflect 
on the life of Christ as He is our model Steward, and may we 
strive to imitate Him daily.   
Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord— March 28, 2021 

THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
 

 The Lenten season draws to a close at the beginning of the 
Sacred Triduum, those three sacred days in which the Church 
celebrates the central saving events of our Catholic faith. The 
Triduum commences with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
on Holy Thursday in which we remember the institution of the 
Eucharist, the beginning of the ministerial priesthood and the 
Lord’s command to be in loving service to others. On Good Fri-
day we celebrate the saving passion and death of the Lord on the 
Cross of Calvary. In the quiet of Holy Saturday the church re-
members our Lord’s experience of death in the tomb and waits in 
hope for the celebration of the great Easter Vigil, when once again 
we hear the glorious news, He is not here; he is risen! On Easter 
Sunday we rejoice in Christ’s victory over sin and death and the 
sacred Three Days conclude with Vespers (Evening Prayer) on 
Easter Sunday evening. 
 

 The liturgies for these days are meant to be more than dra-
matic reenactments of historical events; they’re not merely recre-
ated scenes from the Upper Room, Calvary and the tomb. Precise-
ly because these faith-anchoring events are historical, they cannot 
be repeated or reenacted. That is why the church’s long tradition 
insists that what happened once in history passes over into the 
mystery of the assembly’s liturgical/sacramental celebrations. 
What the paschal Triduum actually celebrates is mystery, not his-
tory. It celebrates not only what once happened to Jesus but, more 
importantly, what because of Jesus is now happening among us as 
a people called to conversion, gathered in faith, and gifted with 
the Spirit of holiness. These three days celebrate God’s taking 
possession of our hearts at their deepest core, redeeming and rec-
reating humanity.  
 

 Christ redeemed us all and gave perfect glory to God princi-
pally through his paschal mystery: dying he destroyed our death 
and rising he restored our life. Therefore, the Easter Triduum of 
the passion, death and resurrection of Christ is the culmination of 
the entire liturgical year. These are the holiest of days for Catho-
lics. The solemnity of Easter has the same kind of preeminence in 
the whole liturgical year that Sunday has in the week.  
 

 Let us prepare and plan to celebrate well together. With 
prayerful reverence and intention, let us make use of the few days 
ahead to renew our trust and open our hearts to what God desires 
to do within us through the gift of his Son. Pray to be brought to 
true renewal and Easter joy. Let us embrace with deep longing 
what the church provides for us through the beautiful liturgies of 
the Easter Triduum. 
 

 Finally, the faithful are reminded of the paschal fast which 
“should be observed everywhere on Good Friday and continued, 
where possible, on Holy Saturday. In this way, the people of God 
will receive the joys of the Lord’s resurrection with uplifted and 
responsive hearts” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 110). 

Bishop Appeal Video 
Following is the link for the Bishop’s Annual Appeal video.  As 
you’ve heard, this year we are producing a series of 4 vide-
os.  This first one introduces this year’s theme and sets the 
tone for the others which will highlight the 3 marquee minis-
tries:  

Seminarian Formation,  
Catholic Charities, and the  
Vicariate for Evangelization and Communications. 

You can find the link to Bishop’s Annual Appeal Video 
at https://diometuchen.org/BAA or at 
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYMONc5S8IA 
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40 Second Avenue

908-725-7787

stannclassical.org 

stannclassicalacademy 
 

Register now for the  
2021-2022 school year 

  

email 
<kalbright@ stannparish.com> 

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 8 
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Pray for those who are Sick in our Community 

Mass Intentions 

Pray for those in the Military 

LtCol Michael A. De Cicco; U.S. Army 
Victor Dulay, Jr; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC  Brendan Hughs; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Gavin John; U.S. Marine Corps 
LCpl Matthew John; U.S. Marine Corps 
CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr. 
LCpl Sean Maj; U.S. Marine Corps 
Maj Michael Morella; U.S. Army 
Sgt Dan Neville; U.S. Marine Corps 
A1C Anthony John O’Connor; U,S. Air 
Force 

Zack Orecchio; U.S. Navy 
Pvt Tayla Rasmusson; U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC Daniel J. Salvo; U.S. Marine Corps 
Cpl Jonathan Schultes; U.S. Marine Corps 
LtCol Louis P. Simon; U.S. Marine Corps  
PFC Jerome C. Sunga; U.S. Army 
Jack Vara; U.S. Marine Corps  
Cpl Daniel Viscariello; U.S. Marine Corps 
Sgt Janet Wyka; U.S. Army 
Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti; U.S. Air Force 

Parishioner Financial Support 
 

Contributions from March 21, 2021 
 

Total for Parish Operation $10,248

Karen B. 
Joanmarie Carlone 
Anna Carra 
Katie Cassling-  
         Fishman 
Bruno Cirianni 
Frank Cirianni 
Mary Contino 
Lynn D. 
Maria Anastasia  
        D’Amore  
Michael D’Angelo 
Dominick DeLuca 
Mary Felice 
Stephen Forktus III 
Frank Forte 

Cindy Galvacky  
Gambino Family 
Maria Rosa Gasparro 
Gloria Guide 
Susan H.  
Bernadette Healy 
Phyllis Innamoralo 
Brianna Rose Larson 
Michael Lynch 
Antonio, Alice & Lisa 
       Magdamit 
MaryAnn  
        Mangiaracina 
Mark Marshall 
Giovanna Martini 
Susan Maurice  

Wilfredo Medina III 
Andrea Michaels 
Lidia Natale 
Ann Navatto 
Victor Rangel 
Marie Richardson 
Deborah Scarpone 
Mary Soriano 
Cathy Stinziano 
Nathan Tarantino 
Saverio Todarello 
Joseph Tomaio 
Emanuel Valentin 
Ron Wyka 

Monday,  March 29

Tuesday,  March 30 

Wednesday,  March 31

Thursday,  April 1—Holy Thursday 

Friday,  April 2—Good Friday

Saturday,  April 3—Holy Saturday 

Sunday,  April 4—Easter Sunday 

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Holy Thursday 

Good Friday 

Holy Saturday 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord— March 28, 2021 

Rest in Peace 
 

Aniello Scafuto 
Florence Pacifico 

Peter Wyka 

If you wish to come in person, 
YOU MUST make an appointment.  No walk-ins. 

Mass Intentions for July – December 2021 
Call or By Appointment Only  



NEED A LAWYER? INJURED ON THE JOB?
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation 
Social Security Disability
 CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 

(973) 326-8902

Certified By the 
Supreme Court of 
New JerSey AS A 

workerS’ CompeNSAtioN 
LAw AttorNey

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit

https://amzn.to/322DlqT

www.BrightStarCare.com/somerset
Independently Owned and Operated

908.333.9633

HOME CARE |  MEDICAL STAFFING
A Higher Standard

732-469-3889
Fax: 732-469-3696
398 Lincoln Blvd.

Middlesex, NJ 08846

Refrigeration
Heating

Sheet Metal
Sales & Service

victorsairconditioning.com

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside

DOUGLAS M. MASI
DMD, MAGD

THE DIOCESE 
OF METUCHEN
Catholic Cemeteries

For Your Peace of Mind & Information:  
800-943-8400 

DioMetuchen.org/Cemeteries

 Holy Cross Cemetery
 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
 Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
  Crematorium On Site

 Resurrection Cemetery
 Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Scan For More Info

God 
Bless

America 

PROTECT YOUR WORLD
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Walter Erhardt
908-782-7760
werhardt@allstate.com

64 East Somerset St. 
Raritan

DAWN PIERANUNZI
DMD

908-725-1525



TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU

Helping  
Veterans and Pets  

Create New Beginnings  
Together

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside

Counseling &  
Therapy Services

Dr. Barbara Ronca, LCSW
JANUS Bereavement Group

2nd Tuesday Monthly

Bridgewater Office
Raritan Office

908-218-9062

FAMILY  
DENTISTRY

of Bridgewater

908-526-3030
LAWNDOCTOR.COM

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

FREE ASSESSMENT
FREE 2 HOUR SERVICE W/AGREEMENT
908-575-7980 | 908-507-1129
1124 ROUTE 202, SUITE A5, RARITAN, NJ 08869

JOSEPH R. MELE, DDS, CNC 
215 Union Ave., Suite D 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

We cater to apprehensive adults and children 
in a warm and caring environment. Come in  

for a complimentary meet & greet or visit
our website for further information. 

908-526-2266

BONGIOVI
FUNERAL HOME

416 Bell Avenue (P.O. BOx #1) • RARitAn, nJ 08869

Anthony C. Bongiovi, Founder (1911-2008)
Anna Louise Bongiovi

Manager/Owner, N.J. Lic. No. 2817
PRe-PlAnning

PAyment PlAns AvAilABle • medicAid AccePted

~ ChurCh Parishioner / Family owned & oPerated ~

908-725-1887

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

www.meledds.com

www.PetsforVets.com

Social  
isolation  

is more than  
feeling lonely.




