The Catholic Church of St. Ann

St. Ann, our Parish Patroness, pray for us!

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil:
4:00 pm St. Joseph Church

5:00 pm Holy Trinity

Sunday:
7:30 am St. Ann Church
7:30 am St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
9:00 am St. Joseph Church (English)
10:30 am  St. Ann Church
10:30 am  Holy Trinity Church
10:30 am  Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)
12:00 pm  St. Ann Church
12:00 pm  St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
5:00 pm St. Ann Church

St. Ann Church
45 Anderson Street; Raritan, N] 08869
Telephone: 908-725-1008 ¢ Fax: 908-707-1915
Website: www.stannparish.com
Email: info@stannparish.com
Facebook: The Catholic Church of St. Ann- Raritan, NJ

Weekday Mass Schedule

Monday through Friday
8:00 am St. Ann Church
12:15 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (English)
Fridays
7:00 pm Holy Trinity Church
Saturdays
9:00 am St. Ann Church
First Saturdays
9:00 am Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)

Holy Day Mass Schedule
7:00 pm Vigil  St. Joseph Church (English)

8:00 am St. Ann Church

12:15 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament English)
12:15 pm Holy Trinity Church

7:00 pm St. Ann Church

7:00 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)
7:00 pm St. Joseph Church (Spanish)

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri
www.raritanoratory.org
V. Rev. Jeffrey Calia, C.0., Provost
Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.0., Parish Pastor
todorizzi@stannparish.com

Mrs. Marisa Day, Head of School,
St. Ann Classical Academy, PreK-8

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, after the 9am Mass, St. Ann
Saturday, 3-3:30pm, St. Joseph
Wednesday, 11-12noon, Holy Trinity
Friday, 11-12noon Shrine of BI. Sac.

—or by appointment

Discover the difference a Catholic Classical education makes.
St. Ann Classical Academy
40 Second Avenue,
Raritan, N]J 08869
Telephone: 908-725-7787
Website: stannclassical.org
Facebook: stannclassicalacademy

Call to schedule an appointment or in-person tour.
Or email <kalbright@ stannparish.com>

Parish Office Staff
Deacon Sal Bonfiglio, Business Administrator
Mrs. Christine Esposito, Social Ministry, Office Support
Mr. Lou Falconeri, Plant Manager
Sr. Ella Mae McDonald, MPF  Dir. of Religious Education
Mr. Anthony Nardino Dir. of Liturgy & Sacred Music
Ms. Barbara Russell, Administrative Assistant

Permanent Deacons
Deacon Roy Rabinowitz

Community of Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini
Sr. Phyllis Vella, MPF Superior
Sr. Ella Mae McDonald, MPF  Dir. of Religious Education

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 4, 2024




Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time — February 4, 2024

Stewardship Reflection on Lectionary Readings
JB 7:1-4, 6-7; PS 147; 1 COR 9-16, 22-23; MK 1:29-39

Our readings today remind us that Christ came to serve. Jesus’
entire life was focused on others. He came to fulfill His Father’s
mission — the salvation of mankind. He labored for this mission
by becoming the humblest of servants.

In today's Gospel, Simon says to Jesus, “Everyone is looking for
you.” Jesus did not seek after the praise. Rather, He responded by
saying, “Let us go on to the nearby villages that I may preach
there also.” Jesus was already looking to whom He could serve
next.

As Christian stewards, we are also called to be humble servants
who labor for our Father’s mission. We should strive to imitate
the Perfect Steward, Who was constantly aware of the needs of
those around Him and put His gifts to good use. For us, this be-
gins right here in our home, parish, and community. We are
called to live each moment in awareness of our Father’s mission
and in gratitude for all He has given us.

Jesus tells us that the way to be attentive is through prayer. Be-
fore Jesus made the decision to go to the nearby villages to
preach, He first went off to pray. It is through prayer that Jesus
could hear what His Father was asking of Him. We, too, are
called to spend time in daily prayer — we will then become
aware of the opportunities to serve the Lord.

Let us commit to finding some quiet time this week to pray. Let
us ask the Lord — how can I serve You better throughout my
days? And let us pray, ‘Make me humble, Lord.’

— Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com

Help Needed:
Catechist for Faith Formation

First grade teacher on Sundays from 9-10:15am.
Please contact Sr. Ella Mae at 908-725-1008, press 1 then 5.

Support for the Catholic Spirit

There will be a Second Collection next weekend.
Please contribute to support the publication of our
diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Spirit.

Date Night for a
Joyful Marriage

Saturday February 10, 2024
6:30-9pm

St. Ann Regional Marriage Apostolate
invites dating or engaged couples, newly or “recently” wed
couples, to celebrate the gift of each other and the call of
covenant love, and World Marriage Day!

Guest Speakers, Francis & Marsha Asprec, will present
their faith testimony of courtship, engagement and
the adventure of early married life.

Dinner & Dessert BYOB $35.00 per Couple

The Catholic Church of St. Ann
45 Anderson Street, Raritan, NJ. 08869
Church Meeting Room
RSVP to: 908-725-1008 Ext # 6 (Christine)

The next Festa meeting will be Wednesday,
February 7, at 7PM in the church basement.

St. Ann’s Italian Festa
June 20 - June 22, 2024
(Thursday-Saturday)

It is time to step forward and get involved to make
the Festa a great success! The recent Restart the
Festa dinner raised $10,000, which was needed to repair
critical pieces of kitchen equipment. However, in the last
few years, we have lost some volunteers that were integral.
Volunteers are needed each morning in the kitchen as well
as during the evening hours. The games and food service
areas need staffing. No prior experience is necessary, just
your enthusiasm. Planning meetings and fundraising are
underway, and now is the time to participate to make Festa
2024 happen.

Contact Jim Wilson at jwi3304440@aol.com with your
name and email address if you are interested and able. We
will add you to the contact list for upcoming meetings.




The Catholic Church of St. Ann

The Lenten Season is just around the corner!
Some information in preparation:

2024 Lenten Obligations

1. The days of both fast and abstinence are Ash
Wednesday (February 14) and Good Friday (March 29).

2. The other Fridays of Lent (Feb. 16 and 23, Mar. 1, 8, 15,
and 22) are days of abstinence.

3. Fasting in the Roman Catholic tradition means to limit
oneself to one full meal with two smaller meals which
together do not equal the size of your full meal. The
obligation of fasting applies only to Catholics between
the ages of 18 and 59.

4. Abstinence in the Roman Catholic tradition means to
abstain from eating meat (beef, chicken, pork, turkey,
etc.). The obligation of abstinence applies to all
Catholics who have reached the age of 14.

Note: This year, be aware that Ash Wednesday falls on
February 14 (also Valentine’s Day). The obligation to fast
does remain in effect, so it is suggested that those who are
planning a special dinner make that their one main meal of
the day.

St. Ann Classical Academy is registering children
for the 2024-2025 academic year.

Consider your children’s future and what they will need to live
in the world with confidence and hope. Will they have a firm
sense of their human dignity and of their identity as one of]
God’s beloved children? Will their knowledge of academic
subjects coincide with an understanding of the purpose and
goal of their knowledge? Will they appreciate God’s presence
and gift in all that is beautiful, true and good?

Consider St. Ann Classical Academy
when making plans for the next school year.

Ash Wednesday Schedule
February 14

7AM St. Joseph (English)

8 AM St. Ann

12:15 PM Shrine (English)

1215 PM Holy Trinity

4 PM St. Ann - Liturgy of the Word with
Distribution of Ashes

7PM St. Ann

7PM Holy Trinity

7PM Shrine (Latin, EF)

7PM St. Joseph (Spanish)

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2024-2025
TUITION ASSISTANCE
ONLINE APPLICATION
PROCESS OPEN

Families interested in applying for tuitionassist ance to attend
an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high school
may apply online now through the FACTS Grant and Aid
Assessment at

https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.

Online applications must be completed
(including all required documentation)
by no later than March 31, 2024.

Applications are available in English and Spanish. Families
that need assistance completing the online application or need
access to a computer to apply should contact their school.

Other plans for the Lenten Season:
e Stations of the Cross at St. Ann’s at 7pm each Lenten Friday.

e Lenten Soup/Supper will precede Stations in the church
basement hall at around 6pm. Any questions about the Friday
Soup/Supper may be directed to Christine Esposito in the
parish office.

e Biblical Walk Through the Mass: Wednesday evenings,
February 21, 28, March 6, 13. Save the dates. Details to follow.

e Lenten Penance Service: Wed. Mar. 20, 7pm at Holy Trinity.

February 2 (February 3-4 in parishes) 2024:
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life on the
Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord
World Day for Consecrated Life will be celebrated in the Church
on Thursday, February 2, 2024, and in parishes over the weekend
of February 4-5, 2023. Please pray for all those who have made
commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them
on their special day, especially the Community of Religious
Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini, who have had such a caring

impact on or parish community.
May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and respond
generously to God's gift of their vocation.

ANSWERING THE CALL TO SERVE
SEMINARIAN FORMATION

While He was with them at table,

He took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized Him.
(Lk 24:30-31)

One of the key ministries supported by the Annual Appeal is
Seminarian Formation. We are blessed to have 21 men
currently studying for the priesthood in the Diocese of
Metuchen. It is a blessing that brings with it the responsibility
of providing for their education. Quality formation is essential
for our future priests who will be the sacramental presence of
the Lord in the midst of our parishes, nourishing and healing
with Word and sacraments the people they are called to
serve. We need men who are capable of fostering spiritual
life, preaching the Gospel and directing the pastoral activities
in our parishes and other special ministries. Your gift to the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal helps to defray the costs of forming

the future shepherds of our Church.

GOOD STEWARDS: Bishop’s Annual Appeal Foundation
Central to our understanding of Christian stewardship is the
concept of accountability. To safeguard the gifts you have
entrusted to our care, we recently set up a special foundation,
a separate trust, where all the money from this Appeal goes
so that it can only be used, without exception, to provide the
services listed below. You can be assured that your gift is well
protected and well used; making a difference in meeting the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the people we serve.
A gift to the Bishop's Annual Appeal is a worthy investment.




| Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time — February 4, 2024

Monday, February s

8:00 am  Nicola DiBetta by Vincenza Greco

Tuesday, February 6

8:00 am  Domenico Natale by Caterina Grande

Wednesday, February 7
8:00 am  Michael D’Angelo by Caterina & Nicola Grande

Thursday, February 8

8:00 am  Dr. Jose Santos by friends

Friday, February 9

8:00 am  Joan Williams by Stephen Williams
Satwrday, February 10

9:00 am  Maria Rosa and Antonio Gasparro by their
daughter Sabrina Ruffa and family

Sunday, February 11

7:30am  Frank Cirianni by Mary Lou Cirianni & family

10:30 am Immacolata Soriano, Gregorio Ruffa and Maria
Gasparro by Vincenza Greco

The Marshall Family by Mark & Toni Marshall

People of the Parish

12:00 pm
5:00 pm

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings

Sunday Wednesday
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7; 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Mk 7:14-23
LGor et 22
e 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Mk 7:24-30
. Mond.ay K 6:53.5 Friday
1Kgs 8:1-7,9-13; Mk 6:53-56 4 5 11:29-32, 12:19;
Tuesday Mk 7:31-37
1 Kgs 8:22-23,27-30; Saturday

Mk 7:1-13 1 Kgs 12:26-32, 13:33-34;
Mk 8:1-10

2024 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
STAY WITH US, LORD:
Renew our Hearts and Send Us on Mission

By giving to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, we are opening our
hearts to those living on the fringes of society and help to at-
tend to their physical, spiritual and emotional needs. The
basic necessities of food and shelter provided by Catholic
Charities, as well as the counseling services the agency offers
to those struggling with addictions and other hardships of life
can only continue with your help. Please prayerfully consider
a gift today.

You can find the link to the Bishop’s Appeal video by going to
https://diometuchen.org/BAA.

Please remember in your prayers the repose of the soul of
Monsignor William J. Capik, a retired priest of the Diocese,
who passed away on January 27. Msgr. Capik was ordained to the
priesthood on June 4, 1955, was pastor of St. James Parish in
Basking Ridge for 24 years, retired from active ministry in 2005.

Parishioner Financial Support
THANK YOU to all who help support the operation and ministry

of St. Ann parish. Whether by envelope, by mail or by online
giving, your contributions are essential and appreciated.

WeShare online giving is encouraged because of
its ease of wuse, consistency in support and
fexibility. Sign-up is easy. Simply go to the parish
website and click on this icon and set up your [}
personal account. Call the parish office if you need
assistance.

Contribution information the for weekend of January 28:

Offertory Contributions § 6,892
WeShare Offertory Contributions $§ 2215
Total for Parish Operation $ 9,107

Foundation for Catholic Education additional § 237

To request a 2023 Contribution Statement from
St. Ann’s Church please call Barbara at the parish
office: 908-725-1008, press 1 then 4; or email Barbara
at: brussell@stannparish.com.

Weekly Candle, Lamp and Flower Intentions

Blessed Mother Lamp for
Maria Rosa Gasparro
by her daughter Sabrina and family

Pray for those in the Military

Victor Dulay, Jr., U.S. Marine Corps Zack Orecchio, U.S. Navy

Pvt Brennan Gasway. U.S. Army Pvt Tayla Rasmussaon, U.S. Marine Carps
AIC Dlivia F. Geary, LS. Air Force PFC Daniel J. Salva, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Brendan Hughs, U.S. Marine Corps Cpl Jonathan Schultes, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Gavin John, U.S. Marine Corps SPC4 Joshua Sena, US. Army

LCpl Matthew John, U.S. Marine Corps LtCol Louis P. Simon, U.S. Marine Corps
Brock D. Laggini, US. Coast Guard PFC Jerome C. Sunga, U.S. Army

CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr. Jack Vara, U1S. Marine Corps

LCpl Sean Maj, .S. Marine Corps Cpl Daniel Viscariello, LS. Marine Corps
Maj Michael Morella, U.S. Army Sgt Janet Wyka, U.S. Army

Sqt Dan Neville, U.S. Marine Corps Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti, US. Air Force
TSgt Anthony John O'Connar, LS Air Force

Pray for those who are Sick in our Community

Joseph Arena Susan H. Andrea Michaels

Vitangelo Bavaro Bernadette Healy Lidia Natale

Joanmarie Carlone Anthony Hughes Al]. Papavero

Bruno Cirianni Laura Karg Edith Pena

Mary Contino Brianna Rose Larson Victor Rangel

Jerry Costanzo Michael Lynch Danilo & Sanbeda

Ralph Cusati Anne M. Santos

Maria Anastasia Antonio, Alice & Deborah Scarpone
D’Amore Lisa Magdamit  Cathy Stinziano

Roseann Danna Mark Marshall Patricia Tibaldi

Josephine DiPiazza Lella Mathews Saverio Todarello

John Falco Susan Maurice Luisito Tolentino
Frank Forte Jim McGuinness Jenny Troisi
Cindy Galvacky Edward ]. McNamara Lou Troisi
Gambino Family Wilfredo Medina Il ~ Emanuel Valentin
Gladys Gonzalez Joyce Melitsky Ron Wyka




The health and safety of our customers and employeesjisiour;highest,priority=

We Do Painting. You Do Life. Bos J
0:908-713-9901+ . 008-797-0516 & T o &

Lic# 13VH08653400

X bjamrog@certapro.com & certapro.com
840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg

Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
Crematorium On Site

Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

) A 0 », A RIOR

Bring Bulletin for 10% Offl

3251 for Your Peace of Mind & Information:
M-F: 8am-6pm; Sat: 8am-4pm; Sun: 10am-2pm

HEE 800-943-8400

221 North10th Avenue - Hanvill Jm5otivo5s DiOMetuchen.org/ Cemeteries

www.ThePolishPickle.com
AR ic

For Orders Call...
908230028239,
philamraritan@yahoo.com

34 W Somerset Street - Raritan, NJ 08869

" Dlaase Continue |
To Pray For

‘Wor[c{ iPeace

....................................................................... 0
: Refrigeration
since H
1936 Heating
SPECIALISTS INBUYING | Sheet Metal
Jewelry (in any condition), Estate Jewelry,

Silver Sets, Fine Watches, Coins

732-469-3889 H
Fax: 732-469-3696 Sales & Service
398 Lincoln Blvd.

: 908.725.1028 - tropianoandsonjewelers.co
: ! Middlesex, NJ 08846

28 W SOMERSET - RARITAN, NJ 08869

........................................................................ |

All Types of Roofing: Asphalt Shingles N E E D A LAWYE R?
Cedar = Copper Metal = Slate = Flat Roofs I NJ U R E D >

* Call For A Free Legal Consultation %

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

Roofing = Siding = Windows = Gutters
+ Personal Injury

908-722-9400 > - Workers' Compensation
- ANY COMPLETE ROOFING OR i . Bl
www.tylerroofinglic.com SIDING JOB OVER $5,000 Guenteemmeonau  + SOCial Security Disability
:

Financing lawmarcbrenner’comfimarc@lawmarcbrennercom

1 i With this coupon. Cannot be combined with other discounts
Available Lic. # 13VH10921200

or offers. No adjustments on prior sales. Expires 02/28/23 222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE . CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927
G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside



C@um@ﬂing &

Therapy Services
Dr. Barbara Ronca, LCSW

JANUS Bereavement Group
2nd Tuesday Monthly

Bridgewater Office
Raritan Office

908-218-9062

ANTONIETTA E. CUOCO
Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4499

10 West End Ave. « Somerville, NJ 08876
www.Cuocofuneralandcremation.com

Traditional Burial « Veteran Burial « Cremation « Memorial Service
PROVIDING A MEANINGFUL FAREWELL

Belladonna’s

Chic & Unique

Evening Wear - Specialized Gifts
Ladies Apparel Extra Small to 3x
Bridal Gifts - Costume Jewelry
Handbags & Shoes
Furry Slippers « Juniors to Seniors
Treats To Eat - Italian
Imported Specialties

917-846-2069

23 Anderson Street - Raritan

@belladonnashoutiquechicnunique

JOIN THE 2024-2025
EVOLUTION ALL STARS

908-450-0384

BRIDGEWATER

mheEvolutionGymY¥com

908.707.2058

firchfingels Services, 11C

* HOMECARE
¢ STAFFING
* TRAINING
* TRANSPORTATION

FREE ASSESSMENT
FREE 2 HOUR SERVICE W/AGREEMENT

908-575-7980(908-507-1129

1124 ROUTE 202, SUITE A5, RARITAN, NJ 08869

908-526-3030

www.lawndoctor.com

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

GET A HEAD START ON A NEW YEAR OF LEARNING!

Make learning personal & convenient
with 1-to-1 in-home or online tutoring

All subjects & all grades
FREE consultation

908-TUTOR-DR
908-888-6737

NOW
HIRING!

APPLY
ONLINE

Sponsor a veterans’ wreath
at a cemetery near you.

wreathsacrossamerica.org

WELCOME
HOME THE

BRAVE

FINDWWP.ORG

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ)

www.psdermatology.com

245 UNION AVENUE
BRIDGEWATER, NJ

732-443-3975

www.psfoot.com

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

BONGIOVWVI
FUNERAL HOME

416 BELL AVENUE (P.O. Box #1) * RARITAN, NJ 08869

908-725-1887

Anthony C. Bongiovi, Founder (1911-2008)

Anna Louise Bongiovi

Manager/Owner, N.J. Lic. No. 2817

PRE-PLANNING

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE ®* MEDICAID ACCEPTED

~ CHURCH PARISHIONER / FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED ~
FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836
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