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SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2026
THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From the (BlSﬁOp s Pen... “So it was said to your ancestors; but I say to you.”

Have you ever driven through a neighborhood, admiring the beautiful houses on the streets? They may have what is called
“great curb appeal.” But what we do not know just driving by is how these houses look on the inside, where the homeowners
live. The scribes and Pharisees presented a certain kind of goodness, even holiness, to others. However, they governed their
thoughts and actions only by their external observance of the Jewish laws and how they appeared in the eyes of others.

The love of God and the love of others that flows from our love of God never filled their inner selves, so that pure love for God
and for others never filled their hearts where they really lived. An example was the Pharisees’ view of women. They did not
commit physical adultery, but they allowed themselves to regard women merely as objects for the pleasure of men. That atti-
tude adulterates genuine love and demeans women. That lack of love in their hearts is why Jesus said, “You have heard that it
was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you, everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.”

Think about how we can, at times, have less than loving feelings about our friends, our brothers, and sisters, even about our
spouses. These types of less than loving feelings recall more sayings, “never hold a grudge,” or “never go to bed mad at your
spouse.” These sayings apply to what Jesus is telling His disciples, “You have heard that it was said to your ancestors, You
shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to
Jjudgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raqa,’ will be answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool,” will be
liable to fiery Gehenna.”

We have also heard the saying, “kiss and make up.” Our parents have said it to us when we were not getting along with a sis-
ter, a brother, or a friend. Jesus is telling us to always do this when He said, “If you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall
that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and
then come and offer your gift.”

Finally, Jesus says, “Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,” and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.” Anything more is from the evil one.” Do not deceive
others by feelings that betray the apparent good of our actions. God is more interested in what He finds in our hearts than just
what He sees in our actions. God wants to find unconditional love for Him and for each other deep in our hearts, where we

really live. That unconditional love will then be sincerely shown in our actions. These actions will be pleasing gifts to place “at
the altar.”

— Bishop Roy Campbell
PARISH OFFICE HOURS PASTORAL STAFF MASS SCHEDULE
Monday thru Friday Pastor .
10:00 a.m. to 7: 00 p.m. Daily Mass 8:30 am
The office is closed for business on: Most Rev. Roy E. Campbell, Jr. Saturday Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm
ALL Weekends rcampbell@stjosephlargo.org Sunday Masses 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Tuesday Evening Mass 7:00 pm
Federal Gov't Closings Parochial Vicar

Holidays and Holy Days
i - (3017734838 Rev. Stephen Wong ADORATION SCHEDULE
one: (301)773- fistephen@stjosephlargo.org Tuesday _
Fax: (301) 773-6832 Exposition / Adoration 6:00 pm
Deacons Benediction 6:45 pm
: i - Every Friday
Website: www.stjoseph-largo.org Deacon Steven Nash Exposition / Adoration after morning Mass
snash(@stjosephlargo.org Benediction 10-00 am
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ First Friday
StJosephLargo Deacon Kyle Simon Exposition / Adoration after morning Mass

ksimon(a@stjosephlargo.org

Praise and Worship 6:00 pm
(Please make appointments for private meetings) Benediction 7:00 pm

Email: parishoffice@stjosephlargo.org
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PARISH STAFF
Cherry Neal
Parish Office Manager

cneal@?gﬁgg}ﬁfﬁgﬁﬁl— ext24 To The St Joseph Catholic Church Community

Parish Secretary
kmarshall@stjosephlargo.org - ext 10
Loraine Hayling
Financial Services
lhayling@stjosephlargo.org - ext 14
Stephen Joy

Our desire is that every member of our parish family encounters Jesus Christ in

a very personal and life-changing way as they journey through life within our

community. That now includes you and we welcome you to this very

personal, communal journey of faith as part of our parish family. As you

begin the next part of your faith journey with us, we encourage you to check in
et at the Welcome Table and complete the parish registration form. You may also

S oy@ftgl g;lelglejaﬁ?gfg f oxt 16 get the form from a Hospitality minister. Stay connected with the

Dr. Michael Clarke St Joseph Community through our Website and Facebook God has given you
N gifts to share in helping the Church build the kingdom and accomplish her

drmcgie(cc@t;}‘oc;?}yllllll;rlgo. org mission. Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help you discern where you are
Sr. Huong Pham meant to serve. Please check out our Ministries and Organizations at the
Faith Formation Welcome Tab]e or our Website. Pray, discern, then take that leap of faith and
religioused @stjosephlargo.org - ext 15 || 9 et engaged in the life of the parish.
Deacon Steven Nash
OCIA Coordinator LET US KNOW YOU ARE HERE
snash@stjosephlargo.org SO WE CAN PROPERLY WELCOME YOU!
SUPPORT MINISTRIES
PARISH TITHING AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Audiovisual Support:

Chuck Clay - chuck.clay@comcast.net We kindly request that you utilize your offertory envelopes and complete all

necessary information. Please enclose your check or cash within the envelope
and clearly indicate the enclosed amount on the exterior. This ensures accurate
acknowledgment of your generous contributions, as funds and envelopes are
processed separately. You are welcome to mail your completed envelopes or drop

Altar Servers:
Deacon Kyle Simon ksmon@stjosephlargo.org

Bereavement Support: them off at the Church. Your tax-deductible offerings are processed based on the
Contact Parish Office information provided on these envelopes. You may also make your contribu-
Eucharistic Ministru: tion through our online giving portal ParishSOFT Giving. This platform offers a
fucanshic ZIusiry: ) simple, secure, and convenient way to support the ministry and mission of our
Bernard Brodus bbroadus53@gmail.com parish. To enroll, or make a contribution please visit:
Food Pantry/ https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-651

. Vi tety: .
St, Vincent DePaul Socie We thank all who contribute regularly and generously
Rhonda Burriss or Pam White

301-773-0102 ext 13 to the support of our Parish
Good Samaritans Ministry:

Arleen Jeter. / Aida Massey Mass Intentions are made in the Parish Office

feoodshmaritans@gmai com MASS SPECIAL INTENTIONS | during regular business hours or may be given

Parish Council: to Hospitality Minister after the Sunday

Patricia lEaker-Silmon, Preﬂflent Masses. You will be contacted if the date requested is not available. Bookings

sjecparishcouncil@stjosephlargo.org for one name for several days in succession will not be accepted. An offering is

Wedding Coordinator: $10.00 CASH per date / per envelope. Mass intentions are acknowledged at
; the Sunday and daily Masses.

Thelma Lucas tucas44@gmail.com Mass intentions must be received in the office by

Youth Ministry: Monday 9:00 am to be included in the bulletin for the next week.

Beverly Dandridge fnptraveler6@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the NEXT
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS | bulletin are due in the Church Office NLT
12:00 noon on Monday. The bulletin is sent

Our Parish Family’s Weekly Offering

$ 16,311.76 February 8, 2026

to the printer on Tuesday morning.

Our average weekly parish expenses for Late submissions will go into the next bulletin.
January 2026 $ N/A
Our offertory last week was % N/A The Eucharistic Ministry is available
‘ _of expenses CoMMUNION CALLS / HOME VISITS |for communion calls and home visits
ParishSoft Giving: January 2026 $N/A If you or someone you know is

homebound but would like to receive communion on a regular basis, contact the
parish office on 301-773-4838 to schedule a visit. The office is open Monday
through Friday 10:00 am- 6:00 pm

Last Week’s Attendance: 743
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MASSES / OBSERVANCES

CHURCH CALENDAR / ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK

Sunday February 15, 2026
6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Masses:

8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm

Monday February 16, 2026
PRESIDENTS’ DAY
Mass 8:30 am

PAaRIsH OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday February 15

Dr. Clarke (CLR 2) 9:00 am
OCIA - (CLR1) 12:00 pm

Community Sunday - After All Masses (RR-A)

Knights Sunday (CH) 12:00 pm
SJYM Black History Program (RR) 1:50 pm

Monday February 16
e OCIA - Virtual 7:00 pm

Friday February 20

e Lenten Reflections (RR) 7:30 pm

Tuesday February 17, 2026
THE SEVEN HOLY FOUNDERS
OF THE SERVITE ORDER
Daily Mass: 8:30 am
Exposition/Adoration: 6:00 pm
Benediction: 6:45 pm
Evening Mass 7:00 pm

Tuesday February 17
e Dr Clarke Choir
Rehearsal (CLR2) 7:00 pm

Wednesday February 18
¢ Dr Clarke (CLR2) 7:00 pm

“Mass ‘
8:30am, 12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm

YimidiTha

SORFERTRS, S SRR v

Friday February 20, 2026
Mass: 8:30 am
Stations of the Cross:
9:00 am & 7:00 pm

Thursday February 19

e SVDP Packing for
Distribution (WW) 8:00 am

e Beginners Line Dance
Class (RR) 12:30 pm

e Denese Clay - Grow Your
Own Musicians (CLR1)
4:00 pm

e Dr. Clarke Cantor
Rehearsal (CLR2) 5:00 pm

¢ Denese Clay - Cantor/
VOP Rehearsal (CH) 6:00
pm

e SJCAF - African and
Friends Charismatic
Prayer Group (CLR1)
7:00 pm

e KC - Officers Planning
Meeting (RR) 7:00 pm

Saturday February 21

e Faith Formation
(CLR 1,2,3, RR,WW) 10:00 am

e SVDP - Food Distribution
(WW) 11:30 am

e Dr. Clark - Children's Choir
Rehearsal (CLR2) 11:30 am

¢ Jordan Gill - Youth Choir
Rehearsal (CH) 12:00 pm

e Sodality Marian Tweens
and Teens (RR-A) 12:30 pm

¢ Sodality Meeting (RR)
3:00 pm

¢ Denese Clay - Grow Your
Own Musicians - (CLR1) 1:00
pm

e Dr. Clarke - Cantor
Rehearsal for Vigil Mass
(CLR2) 3:30 pm

Saturday February 21, 2026
ST. PETER DAMIAN, BISHOP
AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Confession / Reconciliation
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Vigil Mass: 5:00 pm

Blessing of Love

Heavenly Father,
Ignite us with Your love.
Reveal to us Your will,
guide us in Your path.
Pour Your blessings upon us,

Help us to live, work, act, and speak

Amen.

You who are the giver of every good thing.

in ways that bring honor and glory to You.

Daily Readings for the Week of February 15, 2026

Sunday: Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or

5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37

Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/Mk 8:11-13

Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 8:14-21

Wednesday: J1 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17/2 Cor 5:20-6:2/Mt 6:1-

6, 16-18

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 9:22-25

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 5:27-32

Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-

19/Mt 4:1-11
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Please Pray for the Sick and Shut-in... Cathrine Abrams, Theresa Agorel, Gerry Anderson, Carla Amorim, Melody & Carl
y‘f Atkinson, Shelia Bailey, Randy Belt, Agnes Bell, Veronica Blakeney, Betty Brown,

Maxine Brown, Allen Burroughs, Paula Butler, Tanesha Butler, Elizbeth Campbell, Angela & Wick Cartwright, Angela Clark, Connie Clark, Chuck
Clay, Charles Christian, Angella Coker, Herman Davis, James Doe, James Dudley, Martin Ekeh, Verna Etheredge, Tammy Flarisee, Larry & Evelyn
Frelow, Adrienne, Fraser-Darling, Rita Gant, Gina Geron, Maureen Gramby, Patricia Greene, Catherine & Jennifer Gresham, Juanita Grillo, Kimberly
Grimes, Cecelia Handy, Burma & Lawrence Hill, Sheila Hinton, Luis Howell, Mark Humphrey, Gennie Huntley-Lopez, Cathy Jackson, Gwen Jarman,
Demetrius Jackson, Katie Jackson, Melvin James, Sebastien Jean-Marie, Wendell John, Donald Johnson, Latashia Johnson, Lyell Johnson, Roland Joyn-
er, Fr. Mike King, Mark Sr/ Mark Jr & Gabrielle Landry, Alton Ernest Lewis, Delphine K. Lofton, Marionetta D Lofton-Sutton, Henrietta Long, Gennie
Huntley-Lopez, Edwina Love, Karee Lucas, Sadie Malveaux, Ebony Marble, Barbara Marshall, Marilyn Marshall, Brenda Mason, Leondre Massey, An-
thony Mc Donald, Carlos Menefee, Solomon T. Miles, Jr. Thomasine M. Miles, Cheryl Mills, Kathleen Mitchell, Nancy& William Mooney, Fr. Ray
Moore, Loraine Moses, Madga Nelson, Nolan McWilliams, William Musee, Kameron Neal, Gloria Newman, Paul Newman, Ronald Nickens , Gail Norris,
Cynthia Obedike, Earline Parks, James & Stephen Parks, Robin Parsell, LaTanya Pelt, Larry Peters, Barbara Reece-Jones, Danielle Rhodes, Irene
Richmond, Miriam Ross, Teresa Ross, Cliffton Rush, Sheryl Sanders, Johnnie Scott, Thomas W. Scott, William Scriber, Tyrone Sellers, Dana Chapman-
Sewell, Lucille Shaw, Eunice Sparkman, Madeline Stillwell, Gwen Sutton, Percy Swain, Lucille Swann, Candice Taylor, Kenneth Taylor, Richard Tay-
lor, Eileen Thomas, Carolyn Thrash, Erma Torney, Frances Tyler, Evic Walker, Monica Wheeler, Cecilia Whittaker, Darryll Wilcots, Leon Williams,
Michael Younger

And the Recently Deceased:
Henrietta Long, Chioma Egemole, Uzoma, Paula Wynn

s GACass Intentrions MONDAY THURSDAY
8:30 AM PHILBERTA UNEGBU 1 8:30 AM IFEDIMMA NWANKPA
Sunday Tuesday BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
8:00 AM ST JOSEPH COMMUNITY (SI) 8:30 AM ROSEMARY SIMON T FRIDAY

10:00 AM CHARLES M. TOLSON 7:00 PM THE ST JosEPH CoMMUNITY  8:30 AM  VIRGINA NAsH SI

12:00 PM JULIANA ABOSEDE JOHNSON WEDNESDAY SATURDAY
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 8:30 AM LINDA NEWMAN 5:00 PM BRUCE JAMES MARTIN T
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS

MME W[H]E ﬂjﬂﬁ’ﬂﬂ[ﬁ{@\‘_’(‘g INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

VIRTUES, EXPLAINED! —
CONNECT WITH TRADITION
Jesus does not want us to live within the law — he wants the law AND GROW YOUR FAITH
to live within us. God’s law, fulfilled by His Son, is rich soil. We
must let it nourish the words and the decisions of our Christian Gentleness

life — only then will it flow forth into the world.

(Clnestdons o die [eal - or Vour (Reiflection

1st Reading Question:

Sirach speaks of the human freedom to choose between good
and evil and of God’s desire for us to act justly. What good
could you do this week for a friend or family member?

Gentleness, Explained!

As followers of Christ, we are commanded to “always
be prepared to offer an explanation ... to justify the
hope that is in you.”

But the success of that evangelism hinges entirely on
the very next instructions this passage contains:
“However, do so with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter
3:15).

2nd Reading Question:

Paul teaches that God reveals His wisdom to us through the Ho-
ly Spirit. How might you be more open to listening to the
Holy Spirit in your daily life?

Gospel Question:

The word “gentleness” has come to be associated with
softness and fragility — but there is no virtue that re-

Jesus offers stern warnings against breaking the command-
ments, holding grudges, committing adultery, divorcing your
spouse, and falsifying oaths. Why do you think Jesus holds
us to such high moral expectations?

CATHOLIC TRIVIA...

Question:

What are the names of the three theological virtues of the Catholic
Church?

Answer:

(a) Faith, Hope, and Charity.  (b) Faith, Hope, and Love

quires greater strength. As one of the fruits of the Holy
Spirit, gentleness disposes us to receive the inspira-
tions of the Spirit, who “reveals to men who Jesus

is” (CCC 152). In cultivating a spirit of gentleness, we
more closely resemble Christ, who was unfailingly gen-
tle, even in the face of violence and death.

“Every virtue is a good thing, but most of all gentleness
and meekness,” said St. John Chrysostom. “This shows
us men; this makes us to differ from wild beasts; this
fits us to vie with Angels.”
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AS WE PREPARE FOR LENT

February 18
Masses:

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
AND LENTEN REFLECTIONS

Every Friday During Lent
Starting Friday February 20th
Stations: After 8:30 am Mass and 7:00 pm
Reflections: Following Stations at 7:00 pm

ANNUAL MASS CELEBRATING
HISTORY

St. Joseph Catholic Church
Saturday, February 21st

“All are invited to Share, Learn, and Celebrate “
Praise and Worship 4:30 pm
Mass at 5:00 pm
Most Reverend Roy E. Campbell Jr.

Auxiliary Bishop of Washington
Principal Celebrant

For Our Young Parighiogers

SHARING THE GOSPEL

God's rules stop you from hurting yourself and the people
around you. God knows that if you really love him, you will
want to follow his rules. You will trust him. You will want
to be thoughtful and kind. You will want to love people the
way God does.

PRAYER
God, help me to follow your rules with my whole heart.
SOMETHING TO DRAW

Draw a picture of yourself cheerfully helping your parents
dust and vacuum your house.

MISSION FOR THE WEEK
Ask your parents to list three ways you can honor them.

4T™H ANNUAL MEN’S RETREAT
Theme: Repentance
Retreat Leader: Fr. Paul Sass
March 7, 2026
Holy Family Catholic Church, Mitchellville, MD
Cost: $50.00
Make checks payable to St Joseph Church Men’s Retreat

RECOGNITION OF
ST. KATHARINE DREXEL’S FEAST DAY
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISTIANA
DMV Alumni Club 5
February 28, 2026 5:00 pm Mass
St Joseph Catholic Church
2020 St. Joseph Dr. Largo, MD 20774
Following the Mass:
Remarks by DR. ANSEL AUGUSTINE
Asst. Dir. of the Secretariat of Cultural
Diversity in the Church at the USCCB
Food & Fellowship at Hook & Reel
Woodmore Town Center

CATHOLIC TRIVIA...

You are correct if you answered A and B.

“There’s a certain Wednesday during the year
when you can easily tell who’s Catholic.”

HeFATHFUL EUNAES

During Mass on Ash Wednesday, the priest
will place ashes on our forehead. This is a
symbol to remind us of ocur mortality. From
dust we have come, and to dust we will return.




) Elixir Telemedicine
) Urgent Care

YOUR HEALTH IS OUR #1 PRIORITY.

NEED AFFORDABLE, VIRTUAL URGENT CARE?
We're Here for YOU!
Maryland's #1 choice for100% Virtual Care.
- Board-certified providers

- Noinsurance needed

- Pay-what-you-can model
- No surprise hills
- Adults 18+

\!r{\(_, Enterprise
ke Dental Care

Dr. Kevin Granger

We Provide The Following Services:

FULL MOUTH REHABILITATION
SEDATION DENTISTRY ¢ IMPLANTS
Bone Grafting ¢ PRP
Crowns/Bridges ¢ Extractions
(301) 249-3333

1211 Enterprise Rd. | Mitchellville, MD
www.enterprisesmiles.com

SEPTEMBER IS LIFE INSURANCE

m l\\AWAFIENESS MONTH
L)

)

LOWEST PRICE AUTO SERVICE
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

LONG HO
Master Auto Technician @
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4pm Sundoy Closed
2201 Brightseat Road
Hyattsville, MD 20785
301-277-0469  301-779-1818

Life Insurance is the last thing
people want to talk about,
yet it’s the first thing they

ask for, after someone has a
debilitating health issue or
passes away

(/N/(// "&. “Cvans Tuneral . )%///(
Care and kindness from
professionals you can trust.

Jumotek

Healthcare Services

Compassionate Quality
Home Healthcare

Phone: 240-476-2696

Email: secretary@jumotek.com
Website: www.jumotek.com
Dr. Monica Ugbaja, Administrator
License No.: R5174

301-464-8836
Fax 301-464-3631
16000 Annapolis Rd. Bowie, MD

o
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B. JENKINS WORSHIP CENTER at KETTERING, LLC

CHAPEL

www.JBJenkinsFuneralHome.com

301-322-2300

AND BANQUET HALL

—d

r \  Beall Funeral Home

Family Owned and Operated

Pre-Need Planning ¢ On-Site Crematory
Complete Funeral and Cremation Services

www.BeallFuneral.com ¢ 301-805-5544
6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715

@&waa@

;Ej/ %%%m@ et Cuare,

Quahty In Home Care for Senlors

301-925-2900
2006 Tulson Lane, Suite A-100, Bowie, MD 20721
homecare.distinctivehomecare.com

MARTLAND CHILDREN
HEA.I..TH {EHTEH

1

- :ﬂ y “Gentle as a feather...
3 -{f: Strong in service” &
% =

Erlissa Browne
Independent Travel Advisor

Travel
Independent Travel Agent (301) 461-4209
Taking You To ebrownetravel@gmail.com

erlissabrowne.inteletravel.com

Your Happy Place

Become a

LifeWorks?2:
Foster Parent

Serious Inquiries Only * Tax-free Monthly Stipend ¢ On-going Training E| s el
LifeWorks (240) 886-9443 or (240) 893-4321 :
admin@lifeworksdmv.org * www.lifeworksdmv.org

MDMedAlert!™

«” Ambulance ¢ Police ¢ Family
v’ GPS & Fall Alert ”
(

o [ 8008089294 as\@'

$1

nlll

Oictee L

Associate Broker

Cell: (301) 785-2446

vlaird99@gmail.com

®

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

For All Your Real Estate Needs

RE/MAX

Realty Specialists

RE/MAX United Real Estate
14340 Old Marlboro Pike
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
(301)702-4200 [REX

St. Joseph, Largo, MD 03-0764
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