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The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule

St. Ann Church
4 pm St. Joseph Church
5 pm Holy Trinity
Sun.: 7:30 am St. Ann Church
8:00 am  St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
8:30 am  Holy Trinity
10 am St. Joseph Church
10 am  St. Ann Church
10am Shrine of Bl. Sacrament (Latin EF)
10:30am Holy Trinity

Sat.: 4pm

12 pm  St. Ann Church
12 pm St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
5 pm St. Ann Church
Daily Masses

Mon. 8 am St. Joseph ~ 12:15 pm Shrine 7 pm St. Ann
Tue. 7 am St. Ann 12:15 pm Shrine 7 pm Holy Trinity
Wed. 7 am St. Ann 12:15 pm Shrine
Thu. 7 am St. Ann 12:15 pm Shrine
Fri. 8 am St. Joseph ~ 12:15 pm Shrine 7 pm Holy Trinity
First Fridays 7pm St. Ann

Sat. 9 am St. Ann

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, after the 9am Mass, St. Ann
Saturday, 3-3:30pm, St. Joseph
Wednesday, 11-12noon, Holy Trinity
Friday, 11-12noon Shrine of BI. Sac.

—or by appointment

Discover the difference a Catholic Classical education makes.

St. Ann Classical Academy
40 Second Avenue,
Raritan, NJ 08869
Telephone: 908-725-7787
Website: stannclassical.org
Facebook: stannclassicalacademy

Call to schedule an appointment or in-person tour.
Or email <kalbright@ stannparish.com>
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Stewardship Reflection on Lectionary Readings
IS61:1-2A,10-11; 1 THES 5:16-24; JN 1:6-8,19-28

Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete
Sunday. “Gaudete” is a Latin word, meaning “rejoice.” The
Christian steward should be characterized by a spirit of rejoicing.
The more we embrace the stewardship way of life, the more we
will be filled with joy.

Today as Advent begins to draw to a close and Christmas
approaches, we should ask ourselves who and what we rejoice in.

Our First Reading, from Isaiah, expresses a fitting motto for the
Christian steward. “I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the
joy of my soul.” It is God Who is the source of our joy and
contentment — not things or achievements or comfort, but our
relationship with God. This is why stewards can share so freely of
their time, talents, and material possessions — because ultimately
we are not attached to these things. We recognize them as good
gifts from our loving Father, but we are attached to the Giver of
the gifts, not the gifts themselves. This allows for great freedom
in life and the capacity for great joy in the Lord.

This freedom in the Lord is also the reason we can do as St. Paul
instructs in his letter to the Thessalonians, in today's Second
Reading. He tells us to, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In
all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God.” As
Christian stewards, we know that no matter what the ups and
downs of life bring, our life is not our own — it is a gift from the
Lord, and we can rest in full confidence that He will take care of
us. When we offer every aspect of our life back to Him in grateful
trust, every action we take, no matter how small, becomes a pray-
er. Our very lives become a testimony to the goodness of God.

We can become like John the Baptist, in today's Gospel passage
from the Book of John. We read this description of the prophet:
“A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony,
to testify to the light... He was not the light, but came to testify to
the light.” This is our calling, too, to testify to the Light, our
wonderful Savior by the way we make use of the time, talent, and
treasure He has entrusted to our care. Our actions and our
priorities themselves give testimony to all that God has done in
our lives. What a privilege!

When God Himself is the source of our joy, it cannot be taken
away from us. There is still time, this Advent season, to clear
away any “clutter” in our lives that may take our focus away from
Him. Let us strive to detach from any of these things so that we
can be free to truly rejoice in God on Christmas Day.

— Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com

SCHEDULE of CHRISTMAS MASSES

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE at ST. ANN
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
4pm and Midnight

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE at ST. ANN
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
7:30am and 12 noon
Please Take Note: No 10am Mass at St. Ann Church

FULL SCHEDULE for CHRISTMAS DAY
(Monday, December 25)

7:30 am St. Ann Church

9:00 am St. Joseph Church

10:30 am  Holy Trinity Church

10:00 am  Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)
12 noon St. Ann Church

12 noon St. Joseph Church (Spanish)

As announced last week,

Revised Weekend Mass Schedule
(beginning January 6-7. 2024)

Saturday Evening

4:00 pm St. Joseph Church (English)
5:00 pm Holy Trinity Church
Sunday

7:30 am St. Ann Church

7:30 am St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
9:00 am St. Joseph Church (English)
10:30 am St. Ann Church

10:30 am Holy Trinity Church

10:30 am Shrine Chapel Church (Latin)
12:00 pm St. Ann Church

12:00 pm St. Joseph Church (Spanish)

5:00 pm St. Ann Church

How to be faithful to the Sunday and Christmas Obligations:
Question:

Is it obligatory to go to Mass on Christmas Day, which this year
falls on a Monday, if someone has gone Dec. 24 (Sunday) in the
morning?
Answer:

Yes, there are two Mass obligations, the Sunday obligation and
the Christmas obligation. A person cannot fulfill both obligations
with one Mass. In order to fulfill a Mass obligation, we must at-
tend either on the day of the feast or on the evening preceding
(Code of Canon Law 1248). Therefore, a Sunday morning Mass
could not possibly qualify as satisfying the Mass obligation the
following day, since it is in the morning.

In order to satisfy the Sunday obligation, a Catholic could attend
the Saturday evening Mass or Mass at some time on Sunday.

In order to satisfy the Christmas obligation, a Catholic could at-
tend Mass on a Sunday at 4 p.m. or later or on Christmas Day
itself on Monday.

It does not matter what kind of Mass someone attends so long as
he attends Mass on either the day of the obligation or the evening
preceding and does so for each obligation. Therefore, if someone
attended a Saturday evening Mass for the Sunday obligation and
then attended Mass again on Sunday at 6 p.m., that would satisfy
both obligations, even if the second Mass was a Sunday Mass and
not a Christmas Mass. Likewise, if a Catholic attended a 6 p.m.
Mass on Sunday and a 10 a.m. Mass on Christmas Day, that
would satisfy both obligations, even if the Sunday evening Mass
was a Christmas Mass as well.

No matter how we slice it, two obligations equals two Masses.

St. Ann’s Rosary Altar Society
is very excited to have our Family Favorites
1990 Cookbook Reprinted

In honor of our Parish’s 120th Anniversary.
So many of your Grandmother’s, Aunt’s and
Friend’s recipes are in this book!!

Cost: only $10

To purchase your copy, stop by the Rectory
Office or email info@stannparish.com
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In January 2024, St. Ann Classical Academy will be registering
children for the 2024-2025 academic year.

Consider your children’s future and what they will need to live in the
world with confidence and hope. Will they have a firm sense of their
human dignity and of their identity as one of God’s beloved children?
Will their knowledge of academic subjects coincide with an under-
standing of the purpose and goal of their knowledge? Will they appre-
ciate God’s presence and gift in all that is beautiful, true and good?

Consider St. Ann Classical Academy
when making plans for the next year.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2024-2025 TUITION ASSISTANCE
ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS OPEN
Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to attend an eligible
Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high school may apply online now
through FACTS Grant &amp; Aid Assessment at
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.

Online applications must be completed (including all required documenta-
tion) by no later than March 31, 2024. Applications are available in English
and Spanish. Families that need assistance completing the online application
or need access to a computer to apply should contact their school.

ON SALE NOW:
St. Ann Classical Academy
Holiday Calendar Raffle Tickets!
First Drawing: Sunday, January 1st

$500 | Easter — Mar. 31, 2024

$200 | New Year’s Day - Jan. 1, 2024

$200 | Valentine's Day - Feb. 14, 2024

$200 | St. Patrick's Day - Mar. 17, 2024

$200 | Memorial Day - May 27, 2024

$100 | April Fools’ Day — April 1, 2024

$100 | Mother’s Day — May 12, 2024

$100 | Father’s Day - June 16, 2024

$25 | Remaining Days - Jan. 2 - June 30, 2024

Tickets are $25 and will be sold at all Masses. Tickets can
also be purchased through the school and St. Ann parish offic-
es, from SACA families, or reserved online at
www.stannclassical.org/calendar-raffle.

Each $25 ticket has 181 chances to win cash prizes from $500
- $25 for a total of $5,950. Proceeds benefit St. Ann Classical
Academy. Drawing to take place at St. Ann Classical Academy
on the dates specified above. Winners need not be present
and will be contacted directly by the school office. Results will
also be posted on the school website at

www.stannclassical.org/calendar-raffle.
RL: 2023-09-01 ID: 412-1-454

Adult Enrichment Course
"The Theology of the Eucharist"

The Office of Ongoing Faith Formation will be offering a free-of-

charge Adult Enrichment Course entitled The Theology of the Eu-

Family Ministry Fair Live Webinar — Jan. 25, 2024 charist" on twelve consecutive Thursdays starting January 4

.. . .. . . . through March 21, 2024 from 10 am to 11:30 am. The course will
All are welcome to join our Family Ministry Fair Live Webinar on be offered at the St. John Neuman Pastoral Center located at 146

Thursday, January 25, 2024 from 1:00 - 3:30 PM. Metlars Lane, Piscataway, NJ. The classes will be presented by Fr.

Our four speakers will be3 Dr. Gregory Popcak (Catholic HOM), | | Glenn Comandini, S.T.D. and include a lecture and Q & A.
Damon Owens (Communio), Enza Cerami (Living Stones, Inc.) and

Patrick Metts, LPC (RESTORE Catholic Marriage Resource). There is a $15. fee to attend which covers all 12 sessions. You may
register online at www.diometuchen.org/faith-formation (please

register only one time for all 12 classes). For more information,
please email amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543.

This event presents a chance to learn and grow parish outreach to fami-
lies and also minister to marriages. For more information and/or to
RSVP for the Zoom link please contact cdaverso@diometuchen.org
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Monday, December 18

7:00 pm Florence and Vincent Pacifico by Mary Pacifico;
Rose Rust by the Falco Family;
Michael DeLuca by John and Kathy Galella; and
Victor Napenas by Roselle Regala

Tuesday, December 19

7:00 am Frank Cirianni by Catherine and Angelo
Viscariello

Wednesday, December 20

7:00 am Living and Deceased Members of the Cammarata
Family by Lena Cammarata

Thursday, December 21
7:00 am Ann DiBetta by Ann and Ken DiGraziano
Friday, December 22

Saturday, December 23

9:00 am Maria Rosa Gasparro by her sister Caterina
Grande

4:00 pm Stephen W. Forktus by the Forktus Family

Sunday, December 24 - 4th Sunday of Advent
7:30 am Margherita and Paolo Cugliari by Caterina
Fusca
10:00 am People of the Parish
12:00 pm Special Intention for Mark Marshall in honor of
the Blessed Mother
Christmas Fve
4:00 pm (Vigil) Special Intention for the Ronca Family
Midnight Mass (Vigil) People of the Parish

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings

Sunday Wednesday
[s 61:1-2a, 10-11; Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
Jn1:6-8,19- Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;
Monday Lk 1:39-45
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 Friday
Tuesday 1Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25 Saturday

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66

ANNOUNCEMENT: Death of Former Pastor
Please remember in your prayers the repose of the soul of
Reverend Charles P. Scillieri, a priest of the Diocese of
Metuchen, who passed away on Tues-
day, December 5. Father Scillieri was
ordained to the priesthood in 1973. He
previously served in a number of
parishes in the Dioceses of Trenton
and Metuchen. He served as Pastor
here at St. Ann’s from 1985-91. He
retired from active ministry in 2010.

Parishioner Financial Support

THANK YOU to all who help support the operation and ministry
of St. Ann parish. Whether by envelope, by mail or by online
giving, your contributions are essential and appreciated.

WeShare online giving is encouraged because of its
ease of use, consistency in support and flexibility.
Sign-up is easy. Simply go to the parish website and
click on this icon and set up your personal account.
Call the parish office if you need assistance.

Contribution information the for weekend of December 10:

Offertory Contributions § 5835
WeShare Offertory Contributions $ 2,572
Immaculate Conception Holy Day $ 1,467
Christmas, Other $ 513
Total for Parish Operation $10,387
DOM, Retirement Fund for Religious $ 2,618

Weekly Candle, Lamp and Flower Intentions

Altar Candle #1 and #2 and the
Tabernacle Lamp for
Rose and Joseph Sansone
by their family

Blessed Mother Lamp for a special intention
in thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother

Pray for those in the Military

Zack Orecchio, LS. Navy

Pvt Tayla Rasmusson, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Daniel J. Salva, U.S. Marine Corps
Cpl Jonathan Schultes, U.S. Marine Corps
SPC4 Joshua Sena, U.S. Army

LtCol Louis P. Siman, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Jerome C. Sunga, LS. Army
Jack Vara, U.S. Marine Corps

Cpl Daniel Viscariello, U.S. Marine Corps
Sgt Janet Wyka, U.S. Army

Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti, US. Air Force

Victor Dulay, Jr., US. Marine Corps
Pvt Brennan Gasway. U.S. Army

AIC Dlivia F. Geary, LS. Air Force

PFC Brendan Hughs, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Gavin John, U.S. Marine Corps

LCpl Matthew John, U.S. Marine Corps
Brock D. Laggini, LS. Coast Guard

CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr.

LCpl Sean Maj, U.S. Marine Corps

Maj Michael Morella, US. Army

Sqt Dan Neville, U.S. Marine Corps

TSgt Anthony John O'Connar, U.S Air Force

Pray for those who are Sick in our Community

Joseph Arena Gladys Gonzalez Joyce Melitsky
Stephen Baumbusch ~ Susan H. Andrea Michaels
Vitangelo Bavaro Bernadette Healy Lidia Natale
Joanmarie Carlone Anthony Hughes Al]. Papavero
Bruno Cirianni Laura Karg Edith Pena

Brianna Rose Larson
Michael Lynch

Mary Contino
Jerry Costanzo

Victor Rangel
Danilo & Sanbeda

Ralph Cusati Antonio, Alice & Santos

Maria Anastasia Lisa Magdamit ~ Deborah Scarpone
D’Amore Mark Marshall Cathy Stinziano

Roseann Danna Giovanna Martini Patricia Tibaldi

Josephine DiPiazza Lella Mathews Saverio Todarello

John Falco Susan Maurice Luisito Tolentino
Frank Forte Jim McGuinness Jenny Troisi
Cindy Galvacky Edward ]. McNamara Lou Troisi

Gambino Family Wilfredo Medina Il Emanuel Valentin




The health and safety of our customers and employeesjisiour;highest,priority=

We Do Painting. You Do Life. Bos J
0:908-713-9901+ . 008-797-0516 & T o &

Lic# 13VH08653400

X bjamrog@certapro.com & certapro.com
840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg

Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
Crematorium On Site

Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

) A 0 », A RIOR

Bring Bulletin for 10% Offl

3251 for Your Peace of Mind & Information:
M-F: 8am-6pm; Sat: 8am-4pm; Sun: 10am-2pm

HEE 800-943-8400

221 North10th Avenue - Hanvill Jm5otivo5s DiOMetuchen.org/ Cemeteries

www.ThePolishPickle.com
AR ic

For Orders Call...
908230028239,
philamraritan@yahoo.com

34 W Somerset Street - Raritan, NJ 08869

" Dlaase Continue |
To Pray For

‘Wor[c{ iPeace
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: Refrigeration
since H
1936 Heating
SPECIALISTS INBUYING | Sheet Metal
Jewelry (in any condition), Estate Jewelry,

Silver Sets, Fine Watches, Coins

732-469-3889 H
Fax: 732-469-3696 Sales & Service
398 Lincoln Blvd.

: 908.725.1028 - tropianoandsonjewelers.co
: ! Middlesex, NJ 08846

28 W SOMERSET - RARITAN, NJ 08869

........................................................................ |

All Types of Roofing: Asphalt Shingles N E E D A LAWYE R?
Cedar = Copper Metal = Slate = Flat Roofs I NJ U R E D >

* Call For A Free Legal Consultation %

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

Roofing = Siding = Windows = Gutters
+ Personal Injury

908-722-9400 > - Workers' Compensation
- ANY COMPLETE ROOFING OR i . Bl
www.tylerroofinglic.com SIDING JOB OVER $5,000 Guenteemmeonau  + SOCial Security Disability
:

Financing lawmarcbrenner’comfimarc@lawmarcbrennercom

1 i With this coupon. Cannot be combined with other discounts
Available Lic. # 13VH10921200

or offers. No adjustments on prior sales. Expires 02/28/23 222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE . CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927
G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside



ANTONIETTA E. CUOCO
Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4499

Counseling &
Therapy Services
Dr. Barbara Ronca, LCSW

JANUS Bereavement Group
2nd Tuesday Monthly

Bridgewater Office
Raritan Office

908-218-9062

908.707.2058
10 West End Ave. « Somerville, NJ 08876

www.Cuocofuneralandcremation.com
Traditional Burial « Veteran Burial « Cremation « Memorial Service
PROVIDING A MEANINGFUL FAREWELL

firchfingels Services, 11C

* HOMECARE
¢ STAFFING
* TRAINING
* TRANSPORTATION

FREE ASSESSMENT
FREE 2 HOUR SERVICE W/AGREEMENT

908-575-7980(908-507-1129

1124 ROUTE 202, SUITE A5, RARITAN, NJ 08869

GIVE THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!

Evening Wear - Specialized Gifts
Ladies Apparel Extra Small to 3x
Bridal Gifts - Costume Jewelry
Handbags & Shoes
Furry Slippers « Juniors to Seniors

Treats To Eat - Italian
Imported Specialties

917-846-2069

23 Anderson Street « Raritan
@belladonnashoutiquechicnunique

Belladonna’s

Chic & Unique

REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER CHEER!
908-450-0384

BRIDGEWATER

iIiheEvolutionGymY¥com

908-TUTOR-DR
908-888-6737

Make learning personal & convenient NOowW :
with 1-to-1 in-home or online tutoring HIRING!
APPLY

All subjects & all grades ONLINE

FREE consultation
OWNER IS A BRANCHBURG RESIDENT, HAPPILY HELPING YOUR COMMUNITY!

908-526-3030

www.lawndoctor.com

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

WELCOME
HOME THE

BRAVE

FINDWWP.ORG

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ)

Sponsor a veterans’ wreath
at a cemetery near you.

wreathsacrossamerica.org

www.psdermatology.com

245 UNION AVENUE
BRIDGEWATER, NJ

732-443-3975

www.psfoot.com

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

BONGIOVWVI
FUNERAL HOME

416 BELL AVENUE (P.O. Box #1) * RARITAN, NJ 08869

908-725-1887

Anthony C. Bongiovi, Founder (1911-2008)
Anna Louise Bongiovi
Manager/Owner, N.J. Lic. No. 2817
PRE-PLANNING
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE ®* MEDICAID ACCEPTED
~ CHURCH PARISHIONER / FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED ~

outside



