The Catholic Church of St. Ann

St. Ann, our Parish Patroness, pray for us!

The Lord’s Day Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil:

4:00 pm St. Joseph Church
5:00 pm Holy Trinity
Sunday:
7:30 am St. Ann Church
7:30 am St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
9:00 am St. Joseph Church (English)
10:30 am  St. Ann Church
10:30 am  Holy Trinity Church
10:30 am  Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)

12:00 pm  St. Ann Church
12:00 pm  St. Joseph Church (Spanish)
5:00 pm St. Ann Church

St. Ann Church
45 Anderson Street; Raritan, N] 08869
Telephone: 908-725-1008 ¢ Fax: 908-707-1915
Website: www.stannparish.com
Email: info@stannparish.com
Facebook: The Catholic Church of St. Ann- Raritan, NJ

Weekday Mass Schedule

Monday through Friday
8:00 am St. Ann Church
12:15 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (English)
Fridays
7:00 pm
Saturdays
9:00 am

First Saturdays
9:00 am

Holy Trinity Church
St. Ann Church

Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)
Holy Day Mass Schedule
7:00 pm Vigil  St. Joseph Church (English)

8:00 am St. Ann Church

12:15 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament English)
12:15 pm Holy Trinity Church

7:00 pm St. Ann Church

7:00 pm Shrine of Blessed Sacrament (Latin)
7:00 pm St. Joseph Church (Spanish)

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri
www.raritanoratory.org
V. Rev. Jeffrey Calia, C.0O., Provost
Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.0., Parish Pastor
todorizzi@stannparish.com

Mrs. Marisa Day, Head of School,
St. Ann Classical Academy, PreK-8

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, after the 9am Mass, St. Ann
Saturday, 3-3:30pm, St. Joseph
Wednesday, 11-12noon, Holy Trinity
Friday, 11-12noon Shrine of BI. Sac.

—or by appointment

Discover the difference a Catholic Classical education makes.
St. Ann Classical Academy
40 Second Avenue,
Raritan, N] 08869
Telephone: 908-725-7787
Website: stannclassical.org
Facebook: stannclassicalacademy

Call to schedule an appointment or in-person tour.
Or email <kalbright@ stannparish.com>

Parish Office Staff
Business Administrator
Dir. of Adult Sacr. Prep, OCIA
Mrs. Christine Esposito Social Ministry, Office Support
Ms. Nora Martin Administrative Assistant
Sr. Ella Mae McDonald, MPF Dir. of Religious Education
Mr. Anthony Nardino Dir. of Liturgy & Sacred Music
Mr. Ramon Salazar Multi-Parish Facilities Manager
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Roy Rabinowitz and Deacon Jesus Rego

Deacon Sal Bonfiglio
Sr. Lorraine Doiron, SJH

Community of Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini
Sr. Phyllis Vella, MPF Superior
Sr. Ella Mae McDonald, MPF  Dir. of Religious Education
Sr. Frances Gervasio, MPF Homebound Ministry
Sr. Diana Yodris, MPF In residence

May 4, 2025
Third Sunday of Easter




Third Sunday of Easter—May 4, 2025

Stewardship Reflection on Lectionary Readings
ACTS 5: 27-32, 40B-41; PS 30; REV 5:11-14; JN 21:1-19

Our readings on this Third Sunday of Easter continue with
lessons of hope for abundant new life in the Risen Lord. In fact,
when we look at the Gospel Reading from John and compare it to
the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we get a glimpse
of the “before Easter Disciples” and the “after Easter Disciples”
that offer inspiration for positive change in all of us.

In the Gospel, we find the Apostles dejected and discouraged
following the death of our Lord. Poor Peter decides to throw in
the towel on the whole disciple thing and go back to his old way
of life, declaring, “I’m going fishing.” Upon hearing this, the
other disciples follow him.

How easy it is for all of us to backslide on changes we have made
in our lives, especially when it comes to our spiritual lives. We
make a positive resolution — for instance to develop more
patience or more discipline in our prayer lives — only to find our
temper flaring in traffic or our hand hitting the snooze button
instead of getting out of bed to pray. It makes us just want to
forget it, to stop trying and go back to our old ways. Those very
feelings of discouragement and lost hope make it even harder to
try yet again.

But look how Jesus treats the disciples during their “backslide.”
He is right there with them in the midst of it, already waiting for
them on the shore when they come back from their unsuccessful
return to the fishing business (after abandoning their mission as
disciples). Our Lord greets them with such tenderness, gently
asking, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?” Then he
gives them some fishing pointers which lead to such a miraculous
catch of fish that they finally recognize Him as the risen Lord.
Wanting them to be at ease with Him, Jesus then feeds them
breakfast. How gracious He is to them!

He is just as gracious today. When we find ourselves “out at sea”
— discouraged by our failures or for squandering the gifts God
has given us, or simply by a lack of progress in our faith life,
Jesus is with us! He is calling to us from the shore to come back
to Him without shame or embarrassment, but with hope-filled
trust in His steadfast love. He never tires of offering “do-overs” if
we just keep returning to Him.

This constant process of turning back to the Lord is the essence of
a stewardship way of life. Good stewards are not necessarily
those who have mastered some perfect formula for the giving of
time, talent, and treasure. They are those who continue to get
back up after each fall, who are willing to continually reevaluate
their goals and priorities as they aim for Heaven. Good stewards
simply have more confidence in the goodness of the Lord than
fear of their own failure.

And little by little, good stewards find themselves becoming like
the “after Easter Disciples”, we find in today’s first reading, who
were proud to be called before the Sandhedrin for “filling
Jerusalem” with the Good News of Jesus.

Let’s allow ourselves to be renewed with Easter hope on our
stewardship journey, secure in the knowledge that Jesus is
walking alongside us each step of the way.

—Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www. CatholicSteward.com

Next Sunday, May 11, we welcome a visit from
Bishop James Checchio.
Our Bishop will celebrate the 12 noon Mass with us.

First Holy Communion

e Sunday, April 27 at the
10:30am Mass

e Sunday, May 4 at the 10:30am
and 12:00pm Masses

Congratulations to all the children who received First Holy
Communion. Please keep our young children in your
prayers, that their faith and trust in Jesus deepens. May
they experience the gift of Jesus’ love and peace as He
comes to them in the Blessed Sacrament.

NEXT SUNDAY

Knights of Columbus Council 13264

’Aﬂay

Saint Ann Parish, Raritan

Sunday, May 11, 2025
Doors Open at 1:00 PM
Saint Ann School Cafeteria

Brunch & Show, 50/50 Raffle
$35 per person — $250 per table

Ticket now on sale after all Masses
Comedy Show by Gemini Comedy Entertainment

Do not conform yourselves to this age
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God,

what is good and pleasing and perfect.
(Romans 12:1)




The Catholic Church of St. Ann

, begins Wednesday, May 7.

A PRAYER FOR POPE FRANCIS

Taken from the Order of Christian Funerals

O God,
from whom the just receive an unfailing reward,
grant that your servant Francis, our Pope,
whom you made vicar of Peter
and shepherd of your Church,
may rejoice forever in the vision of your glory,
for he was a faithful steward here on earth
of the mysteries of your forgiveness and grace.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Men’s Freedom in Christ
Conference
"We are not fighting with flesh and
blood but against spiritual
principalities and powers”
(Ephesians 6:12)

The Men of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (Three Bridges) are hosting a
Men’s Freedom in Christ Conference this May 10, from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This conference is open to all men in the Dio-
cese and will be held at the parish (105 Summer Road). Fr.
Giuseppe Sinischalchi of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal will
be the principal speaker. Come discover the path to freedom in
Christ this May.

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please contact Tom
Dwyer at 908-884-9947 or thomasdwyer@sprintmail.com.




Third Sunday of Faster—May 4, 2025

IVF Destroys Human Life, Bishops Urge Ethical
Alternatives

WASHINGTON - “As pastors, we see the suffering of so many
couples experiencing infertility and know their deep desire to
have children is both good and admirable; yet the Administra-
tion’s push for IVF, which ends countless human lives and treats
persons like property, cannot be the answer,” reflected Bishop
Daniel E. Thomas, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities, and Bishop Robert E.
Barron, chairman of the Committee for Laity, Marriage, Family
Life and Youth, in response to President Donald Trump’s execu-
tive order calling for policies to make in vitro fertilization (IVF)
less costly and more available.

“The IVF industry treats human beings like products and freezes
or kills millions of children who are not selected for transfer to a
womb or do not survive. Tuesday’s executive order promoting
IVF is thus fatally flawed and stands in regrettable contrast to
the promising pro-life actions of the Administration last month.

“Every human person is a precious gift with infinite dignity and
worth, no matter how that person was conceived. People born as a
result of IVF have no less dignity than anyone else. It is our moral
responsibility to uphold the dignity of their brothers and sisters
who are never given the chance to be born.

“For the sake of couples trying to bring precious new life into the
world, we look forward to working with the Administration to
expand support for restorative reproductive medicine that can
help ethically treat often-overlooked root causes of infertility.
However, we will strongly oppose any policy that expands de-
struction of human life, or forces others to subsidize the cost.”

For more on assisted reproductive technology, including in vitro
fertilization, please see: https://www.usccb.org/prolife/
reproductive-technology. And for more on infertility, including
ethical restorative reproductive medicine and research, please
see: https://www.usccb.org/topics/natural-family-planning/
infertility.

SACA OPEN ENROLLMENT
St. Ann Classical Academy is now enrolling
Pre K - 8" Grade for the 2025-2026 school year.

Visit online at stannclassical.org/open-house
or call at 908-725-7787 to learn more,
to register for an in-person visit, or to apply today.

HOLY HOUR OF ADORATION
Sunday, May 18, 2025
3:30pm at St. Ann Church
This hour of Adoration includes readings, song,
silent prayer, and concludes with Benediction.
All are welcome.

24/7 Free Personal Ethics Consultation
215-877-2660

www.nchcenter.org/ask-a-question
° advance directives
° hospice & palliative care

° organ donation

° gender dysphoria

° infertility

° pregnancy complications
° and more

2025 Bishop’s Annual Appeal:
PILGRIMS OF HOPE:
Journeying Together in Faith, Hope and Charity

If you missed it, you can still see the Bishop’s Annual Appeal
video by going online to https://diometuchen.org/BAA.
Watch it and see all the good work being done in your name,
thanks to your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. If you
haven’t already done so, please prayerfully consider a gift
today! Scan this QR code to reach our secure online giving

site. BAA Update Information as of 4/28/25
St. Ann Parish Goal: $68,000.00
Total Pledged: $49,618.20
Amount Received: $46,266.95
Over/(Under) Goal: ($18,381.80)
Percent of Goal Pledged: 72.97%
Percent of Goal Received: 68.04%
Average Gift Amount $351.90




The Catholic Church of St. Ann

DRAWINGS FOR THE CALENDAR RAFFLE
BEGIN ON MAY 1sST.
GET YOUR CALENDAR RAFFLE TICKETS NOW
EACH TICKET HAS 184 CHANCES TO WIN.
ONLY $25 PER TICKET!

Sgt. John Basilone
Council 13264

St. ANN ITALIAN FESTA
LESS THAN TWO MONTHS AWAY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!!




Third Sunday of Easter—May 4, 2025

Mass Intentions

Monday, May 5

8:00 am  Frank Krachun Jr (10th Anniversary)
by The Family

Tuesday, May 6

8:00 am  Paquale Suriano by children and

grandchildren

Wednesday, May 7

8:00 am  Special intentions for San Gregorio & San
Biagio by Caterina & Saverio Todarello

Thursday, May 8

8:00 am  Otto Gsell (25th Anniversary)
by Jennifer Gsell
Friday, May 9
8:00am  Eugene Niles by Terry, Nick & Chad Niles

Satwrday, May 10
9:00am  Antonio Natale by his children & Family

Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 11

7:30am  Marie Forte by Frank Forte Jr

10:30 am Special Intention for the Ronca Family

by daughter

12:00 pm People of the Parish

5:00 pm  All mother’s for whom requests have been
made

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings

Sunday Wednesday
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Acts 8:1b-8; Jn 6:35-40
Rv 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 Thursday
Monday Acts 8:26-40; |n 6:44-51
Acts 6:8-15; Jn 6:22-29 Friday
Tuesday Acts 9:1-20; Jn 6:52-59
Acts 7:51-8:1a; Jn 6:30-35

Saturday

Acts 9:31-42; Jn 6:60-69

Bereavement Ministry strives to bring consolation and
peer support to those who grieve the loss of a loved one.
Informal small group gatherings are facilitated by caring
parishioners. Sharing thoughts, feelings, and emotions in
the atmosphere of our faith with others who are also going
through a personal loss can often bring some peace and
acceptance, when understanding that these experiences are
normal.

A ten-week series of sessions will begin at Holy Trinity
Church on Monday, May Sth from 6:30-8:00pm.
No fee, but registration is required.
Contact Deacon John Phalen at
(908) 526-2394 or bereavement@holytrinitynj.org.

Parishioner Financial Support

The principal means of support for the Catholic Church of St.
Ann is your weekly generosity. What is normally donated online
and your sacrificial offering at Mass makes up the “ordinary
income” that is supposed to balance the expense of ordinary
parish operation, made up of salaries and benefits for the
employees of the parish who serve you; all utilities and supplies;
ministries and formation programs; resources needed for quality
liturgies; snowplowing and landscaping, maintenance and
custodial services to the buildings and properties—church, con-
vent, rectory/office and school building. Please keep this in mind
when assessing your regular level of financial support to the
parish.

Whether by envelope, by mail or by online giving, your
contributions are essential and appreciated. THANK YOU to all
who help support the operation and ministry of St. Ann parish.

Contributions for the weekend of April 27, 2025:

Mass Offertory $ 9,606
WeShare $ 1.852
Total for parish operation $11,458
DOM Other $ 1,052

WeShare Online Giving is a simple means of caring
for your parish through consistent, direct, electronic
contributions. You determine the terms according to
your personal, prayerful stewardship. Once in place,
online giving happens automatically until you decide to amend the
terms. Sign-up is simple and safe through the parish website.
Please contact the parish office if you need assistance.

Pray for those in the Military

TSgt Anthony J. O'Connor, U.S.Air Force
Pvt Tayla Rasmusson, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Daniel J. Salvo, U.S. Marine Carps
Cpl Jonathan Schultes, U.S. Marine Corps
LtCol Louis P. Siman, U.5. Marine Corps
PFC Jerome C. Sunga, U.S. Army

Jack Vara, U.S. Marine Corps

Cpl Daniel Viscariello, U.S. Marine Corps
Maj Matthew Werner, LI.S. Army

Sgt Janet Wyka, LI.S. Army

Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti, U.S. Air Force

Victor Dulay, Jr., U.S. Marine Corps
Pvt Brennan Gasway. LI.S. Army

MC Olivia F. Geary, U.S. Air Force
PFC Brendan Hughs, U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Gavin John, U.S. Marine Corps
LCpl Matthew John, U.S. Marine Carps
Brock D. Laggini, U.S. Coast Guard
CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr.

LCpl Sean Maj, U.S. Marine Corps

Maj Michael Morella, LI.S. Army

Sgt Dan Neville, LL.S. Marine Corps

Pray for those who are Sick in our Community

John D’Angelo
Rose D’Angelo

Gambino Family

Stanley M. Magda
Antonio, Alice & Lisa

Edward J. McNamara

Katelyn Anderson Angie Glenn Wilfredo Medina III
Joseph Arena Gladys Gonzalez Joyce Melitsky
Yolanda Bontempo Susan H. Andrea Michaels
Joanmarie Carlone Bernadette Healy Lidia Natale
Bruno Cirianni Anthony Hughes Joseph Pellegrino
Mary Contino Laura Karg Edith Pena
Jerry Costanzo Ronald Kozak Dave Pietrowicz
Ralph Cusati Brianna Rose Larson  Victor Rangel
Harold D’Alessio Mary Grace Danilo & Sanbeda
Maria Anastasia LaVerghetta Santos
D’Amore Michael Lynch Deborah Scarpone

Cathy Stinziano
Patricia Tibaldi

Josephine DiPiazza Magdamit Saverio Todarello
John Falco Mark Marshall Luisito Tolentino
Frank Forte Lella Mathews Jenny & Lou Troisi
Cindy Galvacky Jim McGuinness Emanuel Valentin

Ron Wyka




The health and safety of our customers and employeeslisiour;highest,priority=

THE DIOCESE
OF METUCHEN

We Do Painting. You Do Life. Catholic Cemeteries

Bo Javnos
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X} bjamrog@certapro.com € certapro.com

840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INTERIOR « EXTERIOR Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum

Crematorium On Site

Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway

! EI For Your Peace of Mind & Information:

% 800-943-8400

EI e
dur g DiOMetuchen.org/Cemeteries

For Orders Call...
908230028239,
philamraritan@yahoo.com

34 W Somerset Street - Raritan, NJ 08869

Help the ASPCA put a stop o . b
to animal cruelty. Please Continue

To Pray Jor

YOUR AD HERE!

visit www.aspca.org i ‘WOT[L{T@LICB )
= Connect with a Dedicated and Engaged Audience

Begin your * Build Trust and Credibility » Showcase Your Business
d ay; withla to Those Who Actively Support Local Businesses
= Benefit From Our Online Presence and
el
g ra t@j Ll Extend Your Reach Beyond the Church Walls

— Reserve Your Space Today! —
Contact our advertising team at 800-883-4343,

%'e Don't miss this opportunity to become a valued partner in the community.
ceee NEED A LAWYER? %
coee INJURED?
tees * Call For A Free Legal Consultation %

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

973-326-8902
+ Personal Injury
- Workers' Compensation
- Social Security Disability

(
Iawmarcbrenner com marc@lawmarcbrenner @

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927
G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (300) 883-4343 + BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC + P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside
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221 North 10th Avenue - Manville

www.ThePolishPickle.com [N\ 908-218-9062

consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts

Th@ra v S@FW(C@S ° FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION | |

P} | CONSUMER ADVICE !

Dr. Barbara Ronca, LCSW | |

JANUS Bereavement Group | Consumer Alerts |

2nd Tuesday Monthly . Learn more about the latest .

M-F: 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat: 8:00am-4:00pm Bridgewater Office H consumer advice and scams — and what i
908.253.0099 Raritan Office : you can do to protect yourself. :

« Home Health Care
« Hospice Care
« Training
« Staffing
homecare@archangelsservices.com
hospice@archangelsservices.com
www.archangelsservices.com

T: 908-575-7980
F: 908-393-9585
265 E Main Street « Somerville NJ 08876

TUMBLE & CHEER FOR ALL AGES

JOIN THE 2025-2026 EVOLUTION
ALL STARS CHEER TEAM
908-450-0384

BRIDGEWATER

heEvolutionGym¥com

WE PICK UP
DOG POOP!

YES, REALLY.

CALL TODAY!

908-883-4104

WWW.POOSQUAD.COM  srincewarer Locatio

908-526-3030

www.lawndoctor.com
In the United States, one in

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service to the Community

WELCOME BONGIOVI

H o M E T H E 416 BEE;SE%.I(?QXIZI)IO_ISI::Q EI 08869

BRAVE o i S
Anthony C. Bongiovi, Founder (1911-2008)
Anna Louise Bongiovi

Manager/Owner, N.J. Lic. No. 2817
PRE-PLANNING

lq‘ l N ]) “7 “T l’ o () l{ ‘; PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE ®* MEDICAID ACCEPTED

~ CHURCH PARISHIONER / FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED ~

G60661 (JR) St Ann Church (Raritan, NJ) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside




