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“ I was blind, but now I see.” 

 

     We have a number of Catechumen, now the Elect, entering the Church and even more 

Candidates receiving full communion in the Church at the Easter Vigil, so my reflections 

are from the Fourth Sunday in Lent, Cycle A, “Laetare [lay-TAR-ay] Sunday,” the 

Sunday of rejoicing. 

     In last week’s Gospel, Jesus gives the Holy Spirit, “living water” to the Samaritan 

woman at the well, transforming her from “out-cast” to disciple.  In today’s Gospel, the 

Jews of Christ’s day thought that a person afflicted by blindness was a result of their 

own sin or the sin of their parents.  Jesus tells His disciples that this man’s blindness was 

not the result of sin but uses him to show the mighty works of God. 

     Jesus chose to give this man sight, to allow him to see for the first time in his life.  It 

is interesting that Jesus cured the man’s physical blindness by using His own spit to 

make the mud with which He anointed the man’s eyes.  Why didn’t He just use water to 

make mud?  Because, Jesus wanted the Pharisees and everyone there to know that the 

power to give sight belonged to Him alone.  No one could then say that the water, itself, 

had the miraculous power to give sight to the blind. 

     Then, Jesus told the man to go and wash in the waters of Siloam [means sent].  By 

washing in the waters of Siloam, Jesus was preparing this man to see his call to 

discipleship.  Yet, it is not only to the man born blind that Jesus gives sight.  He is also 

willing to give it to us, all we must do, is accept it.  Jesus offers us spiritual sight.  His 

message to us should be clearly seen.  We do not want to be veiled in spiritual blindness, 

like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day; spiritual blindness makes us feel empty, judgmental, 

envious, suspicious, afraid, depressed and lonely.  During Lent, we are making a journey 

of faith, from the blindness of sin to the light of Christ shinning in our lives. 

     Jesus calls us this Lent into His shinning light by opening our hearts to Him.  He 

wants to fill our hearts with His love and grace, so that He can heal our spiritual 

blindness and restore the spiritual sight He gave us in Baptism.  Spiritual sight is feeling 

the presence of Jesus walking beside us.  It is feeling the love of God washing over us.  

Spiritual sight is our growth in faith and trust in Jesus. 

     It begins with making our way closer to Jesus, so that we can give Him the 

opportunity to help us in our need.  This requires a conscious decision on our part.  We 

need to move closer to Jesus by talking to Him and listening to Him through constant 

prayer.  So, we rejoice this Sunday as we move closer to Jesus through constant prayer, 

fasting and works of charity.  This Communion with Christ will allow us help others to 

open their hearts to the light of Christ.  Then we all can say, “I was blind, but now I 
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OPERATIONS 

 

Audiovisual Support:  Chuck Clay, chuck.clay@comcast.net,  

Bereavement Support:  Etoile Hawkins, etoile1706@aol.com 

Food Pantry/St. Vincent DePaul Society:  Rhonda Price, 301-773-0102 or ext 13 

Good Samaritans Ministry: Carolyn Brooks, cbsweet@aol.com  301-379-5944  and 

Evengeline Dyer,  grandmad37@comcast.net  301-390-9392 

RCIA Coordinator: Deacon Steven Nash, snash@stjosephlargo.org  

Repast Ministry:  Burma Hill, burmahill57@aol.com, 240-620-4556  

Social Justice Ministry:  Lisa Smith, lmsmith2103@verizon.net 

Wedding Coordinator: Thelma Lucas, sugarseven@aol.com 

SACRAMENTS�

Infant Baptisms: Parents requesting baptism must be registered active members 

of the Parish. Baptisms are on the last Sunday of each month, after 11 am Mass . Par-

ents may pick up a Baptism Registration Packet from the church office during business 

hours. Participation in Pre�Baptismal Program is required.  �

�

Marriage:  Couples seeking to be married in the Church are to make arrangements 

with the pastor six months to a year in advance of their intended wedding date in or-

der to allow time for the couple to complete marriage preparation. At least one of the 

engaged must be a registered active member of this Church.�

�

Christian Burial:  The family of the registered  deceased should contact Bp.Campbell or 

Fr. Boxie as soon as possible to plan the funeral arrangements. Please contact Mrs. 

Hawkins on the bereavement committee at etoile1706@aol.com .�

�

Anointing of the Sick:  Anointing of the sick is celebrated upon request prior to surgery 

or at the time of illness. Please notify the Parish office of the illness or hospitalization of 

the parishioner.�

�

To Receive the Eucharist: Sick, hospitalized and shut�ins should contact Bernard 

Broadus at bbroadus53@gmail.com to schedule a visit.�

The Bulletin 

Announcements and Inserts for the NEXT bulle�n 

are due in the Church Office on the Monday before 

by 12 noon. The bulle	n is sent to the printer on 

Tuesday morning. Inserts are printed front and 

back and are limited to 2 sheets per bulle	n. Late 

submissions will go into the next bulletin.   

WELCOME TO ST. JOSEPH 

CHURCH 

Our desire is that every member of our par-

ish family encounters Jesus Christ in a very 

personal and life-changing way as they jour-

ney through life within our community.   

That now includes you and we welcome 

you to this very personal, yet communal 

journey of faith as part of our parish fami-

ly.  As you begin the next part of your faith 

journey with us, we encourage you to take 

the steps below:  

 

1.  Get connected and stay up-to-date 

with what's going on here at St. Joseph 

Church.  The Lord is alive and working in 

many ways here which means a lot of 

ministries and events are taking place 

almost every week.  We provide a number 

of ways for you to stay connected with all 

of that.  Read our weekly bulletin and visit 

our website (www.stjoseph-largo.org) to 

keep yourself “in the loop” of happenings 

at the church.   

  

2. Spend time in Adoration.  Adoration is 

every First Friday of each month  all day 

with Benediction  at 7 pm.  Adoration is 

also offered every Tuesday at 6 pm fol-

lowed by Mass at 7 pm. Stop in and expe-

rience the renewing power of being in 

God's presence. Jesus waits for you so he 

can pour his love and mercy into your 

heart.   

  

3. Seek to give in selfless,  self-giving 

ways.  God has given you gifts to share in 

helping the Church build the kingdom and 

accomplish her mission. Seek the guid-

ance of the Holy Spirit to help you discern 

where you are meant to serve. Check out 

our Ministries and Organizations at the 

Welcome table in the foyer. Pray, discern, 

then take that leap of faith and get en-

gaged in the life of the parish.   

 

4.  Complete the parish registration 

form (you can obtain one at the Wel-

come Table) before you leave .   Let us 

know you are here so we can properly 

welcome you!  

 

WELCOME AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU 

AND YOUR FAMILY.  

 LIFE IN THE SPIRIT  

Prayer meetings are 

held the 2nd and 4th 

Thursdays of every 

month at 7:00 pm in 

(Cr 1)...Join us! 



THURSDAY 4th 

8:15 am Mass in Rectory 

• 7pm– Knights of Columbus (RR) 

• 7 pm– Music Dept. 

• 7 pm– SVdP (Clr 3) 
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ACTIVE PARISHIONER STATUS 

AN “ACTIVE MEMBER OF THIS  

PARISH IS ONE WHO: 

•  Is properly registered and on 

the parish rolls with names, ad‐

dresses, children, & phone num‐

bers up�to�date�

• Faithfully attends Mass on 

weekends and Holy Days of Obli‐

gation.�

• Participates in the activities & 

ministries of the parish�

• Uses the parish printed enve‐

lope system, online giving or  

puts  a check  in a filled out enve‐

lope as a means of verification of  

attendance.  Being anonymous 

(just dropping money into the 

basket) does not count toward 

active participation.    Neither 

do BLANK envelopes! �

Our Parish  family’s Weekly offering        

16,911.64 (03/24/19)     

Our average weekly parish expenses for 

February 2019  

 $26,908.65 

Our Offertory last week was,  

 63 % of Expenses  

Faith Direct for Feb. 2019  $6,870.78 

Last Week’s A�endance = 1137�

PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT JOSEPH  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  IN YOUR  ESTATE  

PLANNING 

We	thank	all	who	contribute	regu-

larly	and	generously	to	the	support	

of	our	Parish.�

Please use your envelopes, 

And fill them out completely.  All you have 

to do is include your offering and write the 

amount on the envelope.  REMEMBER, mon-

ey/checks do not stay together with the enve-

lopes so if there’s no information or amount 

on the envelope you used you may not be 

getting proper acknowledgement for your 

offering.  Anonymous giving does not help to 

establish you as an active church participant.  

Your tax deductible offerings are based on 

the information on your envelopes.  Fill out 

checks and envelopes BEFORE the 

Mass starts!  

If you are registered and not receiving 

your envelopes contact the office to verify 

correct  names and/or change your ad-

dress. 

“Whoever		sows		sparingly	will	also	

reap	sparingly,	and	whoever	sows	

bountifully	will	also	reap	bountiful-

ly...for	God	loves	a	cheerful	giver.					

”2	Corinthians	6	�7		�

Our Church Home 

Please remember this is Gods’ house 

and you should NOT bring food or drink 

into it. Treat it with the care and respect 

that it deserves.  If you feel that you are 

an exception and above the rules of re-

spect, then DO NOT leave cookie 

crumbs, potato chip crumbs, wrappers, 

bags  or water bottles  on the seats or on 

the floor of the church as proof of your 

disrespect.  Whatever you brought   in, 

take it and any trash you made with you 

when you leave.  

ST. JOSEPH’S MEMORIAL WALL 

 Would you like to honor a deceased 

member of your family?  St. Joseph 

Bereavement Support Ministry is tak-

ing applications for deceased mem-

bers of St. Joseph’s Parish to be 

added to the Memorial Wall.  For appli-

cations and more information, call San-

dra James, 301 773-3196, or Etoile de 

Hawkins, 301 336-0284.  You may also 

call the church secretary, Karen Mar-

shall, at Church Office, 301 773-4838 

ext. 10 

 Church Calendar for the Week 

SUNDAY  31st 

 8:30 am— 11 am —6 pm 

 

• 8:30 am — 2nd Scrutiny 

TUESDAY  2nd  

8:15 am Mass in Rectory 

 

• 4 pm—Grow Our own Musicians 

• 7-7:30 pm—Cantors & Musicians 

• 7:30 pm– Relig. Ed. (all rms) 

 FRIDAY 5th 

First Friday 

8:15 Mass in church /Stations of the Cross /

adoration/ Benediction& Stations 

•  7 pm– Stations of the Cross followed by 

Lenten Reflections 

MONDAY April 1st 

8:15 am Mass in Rectory  

• 4 pm—Grow Our own Musicians 

• 6pm– NAMI Family-to-Family (Clr2) 

• 7 pm– Music Dept. 

WEDNESDAY 3rd 

8:15 am Mass in Rectory 

 

• 10 am– Senior Line Dancing 

• 4 pm—Grow Our Own  Musicians  

• 7 pm—RCIA (Clrm 1) 

• 7pm– Gospel Choir (RR) 

 SATURDAY 6th 

First Saturday  

 8:15 am Mass in chapel ~ 5 pm Vigil Mass 

• 7am– Mens’ Ministry (Clrm 2) 

• 9 am –Religious Ed 

• 10:30 am—Youth Choir   

• 11 am– Knights of Columbus Kite Flying 

• 5 pm– Anointing of the Sick 

Save the Date 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

St. Joseph Health Fair  

and Symposium 

From 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

In the Rosemont Room 

Sponsored by 

Social Justice-Social Concerns Ministry 

Church Notice 

Now that we are well into the Lenten season, 

and Easter is just around the corner, attendance 

is increasing and parking is becoming extremely 

limited.  If you arrive late (after the Mass has 

started) it is highly possible that the church park-

ing lot and the church will be full . In which case, 

the duty of the Hospitality Ministers to direct 

ALL latecomers to the overflow room in Rose-

mont B.  Please refrain from raising voices and 

quietly move to the Rosemont Room.  Standing 

in the foyer is not an option, it is against the 

fire code and the area must be kept clear.  We 

appreciate your diligence in observing and re-

specting our Mass times.   

How many words can you make from the 

word: 

L A E T A R E (lay-TAR-ay) 

Laetare Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Lent 

and is a day of celebration and rejoicing.  



Please Pray for the Sick and shut-in... 

Walter Alexander, Shelia Anderson, Agnes Bell,  Theresa Bowser, Rachel Brewer, Margaret Brooks, Norah Brown, Natika Brown, Virginia Brust, Edwin-

da Castleberry, Alberta Christian, Bernadette Crawford, Anna Ferdinand, Mary Fletcher, Desiree Graves, Thelma Harrison, Destin Ikwubuo, Evelyn 

Johnson, Annette Keizer, Mark Landry Sr, Mark Landry Jr, Gabrielle Landry, Robin Landry,  Rufina Lebi, Florence & Thomas McDaniels Sr., Barbara 

Marshall, James Marshall, Kathleen Mitchell, Nancy Mooney, Floyd Mucker, Fr.Everett Pearson, Paul Newman, Claudette Randall, Charles Ratcliffe, 

Barbara Reece-Jones, Miriam Ross, Teresa Ross, Sheryl Sanders, Darlene Shirley, James Shorter, Jennie Smith, Carol Steiner, William ”Billy” Tolbert, 

Erma Torney, Frances Tyler, John & Joan Woody    

And  the  Recently Deceased:  
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 ...for Next Week  Please report at least 30 

minutes before your Mass so that you are 

properly prepared. 

Readings for the Week of   

March 31, 2019 

Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-

4, 6-7, 8, 11 [8a]/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 

13:1-9  

Monday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8b-

9, 10, 11 [8a, 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 

and 7bc, 8-9 [6a]/Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15

-16, 19-20 [12a]/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-

9 [8]/Lk 11:14-23 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 

10-11ab, 14 and 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 

12:28-34 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20

-21ab [cf. Hos 6:6]/Lk 18:9-14 �

.Sunday 8:30 Mass:   

  11:00 Mass:   

    6:00 Mass    

 Monday 8:15 Mass:   

• Tuesday 8:15 Mass   

• 7:00pm Mass:   

• Wednesday 8:15 Mass:    

• Thursday 8:15 Mass:   

• Friday 8:15 Mass: Tjon Quash   B’day 

• Saturday   5:00 Vigil:  

 

Mass Inten	ons are made in the 

Church Office during regular business 

hours.  We no longer accept bookings 

for one name for several days in suc-

cession.   An offering is usually $10 

cash per date. �

April	6&7�

	Lectors: 

5:00 pm Sat.– Etoile & Vernon Hawkins 

8:30 am— Sodality 

11 am– Brittany Linus/Chinemelum Nwabineli 

6 pm—  Garveyette Brown/Cassie Perry 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:   

5:00 pm Sat.— Team   C  

8:30 am - Team   Sodality    

11 am — Team    H 

 Altar Servers   

5:00 pm Sat.—  Team      

8:30 am Sun.— Team       

11 am — Team      

6 pm–  

Pick up a Rice Bowl in the foyer, Fill it with cash, 

a check or coins, Return the bowls by �

Palm Sunday�

A Prayer of Surrender 

Father, I abandon myself into your 

hands; do with me what you will. 

Whatever you may do, I thank you: I am 

ready for all, I accept all. 

Let only yur will be done in me, and in all 

your creatures—I wish no more than 

this, O Lord. 

Into your hands I commend my soul; I 

offer it to you with all the love in my 

heart, for I Love you, Lord, and so need 

to give myself, to surrender myself into 

your hands without reserve, and with 

boundless confidence, for you are my 

Father. Amen  

 

Come Fly a Kite with the 

Knights of Columbus 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 

At 

11:30 am to 1:00 pm on the 

St. Joseph Parking Lot 

Don’t have a kite, we’ll give 

you one! 

Food ~ Fun ~ Music 

For more information call: 

Alan Davis: 301-808-8009 

Phil Beauboeuf: 240-353-1460 

James C. Fletcher,Jr  

Council 11422 
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LIVE THE LITURGY - 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Today is Laetare Sunday, or Rejoicing Sun-

day, a time of rejoicing at the midpoint of 

our Lenten observances. In the midst of our 

season of penance, today provides an op-

portunity to express our joy as we journey 

along to Easter.  

Hunger is an ever-present 

reality in our community. 

Local food pantries are 

experiencing a great de-

mand for food. To help 

replenish supplies, Catho-

lic Charities and the Archdiocese of Washington 

together are sponsoring the Lenten Food Drive. 

Our parish collection for the food drive will take 

place the weekend of March 30-31. Bags for your 

donations will be provided in advance.  If you 

prefer to make a monetary donation, place cash 

or a check made payable to “Catholic Charities” in 

an envelope marked LENTEN FOOD DRIVE in 

the collection basket. Please be generous with 

your contribution.  Thank you for all you do to 

help the needy among us. 

 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

The Light is on for You:  Every Wednesday Evening at  from 6:30 pm-8 pm 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Every Friday after the 8:15am mass in the Church AND every Friday at 

7pm 

FRIDAY LENTEN REFLECTIONS:  Every Friday following the Stations of the Cross at 7pm 

SCRUTINIES 

SECOND – March 31

st

 – 8:30am Mass – 4

TH

 SUNDAY OF LENT 

THIRD – April 7

th

 – 11:00am Mass – 5

TH

 SUNDAY OF LENT 

                            

SOLEMNITIES 

FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION – Monday, March 25

th

 Masses: 8:15am & 7pm  

(NOT a Holy day of Obligation) 

 

ANOINTING OF SICK WITHIN MASS – 5

TH

 SUNDAY OF LENT – April 6

th

 – 5pm Mass 

                                                                    

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

PALM SUNDAY – April 14

th

 – Masses at 5pm (vigil), 8:30am, 11:00am, and 6pm  

CHRISM MASS – Holy Monday, April 15

th

 – 7pm at the Cathedral of St. Matthew 

PARISH PENANCE SERVICE – Holy Wednesday, April 17

th

 – 7pm 

HOLY THURSDAY MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER – April 18

th

 – 7pm Mass  

(followed by Repose of the Blessed Sacrament) 

GOOD FRIDAY/VENERATION OF THE CROSS – APRIL 19

th 

– 7pm  

HOLY SATURDAY VIGIL MASS OF THE RESURRECTION – April 20

th

 – 7:30pm  

EASTER SUNDAY – April 21

st

 – Masses at 6:30am, 8:30am, and 11am  

(No 6pm Mass)           

       We are getting ready 

to create a new St. Joseph 

Church Photo Directory and 

we need you to help make it 

complete! Our Directory will 

showcase our families, min-

istries, organizations, pro-

vide contact information, and become a use-

ful resource to keep us connected.  

      The taking of family portraits for the Di-

rectory will commence in May. Therefore, 

starting next week, after each Mass, in St. 

Joseph’s West Wing, you may review the 

schedule, pick a time slot that works best for 

you and sign up for your professional photog-

raphy session here at St. Joseph. By partici-

pating, you will receive one FREE 8 by 10 

family portrait and a printed version of the 

new Directory. You will also be offered the 

opportunity to purchase additional photos and 

frames. 

      The last St. Joseph Church Directory was 

completed in 2009, it has served us well. 

With your participation, so too will our 2019 

Directory. We need your help to make it com-

plete! Thank You! 

The annual Jubilarian Mass will be held 

Sunday, June 16, 2019 at 2:00pm at the 

Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception honoring cou-

ples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 

and 51+ years of marriage this year. 

Personalized certificates will be distrib-

uted after the Mass. 

Please pick up a registration form in the 

foyer, fill it our completely and RETURN 

the completed form to the CHURCH 

OFFICE NO LATER THAN APRIL 

24th. The forms must be entered online 

and sent by 12 noon on the 26th of 

April.    

 

The Good Samaritans Annual Diaper Drive 

April 28—May 26 

We’re collecting Diapers of all sizes, Wipes, 

and Formula. NO clothes or Toys. 

Please place your donation in the box in the 

foyer 
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301-577-9455  
9455 LANHAM SEVERN RD., LANHAM, MD

J.B. JENKINS FUNERAL HOME
7474 Landover Road, Landover, MD. 20785

301-322-2300

CHILD DAY CARE
Peaches ‘n Cream 

Child Development & Infant Center
(NAEYC Accredited) National Association

for the Education of Young Children
356 Eastern Ave., N.E, Washington, D.C. 

(At the Seat Pleasant line)
(202) 398-7200

Family Owned & Operated
Stewart Funeral Home, Inc.

(202) 399-3600
4001 Benning Rd., NE

Washington, DC
www.StewartFuneralHome.com

Pre-Arrangement Services Available

SINCE
1900

Beall Funeral Home
www.beallfuneral.com

(301) 805-5544
Family Owned & Operated

Pre-Need Planning
Complete Funeral & Cremation Services
6512 N.W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S), Bowie

B

LOWEST PRICE AUTO SERVICE
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

LONG HO
Master Auto Technician

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4pm • Sunday Closed

2201 Brightseat Road
Hyattsville, MD 20785

301-277-0469 • 301-779-1818

Robert E. Evans Funeral Home
Care and kindness from 

professionals you can trust.

301-464-8836
Fax 301-464-3631

16000 Annapolis Rd. Bowie, MD

12150 Annapolis Road, Suite 208
Glenndale, Maryland 20769

Phone: (301) 218-0398
Fax: (301) 218-0040

6130 Oxon Hill Road, Suite 202
Oxon Hill, Maryland 20745

Phone: (301) 567-7776
Fax: (301) 839-6128

If you are seeking high-quality pediatric-care for your 
children, we are the #1 choice because we love what  
we do. Our patients receive exceptional medical care  

by well-experienced, qualified Pediatricians, and  
Physician Assistants, and a staff ready to serve you!

We are devoted to providing exceptional quality of care,
 from the tiniest newborns to young people age 21. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us:
Mary Ogunsanya MD, FAAP

Maryland Children Health Center
OFFICE LOCATIONS:

Draperies, Blinds, Shades & More
No worries. Shop at home.

Call 301-352-2557 
for your appointment.

www.bestblindsdesign.com
Parishioner

P.O. Box 325, Glenn Dale, MD 20769

Contact Lois Gerber to place an ad today! 
lgerber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6331 

Bring Your Bulletin In and Get a 10" Single 
Topping Pizza and a Fountain Drink 
ALL FOR ONLY $800 SUNDAYS ONLY 

Daily Delivery via 
Uber Eats and Grub Hub
Coupon offer not valid via delivery.

9201 Woodmore Centre Drive • Unit 410 Lanham, MD  20706
1000PizzaEvents@gmail.com 

Add up to 4 per coupon

 Sheila B. Hood REALTOR® 

 “I will go the extra mile for you.”
   Cell 301-318-5416  Office 301-868-0500 x590
  sheilabutlerhood@yahoo.com   
  www.exitlandmarkmd.com
  8222 SCHULTZ RD, SUITE 100, CLINTON, MD 20735  
 EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

BHG
Boutique
authentic African apparel

Westfield Mall • Store # 2610
 2002 Annapolis Mall Road • Annapolis MD 21401

bhgboutique.com
301-637-3376 • 301-637-2444

Thanks to the guidance, love and support of their foster 
families, these teens are growing toward a healthy, 

responsible adulthood.
Learn how you can help a child grow!

Call today to learn more about foster parenting or for the 
date of our next information session - 301-429-2370

Foster Care Makes a Difference

VISIT ONLINE 
concern4kids.org


