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The desire of my heart was always to help people. One day I began to draw 

closer to God, wanting to know him more, my prayer life changed and I was 

surrounded with people who were walking the lifestyle I wanted to live. I be-

came more involved in church, because I believed my God deserved more 

from me. I wanted to give him More. I joined several ministries, one being 

Social Justice Social Concerns to be a servant for God by helping his chil-

dren and find ways where others can become more involved in service and 

building that relationship with God. Therefore, this is our instrument/tool to 

use as a form of communication for our St Joseph family, a place to browse 

different ministry opportunities, a place where you smile, be encourage or 

help someone after reading an article. I want to share Gods word. We want to 

bring awareness of different ministries, upcoming events, read inspirational 

article, testimonies and inspire you to become more involved in The Living 

Spirit of St. Joseph. 
 

There is excitement in the air! You will see why there’s excitement in the air 

as you read this and subsequent issues of The Living Spirit of St. Joseph. 

This issue is dedicated to updating you on the ministries and organizations 

that are located here at St. Joseph. It also offers some insights into recent par-

ish events.  
 

Keep an eye on both The Living Spirit of St. Joseph and the St. Joseph web 

site (www.stjoseph-largo.org) for all the relevant and current information and 

just how you too can be involved. St. Joseph ministries, organizations are 

encourage to submit articles and pictures for insertion into future editions of  

The Living Spirit of St. Joseph. 
 

May you enjoy and learn something from this first edition of The Living 

Spirit of St. Joseph.  
 

Rachael  

The Living Spirit of St. Joseph    

 
“We’ve Come This Far By Faith” 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

2020 St. Joseph Drive 

Largo, Maryland 20774 

(301) 773-4838 
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Saint Joseph Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 

We, the Roman Catholic Community of Saint Joseph Catholic 

Church, are dedicated to fulfilling the prophetic mission of evange-

lization by building the kingdom of God in our parish and our 

community. We are witnesses to the proclamation of the message 

of redemption in which we have the words of evangelization life. 
 

Our goal is to participate in the Pentecostal outpouring of God’s 

grace and love by providing our brothers and sisters with an excel-

lent education and understanding of the faith so that they are well-

equipped to live out their lives as witnesses to Christ and the Gos-

pel. 
 

Through the intercession of the Holy Spirit, with God as our Father 

and Jesus Christ as our Hope, we bring a message of salvation and 

peace. Our mission is to advance God’s love and fellowship by 

living our faith through the Sacraments, proclaiming the Gospel 

and offering our lives as a personal example of God’s promise to 

the world. 

St. Joseph Ministries & Organizations 
John Huntley, SJSC Vice Chairman 

the St. Joseph community 

was founded on the virtues 

of Hospitality, Spirituality 

and Stewardship. And that 

within those virtues lies 

your time, or your talent, or 

your treasure. 
 

Your participation in some-

thing is needed here to keep 

up the joy and love so evi-

dent in our family! Getting 

involved in something is a 

wonderful way to meet oth-

ers and to make new friend-

ships in our household of 

Catholic faith. 

 

 

I am always amazed at how 

much God has given us and 

how much He continues to 

give! His power has no 

boundaries. I see His mira-

cles every day. Let’s find 

comfort and strength in His 

endless mercy by using the 

gifts and talents He has 

given all of us to build up 

the Body of Christ. In re-

turn, we will also receive 

back many times what we 

have given.  

The following are the min-

istries that define who we 

are as a community. These 

ministries are the life blood 

of St. Joseph parish. 
 

As you read through these 

descriptions, please find 

something that touches you 

or find the special 

“something” that God has 

been whispering to you 

about. It could be He is 

asking you to teach Reli-

gious Education, it could be 

He is asking you to sing 

with a choir, it could be He 

is asking you to pray the 

rosary each week. Whatever 

it may be, remember that 
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ALTAR SERVERS 
(adults, youth 4th grade and above) 
 

DESCRIPTION: Serve God by assist-

ing the Presider during Mass by hold-

ing the candle while accompanying the 

Cross-bearer, holding the Sacramen-

tary for the priest, helping a presenta-

tion of the gifts and throughout the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

COORDINATOR: Deacon Al 

Turner, 301-773-4838 or 

revmral@msn.com 
 

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASS 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: Parents must be registered members of the 

Parish and MUST attend a Baptismal Preparation class prior to 

their child’s baptism. Baptismal are usually celebrated on the last 

Sunday of the month after the 11:00 A.M. Mass. Only children up 

to age 6 are Baptized under the Infant Baptism policy. Children 7 

years of age and older and adults will be baptized under the RCIC 

& RCIA programs, respectively. 

COORDINATOR:  Rev. Roy E. Campbell, Jr., 301-773-4838 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
(adults, teens) 
DESCRIPTION: Read and study the Scripture and commen-

taries and share what you believe God is telling you in the sa-

cred text. 

COORDINATOR: Fr. Roy E. Campbell, Jr., 

301-773-4838, rcampbell@stjosephlargo.org. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
(adults, teens) 

DESCRIPTION: Children's Liturgy of the Word is offered during 

the school year on Sunday during the 11 o’clock 

Mass. It is geared towards children ages 5 through 

8 (Kindergarten through 3rd grade). The children 

of the parish are invited by Father after the Open-

ing Prayer to follow the Prayer Leader (Catechist) 

to a room where they hear the Sunday readings in 

words they can understand. They return to the congregation after 

the Creed. 

COORDINATOR: Kathleen Mitchell, 301-773-6087 and Gloria 

Celestine, 301-350-1157. 

To promote the virtue of Spirituality we encourage active participation in the Liturgy and in the many small 

groups offered on Sundays and during the week. Participation in the small groups enriches the lives of those 

who participate, provides an opportunity to make new friends, deepens your faith, and creates a support 

system within the group. You will be blessed by the Lord for the time spent in deepening your faith. 

Spirituality 

Liturgical Ministries 
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COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND AND 

HOSPITALIZED 
(adults) 

DESCRIPTION: An invitation to serve communion to the 

homebound and hospitalized. Requirements: Must be an Ex-

traordinary Minister of Communion and be able to take com-

munion on an as needed basis. Prayerfully consider becoming 

part of this important ministry. 

COORDINATOR: Joan Woody, 301-336-6957 and Bernard 

Broadus, 301-262-2350 or bernard.broadus@xerox.com 
 

CURSILLO ULTREYA 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: The Cursillo movement promotes not only 

personal spiritual growth, but recognizes that we are called by our 

baptism to be active apostolic members of the Body of Christ. 

The Cursillo movement is a lay movement to the Church which 

by its own method makes it possible to live what is fundamental 

for being a Christian, and to live it together. It helps people dis-

cover and fulfill their personal vocations and it promotes the crea-

tion of core groups of Christians who leaven their environments 

with the Gospel 

COORDINATOR:  Michael Davenport, 301-523-7374 or 

qstrom3@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(adults and teens) 

DESCRIPTION: Assist with distrib-

uting the Eucharist at Mass, taking the 

Eucharist and prayer to the homebound 

and cleaning of vessels after Mass. 

COORDINATOR: Joan Woody, 301-

336-6957 and Bernard Broadus, 301-262

-2350 or benard.broadus@xerox.com. 
 

LECTORS 
(adults, confirmed teens) 

DESCRIPTION: This ministry proclaims the scripture reading 

at Mass and other liturgies throughout the year with reverence 

and understanding. It recruits, trains and schedules ministers to 

proclaim the readings from scripture and petitions at Mass and 

other liturgical celebrations. 

COORDINATOR: Beverly Starks, 301-352-6117 or 

bstarks814@verizon.net. 
 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
(adults, teens) 
DESCRIPTION: Members meet to enter into conscious, loving 

communion with God and each other, offering prayers and songs 

of adoration, praise, repentance, joy, entreaty, supplication, peti-

tion, intercession, and thanksgiving to share in the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit for the up building of our Parish community. 

COORDINATOR:  Ernest Obidike, 301-459-9095 or 

cynest2001@yahoo.com. 

Spirituality 
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CANTORS 
 

(adults, teens) 
DESCRIPTION: To lead the 

assembly in sung prayer at all 

liturgies and to proclaim the re-

sponsorial psalm and verse of the 

gospel acclamation in sung pray-

er. To engage the assembly to 

participate in all liturgies. 

COORDINATOR: Theresa 

Leeke, 301-717-0855 or tleeke@aol.com. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIRS 

DESCRIPTION: To train children and youth of the parish 

ages 5-18 to sing for liturgical celebrations; train vocally the 

youth of the parish to become musical vocal leaders in the  

parish. 

COORDINATOR: John Adeleye and Bernadette Crawford at 

301-773-4838.  
 

GOSPEL CHOIR 

DESCRIPTION: To praise God in song prayer primari-

ly at the 11 A.M. liturgies. Ministering to the people of 

God at St. Joseph in all genres of music: spirituals, an-

thems, church hymnology; traditional and contemporary 

gospel music. 

COORDINATOR: Theresa B. Leeke, 301-717-0855 or 

tleeke@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROW OUR OWN MUSICIANS 

DESCRIPTION: To develop youth musicians (ages 6-17) in 

our parish to play for all liturgies. All musical instruments are 

available. One aspect of the program is to teach interested youth 

of our parish how to play the piano free. The ultimate goal is to 

guarantee our parish a pool of youth piano players that are com-

petent to play for all types of liturgies. All students must have 

their own instruments. 

COORDINATOR: Theresa Leeke, 301-717-0855 or 

tleeke@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL DANCE MINISTRY 

DESCRIPTION:  Our mission is to live, praise and worship, 

witness in the Word. The ministry is open to all members of St. 

Joseph Church who love Christ, who want to spread the Word, 

are coordinated (or at least have the great desire to learn), have 

a sense of rhythm and most importantly, who know that they 

are called and committed to serving Jesus through liturgical 

dance. “Let them praise His name in the dance: let them sing 

praises unto him with the timbrel and harp.” (Ps 149.3) 

COORDINATOR: Keisha Jackson, 202-486-2152 or 

kemg78@gmail.com. 

 

Spirituality 

MUSIC MINISTRY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
(children) 
DESCRIPTION: To assist parents, the primary religious edu-

cators, in their role of passing on the faith of the Catholic 

Church. To impart information and guide faith formation. 

COORDINATOR: Bernadette Crawford,301-773-4838. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(adults) 

DESCRIPTION: For those seeking to 

enter the Catholic Church or to be con-

firmed. RCIA presents an adult overview 

of our Catholic faith presented by mem-

bers of our community, with opportunities 

for participants to ask ‘hard questions’ and 

discuss answers from an adult perspective. 

RCIA is the process that adults follow to 

become a Catholic Christian including 

receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion and/or 

Confirmation. Community members who know someone search-

ing for deeper meaning in their life or desiring to become a Catho-

lic should personally invite and bring that person to the RCIA. 

COORDINATOR: Virginia Brust, 301-336-0868 or 

msburst@netzero.com. 
 

 

Spirituality 

We Now Have A Functional Website! 

There is a lot to see, but there are many pages still 

under construction. Keep checking for changes 

www.Stjoseph-largo.org 
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     Catechumens                    Sponsors 
 

Deja Adams              Angelia Bernett 

Latoya Adams               Theresa  Bernett 

Jalen Coles                      Sharon Thompson 

Justin Coles  Calvin Thompson 

Nyah Harriston  Loraine Moses 

Aniya Jones  Vanetta Wallace 

Oghenetega Ogbotor Theresa Nwankwo 

Jessica Ogbotor                Ezi Nwankwo 

Aaron Gaines                 Susan Kruettes 

Josephat  Onwubuche        Innocent Fracis 

 

     Candidate                        Sponsors 
 

Chelsea Adinuba             Kosi Obelagu 

Ekoue Amewounou         Gloria Celestine 

Kayla  Batson                   Vera Joseph 

Nyah Brown            April Thom 

Nadege Dogbo               Leon Williams 

Nadine Dogbo                  Learia Williams           

Presley Enyioko              Frances Asquo   

Princeton Enyioko          Frances Asquo   

Jade Green                     Meiling Assam 

Ikechukwu  Ifejieme        Bob Nwadije 

Darlington Nwanwa     Bernadette Crawford 

Valencia  Nwanwa   Bernadette Crawford                                                                             

Alexius  Nwanwa       Bernadette Crawford    

GlorIa  Nwanwa    Bernadette Crawford                                                                                        

Precious Nwanwa     Bernadette Crawford    

Akawung Tajong            Amin Gwa-Tajong 

Gordan Ugbaja             Emmanuel  Anyawu                                                                                           

Franklin Ugbaja    Emmanuel  Anyawu                                                                                                     

Jessica Ugbaja          Emmanuel  Anyawu               

                      

Confirmation Only                Sponsor         
 

An’Twan Bernett             Dai Shawn Coleman 

 

Teachers For The Children 
 

Bernadette Crawford       Coordination For Religious Ed. 

Jane Turner  Teacher 

Learia Williams  Teacher 

Leon Williams  Teacher 

 

Teachers & Team Members For The Adults 
 

Virginia Brust  Director 

Gloria Celestin  Ruth Colbert 

Deacon Alton Davis Jeannette Davis 

Marie Freeman  Gregory Harrod 

Romanita Harrod  Norma Mitchell 

Cherry Neal  Michael Saulsberry 

Catechumens and Candidates 

2012-2013  
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Welcome To The House Of The Lord 

The Lords Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done. On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

For ever and ever. 

Amen 

I Want to Be a Follower of Christ 
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Hospitality 

Our Spirit of Hospitality means that we endeavor to know and care about each other, 

to share a deep sense of belonging, and to welcome the stranger, new members, 

and guests as we could welcome Jesus himself 

 

BOY/CUB SCOUTS 
(Boy Scout - Ages 10 1/2 - 17; Cub Scout - 6 - 10)) 
DESCRIPTION: The Boy/Cub programs are open to young 

men and their parents/guardians, regardless of religious af-

filiation. The Boy/Cub Scouts of America only requires all 

members to have a religious foundation. 

COORDINATOR: Greg Harrod, 301-808-0774 or 

alphagph@yahoo.com. 
 

COMMUNITY SUNDAY 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION:  Coordinate, prepare and serve refresh-

ments on Community Sunday, after the 8:30 & 11 A.M. 

Masses.  

COORDINATOR: George & Erma Torney, 301-773-6086. 
 

GOOD SAMARITANS (GS) MINISTRY 
(adults, teens) 
DESCRIPTION: GS Ministry is dedicated to meeting the 

spiritual needs of parishioners and those in need of tempo-

rary assistance because they are elderly, sick, shut-in or tem-

porarily in crisis through: assisting with special Masses, 

transportation, home and hospital visits, making telephone 

calls and sending get well cards, praying the Rosary and 

offering general prayers, and providing other assistance that 

does not conflict with the mandate of another church or 

community entity.   

COORDINATOR:  Delores Missouri, 301-499-9604 or  

demissouri@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

KC LADIES AUXILIARY (KofC) 
(adults, ladies) 
DESCRIPTION: The KC Ladies is a circle of Christian 

women of God supporting the Knights of Columbus, James 

C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 to provide service to Church, 

Council, Community, Family, Youth and the Culture of Life. 

The KC Ladies assist the Knights of Columbus in meeting its 

goals and objectives and undertaking charitable endeavors. 

COORDINATOR:  Cathy Gresham, 301-868-5795 or 

catstew@aol.com. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: The Knights of Columbus are the largest 

Catholic fraternal organization in the world. Learn more 

about the Knights and their work for the Church and Commu-

nity and meet the men of our own council, the James C. 

Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422, here at St. Joseph. 

COORDINATOR: John W. Huntley, 240-441-9086 or 

jhuntley@some.org 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN  
(adults, ladies) 
DESCRIPTION: A circle of women who promote God’s 

love, social and spiritual growth among members. The minis-

try extends to full community through charitable assistance 

and spiritual support open to all practicing Catholic women 

between the ages of 16 and 62. 

COORDINATOR: Shirley Courtney, 301-350-7358 or 

courtnsw@pgcc.edu. 
 

MEN’S CLUB 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: The Men’s Club is a social and service 

organization of men providing opportunities for fellowship, 

service and outreach through a variety of initiatives, events 

and social activities that strengthen and support the mission 

of St. Joseph Catholic Church. 

COORDINATOR: Donald Wilson, 301-390-3358. 
 

MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY 
(adults, couples, teens) 

DESCRIPTION: Welcome parishioners and guests with a 

warm smile and a greeting, pay special attention to visitors, 

select parishioners to carry gifts at offertory procession, col-

lect offering at collection time, provide information to the 

Church, and distribute bulletins. Teens are welcomed! 

COORDINATOR: Cynthia Mills, 301-459-6832 or cat-

mills3@yahoo.com and Beverly Starks, 301-352-6117 or 

bstarks814@verizon.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SODALITY 
(adults, ladies) 
DESCRIPTION:  The Sodality seeks to promote a deep spiritual 

formation of its members and foster a genuine love for Mary and for all 

humankind. The Sodality encourages Sodalists to seek to live virtuous 

lives by abiding in the moral teachings of the Church, and facilitates the 

sanctification of individual Sodalists to equip them for the work of 

building up the Kingdom of God on earth. “Sodalis” is a Latin word, 

which can be translated as a very close friend or associate, a companion 

who shares the same principles and who is willing to work together for 

justice. The Sodality sponsors programs in liturgy, evangelization, ecu-

menism and community outreach.. 

COORDINATOR: Barbara Bechet, 301-336-6835 or 

bbechet3@aol.com. 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: This ministry was birth due to the evidence of 

the pain and hurt women carry around in their lives, due to un-

met needs, unresolved issues and unhealed hurts. It is the Minis-

try’s mission as ordained by God to Empower Women to be 

delivered from hurt and pain, thus enabling them to walk their 

life’s journey in wholeness and completeness, living their 

dreams and fulfilling their purpose. 

COORDINATOR: Loraine Hayling, 240-988-9381 or 

lhayling@stjosephlargo.org. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
(teens) 
DESCRIPTION: Provides high school age youth with pro-

grams and opportunities for spiritual growth through recreation-

al, social and service activities 

COORDINATOR: Virginette Scott, 301-499-1152 or 

youth@stjosephlargo.org. 
 

 

Hospitality 

THE GOOD SAMARITANS MINISTRY 
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Through the practice of the virtue of Stewardship, we 

recognize the gifts of each confirmed person which 

can be used toward the up building of the Kingdom 

of God. We work for justice and to improve the 

lives of the needy. We support the Lord’s work 

through sacrificial giving and hold all of God’s 

creation in reverent awe and respect. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
(adults, teens) 
DESCRIPTION: Help decorate our worship space. Lots of 

help needed to maintain the beauty and creativity of our wor-

ship spaces and to prepare them for celebration of the differ-

ent liturgical seasons. 

COORDINATOR: Freddie Mae Poole, 301-430-0619 or 

freddiemae2@verizon.net. 
 

AUDIO/VISUAL SUPPORT TEAM 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: Operate and maintain the audio/visual 

facilities of the church. 

COORDINATOR: Eugene Poole, 301-430-0619 or 

poole817@comcast.net. 
 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: The Bereavement Ministry offers support 

to members of our  parish who have lost a loved one. The 

Ministry is also responsible for helping families plan the Fu-

neral Liturgy. Once  a year, in November, the Bereavement 

Ministry sponsors a Memorial Mass to honor all those parish-

ioners whose Funeral Masses were celebrated in our church 

during the past year. The Ministry also assist the Pastor pre-

pare for funeral Masses by setting up the altar and commun-

ion offerings, greeting bereaved family and friends, following 

up with written communications to the family. 

COORDINATOR: Etoile de Hawkins, 301-336-0284 or 

etoile1706@aol.com and Eleanor Kleman, 301-336-2806. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CITIZEN EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) 
(adults, teens) 
DESCRIPTION:  Provides parking lot traffic control before/

after Mass on Saturday/Sunday and during special Church 

events. 

COORDINATOR: Carolyn Brooks, 202-371-7909 or 

Carolyn.brooks@skadden.com. 
 

CONCERN LADIES 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: The program includes concerns of today’s 

church and society as well as issues that affect the well-being  of 

women and children. We donate to charities, administer scholar-

ship programs and strive “to be helping hands where there is 

pain, poverty, sorrow or sickness.” 

COORDINATOR:  
 

FINANCIAL COUNCIL 
(adults) 

DESCRIPTION:  

COORDINATOR:  
 

GABRIEL NETWORK 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: The Gabriel Network is an interdenomina-

tional church-based outreach to women facing crisis pregnan-

cies. Volunteers serve women who want to choose life for their 

children but who face poverty, homelessness, or abandonment. 

Participating church communities are linked in a network to pro-

vide emotional, spiritual and material support to women and 

families in need. The Gabriel Network exists to offer these 

women hope and the assurance that bringing their children into 

this world is possible. 

COORDINATOR: Karen Barrington, 301-322-7128 or barring-

tonkaren@ymail.com. 

Stewardship  

CITIZEN EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) 
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J.C. FLETCHER CHARITIES 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION:  The objective of this forum is to provide 

scholarships to high school graduates through an extensive fund-

raising program. 

COORDINATOR: Peter Methodius, 301-218-0532 or pmetho-

dius@yahoo.com. 
 

REPAST COMMITTEE 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: The Repast Ministry is committed to provid-

ing comfort and peace to families after the funeral and interment 

of their loved one.  The ministry reaches out to families of de-

ceased registered parishioners by preparing a meal served in the 

comfortable surroundings of The Rosemont Room, allowing time 

for relaxation and fellowship with others.  

COORDINATOR: Burma Hill, 240-620-4556 or burma-

hill57@aol.com. 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 
(adults) 

DESCRIPTION: The Society at St. Josephs maintains a Food Pantry, 

prepares food baskets upon request and annually prepare and distribute 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets to the community. The Socie-

ty annually supports the Forestville Pregnancy Center through a "Baby 

Bottle" fundraiser campaign. Once a month volunteers visits the Prince 

Georges House and prepare a fresh and wholesome hot meal and serve 

it's homeless patrons. 

COORDINATOR: Deborah J. Duckett, 301-794-7349. or 

debbij76@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL JUST SOCIAL CONCERNS 

(adults) 

DESCRIPTION: Our mission is to sow the seeds of Hope in 

the hearts of many by educating and integrating our communi-

ty in the social mission of the Catholic Church. 

COORDINATOR: Rachael Miller,  301-350-2886 or 

r_miller652@yahoo.com. 
 

SENIOR LINE DANCING 
(adults) 
DESCRIPTION: Join us for fun and  a fantastic learning 

experience of the popular line dances. 

COORDINATOR: Cathy Gresham, 301-868-5795 or 

catstew@aol.com 
 

TUTORING PROGRAM 

(school aged children) 

DESCRIPTION:  Come join us and our students as we ex-

plore different scholastic subjects. Open to all school aged 

students. 

COORDINATOR: Virginette Scott, 301-499-1152 or 

youth@stjosephlargo.org and Cal Thompson, 301-928-2157 

or calthompsn@msn.com. 

 

Stewardship 

SJSC WALK FOR THE HOMELESS 



 

 

In 1922 Archbishop Michael J. 

Curly of Baltimore authorized a par-

ish in Glenarden, Maryland. A jour-

ney of faith begins.  
 

On Christmas Day 1922, joyful pa-

rishioners celebrated their first Mass 

in the quaint two story structure on 

Piedmont Avenue. For over forty 

years they worshipped there in faith 

and love.  God’s servants in Gle-

narden are on a journey of faith. 
 

In 1938, Archbishop Curley declared that the parish was 

to be dedicated under the patronage of St. Joseph.  Fi-

nally, a name for the church community in Glenarden:  

St. Joseph Catholic Church! 
 

The parish was the locale for worship, spiritual gather-

ings, celebrations and social activities. Even today, 

memories of the annual parish picnics and May proces-

sions elicit wide smiles from our elderly parishioners. 

The spiritual needs of the parishioners were served by 

several religious orders such as, the Josephites, the Holy 

Ghost Fathers, the Society of the Divine Word, the Ob-

late Sisters of Providence and the Sisters of the Holy 

Family. Faith and the love of God fostered a spirit of 

togetherness, of cooperation, of service, and of pride 

that remain intact in our present parishioners.  Faith pre-

vails. 
 

As the seeds of faith grew, so did the population of the 

parish; thus, the Archdiocese of Washington purchased 

the present site on St. Joseph Drive. In the Fall of 1966,  

several men of the parish erected a large sign on the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

new property that read “Future Site of 

the New St. Joseph’s!” Were these 

men not visionaries of Holy Scripture 

that says, “To have faith is to be sure 

of the things we hope for, to be cer-

tain of the things we cannot 

see.” (Hebrews 11:1)  
 

Ground-breaking ceremonies for the 

present church were held on Satur-

day, March 19, 1967, the feast of St. 

Joseph and the first Mass was offered 

on Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 1968.  Once 

again the parishioners of St. Joseph Catholic Church 

celebrated with joy and thanksgiving another faithful 

act.  Faith prevails! 
 

On Thanksgiving Day 2012, parishioners of St. Joseph 

Catholic Church celebrated 90 years of faithfully serv-

ing God.  From humble beginnings in a wooden frame 

structure on Piedmont Avenue in Glenarden, Maryland 

to the sprawling suburban brick structure in Largo, 

Maryland, God has been our Constant Companion 

along the journey. Parishioners have embraced an un-

wavering faith in building up the church.  Faith 

abounds.    
 

As we go forth towards our centennial celebration in 

2022, we move with trust and faith in God.   We em-

brace the same faithful determination that has endured 

through ninety years. The journey of faith continues.  

Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith 

depends from beginning to end” (Hebrews 12:2) 
 

 

Our Story at a Glance 

 

“We’ve Come This Far By Faith 

Leaning on the Lord” 
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90
th

 Anniversary Committee 

90
th

Anniversary Brunch 

“We Have Come This Far By Faith 

‘Leaning On The Lord’ 

Trusting in His Holy Word 

He never failed me yet” 
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MULTICULTURAL PICNICMULTICULTURAL PICNICMULTICULTURAL PICNIC   

Sunday, June 30, 2013Sunday, June 30, 2013Sunday, June 30, 2013   

“Rain, Rain Go Away, 

Come Again Another Day 

St. Joseph Parish Wants To 

Have Its Picnic” 
 

It is often said that “the Lord moves in 

mysterious ways” and that “he brings you 

just what you need.” And so too did he 

bring us just what we needed for a  truly 

wonderful Multicultural Picnic.  
 

Our day began as a beautiful “sun shiny 

day” as the St. Joseph parishioners gather 

to begin the picnic. Parents and children 

were running to and fro. The moon 

bounce was full of excited kids.  Ham-

burgers, hot dogs were on the grill and 

hot. Then, just in a blink of an eye, gray 

clouds moved in and rain poured. And 

then, the St. Joseph Spirit moved in and 

the parishioners, guest, one and all pro-

ceed to move all activities into the Rose-

mont Room. There, the picnic continued, 

we did not miss a beat. An inside/outside 

picnic showed that we are truly family at 

St. Joseph. 
 

That Multicultural Picnic was just 

Awesome! 

Yes, It Was Just Awesome! 
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Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 

Washington, DC 

 

Editor’s Corner 
 

This newsletter: “The St. Joseph Spirit” is formatted to provide you with information and to show you what’s getting done 

and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to the life of the St. Joseph parish. We also want everyone to know 

of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something new along the way about our Church.  Also, we invite minis-

tries, organizations and individuals to submit highlights of their respective plans and accomplishments to the Editor, Vernon 

Hawkins (vhawkinsjr@aol.com) and we’ll try to make this publication useful, informative and fun. 
 

Photo Tips 
 

Photos are one of the most important components of The St. Joseph Spirit, and the editorial staff relies almost solely on 

readers to fill the pages with images of ministry, organizations, and individual activities. However, the vast majority of pho-

tos that we receive are not usable because they are not editorially appealing - they are posed or blurry or simply poor quality. 

Compelling photos, on the other hand, always catch the eyes of our editors and represent your best chance of having it pub-

lished in the newsletter. 


