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Weekday Mass Schedule
As of January 2, 2024

Monday – Friday
8:00 am St. Ann Church
12:15 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (English)

Fridays
7:00 pm Holy Trinity Church 

Saturdays
9:00 am St. Ann Church

First Saturdays
9:00 am Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)

Holy Day Mass Schedule
7:00 pm Vigil St. Joseph Church (English)
8:00 am St. Ann Church
12:15 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament English)
12:15 pm Holy Trinity Church
7:00 pm St. Ann Church
7:00 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)
7:00 pm St. Joseph Church (Spanish)

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule
As of January 6, 2024

Saturday Vigil:
4:00 pm St. Joseph Church
5:00 pm Holy Trinity

Sunday:
7:30 am St. Ann Church
7:30 am St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
9:00 am St. Joseph Church (English)
10:30 am St. Ann Church
10:30 am Holy Trinity Church
10:30 am Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)
12:00 pm St. Ann Church
12:00 pm St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
5:00 pm St. Ann Church

Discover the difference a Catholic Classical education makes.
St. Ann Classical Academy

40 Second Avenue

908-725-7787
stannclassical.org

stannclassicalacademy

email <kalbright@ stannparish.com>
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Dearly Beloved in Christ, 
With deep joy and gra tude, I extend to you my prayerful best 
wishes for a holy and blessed Christmas. During this Advent 
Season, it has been my prayer that each of you would nd    
opportuni es to re ect on your own faith and rela onship with 

the Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. Whatever it is that our hearts and souls desire, whether we realize it or not, our        
ul mate desire is for Jesus Himself. For this reason, we are lled with joy and consola on at Christmas to know that all that 
we hope for has been ful lled in the person of the Christ Child.  
Christmas has a way of bringing together families and communi es, to strengthen the bonds of friendship and love. It may 
also be the occasion of greater awareness of our need to open our hearts to the Lord Jesus, who comes to us in the Eucharist. 
We are well past the me of the blanket COVID dispensa on from a ending Mass. We are praying for Eucharis c Revival, 
that the Blessed Sacrament will become the center of our lives of discipleship. The Son of God came to us as the son of Mary, 
receiving a human body to sacri ce with saving love for humanity. During each Mass Jesus o ers us his Body and Blood 
through Holy Communion. Jesus is invi ng us to share in his life, his victory over sin and death. We all are in need of the heal-
ing, merciful love of Jesus. Let us be united as a faith community, together seeking the iden ty and purpose for which the 
Christmas mystery, the Paschal mystery and Eucharis c mystery is given as gi  for us. 
What a wonderful and grace- lled opportunity to begin anew that prayerful rela onship with the Lord and His Church com-
munity. I extend to all an open, grateful heart of welcome. May our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless you, your  
families and loved ones at this me of hope and grace. May Mary, the Mother of the Child Jesus and our Mother, watch over 
you.  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2024!                       Peace!   Fr. Tom 

Stewardship Re lection on Lectionary Readings 
  

As any harried parent or excited child can tell you, there is just 
one day left until the celebration of Christmas begins. As     
Christian stewards let’s live this last day of Advent well. 
Our First Reading, from 2 Samuel, features King David, who has 
resolved to do God a favor by building Him a house in which to 
dwell. But God reminds David Who is truly in charge. “It was I 
who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock to 
be commander of my people Israel. I have been with you wherev-
er you went and I have destroyed your enemies before you.” 
What is true of David’s position before God is true for all of us. 
Our God is mighty, all-powerful and Love itself. The only proper 
response is to worship Him and live our lives as a grateful gift for 
all His goodness to us. 
How can we possibly live up to this task? Only by relying on 
God, as St. Paul tells us in the Second Reading, from his letter to 
the Romans. Paul instructs us to go to “him who can strengthen 
you… Jesus Christ.” 
The truth is, once we recognize that all we have is gift from God, 
the next step is to acknowledge that we need God’s strength and 
wisdom to guide us in the best use of those gifts for the building 
of His Kingdom. Hopefully, we are making time during Advent 
to go to God in prayer and through the sacraments to obtain the 
strength we need to live as His disciples and the guidance to 
know we are indeed following His will with the gifts He has   
entrusted to us. 
In fact, our aim should be to make the words of our Blessed 
Mother our own. We read in today’s Gospel passage from Luke 
the wonderful words of her “fiat,” her “yes” to God’s plan. 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word.” These are among the most beloved 
words in the Gospel. But the next sentence is also important for 
the Christian steward. 
After Mary’s fiat, we read, “Then the angel departed from her.” 
Our Blessed Mother was left with a lot of unexplained details 
about God’s plan for her! Yet, she followed God’s will perfectly. 
She gave herself and her life fully to God as a gift. She trusted in 
her Heavenly Father to guide her at each step, and He did. She 
was the first disciple. We are called to follow her example as  
disciples today. 
This Christmas, let us resolve to make our whole life a gift to the 
One Who has given us everything. It is the work of a lifetime. 
But He will give us all the help and strength we need to do it.  
— Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com  

SCHEDULE of CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE at ST. ANN  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 

4pm and Midnight 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE at ST. ANN  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 

7:30am and 12 noon 
Please Take Note: No 10am Mass at St. Ann Church 

 
 

FULL SCHEDULE for CHRISTMAS DAY  
(Monday, December 25)  

 

7:30 am   St. Ann Church 
9:00 am    St. Joseph Church 
10:30 am   Holy Trinity Church 
10:00 am    Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin) 
12 noon      St. Ann Church 
12 noon    St. Joseph Church (Spanish) 

As previously announced, 
Revised Weekend Mass Schedule 

(beginning January 6-7, 2024) 
 

Saturday Evening  
4:00 pm St. Joseph Church (English)   
5:00 pm  Holy Trinity Church 
 

Sunday 
7:30 am St. Ann Church 
7:30 am St. Joseph Church (Spanish) 
9:00 am  St. Joseph Church (English) 
10:30 am St. Ann Church 
10:30 am Holy Trinity Church 
10:30 am Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin) 
12:00 pm St. Ann Church 
12:00 pm  St. Joseph Church (Spanish) 
5:00 pm St. Ann Church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent — December 24, 2023 
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In January 2024, St. Ann Classical Academy will be 
registering children for the 2024-2025 academic year. 

                            

Consider your children’s future and what they will need to live in the 
world with confidence and hope. Will they have a firm sense of their 
human dignity and of their identity as one of God’s beloved children? 
Will their knowledge of academic subjects coincide with an under-
standing of the purpose and goal of their knowledge? Will they appre-
ciate God’s presence and gift in all that is beautiful, true and good?

Consider St. Ann Classical Academy 
when making plans for the next year. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2024-2025 TUITION ASSISTANCE
ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS OPEN

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to attend an    
eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high school may apply 
online now through FACTS Grant &amp; Aid Assessment at 

https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.
Online applications must be completed (including all required        
documentation) by no later than March 31, 2024. Applications are 
available in English and Spanish. Families that need assistance     
completing the online application or need access to a computer to   
apply should contact their school.

Pregnancy Aid Center 
59 Thompson Street, Raritan; 

908 526-8121
There is serious need of toddler 
coats and winter clothing, diapers, 
wipes, shampoo, toys and baby 
equipment to help local needy moms 
and children. It is a great way to give 
new life to your children's outgrown 
items.  
Drop off is Wednesday from 12 pm to 
2 pm.  The center is open from 11am 
to 2 pm on Mondays; 10am to 12:30 
pm on Tuesdays, and 10am to 12 pm 
and 4 pm to 5:30pm on Thursdays. 

Rosary for Life – January 19, 
2024
Come Pray a Rosary for Life (in soli-
darity with those at the March for 
Life in Washington, DC and across 
the country). Bishop Checchio is 
scheduled to attend!  Friday, Janu-
ary 19, 2024 at 1:00 pm on Main 
Street in Woodbridge. Park and 
meet in the St. James Parish parking 
lot at 12:45 pm (369 Amboy Ave, 
Woodbridge, NJ). There is a 12:10 
pm daily Mass at St. James for those 
who wish to attend. For more infor-
mation, contact 
amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 
732-562-1543.



4

Saint Ann Church
Rosary Altar Society

Interested in sharing your devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary with other women 

who love our Lady? 
Let’s pray the Rosary together 

We gather the first Sunday of each month for our          
Corporate Communion. We recite the Rosary and attend 
the Mass together.
We have a general monthly meeting (Sept thru June). 
Some of our special works include:
- Tending to the Altar (Dressing the Altar) 
- Distribution of St. Rita Roses in May 
- Special prayer requests 
- Building community with hosting receptions and bake 

sales 
We are actively seeking new members. 
For more information, please contact: 

Laura Sullivan: (908) 334-9790 

Adult Enrichment Course
"The Theology of the Eucharist"

The Office of Ongoing Faith Formation will be offering 
a free-of-charge Adult Enrichment Course entitled 
“The Theology of the Eucharist" on twelve consecutive 
Thursdays starting January 4 through March 21, 
2024 from 10 am to 11:30 am. The course will be 
offered at the St. John Neuman Pastoral Center       
located at 146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway, NJ. The    
classes will be presented by Fr. Glenn Comandini, 
S.T.D. and include a lecture and Q & A.

There is a $15 fee to attend, which covers all 12      
sessions.  You may register onl ine at 
www.diometuchen.org/faith-formation
(please register only one time for all 12 classes). 
For more information, please email 
amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543.

St. Ann’s Rosary Altar Society
is very excited to have our Family  
Favorites 1990 Cookbook Reprinted 
in honor of our Parish’s 120th Anni-
versary. So many of your Grand-
mother’s, Aunt’s and Friend’s recipes 
are in this book!!
Cost is only $10.
To purchase your copy, stop by the 
Rectory Office or email
info@stannparish.com

Fourthh Sundayy off Adventt —— Decemberr 24,, 20233 

Reflect more on this art. See Article by Garrett Johnson:  6 Things To Notice In 
This Beautiful Image of Mary and Eve, hhttps://catholic-link.org/mary-and-eve/

MARY COMFORTS EVE
Sr. Grace Remington, OSCO

Thank you, Immaculate and Virgin Mary, 
for bringing your child to us. Mary of Advent, with your ex-
ample of patient waiting and prayerful trust, help the hu-

man family also to be open to draw close to Salvation, your 
Son, Jesus, and to bear Him forth in our own lives. 

In our great need, pray for us, 
New Eve!
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A New Year is upon us! There are two very exciting opportuni-
ties available to you to learn about our faith and grow in friend-
ship with Christ. 
One of these opportunities is through The Bible in a Year pod-
cast with Fr. Mike Schmitz. This is a daily podcast that goes 
through the entire Bible while Fr. Mike offers insight, prayer, and 
commentary on the readings. Released in 2020, this was the #1 
Apple Podcast for two years in a row–reaching millions of people 
around the world. Maybe you’ve always wanted to read the Bible 
cover to cover but didn’t know where to start or got stuck in   
Leviticus. This is the solution. Catholics from all over the world 
have experienced the transforming power of God’s Word from 
this podcast and have felt a deeper and closer connection to God 
and the Catholic Faith. 
The second opportunity is another podcast called The Catechism 
in a Year podcast with Fr. Mike Schmitz. This was released for 
the first time on January 1st, 2023. Similar to The Bible in a 
Year, this podcast will go through the entire Catechism of the 
Catholic Faith and Fr. Mike will act as our insightful guide 
throughout the journey. Maybe you aren’t familiar with the Cate-
chism and maybe you think the Catechism is just a reference 
book — it’s not! This is God calling you to learn more about our 
Faith. Through this podcast, you’ll discover a new love and clear 
understanding for what we believe as Catholics and why we be-
lieve it. 
Both of these podcasts are completely free! Each of the daily 
episodes are about 20 minutes long, making it easy to listen to 
them while going on a daily walk, drinking your morning coffee, 
driving into work, or however you like. All you have to do is 
click “play” and allow God to transform your life day by day. 
If you’re interested in either of these free Catholic podcasts and 
you want to join them, you can visit AscensionPress.com or 
make use of the QR codes here. 
Please pray about these opportunities and give God a chance to 
grow with you this year. God bless you all! 

STILL ON SALE:
St. Ann Classical Academy 

Holiday Calendar Raffle Tickets!
First Drawing: Sunday, January 1st

$500 | Easter – Mar. 31, 2024
$200 | New Year’s Day - Jan. 1, 2024
$200 | Valentine's Day - Feb. 14, 2024
$200 | St. Patrick's Day - Mar. 17, 2024
$200 | Memorial Day - May 27, 2024
$100 | April Fools’ Day – April 1, 2024
$100 | Mother’s Day – May 12, 2024
$100 | Father’s Day – June 16, 2024
$25 | Remaining Days - Jan. 2 - June 30, 2024

Tickets are $25 and will be sold at all Masses. Tickets 
can also be purchased through the school and St. Ann par-
ish offices, from SACA families, or reserved online at 
www.stannclassical.org/calendar-raffle.
Each $25 ticket has 181 chances to win cash prizes from 
$500 - $25 for a total of $5,950. Proceeds benefit St. Ann 
Classical Academy. Drawing to take place at St. Ann Clas-
sical Academy on the dates specified above. Winners need 
not be present and will be contacted directly by the school 
office. Results will also be posted on the school website at 
www.stannclassical.org/calendar-raffle. 
RL: 2023-09-01 ID: 412-1-454
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Pray for those who are Sick in our Community

Mass Intentions

Pray for those in the Military

Parishionerr Financiall Supportt 
 

THANK YOU to all who help support the operation and ministry 
of St. Ann parish. Whether by envelope, by mail or by online 
giving, your contributions are essential and appreciated. 
WeShare online giving is encouraged because of its 
ease of use, consistency in support and flexibility. 
Sign-up is easy. Simply go to the parish website and 
click on this icon and set up your personal account. 
Call the parish office if you need assistance.

Contribution information the for weekend of December 17:
Offertory Contributions $   5,038
WeShare Offertory Contributions $   3,264
Christmas, Other $      245 
Total for Parish Operation $   8,547
DOM, Other $       176

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings

Victor Dulay, Jr.,  U.S. Marine Corps
Pvt Brennan Gasway.  U.S. Army
A1C  Olivia F. Geary, U.S. Air Force
PFC   Brendan Hughs, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC  Gavin John, U.S. Marine Corps
LCpl  Matthew John, U.S. Marine Corps
Brock D. Laggini, U.S. Coast Guard
CW4  Michael Lopez, Jr.
LCpl  Sean Maj, U.S. Marine Corps
Maj  Michael Morella, U.S. Army
Sgt  Dan Neville, U.S. Marine Corps
TSgt  Anthony John O’Connor, U.S.Air Force

Zack Orecchio,  U.S. Navy
Pvt  Tayla Rasmusson, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC  Daniel J. Salvo, U.S. Marine Corps
Cpl  Jonathan Schultes, U.S. Marine Corps
SPC4  Joshua Sena, U.S. Army
LtCol  Louis P. Simon, U.S. Marine Corps 
PFC  Jerome C. Sunga,  U.S. Army
Jack Vara, U.S. Marine Corps 
Cpl  Daniel Viscariello, U.S. Marine Corps
Sgt  Janet Wyka, U.S. Army
Capt  Kaitlyn Zimmitti, U.S. Air Force

Weekly Candle, Lamp and Flower Intentions

Fourthh Sundayy off Adventt —— Decemberr 24,, 20233 

Monday,, Decemberr 25—Thee Nativityy off thee Lordd 

Tuesday,, Decemberr 26 
9:00 am

Wednesday,,  Decemberr 27
9:00 am 

Thursday,,  Decemberr 288 
9:00 am 

Friday,,  Decemberr 299 
9:00 am  

Saturday,,  Decemberr 300 

Sunday,,  Decemberr 31

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Altar Candle #1 
for Antonio, Maria and Giuliana Natale

Altar Candle #2 
for Robert and Janet Graham

Tabernacle Lamp 
for Living & Deceased Members of the Cammarata Family

St. Joseph Lamp 
for Antonio and Maria Rosa Gasparro

Blessed Mother Lamp 
for Maria Rosa Gasparro



★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Social Security DisabilityCERTIFIED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY

AS A WORKERS’ COMPENSATION LAW ATTORNEY

lawmarcbrenner.com

732-469-3889
Fax: 732-469-3696
398 Lincoln Blvd.

Middlesex, NJ 08846

Refrigeration
Heating

Sheet Metal
Sales & Service

victorsairconditioning.com

www.ThePolishPickle.com

908.253.0099

Bring Bulletin for 10% Off!

M-F: 8am-6pm; Sat: 8am-4pm; Sun: 10am-2pm

908-722-9400
www.tylerroofingllc.com

Financing 
Available

All Types of Roofing:

$700 OFF
With this coupon. Cannot be combined with other discounts 

or offers. No adjustments on prior sales. Expires 02/28/23

ANY COMPLETE ROOFING OR 
SIDING JOB OVER $5,000

BOB JAMROG
Owner
CLINTON

Lic# 13VH08653400

We Do Painting. You Do Life.

  The health and safety of our customers and employees is our highest priority ...

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) inside

THE DIOCESE 
OF METUCHEN
Catholic Cemeteries

For Your Peace of Mind & Information:  
800-943-8400 

DioMetuchen.org/Cemeteries

Holy Cross Cemetery
840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg

Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
 Crematorium On Site

Resurrection Cemetery
 Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

Scan For More Info

34 W Somerset Street Raritan, NJ 08869

For Orders Call...
908-300-8239

philamraritan@yahoo.com

Authentic
Filipino Pastries

2 8  W  S O M E R S E T   R A R I TA N ,  N J  0 8 8 6 9

SPECIALISTS IN BUYING

908.725.1028 tropianoandsonjewelers.co

Jewelry (in any condition), Estate Jewelry, 
Silver Sets, Fine Watches, Coins

since 
1936



GIVE THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!

OWNER IS A BRANCHBURG RESIDENT, HAPPILY HELPING YOUR COMMUNITY!

908-TUTOR-DR

908-888-6737

 Make learning personal & convenient 
   with 1-to-1 in-home or online tutoring

All subjects & all grades

FREE consultation

NOW 
HIRING!
APPLY
ONLINE

245 UNION AVENUE
BRIDGEWATER, NJ

732-443-3975

www.psfoot.com

www.psdermatology.com

908-526-3030
www.lawndoctor.com

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

www.Cuocofuneralandcremation.com

PROVIDING A MEANINGFUL FAREWELL

908.707.2058

ANTONIETTA E. CUOCO
Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4499

FREE ASSESSMENT
FREE 2 HOUR SERVICE W/AGREEMENT

|

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) outside

Counseling & 
Therapy Services

JANUS Bereavement Group
2nd Tuesday Monthly

BONGIOVI
FUNERAL HOME

Founder

Manager/Owner

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

Belladonna’s 
Boutique

Chic & Unique

Ladies Apparel Extra Small to 3x

Handbags & Shoes 

917-846-2069

Treats To Eat - Italian
Imported Specialties

WELCOME
HOME THE
BRAVE

TheEvolutionGym.com

REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER CHEER!
908-450-0384

BRIDGEWATER

wreathsacrossamerica.org

Sponsor a veterans’ wreath 
at a cemetery near you.


