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Sunday  December 28, 2025   ~  
The Holy Family of  Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

From the Bishop’s  Pen... 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  thru Friday   
10:00 a.m. to  7: 00 p.m.  

The office is closed for  business on:   
ALL Weekends  

Federal Gov’t Closings  
Holidays and Holy Days 

                Phone: ( 301)773-4838   
                   Fax:  (301) 773-6832    

“Take the child and his mother and flee into Egypt.” 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Daily  Mass  8:30 am    
Saturday Vigil Mass  - 5:00 pm 

Sunday Masses   8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm  
Tuesday   Evening Mass 7:00 pm 

Website: www.stjoseph-largo.org   
 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/        
 StJosephLargo 

 

Email: parishoffice@stjosephlargo.org  

 We know from last Sunday’s Gospel that Joseph was open to hearing God and to being obedient to His commands; 
therefore, it is not surprising that Joseph did exactly what the angel told him to do in a dream, “Rise, take the child 
and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you.  Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.”  
Joseph was intent on providing for and protecting his wife and his foster Son. 
 

In keeping with Jewish custom, Joseph named the boy Jesus (which means Savior), taught Him how to pray, how to 
work, and how to be a man.  When the 12-year-old Jesus stayed behind in the Temple in Jerusalem, Joseph, along 
with Mary, searched with great anxiety for Him for three days.  This is what a parent does for a child. 
 

What is it in a family that a child is supposed to do for his or her parents?  Our reading from the Book of Sirach tells 
us of the graces and benefits that come to children who obey the Fourth Commandment, “Honor your father and 
mother.”  Children are called to respect their parents and everyone in their family.  It is not difficult to see that this 
love of parents and family is extended in Christ’s Second Great Commandment – “love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

 

Sirach tells us what a child who obeys this commandment of love accomplishes in God’s eyes. “He who honors his  
father atones for sins; he stores up riches who reveres his mother.  He who honors his father is gladdened by children, 
and when he prays he is heard.  He who reveres his father will live a long life; he obeys the LORD who brings comfort 
to his mother.  He who fears the LORD honors his father, and serves his parents as rulers.  My son, take care of your 
father when he is old; grieve him not as long as he lives.  Even if his mind fail, be considerate with him; revile him not 
in the fullness of your strength.  For kindness to a father will not be forgotten, it will serve as a sin offering – it will 
take lasting root.”  It is in our family homes that we learn this philosophy of life.  It is there that we acquire principles 
by which we should live and relate to others. 
 

Each of us wrestles with identity issues, while at the same time embracing responsibilities toward our family.  Every 
parent wrestles with freedom issues for their child, while at the same time cooperating with God, trusting that their 
child is being protected.  It is a delicate balance; and one that Mary and Joseph must have learned together with  
Jesus.  Let us pray for all families this weekend that this balance may be found, so that as families, we will always 
grow spirituality, in our love and trust in God, and in our love and trust in each other. 
 

– Bishop Roy Campbell 

ADORATION SCHEDULE 

 Tuesday 

Exposition / Adoration 6:00 pm 

Benediction 6:45 pm 

Every Friday 

Exposition / Adoration after morning Mass 

Benediction  10:00 am 

First Friday 

Exposition / Adoration after morning Mass 

Praise and Worship 6:00 pm 

Benediction  7:00 pm 
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Audiovisual Support:   

 

 Altar Servers:  

 

Bereavement Support:   
 

 

Eucharistic Ministry:  

Food Pantry/  
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society:  
  
Rhonda Burriss or Pam White   
301-773-0102 ext 13 

 

Good Samaritans Ministry: 
   
 Arleen Jeter  / Aida Massey 

sjgoodsamaritans@gmail.com  
 

 

Parish Council:  
 

Patricia Baker-Simon, President  
sjccparishcouncil@stjosephlargo.org  
 

 Wedding Coordinator:  
 

Thelma Lucas    tlucas844@gmail.com 

 

 

Youth Ministry:  
 

Beverly Dandridge  fnptraveler6@gmail.com 

Our Parish Family’s Weekly Offering 
 

$  December 21, 2025 

Our average weekly parish expenses for 

 November  2025  $ N/A 

 

Our offertory last week was N/A% 

of  expenses  
 ParishSoft Giving: November $N/A 

 

    Last Week’s Attendance:  N/A 

(n/a  -  due to early  
submission to printer) 

 
 

 
 

 

Our desire is that every member of our parish family encounters Jesus Christ in 
a very personal and life-changing way as they journey through life within our 
community. That now includes you and we welcome you to this very  
personal, communal journey of  faith as part of our parish family.  As you 
begin the next part of your faith journey with us, we encourage you to  check  in 
at the Welcome Table  and complete the parish registration form. You may also  
get the form from a Hospitality minister. Stay connected with the  
St Joseph Community through our Website and  Facebook God has given you 
gifts to share in helping the Church build the kingdom and accomplish her  
mission. Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help you discern where you are 
meant to serve. Please check out our Ministries and Organizations at the  
Welcome Table or our Website.  Pray, discern, then take that leap of faith and 
get engaged in the life of the parish. 
 

Let us know you are here  
so we can properly welcome you!  

 
Cherry Neal 

Parish Office Manager  
cneal@stjosephlargo.org - ext 24 

Karen Marshall  
Parish Secretary  

kmarshall@stjosephlargo.org - ext 10 

Loraine Hayling 

Financial Services 

lhayling@stjosephlargo.org - ext 14 

Stephen Joy   
Facilities Manager   

sjoy@stjosephlargo.org - ext 16 

Dr. Michael Clarke 

Director of Music 

drmclark@stjosephlargo.org  
Sr. Huong Pham 

 Faith Formation  
religioused@stjosephlargo.org - ext 15 

 Deacon Steven Nash    
OCIA Coordinator 

snash@stjosephlargo.org  

 

 

 

 

We kindly request that you utilize your offertory envelopes and complete all  
necessary information. Please enclose your check or cash within the envelope 
and clearly indicate the enclosed amount on the exterior. This ensures accurate 
acknowledgment of your generous contributions, as funds and envelopes are 
processed separately. You are welcome to mail your completed envelopes or drop 
them off at the Church. Your tax-deductible offerings are processed based on the 
information provided on these envelopes. You may also make your  contribu-
tion through our online giving portal ParishSOFT Giving. This platform offers a 
simple, secure, and convenient way to support the ministry and mission of our 
parish. To enroll, or make a contribution please visit: 
                     https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-651 

 
                      We thank all who contribute regularly and generously  
                                            to the support of our Parish 

Parish Tithing and Contributions 

To The St Joseph Catholic Church Community 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the NEXT  
bulletin are due in the Church Office NLT 
12:00 noon on Monday. The bulletin is sent           

to the printer on Tuesday morning.              
                             Late submissions will go into the next bulletin.  

Bulletin Announcements 

Mass Intentions are made in the  Parish  Office 
during regular business hours or may be given 
to Hospitality Minister after the Sunday   

Masses. You will be contacted if the date  requested is not available.  Bookings 
for one name for several days in succession will not be accepted. An offering is  
$10.00 CASH  per date / per envelope.  Mass intentions are  acknowledged  at  
the Sunday and daily Masses.  
                   Mass intentions must be received in the office by  
     Monday 9:00 am to be included in the bulletin for the  next week.      

Mass Special Intentions 

The Eucharistic Ministry is available 
for communion calls and  home visits  
If you or someone you know is  

homebound but would like to receive  communion on a regular basis, contact the 
parish office on 301-773-4838  to schedule a visit. The office is open  Monday 
through Friday  10:00 am- 6:00 pm  

Communion Calls  / Home Visits 

Parish Staff 

Support Ministries 

Chuck Clay    chuck.clay@comcast.net 

Deacon Kyle Simon  ksmon@stjosephlargo.org 

Contact Parish Office 

Bernard Brodus   bbroadus53@gmail.com 
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                Daily Readings for the Week of December 28,  2025 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/ 

Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 2:36-40 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18 

Thursday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:29-3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/ 

Mt 2:1-12 

 

Tuesday 8:30 am  
For the pa 

 Sunday December 28 

• Dr. Clarke  (CLR 2) 9:00 am  

 Masses:  
 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm 

 

 

Thursday  January 1, 2026 

• New Year’s Day 

Wednesday  December 31 

• Dr Clarke Choir  
Rehearsal(CLR2) 

Time - TBA 

Tuesday  December 30 

• Beginners Line Dance 
(RR)  10:30 am 

• Dr Clarke Choir 

 Rehearsal (CLR2) 7:00 pm 

Tuesday December 30, 2025 

 Daily Mass: 8:30 am 

 Exposition/Adoration:  6:00 pm 

Benediction:  6:45 pm 

Evening Mass 7:00 pm 

Wednesday December 31  ,  2025  
St. Sylvester I, Pope;  

New Year’s Eve  
New Year’s Eve Vigil  Mass:  5:00 pm         

 Friday January 1, 2026 

First Friday  
Sts. Basil the Great and  

Gregory Nazianzen, 
 Bishops and Doctors of the 

Church  
Mass:  8:30 am 

Adoration: Immediately following Mass  
Praise and Worship 6:00 pm 

 Benediction: 7:00 pm 

Masses / Observances  Church Calendar  / Activities This Week 

Monday  December 29,  2025 

Mass 8:30 am 

Friday  January 2 
• No Activities 

Saturday January 2, 2026 

First Saturday 
The Most Holy Name of Jesus  

First Saturday Mass: 8:00 am 

Confession / Reconciliation 

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Vigil Mass: 5:00 pm 

Saturday  January 3 

• Men's Ministry Meeting 
(CL1) 7:30 am 

• Dr. Clarke - Cantor 

 Rehearsal for Vigil Mass 
(CLR 2) 3:30 pm 

 

 

   
 

 

Thursday January 1, 2026 

Mary, The Holy Mother of God, 
New Year’s Day,  

World Day of Peace  
New Year’s Day Mass - 10:00 am 

Parish Office will close  
at 12:00 Noon 

Parish Office closed  

Sunday December 28, 2025    
    Masses: 

8:00 am, 10:00 am  & 12:00 pm 
Monday  December 29 
• No Activities 



 Cathrine Abrams,  Theresa Agorel, Gerry Anderson, Carla Amorim, Melody & Carl   
Atkinson, Shelia Bailey, Randy Belt, Agnes Bell, Veronica Blakeney,  Betty Brown,       

Maxine Brown, Allen Burroughs,  Paula Butler,  Tanesha Butler,  Angela & Wick Cartwright,  , Angela Clark, Connie Clark, Chuck Clay, Angella 
Coker,  Herman  Davis,  James Doe, James Dudley, Martin Ekeh, Verna Etheredge, Tammy Flarisee, Larry & Evelyn Frelow,  Adrienne, Fraser-

Darling, Rita Gant, Regina Gary, Gina Geron,  Maureen Gramby,  Patricia Green, Catherine & Jennifer Gresham, Juanita Grillo, Kimberly Grimes, 
Cecelia Handy, Lawrence Hill, Sheila Hinton, Luis Howell, Mark Humphrey, Gennie Huntley-Lopez, Cathy Jackson, Gwen Jarman,  Demetrius Jack-
son, Katie Jackson, Melvin James, Sebastien Jean-Marie, Wendell John, Donald Johnson, Latashia Johnson, Lyell Johnson, Roland Joyner, Duke Kelly,  
Fr. Mike King, Mark  Sr/ Mark  Jr & Gabrielle Landry,  Alton Ernest Lewis, Marionetta D Lofton-Sutton, Henrietta Long, Gennie Huntley-Lopez, Ed-
wina Love, Karee Lucas, Sadie Malveaux, Ebony Marble, Barbara Marshall, Marilyn Marshall, Leondre Massey, Anthony Mc Donald, Carlos Mene-
fee, Solomon T. Miles, Jr. Thomasine M. Miles, Cheryl Mills, Kathleen Mitchell, Nancy& William Mooney,  Fr. Ray Moore, Loraine Moses, Madga 
Nelson, Nolan McWilliams, William Musee, Kameron Neal, Paul Newman, Ronald Nickens , Gail Norris, Cynthia  Obedike,  Earline Parks, James & 
Stephen Parks, Robin Parsell, LaTanya Pelt,  Larry Peters, Barbara Reece-Jones, Danielle Rhodes, Irene Richmond, Miriam Ross,  Teresa Ross,  Cliff-
ton Rush, Sheryl  Sanders,  Johnnie Scott, Thomas W. Scott, William Scriber, Tyrone Sellers, Dorothy Seth, Dana Chapman-Sewell, Lucille Shaw,  
Eunice Sparkman, Madeline Stillwell, Gwen Sutton, Percy Swain, Lucille Swann, Candice Taylor,  Kenneth Taylor, Richard Taylor,   Eileen Thomas,  
Carolyn Thrash,  Erma Torney, Frances Tyler, Eric Walker,  
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God created the Holy Family with a great sense of purpose,  
because he knew that Jesus would be defined by the woman and 
man who raised him. Who is our “Holy Family” — the people 
who will define us? Who has God placed within our lives for a 
specific purpose?  

  WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
                                   CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED  
 

 

Question: 
 
If I go to the Sacrament of Penance and end up repeat-
ing the same sins, does that mean I do not have a strong 
enough  
intention to amend my life?  
 

 
Answer: 
 
There is a popular expression that says, “Be patient. 
God isn’t finished with me yet!” Growing in faith and 
holiness is an ongoing, life-long project, and our  
struggle with sin is at the heart of it. As St. Paul says, 
the good he intends to do, he does not do. The evil he 
does not intend, he does! It is not always a lack of in-
tention, but more often the allure of evil that makes it 
difficult to change. 

When we confess our sins, we are to come with a fully 
contrite heart. You need to reflect on your true feelings 
toward your actions before approaching the sacrament. 
After confession, there are strategies you can make to 
avoid falling into the same traps of sin. First, pray for 
and seek out strength and perseverance through 

 multiple sacraments, charitable work, and personal 
sacrifice. Second, avoid occasions of sin when you 
might fail or be sorely tempted. In doing these things, 
remind yourself daily that it is a spiritual war we wage, 
and with God’s grace, we will succeed. 

 

1st Reading Question: 
Sirach emphasizes the importance of children honoring and 

 respecting their parents.  
What are some of your favorite memories of your  
parents?  
 

2nd Reading Question: 

Paul taught the Colossians that families should show mutual 
respect and love toward one another.  
How do you encourage these virtues in your family?  

 

Gospel Question:  
We hear how the Holy Family faced some very dangerous  
circumstances early on.  
Can you think of some challenges your family has had 
to overcome?  

      
 

And the Recently Deceased: 
Sean Campbell,  Stephen Nixon, Jr 

Eternal Rest Grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

  Inspiration for the Week 

    Please Pray for the Sick and Shut-in… 

                          
                     Thursday  
10:00 am Ndum Family (SI)      
         Friday 

8:30 am      Loraine Hayling (SI) 

         Saturday  
8:00 am  Emmanuel O. Ezemobi 
         (Birthday Blessings)  
 5:00 pm Wanda Johnson  †  

Monday  
 8:30 am  Ndum Family (SI)  
                       Tuesday  
8:30 am The St Joseph  Community  
7:00 pm   Thanksgiving for    
                   Nwankwo Family 
        Wednesday  
5:oo pm  Vanessa Ford  
                           (Birthday Blessings)  

                           Sunday 
8:00 am Benedicta Okpah      
                    (Birthday Blessings)  
10:00 am The St Joseph  Community (SI)  
12:00 pm Loraine Hayling           
                  (Birthday Blessings)   

CATHOLIC TRIVIA...  
 

Question: 
Which saint is the patron saint of priests?  
 
Answer:   
(a) St. John Vianney   (b) St Peter  (c) St Vincent Pallotti  

Confessing Sins  
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A Little Holy Humor ... 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA…  
You are correct if you  guessed : (a) St. John Vianney    

Just a Thought… 
 

If any four-word sentence encapsulates  

what we can expect from the Christian life,  

it is this:  

God had other plans.  

 
 
 
Sharing the Gospel 
After King Herod found out that Jesus had been born, little 
Jesus was no longer safe. Herod did not want any other 
kings around, even baby kings like Jesus. In a dream, God 
warned Joseph that their little family needed to move far 
away from Herod. Joseph took Mary and Jesus and got out 
of Bethlehem as quickly and as quietly as they could. God 
protected little Jesus. God wants you to be safe, too. 
 
Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for keeping Jesus safe when he was a 
little baby. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Joseph, Mary and Jesus moving away in 
the middle of the night. 
 
 
Mission for the Week 
If you were not safe, and if you had to move away in the 
middle of the night, list three small things you would want 
to bring along. 
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LOWEST PRICE AUTO SERVICE

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

LONG HO

Master Auto Technician

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4pm • Sunday Closed

2201 Brightseat Road
Hyattsville, MD 20785

301-277-0469 • 301-779-1818

Robert E. Evans Funeral Home
Care and kindness from 

professionals you can trust.

301-464-8836
Fax 301-464-3631

16000 Annapolis Rd. Bowie, MD

SEPTEMBER IS LIFE INSURANCE  

AWARENESS MONTH

Life Insurance is the last thing 
people want to talk about, 
yet it’s the first thing they 

ask for, after someone has a 
debilitating health issue or 

passes away

Mirabel Tandafor - Parishioner 
Licensed Financial Professional

Contact me for a free review and quote today
301-339-4426 | 301-825-2646

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294

CALL  

NOW!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  

		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

Dr. Kevin Granger
We Provide The Following Services:

Bone Grafting • PRP
Crowns/Bridges • Extractions

(301) 249-3333
1211 Enterprise Rd. | Mitchellville, MD 

www.enterprisesmiles.com

FULL MOUTH REHABILITATION        
SEDATION DENTISTRY • IMPLANTS

Your smile matters to us at

“Gentle as a feather... 
Strong in service”

9455 Lanham Severn Rd.  
Lanham, MD 20706

(301) 577-9455
www.Pridgenfuneralservice.com

Compassionate Quality 
Home Healthcare

Jumotek
Healthcare Services

Phone: 240-476-2696 

Email: secretary@jumotek.com
Website: www.jumotek.com

Dr. Monica Ugbaja, Administrator

License No.: R5174

RE/MAX United Real Estate

14340 Old Marlboro Pike

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

(301) 702-4200

Viola Laird
Associate Broker

Cell: (301) 785-2446

vlaird99@gmail.com

	It matters who 
		 you work with
	 For All Your Real Estate Needs 

Quality In Home Care for Seniors
301-925-2900

2006 Tulson Lane, Suite A-100, Bowie, MD 20721
homecare.distinctivehomecare.com

Independent Travel Agent

Erlissa Browne
Independent Travel Advisor

(301) 461-4209

ebrownetravel@gmail.com

erlissabrowne.inteletravel.com
Taking You To 

Your Happy Place

NEED AFFORDABLE, VIRTUAL URGENT CARE?
We’re Here for YOU!

Maryland’s #1 choice for 100% Virtual Care.
•	 Board-certified providers
•	 No insurance needed
•	 Pay-what-you-can model
•	 No surprise bills
•	 Adults 18+

Monday to Saturday,  
11 AM - 11 PM

Book now at  Book now at  

elixirvirtualcare.com  elixirvirtualcare.com  

or call (301) 301-5834.or call (301) 301-5834.

Elixir Telemedicine 
Urgent Care

Y O U R  H E A LT H  I S  O U R  # 1  P R I O R I T Y.

Become a 

Foster Parent A Foster Care Agency

Serious Inquiries Only • Tax-free Monthly Stipend • On-going Training 

LifeWorks (240) 886-9443 or (240) 893-4321

admin@lifeworksdmv.org • www.lifeworksdmv.org

If you are seeking high-quality pediatric-care for your children, we are the #1 
choice because we love what we do. Our patients receive exceptional medical 

care  by well-experienced, qualified Pediatricians, and Physician Assistants, 
and a sta� ready to serve you!

We are devoted to providing exceptional quality of care,
 from the tiniest newborns to young people age 21. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us:

Mary Ogunsanya MD, FAAP
Maryland Children Health Center

OFFICE LOCATIONS:

12150 Annapolis Road, Suite 208

Glenndale, Maryland 20769

Phone: (301) 218-0398
Fax: (301) 218-0040

6130 Oxon Hill Road, Suite 202

Oxon Hill, Maryland 20745

Phone: (301) 567-7776
Fax: (301) 839-6128

J.B. JENKINS WORSHIP CENTER at KETTERING, LLC

CHAPEL AND BANQUET HALL

www.JBJenkinsFuneralHome.com

301-322-2300

Beall Funeral Home
Family Owned and Operated

Pre-Need Planning • On-Site Crematory 
Complete Funeral and Cremation Services

www.BeallFuneral.com • 301-805-5544
6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715

B


