St Joseph Catholic Church
2020 St Joseph Drive, Largo Maryland, 20774

301-773-4838 Fax 301-773-6832 Website: www.stjoseph-largo.org

Sunday October 15, 2023 ~ The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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From t/ie $l$/i0p s Pen... Tell those invited: ‘Behold, I have prepared my banquet, come to the feast.

In today’s Gospel parable, Jesus likens the kingdom of heaven to a king giving a wedding banquet for his son. The king is
God. His home is the kingdom of heaven. He invited His chosen guests, the people of Israel, to enter and join in His feast.
The feast celebrates the marriage and salvation of God and man through His Son’s incarnation, suffering, death, and res-
urrection.

When the invited guests ignored the King’s invitation, He invited anyone around to come to His feast. These are the peo-
ple of the New Covenant, who would become the Church, the Body of Christ. However, even these “new” guests who ac-
cepted the King’s invitation each had to be properly dressed to attend such a sumptuous banquet.

In the kingdom of heaven, the proper dress for any invited guest is a pure, sinless soul. A spotless soul is the only accepta-
ble garment for an invited guest to wear in the presence of the King of heaven.

For us, the meaning is the same. Each of us has received our invitation to the kingdom of heaven through our Baptism.
However, to stay in the kingdom, we must dress our souls properly. Our souls, cleansed through Baptism, must be dressed
properly by living the new Commandment of Love — for God and for each other.

Our wedding garment is composed of repentance and the good deeds that our Lord commands us to live as members of His
Kingdom, the Body of Christ. We cannot live by just the letter of the law, but by the spirit of the law. If we do not, we will
not remain in the kingdom of heaven, just as the guest, without the proper wedding attire, was thrown out into the cold.

Our place in the kingdom of God is earned with good deeds that help others, not with simply good intentions that we never
put into action.

— Bishop Roy Campbell
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Holidays and Holy Days vincentvu@stjosephlargo.org
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(Please make appointments for private meetings)




PARISH STAFF

Cherry Neal
Parish Office Manager
cneal@stjosephlargo.org - ext 24
Karen Marshall
Parish Secretary
kmarshall@stjosephlargo.org - ext 10
Loraine Hayling
Financial Services;
lhayling@stjosephlargo.org - ext 14
Stephen Joy
Facilities Manager
sjoy@stjosephlargo.org - ext 16
Religious Education
religioused@stjosephlargo.org - ext 15

SuPPORT MINISTRIES

Audiovisual Support:

Chuck Clay
chuck.clay@conicast.net

Altar Servers:

Deacon Kyle Simon
ksimon(@stjosephlargo.org

Bereavement Support:
Etoile Hawkins

etoile1706@aol.com
Eucharistic Ministry:
Bernard Brodus
bbroadus53@gmail.com

Food Pantry/St. Vincent DePaul Society:
Rhonda Burriss or Pam White
301-773-0102 ext 13
Good Samaritans Ministry:

Kelly Hamilton
kellyhamilton2(@gmail.com 202-345-5446
Arleen Jeter
apj24@msn.com 301-518-8139

RCIA Coordinator:
Deacon Steven Nash
snash@stjosephlargo.org
Wedding Coordinator:
Thelma Lucas
sugarseven@aol.com

Youth Ministry:
Beverly Dandridge fnptraveler6@gmail.com

To The St Joseph Catholic Church Community

Our desire is that every member of our parish family encounters Jesus Christ in a very
personal and life-changing way as they journey through life within our community.

That now includes you and we welcome you to this very personal, communal journey of
faith as part of our parish family. As you begin the next part of your faith journey with
us, we encourage you to check in at the Welcome Table and complete the parish regis-
tration form. You may also get the form from a Hospitality minister. Stay connected
with the St Joseph Community through our Website, Facebook and FlockNote. God has
given you gifts to share in helping the Church build the kingdom and accomplish her
mission. Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help you discern where you are meant to
serve. When we fully reopen, please check out our Ministries and Organizations at the
Welcome Table or our Website. Pray, discern, then take that leap of faith and get en-
gaged in the life of the parish.

LET US KNOW YOU ARE HERE SO WE CAN PROPERLY WELCOME YOU!

Welcome and May God Bless you and your family.

Please use your offertory envelopes, and fill them out
completely. Enclose your check or cash in your offertory
envelope and write the amount on the envelope. As a
reminder money/checks do not stay together with the
envelopes so if there’s no information or amount on the envelope you may not receive
proper acknowledgement for your offering. If you choose to send in your Church enve-
lopes by mail or drop them off at the Church, please do so. Your tax deductible offer-
ings are based on the information on your envelopes. We have also set-up

Online Giving through Faith Direct, which is an easy, simple, and secure way to
continue supporting the ministry and mission of our parish. We had to make a num-
ber of decisions regarding our current Church staff because we are unable to collect
our regular offertory. Please go to the link: https:/www.stjoseph-largo.org/online-
giving to sign-up for Faith Direct, make a contribution, and to view a video about
enrollment and have your questions answered about online giving.

PARISH TITHING AND

CONTRIBUTIONS

We thank all who contribute regularly and generously
to the support of our Parish

Mass Intentions are made in the Church Office
At gi e VB MV (I (uring regular business hours or may be given to
Hospitality Minister after the Sunday Masses. You will be contacted if the date request-
ed is not available. Bookings for one name for several days in succession will not be
accepted. An offering is $10.00 CASH per date / per envelope. Mass intentions are
acknowledged at the Sunday and daily Masses. Mass intentions must be received in
the office by Monday 9:00 am to be included in the bulletin for the next week.

Our Parish Family’s Weekly Offering

$ N/A October 8, 2023

Our average weekly parish expenses for
August 2023 - $16,541.00

Our Offertory last week was N/A %
of Expenses

Faith Direct: August 2023 - 322,839.92

Last Week'’s Attendance Total:
Sunday Masses - 799

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the NEXT bulletin are due in the Church Office on
Monday by 12:00 noon. The bulletin is sent to the printer on Tuesday morning.
Late submissions will go into the next bulletin.

CoMMUNION CALLS / HOME VISITS

The Eucharistic Ministry is available for communion calls and home visits

If you or someone you know is homebound but would like to receive communion
on a regular basis, contact the parish office (301-773-4838) to schedule a visit.
Monday through Friday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
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St Joseph Catholic Church ~ Calendar for this Week

Sunday October 15, 2023
TWENTY-EIGHT SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Masses
8:00 am, 10:00 am and 12:00 pm

10:00 AM MASS LIVE STREAMED

Monday October 16, 2023
ST. HEDWIG, RELIGIOUS;
ST. MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE, VIRGIN

Daily Mass - 8:30 am

MASSES / OBSERVANCES AND CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Tuesday October 17, 2023
ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH,
BisHOP AND MARTYR

Daily Mass - 8:30 am

Exposition / Adoration - 6:00 pm
Benediction - 6:30 pm

Wednesday October 18, 2023
ST. LUKE, EVANGELIST

Daily Mass - 8:30 am

Thursday October 19,2023

ST1S. JOHN DE BREBEUF AND

Isaac JOGUES, PRIESTS, AND
COMPANIONS, MARTYRS

Daily Mass - 8:30 am

Friday October 20, 2023
ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS, PRIEST

Daily Mass - 8:30 am

Exposition / Adoration
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MORNING MASS
Benediction - 9:30 am

Saturday October 21, 2023

Confession / Reconciliation
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm

Next Sunday
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH

Sunday October 15
Sodality - Rosary before all
Masses (CH)

SJCC Gospel Choir
(CL2) 9:00 am

SJCATF - Choir Practice
(CL2) 10:30 am

RCIA Class (CLR 1)
12:00 pm

Knights Sunday (CH)
12:00 Mass

Monday October 16
RCIA Class (Virtual)
7:00 pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/

/815334870377
pwd=YTRhbke3Y1NCdlcvd

2YwZERmcXhUUT09

Tuesday October 17
African and Friends Choir
Rehearsal (CL2) 7:00 pm

Thursday October 19
Beginner Line Dancing
(RR) 12:30 pm
St Joseph Sodality -Pray
the Rosary - (Virtual) 5:00
pm Call in number (848)
220-3100 Conference ID:
06241954+#
Cantor Rehearsal (CH)
5:30 pm
SJCC Gospel Choir
November Concert
Rehearsal (CL2) 7:00 pm
SJCAF-Charismatic Group
(CL1) 7:00 pm
KC - Council Meeting (RR)
7:00 pm
SVDP Meeting (CLR 3)
7:00 pm

Friday October 20
Funeral Mass -

Ms. Carolyn Richardson
11:00 am

THis WEEK AT THE PARISH
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Daily Readings for the Week
Week of October 15, 2023

Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
(6¢d)/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/ Mt 22:1-14
or 22:1-10

Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
Lk 11:29-32

Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk
11:37-41

Wednesday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11,
12-13, 17-18/Lk 10:1-9

Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4,
5-6ab/Lk 11:47-54

Friday: Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11/
Lk 12:1-7

Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9,
42-43/1Lk 12:8-12

Next Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-
8, 9-10 (7b)/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21

or Ot Youm e

Sharing the Gospel
Imagine your father invited 200 children

and adults to your birthday party. He sent a
limousine to pick them up, but they would
not come. They tore up the car and beat up
the driver. So your father sent a bus to the
nearest children's home and homeless shel-
ter. The bus took everyone to the party.
Each person had a great time. How we act
on earth gets us ready to go to God's party
in heaven.

Prayer
Holy Spirit, help me to be ready for the big

party in heaven.

Something to Draw
Draw everyone having a fun eating and

playing at your birthday party.

Mission for the Week
Every day I will say, "Here I am, Lord.
How may I help you?"
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Please Pray for the Sick and Shut-in...

Gerry Anderson, Agnes Bell, Carla Amorim, Melody Atkinson, Randy Belt, Veronica Blakeney, Rachel Brewer, Eleanor Brooks, Maxine
Brown, Virginia Brust, , Renee Burroughs, Paula Butler, Tanesha Butler, Fr. Michael Bryant, Angela & Wick Cartwright, Alberta Chris-
tian, Angela Clark, Chuck Clay, Angella Coker, Herman Davis, James Doe, Gregory Eades, Verna Etheredge, Tammy Flarisee, Mary E.
Fletcher, Larry & Evelyn Frelow, Gina Geron, James Gant, Regina Gary, Maureen Gramby, Agnes Grayson, Catherine & Jennifer Gresh-
am, Juanita Grillo, Kimberly Grimes, Mable Helm, Eva Henson, Sheila Hinton, Doris Hite, Luis Howell, Mark Humphrey, Cathy Jackson,
Gwen Jarman, Demetrius Jackson, Katie Jackson, Melvin James, Joseph Jennifer, Lyell Johnson, Roland Joyner, Duke Kelly, Mark Sr/ Mark
Jr & Gabrielle Landry, Alton Ernest Lewis, Henrietta Long, Karee Lucas, Sadie Malveaux, Barbara Marshall, Maria Marshall, Marilyn Mar-
shall, Leondre Massey, Anthony Mc Donald, Carlos Menefee, Kathleen Mitchell, Nancy Mooney, Jean Neal, Madga Nelson, Paul New-

man, Ronald Nickens , Gail Norris, Cynthia Obedike, LaTanya Pelt, Larry Peters, , Claudette Randall, Barbara Reece-Jones, Danielle
Rhodes, Irene Richmond, Miriam Ross, Teresa Ross, Ronald G. Sanders, Sheryl Sanders, Marcia Savoy, Thomas W. Scott, Carolyn & Wil-
liam Scriber, Virginette Scott, Dana Chapman-Sewell, Lucille Shaw, Madeline Stillwell, Lucille Swann, Candice Taylor, Kenneth Taylor,
Carolyn Thrash, Lamont Wade, William "Billy” Tolbert, Erma Torney, Frances Tyler, Nicholas Walter, Cecilia Whittaker, Darryll Wilcots,
Leon Williams, Paula Wynn Michael Younger,

And the Recently Deceased:
Carolyn Richardson
Eternal Rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
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INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Is it Right to Sue?

The goodness and mercy of God are gifts He wants to share with each
one of us, but we have to be ready to receive them. Let’s be prepared || Question:
for whatever the Lord will ask of us this week.
Is it right to sue someone? Isn't it a way of getting revenge?

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK - FOR YOUR REFLECTION

Answer:
First Reading e e , .
The prophet Isaiah speaks of a future when God will be fully present, || Revenge is inflicting harm for harm's sake, the idea of an eye
and we will experience complete joy. What gives you hope for the for aneye, a tooth’ forva tooth, and then some. There is often a
future? fine line between justice and mercy, between compensation

and forgiveness. Unfortunately, things can happen to us that
cause harm, suffering, and damage, regardless of people's

.geclonltli Read{?h the Philippians that dl £ his ci ¢ intentions. When someone is hurt, especially in such a way
aul shares wi ¢ Phulippians that regarc/ess ot his cireumstances, that special care or treatment is required, the cost of that care

he has learned to draw strength and gratitude from his faith in Jesus. .
How does your faith sustain you in good times and bad times? needs to be paid.

In a perfect world, those with special needs, handicaps, or
disabilities would find the help and care they need, including
those who are injured or hurt. But justice is not always forth-
coming, and people are not always fair. So, using the legal
system to right a wrong is sometimes the only option.

Gospel Reading
Jesus’s parable of the wedding feast offers a warning to be open to

God’s invitation to answer His call. How do you stay open to God’s
presence in your life?

CATHOLIC TRIVIA — DID YOU KNOW? In some cases, it is the only way that people can get the help
Ouestion: they need and deserve. However, frivolous lawsuits, or
. i g ey : . 'fishing for money' is not only unfair, but immoral as well.
Which clergymen are called by the ecclesiastical title “His Holiness”? || The law is there to protect people and making use of it when
necessary is a good thing.

Answer:
(a) Popes (b) Bishops (c) Archbishops (d) Cardinals

SEE PAGE 5 FOR ANSWER




Sunday October 15, 2023 ~The Twenty- Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ PAGE 5

The Month of October is...

NATIONAL DOMESTIC
~ VIOLENCE AWARENESS
‘w‘ MONTH

It Shouldn’t Hurt at Home. The Catholic
community cares about families experi-
encing violence and unhealthy relation-
ships. Visit www.Catholicsfor Family
Peace.org to learn more about this issue,
how to help, who to call, and the rich
Catholic teaching that supports survivors.

Call the National Domestic Violence Hotline

1 (800) 799-7233

To learn more about domestic violence visit The Rosary will be prayed before all
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace Sunday and weekday Masses
during the month of October
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The Salnt Joseph Gospel Cholr’'s
03rd Anniversary Celebration

AL HALI.OW’S EVE
Saint’s Celebration

More than “Trick or Treat™

Children Ages 5 16

A .l . Parents Must Accompany Children
- Come Dressed As Your Favorite Saint Or

Hero. Heroine Or Role Model
GATHm[NM Prizes Ireats Food
OF"GRAC I—;a Saturday, 28" October
Viass: S pm, Party: 6:30 - 8:30
ol St Joseph Catholic Church
2020 St. Joseph Drive
Largo, Marviand 20774
November 5, 2023 | 5:00 pm e teacs € Fioichen T Coumeit 11433 - Kevighes of Cotumbmn
2020 St. Joseph’s Drive, Upper Marlboro, Md
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THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Saturday October 21

e Religious Ed Classes (CH, RR, All Classrooms) 10:00 am - !
e SVDP - Food Distribution (WW) RESERVATION REQUIRED o —
THANK IVIN A &
e Altar Server Training (CLR 3 and CH) 3:00 pm o >0 G MASS
. . . - h d
*  Sodality Meeting (CL1) 3:00 pm Ny~ THEME: f::’,:;:;g;;’;'gg helord. N
e Cantor Rehearsal for Vigil Mass (CL2) 3:30pm) PSALM 116: 12
Sun. November 26th 12.00pm Mass
- KEYNOTE SPEECH i,
CATHOLIC TRIVIA - DID YOU KNOW? O S S0 CATHOLIC CHURCH. LARGO. MO+
CELEBRATION & RECEPTION AFTER MASS IN THE ROSEMONT ROOM
You are correct if you answered  (a) Popes only s e R A s e




SEPTEMBER IS LIFE INSURANCE

LOWEST PRICE AUTO SERVICE Ole @My AWARENESS MONTH
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC ‘ MARYLAND CHILDREN f Lif;el:sll;r:,nac"i is the last thing
U {HEALTH CENTER | B oy,

LONG HO
Master Auto Technician
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm

Sat. 8am-4pm Sunday Closed
2201 Brightseat Road
Hyattsville, MD 20785

301-277-0469 » 301-779-1818

f
Y "
'\ - debilitating health issue or

DP ¢ 'C; are

passes away
LETME HELP YOU &

Mirabel Tandafor - Parishioner

Dr. Kevin Granger Licensed Financial Professiondl

Contact me for a free review and quote today
301-339-4426 | 301-825-2646

We Provide The Following Services:

R o) ‘s, . A
If you are seeking high-quality pediatric-care for your children, we are the #1
choice because we love what we do. Our patients receive exceptional medical FULL MOUTH REHABILITATION
care by well qualified P ( and Physician Assistants, °
ot alafed daicars n SEDATION DENTISTRY « IMPLANTS

((;/I)lré(‘// % ((g/'(///r/ ~,Z7//(’/(//e:%’/’//()
Care and kindness from
ke bl Bone Grafting * PRP S
Beall Funeral Home Mary Oguhsanya WD, FAP Crowns/Bridges ¢ Extractions w
M G01) 8055544 B (301) 249-3333
Pro-Neod Planning - On-Site Crematory e aants | O et 1211 Enterprise Rd. | Mitchellville, MD 3}5)1;3161;%&;;6
SN Sty G 503 B || en | “iom* || wowenterprisesmiles.com || saon Anmapotis . Bowie

J.B. JENKINS FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1474 Lantlover Roa(l, Lan(lover, MD. 20785

301-322-2300

ole]iglol[[eIpglel(egll|| Jumotek
Maryland

Healthcare Services

Compassionate Quality L
Home Healthcare
Phone: 240-476-2696
Email: secretary@jumotek.com
Website: www.jumotek.com
Dr. Monica Ugbaja, Administrator
License No.: R5174

"AUTO SERVICE

7594 ANNAPOLIS ROAD, LANHAM, MD 20706

proctorsforeignquto@gmail.com CatholicMatch.com/MD
proctorsforeignauto.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT ON TUESDAYS = PARISHIONER O
e 3 _ 'f"l Strong in service” &
301-577-2133 |[EPe 3

PROCTOR’S FOREIGN AUTO - I /’f v
HAS BEEN SERVICING THE : yeclaere
.

LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 35 YEARS!!

FUNERAL HOME, PA

Our Services: Medication Management - Psychotherapy
Depression - Anxiety - OCD - Schizophrenia - Bipolar Disorder

Dementia - ADHD - PTSD - Suboxone Treatment ;
Let's Stop the Stigma Today... Y4 /

¥Bosede Adeleye John Adeleye
4 PMHNP-BC PMHNP-BC

*AHC

11 Amazing
Healthcare
Cliniec

Discover Extraordinary Senior Living

Visit the Sky Bridge at Town Center in dynamic Upper Marlboro for a sneak
peek of the newest, state-of-the-art community with new residences and
enriching opportunities coming soon in Independent Living, Assisted Living,
and Memory Care.

Call 240-509-3912 to schedule your private consultation today.
Now is the time - we're accepting priority deposits.

The Sky Bridge Leasing Gallery: 400 Sky Bridge Drive, Suite 107 = Upper Marlboro, MD 20774
The Arch Community: 400-450 Sky Bridge Drive = Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 _) THE SKY B RIDGE

The Parc Community (under construction): 360 Sky Bridge Drive = Upper Marlboreo, MD 20774 AT TOWN CENTEF

skybridgetowncenter.watermarkcommunities.com A WATERMARK RETIREMENT COMM

55+ « INDEPENDENT LIVING = ASSISTED LIVING = MEMORY CARE -
35838 T

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com St. Joseph, Largo, MD 03-0764



