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St Joseph Catholic Church

2020 St Joseph Drive, Largo Maryland, 20774

301-773-4838 Fax 301-773-6832 Website: www.stjoseph-largo.org

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

From t/ie $1S/i0p ’S Pen... “Stay awake, that you may be prepared!”

Jesus told His disciples in our Gospel, “If the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief was com-
ing, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an
hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

Noah did not know the hour the rain and flood would come, but he listened to the Lord and was prepared for the unex-
pected flooding of the earth for 40 days and nights. Others did not listen or look for the signs around them and were
not prepared for the coming flood. They continued living their sinful lives and paid the price for not being prepared.
They did not survive the flood waters. Jesus tells us that the Son of Man will come in the same way as the flood waters
came in Noah’s time, un-expectantly. If we are not prepared, we will be swept away to suffer with all the others who
were not prepared.

We do not know when we will be coming to the end of our time on earth, and we will be called home to our Father’s
house. This is what we are preparing for! Today is the First Sunday of Advent. It is also the first Sunday of the rest of
our lives. The Church is preparing for Christmas. We have lit the 15t Advent candle, preparing for the coming of
Christ, the eternal light who will pierce the darkness of the world. Each of us should also be preparing for Christ’s
coming into our individual lives.

God wants us to know that our time is limited and that our lives and history itself will come to an end. He wants us to
use our limited time wisely, living as true Christians. Jesus considers this lesson to be so important that He gives four
separate parables in the Gospel, to drive the lesson home to His disciples. Jesus knew how easily even the most faithful
disciple can fall into the trap of thinking that this earthly life is the goal and not merely the path.

At Christmas, we celebrate Christ’s coming on earth. We should also be preparing for His coming for each of us indi-
vidually, so that each of us can be prepared for eternal life in His Father’s house. Jesus was born at Christmas to share
in our humanity, and to free us from our human sins, so that we can be prepared to share in His divinity for eternity.

— Bishop Roy Campbell
PARISH OFFICE HOURS PASTORAL STAFF MASS /ADORATION SCHEDULE
Monday thru Friday Pastor
10:00 a.m. to 7: 00 p.m. Saturday - 5:00 pm
o pm Most Rev. Roy E. Campbell, Jr. Sunday - 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

The office is closed for _business on:
ALL Weekends

rcampbell@stjosephlargo.org

Daily Mass 8:30 am

Federal Gov’t Closings Parochial Vicar
Holidays and Holy Days Rev. Stephen Wong Tuesday Evening Mass 7:00 pm
Phone: (301)773-4838 fistephen@stjosephlargo.org
. Adoration
Fax: (301) 773-6832 Deacons Tuesday
Website: www.stjoseph-largo.org Deacon Steven Nash Exposition / Aq’or ation 6:00 pm
snash(@stjosephlargo.org Benediction é.’45 pm
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ Every Friday
StJosephLargo Deacon Kyle Simon Exposition / Adoration after morning Mass
X . . ksimon(@stiosephlargo.org Benediction 10:00 am
Email: parishoffice@stjosephlargo.org First Friday Benediction 6:00 pm

(Please make appointments for private meetings)
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PARISH STAFF
Cherry Neal
Parish Office Manager
cneal@;?gjsglﬁfg;ﬁz% ext 24 To The St Joseph Catholic Church Community
Parish Secretary
kmarshall@stjosephlargo.org - ext 10
Loraine Hayling
Financial Services
lhayling@stjosephlargo.org - ext 14
Stephen Joy

Our desire is that every member of our parish family encounters Jesus Christ in
a very personal and life-changing way as they journey through life within our
community. That now includes you and we welcome you to this very
personal, communal journey of faith as part of our parish family. As you
begin the next part of your faith journey with us, we encourage you to check in

Facilities Manager at the Welcome Table and complete the parish registration form. You may also
sjoy@stjosephlargo.org - ext 16 get the form from a Hospitality minister. Stay connected with the

Dr. Michael Clarke St Joseph Community through our Website and Facebook God has given you

N gifts to share in helping the Church build the kingdom and accomplish her

drmc&i%sﬁoﬁ:%ﬁfrﬁo. org mission. Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help you discern where you are
Sr. Huong Pham meant to serve. Please check out our Ministries and Organizations at the
Faith Formation Welcome Table or our Website. Pray, discern, then take that leap of faith and
religioused @stjosephlargo.org - ext 15 || 9 et engaged in the life of the parish.
Deacon Steven Nash
OCIA Coordinator LET US KNOW YOU ARE HERE
snash@stjosephlargo.org SO WE CAN PROPERLY WELCOME YOU!
SUPPORT MINISTRIES
PARISH TITHING AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Audiovisual Support:

Chuck Clay - chuck.clay@comcast.net We kindly request that you utilize your offertory envelopes and complete all

necessary information. Please enclose your check or cash within the envelope
and clearly indicate the enclosed amount on the exterior. This ensures accurate
acknowledgment of your generous contributions, as funds and envelopes are
processed separately. You are welcome to mail your completed envelopes or drop

Altar Servers:
Deacon Kyle Simon ksmon@stjosephlargo.org

Bereavement Support: them off at the Church. Your tax-deductible offerings are processed based on the
Contact Parish Office information provided on these envelopes. You may also make your contribu-
Eucharistic Ministru: tion through our online giving portal ParishSOFT Giving. This platform offers a
fucanishic Zusiry: _ simple, secure, and convenient way to support the ministry and mission of our
Bernard Brodus bbroadus53@gmail.com parish. To enroll, or make a contribution please visit:

Food Pantry/ htips://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-651

St, Vincent DePaul Society: We thank all who contribute regularly and generously

Rhonda Burriss or Pam White

301-773-0102 ext 13 to the support of our Parish
Good Samaritans Ministry:

Mass Intentions are made in the Parish Office

gj"éé%e Leter, aﬁ"s%gl\r/lll%ifec%m I\ TR0 2 o) PN B DSy y W (OO during regular business hours or may be given
to Hospitality Minister after the Sunday

Parish Council: Masses. You will be contacted if the date requested is not available. Bookings
Patricia lﬁaker-Silmon, Prei}flent for one name for several days in succession will not b(? accepted. An offering is
sjecparishcouncil@stjosephlargo.org $10.00 CASH per date / per envelope. Mass intentions are acknowledged at
Wedding Coordinator: the Sunday and daily Masses.
Thelma Lucas  tlucas844@gmail.com Mass intentions must be received in the office by

Monday 9:00 am to be included in the bulletin for the next week.
Youth Ministry:

Beverly Dandridge fnptraveler6@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the NEXT

bulletin are due in the Church Office NLT
12:00 noon on Monday. The bulletin is sent
$ November 23, 2025 to the printer on Tuesday morning.
Our average weekly parish expenses for Late submissions will go into the next bulletin.
October 2025 $ N/A

Our Parish Family’s Weekly Offering |([:1818 92 v 1@ W50 64306 3.7 Ap bo)

The Eucharistic Ministry is available
for communion calls and home visits
If you or someone you know is
homebound but would like to receive
communion on a regular basis, contact the parish office on 301-773-4838 to
schedule a visit. The office is open Monday through Friday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Our offertory last week was N/A%
A og‘ expenses /4% CoMMUNION CALLS / HOME VISITS

ParishnSoft Giving: October $N/A

Last Week’s Attendance:
(N/A DUE TO EARLY SUBMISSION TO PRINT-
ER)
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MASSES / OBSERVANCES

CHURCH CALENDAR / ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK

Sunday
November 30
2025

MASSES:
8:00 AM,
10:00 AM &
12:00 PM

Sunday November 30

e SJYM - Gift Bag Sales - After all Masses

e Dr. Clarke (CLR 2)9:00 am

e SJYM Executive Board Meeting (Virtual) 2:00 pm

Monday December 1, 2025
Daily Mass: 8:30 am

Monday December 1

e OCIA - Virtual 7:00 pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89944235053?
pwd=bFYHqh48x0moVo076CexBSsZg2T31A6.1

Meeting ID: 899 4423 5053 Passcode: 092357

One tap mobile +19294362866,,89944235053#,,,,%092357# US (New York)
+13017158592,,89944235053#,,,,¥092357# US (Washington DC)

Tuesday December 2, 2025
Daily Mass: 8:30 am
Exposition/Adoration: 6:00 pm
Benediction: 6:45 pm
Evening Mass 7:00 pm

Tuesday December 2 Friday December 5
e Line Dancing (RR) 11:00 am e No Activities

¢ Dr Clarke Choir Rehearsal
(CLR2) 7:00 pm

Wednesday December 3, 2025
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST
Daily Mass: 8:30 am

Saturday December 6

e Men's Ministry Meeting
(CLR1) _7:30 am

Faith Formation - Rel Ed
(RR, CLR1,2,3,WW,CH) 10:00

Wednesday December 3

e Advance Line Dancing (RR)
10:30 am

e Dr Clarke Choir Rehearsal °
(CLR2) 7:00 pm

Thursday December 4, 2025
ST. JOHN DAMASCENE, PRIEST
AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Daily Mass: 8:30 am

Friday December 5, 2025
FIRST FRIDAY
Mass: 8:30 am
Adoration:
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MASS
Benediction: 6:00 pm

Saturday December 6, 2025
FIRST SATURDAY
St. NICHOLAS, BISHOP
First Saturday Mass - 8:00 am
CONFESSION / RECONCILIATION
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
VIGIL MASS: 5:00 PM

am
Thursday December 4 e Dr. Clarke - Grow Your
e Beginners Line Dancing Own Musicians (CLR2)
11:30 am

Class (RR) 12:30 pm

¢ Denese Clay - Grow Your
Own Musicians (CLR1)
4:00 pm

e Dr. Clarke Cantor Rehearsal
(CLR2) 5:00 pm

¢ Denese Clay - Cantor/ VOP
Rehearsal (CH) 6:00 pm

e SJCAF - African and Friend
Charismatic Prayer Group
(CLR1) 7:00 pm

e Youth Choir Rehearsal
(CH) 12:00 pm

e Christmas Program
Rehearsal (RR) 12:30 pm

¢ Denese Clay - Grow Your
Own Musicians (CLR1)
1:00 pm

e Dr. Clarke - Cantor
Rehearsal for Vigil Mass
(CLR 2) 3:30 pm

¢ KC - Council Meeting
(RR) 7:00 pm

PRAYER FOR ADVENT — ARISE
Bless God’s Holy Name!

Prepare our hearts for
Your coming, Lord.
Awaken them from any places that have
become sleepy or despondent.
Inspire us with new visions.
Be with us as we climb closer to You.
Amen.

Daily Readings for the Week of November 30, 2025

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44
Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (see 7)/

Rom 15:4-9/
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. s Cathrine Abrams, Theresa Agorel, Gerry Anderson, Carla Amorim, Melody & Carl At-
Please Pray‘for the Sick and Shut-in... kinson, Shelia Bailey, Randy Belt, Agnes Bell, Veronica Blakeney, Maxine Brown, Allen
Burroughs, Paula Butler, Tanesha Butler, Angela & Wick Cartwright, , Angela Clark, Connie Clark, Chuck Clay, Angella Coker, Herman Davis,
James Doe, James Dudley, Martin Ekeh, Verna Etheredge, Tammy Flarisee, Larry & Evelyn Frelow, Adrienne, Fraser-Darling, Rita Gant, Regina
Gary, Gina Geron, Maureen Gramby, Catherine & Jennifer Gresham, Juanita Grillo, Kimberly Grimes, Cecelia Handy, Lawrence Hill, Sheila Hinton,
Luis Howell, Mark Humphrey, Gennie Huntley-Lopez, Cathy Jackson, Gwen Jarman, Demetrius Jackson, Katie Jackson, Melvin James, Sebastien Jean
-Marie, Wendell John, Donald Johnson, Latashia Johnson, Lyell Johnson, Roland Joyner, Duke Kelly, Fr. Mike King, Mark Sr/ Mark Jr & Gabrielle
Landry, Alton Ernest Lewis, Marionetta D Lofton-Sutton, Henrietta Long, Gennie Huntley-Lopez, Edwina Love, Karee Lucas, Sadie Malveaux, Ebony
Marble, Barbara Marshall, Marilyn Marshall, Leondre Massey, Anthony Mc Donald, Carlos Menefee, Solomon T. Miles, Jr. Thomasine M. Miles,
Cheryl Mills, Kathleen Mitchell, Nancy& William Mooney, Fr. Ray Moore, Loraine Moses, Madga Nelson, Nolan McWilliams, William Musee, Kamer-
on Neal, Paul Newman, Ronald Nickens , Gail Norris, Cynthia Obedike, Earline Parks, James & Stephen Parks, Robin Parsell, LaTanya Pelt, Larry
Peters, Barbara Reece-Jones, Danielle Rhodes, Irene Richmond, Miriam Ross, Teresa Ross, Cliffton Rush, Sheryl Sanders, Johnnie Scott, Thomas W.
Scott, William Scriber, Tyrone Sellers, Dorothy Seth, Dana Chapman-Sewell, Lucille Shaw, Eunice Sparkman, Madeline Stillwell, Gwen Sutton, Percy
Swain, Lucille Swann, Candice Taylor, Kenneth Taylor, Richard Taylor, Eileen Thomas, Carolyn Thrash, Erma Torney, Frances Tyler, Eric Walker,
Cecilia Whittaker, Darryll Wilcots, Leon Williams, Paula Wynn, Michael Younger

And the Recently Deceased:

ETERNAL REST GRANT TO THEM, O LORD, AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM. MAY THEY REST IN PEACE. AMEN.

8:00 AM RODRIGUE CAMBRONNE ¥
10:00 AM KimMmy NDUM

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
12:00 PM THE ST JOSEPH COMMUNITY

% SAlass Intrentions MONDAY THURSDAY
8:30 AM ANGEL NWANKwWO SI 10:00 AM ALLEN ANDRE GANT ¥
Sunday Tuesday FRIDAY

8:30 AM FRANCES CABRINI WILSON + 8:30 AM MEMBER OF SACRED HEART (SI)
7:00 PM AGNES AWOYEMI
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
WEDNESDAY
8:30 AM ELEANOR KLEMAN

SATURDAY
8:00 AM THANKSGIVING
SACRED HEART MEMBERS
5:00 PM ALLEN ANDRE GANT

IL[IWIE TI‘HIE MWR{@% INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

“You do not know on which day your Lord will come,” Jesus says.
He is reminding us that we do not know the mind of God. But we
do know the heart of God, and we know that it is filled with
mercy for those who heed the warning: Stay awake!

e Mlealk - for Your Retflection

1st Reading Question:

The prophet Isaiah envisioned a future with no more wars and
nations united in belief and worship of Israel’s God.

What does a world totally at peace look like?

2nd Reading Question:

Paul encouraged the Romans to live with a sense of urgency in
anticipation of their own salvation.

What motivates you to live a moral life?

Gospel Question:

Jesus taught his disciples that no one knows when the Son of
Man will return, so you must always be prepared.

How do you plan to use the season of Advent this year
to welcome Jesus into your life?

CATHOLIC TRIVIA...

uestion:

What dog breed is named after a saint?

Answer:

What is your guess? See page 5 to see if you are correct.

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

Strike our Chest: Penitential Act

Question:

When we say the Penitential Act at Mass, why do we
strike our chest three times?

Answer:

Our rituals and liturgical celebrations are filled with a
variety of symbols, some of which also relate to our
gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, sitting,
processing, making the Sign of the Cross). The custom
of striking our breast three times during the “I Confess”
of the Penitential Act of the Mass is one of those
gestures that is loaded with symbolism.

The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast (above
the heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred Scripture,
especially texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a
“humbled contrite heart” or how God heals broken
hearts, binding up our wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early
Christian writers like Saint Augustine of Hippo and
Saint Jerome also refer to this custom in their writings.

Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow
for those times when we have been guilty of faults and

a sign that we are willing to take responsibility for our
sins and failings. That we all perform this gesture
together is also an act of solidarity, recognizing that
none of us, regardless of where we are on our journey of
faith, is without fault and the need for grace and
forgiveness.
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save the date

OCIA
RITE OF ACCEPTANCE
Sunday November 30th
10:00 am Mass

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
St. Joseph Catholic Church Christmas Program/Show
on Saturday, December 13, 2025,

Children rehearsal date:
December 6th

Let USWOIK 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm

in the light Zor OUr YOuRg Parfet
g [Parfslioners
O f th e l_ O r d SHARING THE GOSPEL

Be ready for Jesus to come at a moment's notice. Love
God above all and love your neighbor as yourself. Forgive
yourself and others 70 times seven times or more. Get a
good night's sleep. Share good words with your family. Ask
God to walk with you and help you each day. Then you will
be ready for when Jesus comes back. God loves you very
much.

PRAYER
Lord, help me love you above all and love my neighbor as

myself.
P R E P A R E SOMETHING TO DRAW

Draw you and God taking a walk together in the morning.

“So too, you also must be

Mi1SSION FOR THE WEEK
prepared, for at an hour you

| do not expect,the Sonior I will think of good things when I eat.
% Man will come.”
BN MATTHEW 24:44

A LittLE HoLy HUMOR ...

“Was the altar server happy or sad when it was
his turn to blow out the Advent candles2”

JuUsT A THOUGHT...
15T SUNDAY OF ADVENT
BEING READY YOU NEVER KNOW
FOR JESUS TO ;i
WHEN YOURE
RETURN IS
GOING TO NEED IT,
LIKE ALWAYS AND WHEN YOU DO
WEARING THERE'S NO TIME ! Ch"/_ﬁ-;ivenf” ii‘rhe tFour weeks i:I:eI:;)re B
yog§L$EAT TOPUTITON. birth. A'n Advent vfreapfh‘s candles
mark each week’s arrival.
inom, ,/\ R
©tdol Al a
WWTD CATHOLIC TRIVIA...
You are correct if you guessed is: ST. BERNARD




B Elixir Telemedicine
* Urgent Care

YOUR HEALTH IS OUR #1 PRIORITY.

NEED AFFORDABLE, VIRTUAL URGENT CARE?
We're Here for YOU!
Maryland's #1 choice for 100% Virtual Care.
- Board-certified providers

- Noinsurance needed

- Pay-what-you-can model
- No surprise hills
- Adults 18+

(=

s e

@K(G Enterpri
ar.xevir Dental Care

Granger

Dr. Kevin Granger
We Provide The Following Services:
SEDATION DENTISTRY ¢ IMPLANTS
Bone Grafting ¢ PRP
Crowns/Bridges ¢ Extractions

(301) 249-3333
1211 Enterprise Rd. | Mitchellville, MD
www.enterprisesmiles.com

SEPTEMBER IS LIFE INSURANCE
m AWARENESS MONTH

\.

LOWEST PRICE AUTO SERVICE
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

LONG HO
Master Auto Technician %
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4pm Sundoy Closed
2201 Brightseat Road
Hyattsville, MD 20785
301-277-0469  301-779-1818

Il;
I
.
Compassionate Quality i

Home Healthcare k

A Life Insurance is the last thing
people want to talk about,
yet it’s the first thing they

ask for, after someone has a
debilitating health issue or
passes away

Mirabel Tandafor - Parishioner
Licensed Financial Professional
Contact me for a free review and quote today
301-339-4426 | 301-825-2646

7] (ol < &7
Rotbent “&. “Cvans Tuneral Heome
Care and kindness from
professionals you can trust.

Jumotek

Healthcare Services

Phone: 240-476-2696
Email: secretary@jumotek.com
Website: www.jumotek.com
Dr. Monica Ugbaja, Administrator
License No.: R5174

301 464 8836
Fax 301-464-3631
16000 Annapolis Rd. Bowie, MD

CHAPEL

B. JENKINS WORSHIP CENTER at KETTERING, LLC

www.JBJenkinsFuneralHome.com

301-322-2300

AND BANQUET HALL

. %)
@;ﬂ// (£ (//?f/l’f// L%/ﬂ?@

Family Owned and Operated
Pre-Need Planning ¢ On-Site Crematory
Complete Funeral and Cremation Services

www.BeallFuneral.com ¢ 301-805-5544
6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715

% Hyme @ Healts Gure,

Quahty In Home Care for Senlors

301-925-2900
2006 Tulson Lane, Suite A-100, Bowie, MD 20721
homecare.distinctivehomecare.com

MARTLAND CHILDREN
HEALTH {EHTEH

!

oo “Gentle as a feather...
M. Strong in service”
% S

If you are seeking high-quality pediatric-care for your children, we are the #1
choice because we love what we do. Our patients receive exceptional medical
care by well-experienced, qualified Pediatricians, and Physician Assistants,

and a staff readym serve yuu'
de

We

of care,
from the Imlesf { newborns to young people age 21,
Please do not hesitate to contact us:
Mary Ogunsanya MD, FAAP
Maryland Children Health Center
OFFICE LOCATIONS:
12150 Annapolis Road, Suite 208
Glenndale, Maryland 20769

6130 Oxon Hill Road, Suite 202
0xon Hill, Maryland 20745

Erlissa Browne
Independent Travel Advisor

Travel
Independent Travel Agent (301) 461-4209
Taking You To ebrownetravel@gmail.com

P (B0 280598 | ors (301 67776 Your Happy Place [REIREEIOUIENIEEIEEI K
L ] . “ '
Becomea  LifeWorks?/ Cmm—T
MDMedAlert! 95
Foster Parent + Ambulance ¢ Police « Family $1 o
= = p & 5 EI T v GPS & Fall Alert -~ N
erious Inquiries Only » Tax-free Monthly Stipend ¢ On-going Training -, LY &
LifeWorks (240) 886-9443 or (240) 893-4321 31 - 'C“I’I.I.' 800.808.9294 .‘{\ ~— e
admin@lifeworksdmv.org * www.lifeworksdmv.org 1 ’ % md-medalert.com a, —~

Morm!

Oicte Laind

Associate Broker

Cell: (301) 785-2446
vlaird99@gmail.com

@

T mallbers whe

For All Your Real Estate Needs

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

RE/MAX

Realty Specialists

RE/MAX United Real Estate
14340 Old Marlboro Pike
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
(301)702-4200 [MAE x

St. Joseph, Largo, MD 03-0764
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