St Joseph Catholic Church
2020 St Joseph Drive, Largo Maryland, 20774

301-773-4838 Fax 301-773-6832 Website: www.stjoseph-largo.org

Sunday December 24, 2023 ~ The Fourth Sunday of Advent

From t/ie $l$/i0p ’S Pen... “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son.”

“Keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ that the blessed and only ruler
will make manifest at the proper time, the King of kings and Lord of lords.” St. Paul wrote these words to Timothy, but they also
reflect the Blessed Virgin Mary'’s fiat in response to the Angel Gabriel.

She, who was conceived without the stain of sin, obeyed God’s command to become the mother of His Son when “Mary said,
‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.”” God told king David of the manifesta-
tion of His Son at the proper time through the prophet Nathan, “I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I
will make his kingdom firm. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. Your house and your kingdom shall endure
forever before me; your throne shall stand firm forever.”

It is God who comes to us, it is God who has decided to build a temple built of living stones; it is God who has decided to abide
within us. God wanted to abide in human flesh. God wanted to abide not only among us but more than that, within us. He went
about building a temple of living stones. From Mary’s flesh God the Son took on human flesh and then died in it to give us a
share in His divine life.

God’s Son could take on human flesh because Mary’s faith was so strong, that it allowed her the freedom to say YES to God
without hesitation. Mary, full of grace, wanted whatever God wanted. She would later say to her cousin Elizabeth, “My soul
proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior.”

Isn’t that the type of faith and obedience that we should have? Mary’s faith and obedience are our examples of belief in God'’s
saving power. Are we preparing this last day of Advent for our Lord’s coming to each of us? Will we be able to proclaim to
each other, what Mary proclaimed to Elizabeth, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my
savior.”’?

>

If we can, then we should constantly pray “Come Lord Jesus.’

— Bishop Roy Campbell
PARISH OFFICE HOURS PASTORAL STAFF MASS SCHEDULE
Iél/fooonday thru Fg;day Pastor Saturday - 5:00 pm
:00 a.m. to 7: .. . . .
P Most Rev. Roy E. Campbell, Jr. Sunday - 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm
rcampbell@stiosephlargo.org
The office is closed for business on:
ALL Weekends Parochial Vicar Daily Mass 8:30 am

Federal Gov't Closings
Holidays and Holy Days

Rev. Vincent Tinh Vu
vincentvu@stjosephlargo.org

Weekly on Tuesday
Phone: (301)773-4838 Exposition / Adoration 6:00 pm
Fax: (301) 773-6832 Benediction 6:45 pm

Deacons
- Evening Mass 7:00 pm
Website: www.stjoseph-largo.org Sm%%ﬂﬁ;;],%g;%’?ﬂdgg{lﬁg
Facebook:;' L}t}:}u;:ﬁzzl;gﬂgk.com/ ri rﬁ)oe};, %?j(ﬁ}ggh‘%%zoonorg Weekly on Friday
- Exposition / Adoration after 8:30 am Mass
Email: parishoffice@stjosephlargo.org Benediction 9:30 am

(Please make appointments for private meetings)
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PARISH STAFF

Cherry Neal
Parish Office Manager
cneal @stjosephlargo.org - ext 24
Karen Marshall
Parish Secretary
kmarshall@stjosephlargo.org - ext 10
Loraine Hayling
Financial Services
lhayling@stjosephlargo.org - ext 14
Stephen Joy
Facilities Manager
sjoy@stjosephlargo.org - ext 16
Religious Education
religioused @stjosephlargo.org - ext 15

SuPPORT MINISTRIES

Audiovisual Support:

k Cl
chuck.gl}agrlc@ cor%}éast.net
Altar Servers:

. Deacon Kyle }mon
ksimon@stjosephlargo.org

Bereavement Support:
Etoile Hawkins

etoile1r706@aol.com
Eucharistic Ministry:
Bernard Brodus
bbroadus53@gmail.com

Food Pantry/

St. Vincent DePaul Society:
Rhonda Burriss or Pam White

301-773-0102 ext 13
Good Samaritans Ministry:
Kelly Hamilton
kellyhamilton2@gmail.com 202-345-5446
Arleen Jeter
apj24@msn.com 301-518-8139
RCIA Coordinator:
Deacon Steven Nash
snash@stjosephlargo.org
Wedding Coordinator:
Thelma Lucas
sugarseven@aol.com
Youth Ministry:
Beverly Dandridge
fnptraveler6@gmail.com

To The St Joseph Catholic Church Community

Our desire is that every member of our parish family encounters Jesus Christ in
a very personal and life-changing way as they journey through life within our
community. That now includes you and we welcome you to this very

personal, communal journey of faith as part of our parish family. As you
begin the next part of your faith journey with us, we encourage you to check in
at the Welcome Table and complete the parish registration form. You may also
get the form from a Hospitality minister. Stay connected with the

St Joseph Community through our Website and Facebook God has given you
gifts to share in helping the Church build the kingdom and accomplish her mis-
sion. Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help you discern where you are
meant to serve. When we fully reopen, please check out our Ministries and Or-
ganizations at the Welcome Table or our Website. Pray, discern, then take that
leap of faith and get engaged in the life of the parish.

LET US KNOW YOU ARE HERE
SO WE CAN PROPERLY WELCOME YOU!

PARISH TITHING AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Please use your offertory envelopes, and fill them out completely. Enclose your
check or cash in your offertory envelope and write the amount on the envelope.

As a reminder money/checks do not stay together with the envelopes so if there is no
information or amount on the envelope you may not receive proper acknowledge-
ment for your offering. If you choose to send in your Church envelopes by mail
or drop them off at the Church, please do so. Your tax deductible offerings are
based on the information on your envelopes. We have also set-up

Online Giving through Faith Direct, which is an easy, simple, and se-
cure way to continue supporting the ministry and mission of our parish. We
had to make a number of decisions regarding our current Church staff be-
cause we are unable to collect our regular offertory. Please go to the link:
https://www.stjoseph-largo.org/online-giving to sign-up for
Faith Direct, make a contribution, and to view a video about enrollment
and have your questions answered about online giving.

Mass Intentions are made in the Church Office

during regular business hours or may be given
to Hospitality Minister after the Sunday Masses. You will be contacted if the
date requested is not available. Bookings for one name for several days in suc-
cession will not be accepted. An offering is $10.00 CASH per date / per enve-
lope. Mass intentions are acknowledged at the Sunday and daily Masses.

Mass intentions must be received in the office by Monday 9:00 am to
be included in the bulletin for the next week.

$ N/A December 17, 2023

November 2023 - $15,504.99

Our Offertory last week was N/A
% of Expenses

Last Week’s Attendance Total:
Sunday Masses - N/A

Our Parish Family’s Weekly Offering

Our average weekly parish expenses for

Faith Direct: November 2023 - $23,614.44

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the NEXT bulletin are due in the Church Office
on Monday by 12:00 noon. The bulletin is sent to the printer on Tuesday
morning.

CoMMUNION CALLS / HOME VISITS

The Eucharistic Ministry is available for communion calls and home visits
If you or someone you know is homebound but would like to receive
communion on a regular basis, contact the parish office (301-773-4838) to
schedule a visit. Monday through Friday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
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St Joseph Catholic Church ~ Calendar for this Week

MASSES / OBSERVANCES AND CHURCH ACTIVITIES Daily Readings for the Week
THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH Week of December 24, 2023

Sunday December 24
e SJCC Gospel Choir
(CLR 2) 9:00 am
e SJCAF - African and
Friends Choir Practice
(CL2) 10:30 am
e Arts and Environment

Sunday December 24, 2023

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Masses 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps
89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29/Rom 16:25-27/Lk
1:26-38

CHRISTMAS EVE
Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm
Caroling - 9:00 pm
Mass at Night - 10:00 pm

Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5,
16-17, 27, 29/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt
1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:
(_CH/ Welcome Area /WW) 1 5 5 5 1712, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
1:30 pm Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti
Monday December 25, 202 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps
ye Wednesday December 27 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18

N AL{X% =Y « " Line Dancing (RR) or 1:1-5, 9-14

2 11:30 am

Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps
31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt
Thursday December 28 10:17-22

¢ Line Dancing (RR)

12:30 pm . ; L
. Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6,
* StJoseph Sodality 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Pray the Rosary

(Virtual) 5:00 pm Call in

number (848) 220-3100

= Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4
Mass™- 10:00 am Conference ID:

-5, 7cd-8/Mt 2:13-18

06241954 #
Tuesday December 26, 2023 e Cantor Rehearsal Friday: 1Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,
ST. STEPHEN, FIRST MARTYR (CH) 5:30 pm 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35

Daily Mass - 8:30 am
Exposition / Adoration - 6:00 pm
Benediction - 6:30 pm
Evening Mass - 7:00 pm

SJCAF-Charismatic
Saturday: 1Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a,
8b-9, 10/Lk 2:36-40

Saturday December 30
e Cantor Rehearsal for

Vigil Mass (CLR2)
3:30 pm

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn
15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps
105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Col 3:12-21 or
3:12-170r Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk
2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday December 27, 2023
ST. JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
Daily Mass - 8:30 am

Thursday December 28, 2023 4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT For our Young PariShioners

THE HoLy INNOCENTS, MARTYRS SHARING THE GOSPEL

Daily Mass - 8:30 AM Think of the people you trust. These are people you can count on, no matter
what happens. Both Mary and Elizabeth were amazed to learn that they
Friday December 29, 2022 were pregnant. God had surprised each of them with a special miracle,
ST. THOMAS BECKET, a baby. God trusted them both to take care of their babies. Mary and
BISHOP AND MARTYR Elizabeth trusted God to help them. You also can trust God. Pray God, help
Daily Mass - 8:30 am me to trust you like Mary and Elizabeth did.

Exposition / Adoration

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MORNING Mass ||| PRAYER v . ‘
Benediction - 9:30 am God, help me to trust you like Mary and Elizabeth did.

SOMETHING TO DRAW
Draw a picture of three people you trust.

Saturday December 30, 2023
Confession / Reconciliation
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm

MISSION FOR THE WEEK
Name three reasons you can always trust God.

SEE PAGE 5 FOR OUR YOUNG PARISHIONERS-CHRISTMAS EVE
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Please Pray for the Sick and Shut-in...

Gerry Anderson, Agnes Bell, Carla Amorim, Melody Atkinson, Randy Belt, Veronica Blakeney, Rachel Brewer, Eleanor Brooks, Roger
Brooks, Maxine Brown, Virginia Brust, , Renee Burroughs, Paula Butler, Tanesha Butler, Angela & Wick Cartwright, Alberta Christian,
Angela Clark, Connie Clark, Chuck Clay, Angella Coker, Herman Davis, James Doe, Gregory Eades, Verna Etheredge, Tammy Flarisee,
Mary E. Fletcher, Larry & Evelyn Frelow, Gina Geron, James Gant, Regina Gary, Maureen Gramby, Agnes Grayson, Catherine & Jennifer
Gresham, Juanita Grillo, Kimberly Grimes, Mable Helm, Eva Henson, Lawrence Hill, Sheila Hinton, Doris Hite, Luis Howell, Mark Humph-
rey, Cathy Jackson, Gwen Jarman, Demetrius Jackson, Katie Jackson, Melvin James, Lyell Johnson, Roland Joyner, Duke Kelly, Mark Sr/
Mark Jr & Gabrielle Landry, Alton Ernest Lewis, Henrietta Long, Karee Lucas, Sadie Malveaux, Barbara Marshall, Marilyn Marshall,
Leondre Massey, Anthony Mc Donald, Carlos Menefee, Kathleen Mitchell, Nancy Mooney, Madga Nelson, Paul Newman, Ronald Nickens ,
Gail Norris, Cynthia Obedike, LaTanya Pelt, Larry Peters, , Claudette Randall, Barbara Reece-Jones, Danielle Rhodes, Irene Richmond,
Miriam Ross, Teresa Ross, Ronald G. Sanders, Sheryl Sanders, Marcia Savoy, Thomas W. Scott, Carolyn & William Scriber, Virginette Scott,
Dana Chapman-Sewell, Lucille Shaw, Madeline Stillwell, Gwen Sutton, Lucille Swann, Candice Taylor, Kenneth Taylor, Carolyn Thrash,
William "Billy” Tolbert, Erma Torney, Frances Tyler, Nicholas Walter, Cecilia Whittaker, Darryll Wilcots, Leon Williams, Paula Wynn
Michael Younger

And the Recently Deceased:

ETERNAL REST GRANT TO THEM, O LORD, AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM. MAY THEY REST IN PEACE. AMEN.

2 ) ) ) & )
QN{ W f] r) '-’ ¢ Sunday 8:00 am Sunday 10:00 Sunday 12:00 pm Monday 10:00 am
ab.« n f,n WL Charles & Benedicta Okpah Ndum Family SI The St Joseph Family The St Joseph
a

Wedding Anniversary a G Family
~ a
Sl > [ " Friday $:30 ) g
: Thursday 8:30 riady -3 dm
Tuesday 7:00 pm Wednesc?ay 8:30 am ursaay am Andrew Family Saturday 5:00 pm
P Benedicta Okpah Loraine Hayling Wanda Johnson 1
Ezemobis Children Birthday Blessings Birthday Blessings Members SI "
a <

a a
rMME THE LITURE Ve WHY DO WE DO THAT? CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
SPIRATION FO. w! LiGHTING CANDLES IN CHURCH

God’s plans are not always what we imagined. tion:
Sometimes they make us hesitate. Question:

Be like Mary. Say “Yes, Lord” — and God
will show you that His imagination is better than yours.

Why do Catholics light candles in church?

Answer:
_———————————===| Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the ear-
liest times. In the days before electricity, candles and oil

WUFREFLECTION lamps were the ways that people lighted buildings. Even to-
day, we often still depend on candles during power outages,
FIRST READING relying on their flickering flames to bring light into the dark.
We hear how God established his covenantal promise with King
David to raise up a son after him and ensure that David’s house

and kingdom will stand firm forever. What promises have
you kept with family or friends?

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special occasions.
Think about a festive family meal or a romantic dinner for
two — there will often be candles on the table, special objects
for a special event. We light candles on birthday cakes and
carry them in processions. We also place candles at makeshift
memorials that appear when there has been an accident or act
of violence. In these moments, their light casts aside a differ-
ent kind of darkness — the darkness of grief, fear, and death.

SECOND READING

Paul concludes his letter to the Romans with a hymn of praise
to God. As Advent draws to a close, for what can you
praise God?

M o o The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and lamps
TOdﬁiy S Gospel reading is thf? annunciation to Mary of the up- at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice of having
coming birth of Jesus. Mary’s unconditional acceptance offers candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the celebration.

us a model to follow. How open are you to God’s work in || As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues and

your life? icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred images and
the relics of the saints, basically “shining a light” on what
they held to be sacred. When pilgrims would visit these
CATHOLIC TRIVIA — DID YOU KNOW? || shrines, they would often bring candles to light before the

3 3 image or relic. These candles came to be a symbol of the per-
Question:  What is the name of the popular Christmas song about a son, and their prayer and the burning these candles came to be

boy playing his drum for Jesus? understood as an extension and continuation of the prayer that
- was offered. What began as a practical way to provide light
Answer: _ (a) Silent Night (b) Away in a Manger ] has come to be a symbol of the hopes, desirg:s, love?s, losses,
(c) Mary’s Boy Child~ (d) The Little Drummer Boy fears, and faith of everyday Christians offering their prayers

to God and his saints.

ANSWER ON PAGE 5
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For Our Young Parishioners

CHRi1SsTMAS EVE

SHARING THE GOSPEL

Mary and Joseph put all their trust in God. Once they found out
what God wanted, they did it. God wanted Mary to have a spe-
cial baby, and she said "yes" to God. God wanted Joseph to be a
good husband and father, and Joseph said "yes" to God. When
that special baby from God was finally born, Joseph named him
Jesus. One day God would ask Jesus to save the world from sin
on the cross, and Jesus would say "yes" to God.

PRAYER
God, help me to trust you and say "yes" to you.

SOMETHING TO DRAW
Draw a picture of Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus.

MISSION FOR THE WEEK

Saying "yes" to God takes practice. When your parents ask you
to vacuum or set the table or take the garbage out, say "yes" to
them.

Sunday December 244

Christmas Fve Masses
Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm
Caroling - 9:00 pm
Mass at Night - 10:00 pm

Monday December 25t
Christmas Day
The Nattvity of the Lord
Mdass - 10.00 am

Tuesday December 2614
Masses - 8:30 am & 7:00 pm
Adoration 6:00 pm / Benediction 645 pm

Saturday December 20th
Vigil Mass 5:00 pm

Sunday December 315t
New Years Fve
Masses 8:00 am, 10.00 am & 12:00 pm

The Holy Family of Jesus Mary and Josep/
Vigil” Mass - 5:00 pm

Monday January ist, 2024
New Years Day
Blessed Virgin Mary, Holy Mother of God”
Mdass - 10,00 am

CATHOLIC TRIVIA — DID YOU KNOW?

You are correct if you answered (d) The Little Drummer Boy

GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY
PROJECT WARMTH 2023

A heartfelt thank you for making this year's
Project Warmth a great success!
Due to your generous donations,
the Good Samaritans Ministry was able to provide
coats and other warm clothing to
over 100 local youth.

Thank you for helping us spread
warmth and the love of Christ!




LOWEST PRICE AUTO SERVICE o AWARENESS MONTH -

; N Life Insurance is the last thing

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

LONG HO
=% Master Auto Technician
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm

Sat. 8am-4pm Sunday Closed
2201 Brightseat Road
Hyattsville, MD 20785

301-277-0469 » 301-779-1818

people want to talk about,
L ] i yet it’s the first thing they
. ask for, after someone has a
- debilitating health issue or
. passes away

LET ME HELP YOIl &

&

Ef" " Enterpris
LJO']T Ia,c.r

Mirabel Tandafor - Parishioner

Dr. Kevin Granger Licensed Financial Professional

Contact me for a free review and quote today
301-339-4426 | 301-825-2646

We Provide The Following Services:

! % B .
If you are seeking high-quality pediatric-care for your children, we are the #1
choice because we love what we do. Our patients receive exceptional medical FULL MOUTH REHABI LITATION
care by well qualified P ( and Physician Assistants, °
B SEDATION DENTISTRY * IMPLANTS

((;/I)lré(‘// % ((gﬂ(///’/ s,/?//l(‘/(//e:%';l/(‘
Care and kindness from
e L Bone Grafting + PRP PRSI Yo G
Beall Funeral Home Mary Oguhsanya D, FARP Crowns/Bridges ¢ Extractions m
M G01) 8055544 B (301) 249-3333 3
Pre-NeZerl:’illzn?l‘i':lrg‘)e:d O&n?sri’te(.: actfedmat_ory u?fi:ﬁ?;ﬂf’lifyﬁ?:ﬂé‘fé“ mi‘iﬁ%ﬂf‘%’?&i‘ﬁﬂ&i“z 1211 Enterprise Rd. | Mitchellville, MD 31915316446;8:33316
R e e Sy | PoeBO2818 | w30 a7 TE www.enterprisesmiles.com 16000 Arapoli R4 Bowie, MD

J.B. JENKINS FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1474 Lantlover Roa(l, Lan(lover, MD. 20785

301-322-2300

Healthcare Services T
Compassionate Quality km
Home Healthcare
Phone: 240-476-2696
Email: secretary@jumotek.com

7594 ANNAPOLIS ROAD, LANHAM, MD 20706 Website: waw jumotek.com
proctorsforeignauto@gmail.com = proctorsforeignauto.com CatholicMatch.com/MD Dr. Monica Ugbaja, Administrator

SENIOR DISCOUNT ON TUESDAYS » PARISHIONER Lcense to- R
nﬁ “Gentleasa feather
3 1: Strong in service” k
.i‘r

? x| Ji’((//("ﬂ

FUNERAL HOME, PA

catholicmatch’ BRSNS lﬂ,lht'
Maryland

MULTI POINT ASZEE?L'?“&?E?.‘?" i
INSPECTION i1 “400, OFF !

FREE ! LABOR !
Certain restrictions apply. ! :

Certain restrictions apply.
Hurry: Expires 3/31/2024 Hurry: Expires 3/31/2024

Proctor’s Foreign Auto Has Been Servicing
The Local Community For Over 35 Years!!

Our Services: Medication Management - Psychotherapy ,
Depression - Anxiety - OCD - Schizophrenia - Bipolar Disorder
* A H c Dementia - ADHD - PTSD - Suboxone Treatment :
Let’s Stop the Stigma Today... ¥ &
(1 :?c? IE Ih-ﬁ::g‘c:l re
Clinic ; ¥Bosede Adeleye John Adeleye
4 PMHNP-BC PMHNP-BC

Discover Extraordinary Senior Living

Visit the Sky Bridge at Town Center in dynamic Upper Marlboro for a sneak
peek of the newest, state-of-the-art community with new residences and
enriching oppeortunities coming soon in Independent Living, Assisted Living,
and Memory Care.

Call 240-509-3912 to schedule your private consultation today.
Now is the time — we're accepting priority deposits.

The Sky Bridge Leasing Gallery: 400 Sky Bridge Drive, Suite 107 = Upper Marlboro, MD 20774

The Arch Community: 400-450 Sky Bridge Drive = Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 THE SKY BRIDGE
The Parc Community (under construction): 360 Sky Bridge Drive » Upper Marlboreo, MD 20774 _) AT TOWN CENTER
skybridgetowncenter.watermarkcommunities.com WATERMARK RETIREMENT COMM
55+ = INDEPENDENT LIVING = ASSISTED LIVING = MEMORY CARE
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