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• Atonement Scarves! Mystery solved! The family of Boston Tidwell 

(above) found a supplier for a great cold weather scarf! $30—

Contact Lone Star Apparel & More: 210-667-5662. 

• Saturday, Jan 26:  Annual Gala & Auction at Eilan, 6pm—11 pm. 

It’s a fun Great Gatsby theme this year, so mark your calendars! 

Please consider a table sponsorship or auction item donation.    

Volunteers are needed, too!  

• Parent Formation Meetings this week Thursday and Friday!  Yes, 

we are mentioning it again. And yes, It IS that important! 

Nota Bene / Note Well 

  
Dear Parents, 
  
We are so excited to host Mrs. Rosemary Vander Weele, Principal of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School in Denver, Colorado.  Our     
faculty was blessed to receive her testimony, ideas and wisdom in 
September as she gave two presentations during a Catholic classical 
workshop sponsored by the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. 
Peter.  Mrs. Vander Weele  understands and promotes authentic 
Catholic classical pedagogy and methodology.  Please help us to   
welcome her as she shares presentations with our school community 
on Thursday and Friday evenings. 
  
Mrs. Ana Powell will first present a short program for our parents in   
conjunction with the mandates of the Ordinariate and the USCCB. 
  
Sincerely in Christ, 
  

Mr. James Growdon 
Head of School 
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CRUSADER SPORTS UPDATE  
—from Interim Athletic Director Mr. Dakotah Vidal 

This football season was one to remember, as we 
made Atonement Academy Crusader history in 
making it to the program’s first ever championship 
game. From two-a-days in the brutal heat of    
summer to the cold playoff games of winter, the 
boys fought hard and bonded to a 6-3 record on the 
season.  
 
We had great team leaders with captains Joey Join-
er and Luke Hivnor. They led the team to victory in 
several tough games such as our away game in  
Corpus Christi vs. Annapolis Christian (whom the 
year before beat us very badly).  
 

Did You Know…? 
The service of Nine Lesson and 
Carols began at King’s College 
Chapel in Cambridge, England in 
1918.  This beautiful service fea-
tures the unfolding of the mystery 
of the Incarnation as told through 
Scripture and sacred song and has 
become a Christmastime event in 
many countries.  
 
Our Lady of the Atonement Catholic Church proudly presented its very first  
“Nine Lessons and Carols” in 1990 and we are pleased to continue this tradition today!  You won’t want 
to miss this year’s program on Sunday, December 16 from 4-5:30 pm. The parish choirs of Our Lady of 
the Atonement will feature works for choir, harp, and organ by Michael Fink, Benjamin Britten, Arvo 
Pärt, J.S. Bach, Dietrich Buxtehude, and Felix Mendelssohn. A reception will follow in the library.  

—from PTC Historian Claudia Phillips 

We fought hard in our first playoff game with some of 
our key players out with injuries, but we persevered and 
made it to the final championship game! We unfortu-
nately lost that game but we did not let it define the 
season that we had.  
 
The 2018-2019 Atonement Academy Crusader Varsity 
Football team will be one that is remembered for a long 
time for setting the bar for standards and discipline. On 
behalf of the entire coaching staff, we know we are 
blessed to have coached this hardworking group of 
young men, and are looking forward to spring ball and 
7 on 7 in the summer. 

 Go Crusaders! 



Atonement Families Band Together 
and Donate Life-Saving Equipment 

• Thurs. Dec 6:  PTC General 

Meeting, Library. 6-7 pm 

• Thurs. Dec 6:  Atonement 

Town Hall, St. Anthony Hall. 

7-8:30 pm 

• Fri. Dec 7:  La Posada,    

The Piazza. 6:30-7 

• Sun. Dec. 9: Booster Club 

Pancake Breakfast after 

7:30, 9, and 11 Masses. 

• Sun. Dec. 9:  Christmas 

Open House, 2:30-5:30 pm 

• Tues. Dec 11: Christmas 

Concert, 7th-12th Grades, 

OLA Church. 6:30 pm 

• Wed. Dec 12: Christmas 

Concert, 3rd-6th Grades, 

OLA Church. 6:30 pm 

• Sun. Dec 16:  Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols,     

4-5:30 pm 

 

• Tues. Dec 18: Christmas 

Concert, PK3-2nd Grades, 

St. Anthony Hall. 2:15 

Some Very  

Important 

Dates! 

 Earlier this year, a student at 
Northside ISD’s Reagan High 
School went into cardiac arrest 
while warming up for basketball 
practice. He stopped breathing and 
was resuscitated by an athletic train-
er who performed CPR and used an 
automated external defibrillator 
(AED), until paramedics arrived. He 
survived, and according to news 
reports, suffered from ventricular 

tachycardia, a condition in which 
the lower chambers of the heart beat 
abnormally fast. Apparently he nev-
er showed signs of this condition.  
 Thankfully, quick thinking 
and swift action saved the young 
man’s life. His story prompted sev-
eral Atonement families to join to-
gether and donate money that 
would be used to purchase three 
AEDs that have been placed in vari-
ous areas at The Atonement Acade-
my. These portable devices check 
the rhythm of the heart and can 
send an electric shock to the vital 
organ to try and restore a normal 
rhythm.  
 “When someone suffers 
from cardiac arrest, the faster you 
can get their heart pumping, the bet-
ter chance of survival,” says           

Dr. Paul Ku, an ER physician and 
Atonement parent. The AEDs are   
located in the school gym, church   
narthex and at the field house near the 
sports fields.  
 A big thank you to the Lane 
and Ku families who spearheaded this 
effort as well as the following families 
for their generous donations:  
 
Mrs. Sandra Czech  
Dr. Peter and Lisa Van Delden 
Drs. Daniel and Shawn Garcia 
Dr. Jose and Claudia Diaz 
Dr. Armando and Terri Garza 
Rodrigo and Dr. Pilar Valbuena 
Dr. Michael and Renee Keller 
Dr. Gustavo Gabino & Gabriela Barragan 
Dr. Chad and Christy Hivnor 
Drs. Jesus Garcia Gallegos and Veronica 
Tovar Sepulveda 
Dr. Napoleon and Raquel Puente 
Dr. Gary and Ana Lane 
Gerry and Dr. Leah Bacuta 
Drs. Gabriel Medrano & Lizmarie Gonzalez 
Dr. Marc and Margarita Pecha 
Drs. Paul and Barbara Ku 
The PTC 
 
*Take 60 seconds to learn how to save a 
life, visit: heart.org/handsonlycpr 

Three defibrillators are now located at three different areas 
throughout the school 

AED in the 
gym 

AED in the 
church 
narthex 



The Wendtland family have been fixtures around the 
our school since 2010, when their daughter Sian en-
rolled in kindergarten. After their military careers, the 
Wendtlands moved here to be closer to her husband’s 
family. They found our school by doing online research, 
where they discovered that The Atonement Academy 
was one of the top ten private schools — and had af-
fordable tuition! Currently attending our school are 
Sian, Gabriel, Mason, Steven, and Sharon. The rest, as 
they say, is history — with formidable contributions by 
the entire Wendtland family along the way!  
 
Here is Mrs. Wendtland’s fascinating story: 
  
I graduated from W.J. Keenan High School in South 
Carolina in 1989 and then attended the University of 
Tennessee looking to major in Architecture. After one 
semester, family finances required I return home. I was 
disappointed, but I became even more determined to 
go to college, and I decided to enter the United 
States Air Force in order to do so.  I enlisted as an 
Airborne Radio Operator and continued to fly on Air-
borne Warning and Control Aircraft for the majority 
of my military career assisting crewmembers with en-
crypted communications between the different military 
branches of service.  
 
I have flown on the EC-130 aircraft during the Cold 
War, the AWACs and JSTAR’s aircraft also.  While 
enlisted I was traveled all over the world and learned 
a lot along the way.  I was a Military Training Leader 
(MTL) for a short time where we were asked to march 
basic trainees to and from classes while attending tech 
school.  We also completed room inspections and im-
plemented discipline requirements set by the Air 
Force.   
 
I eventually became a Technical Instructor for other 
Airborne Radio Operators at Keesler AFB where I 
taught for two years.  After the final three years fly-
ing on the JSTARs aircraft I moved into the Training 
Wing at Robins AFB where we gave annual evalua-
tions and tests for various aircrew positions.  I enjoyed 
my time in the military for 13 years with an honorable 
discharge to start a family in the fall of 2003. 
  
While starting our family and raising six children I 
accomplished a B.S. in Retail Management with a goal 
of eventually opening my own small business once the 
children started school.  I became a parent substitute 
and head homeroom mom at The Atonement Academy 

for a few hours a day.  I started working at The Atone-
ment Academy as a part time librarian in 2012 for 
approximately one year before Deacon Orr asked if I 
could work full time.   
 
I loved working in the library and spending time work-
ing with teachers and students.  I decided to pursue my 
Masters in Library Science rather than start a small 
business and have not regretted a single moment since 
making that decision.  I have since continued to pursue 
higher education, the latest being a Masters in Library 
Science at the University of North Texas. I will have 
completed all classes by Dec 15th.  I take my certifica-
tion test in the spring of 2019 and Graduate May of 
2019.   
  
Currently I spend time with my family, sewing, knitting/
crochet, reading, working in the St. John Paul II Library, 
volunteering with the American Heritage Girls Scouting 
Troop and completing homework assignments. In the 
future I hope to not only pursue my love of crafting 
and possibly pursue my Ph.D. in Library Science once 
my children have all enrolled in college. 

Faculty & Staff Spotlight: 

Mrs. Deborah Wendtland 



 

Included in the evening’s program is the 

mandatory training required by the 

USCCB (U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops). Please note that this training is 

not the Virtus training that is required of 

people who volunteer or are employed 

by the school. Rather, this is designed 

especially for parents. “Awareness 

about child sexual abuse—what it is and 

who commits it—opens the door to 

some simple steps parents can take to 

protect children.” (VIRTUS Protecting 

God’s Children Program) 

THE CATHOLIC  

CLASSICAL SCHOOL: 

The Intellectual and  

Spiritual Formation 

Critical to Education 

Today  

Rosemary Vander Weele was born 
and raised in Denver CO. She earned 
an undergraduate degree from Fran-
ciscan University of Steubenville and 
graduate degrees in Catholic Leader-
ship from the Augustine Institute and 
Education Administration from Regis 
University. She taught middle school 
English and history for seven years 
before becoming the principal of Our 
Lady of Lourdes in 2011. Lourdes is a 
parish school much like our own, and 
Mrs. Vander Weele’s leadership 
brought the school out of a slump 
and made it into a thriving standard 
bearer for Catholic schools across the 
country. 

Special Presentation by  

Rosemary Vander Weele, 

Renowned Educator  

and Speaker for  

The Institute for Catholic Liberal 

Education. 
www.CatholicLiberalEducation.org 

We will have TWO opportunities to hear from Mrs. Vander Weele:  Thursday, Nov. 29 

and Friday, Nov. 30 — both at 7:00 in the evening in the Common Room. 

WE ASK THAT AT LEAST ONE PARENT PER FAMILY 

ATTEND ONE OF THESE SESSIONS!  

https://mail.atonementonline.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=d918ecdb91af42c79162cdc35256e4f5&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.Catholicliberaleducation.org


Catching up with Crusaders 

 
Roberto Rivera Keller,  

Crusader from 2008 To 2011 
 

With a degree in 2D and 3D animation, former Crusader 
Roberto Rivera Keller is making a name for himself in the 
design world. Roberto currently lives in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada where the avid drawer freelances for  
clients that include DreamWorks Animation.  
   
Roberto spent his freshman and sophomore years at Atone-
ment, and returned to Mexico with his family his  junior 
year. Although Roberto didn’t graduate from Atonement, 
he says his years as a Crusader were extremely formative, 
and he credits his education to helping him get where he is 
today.  
 
Favorite memory of Atonement?  
The Atonement trip to Rome. It was my first time to visit 
Rome and it was the first time I got to see all my friends 
from the Atonement after I had moved back to Mexico. It 
was a fun and educational trip.  
 
Favorite tradition at Atonement? 
Another memory I’m fond of is being a part of the first 
Atonement football team. I’m proud to have been a part of 
the group that started that tradition. 
 
Hobbies: 
I draw everyday. I also like to get together with friends  
during the weekend to play soccer. Watching movies is not 
only a part of the work I do, it’s also a passion of mine. 
 
How did Atonement prepare you for college and 
the real world? 
When I first came to the Atonement, I was a very shy      
person and didn’t speak much. By the time I left, I learned 
to be more vocal and expressive, thanks to my teachers and 
friends there. It really helped me in my studies and now in 
my work, since I often give presentations. 

 
— from Crusader parent volunteer Jenny Halpin 

A couple of samples of Roberto’s work: 



Crusader  

Alumni  

Association 

Inaugural  

Meeting 

PTC Growing and Thriving  

— and Needs YOU! 

Katie Sanchez- President  
Sanchz4@yahoo.com 

Christina Cantu- Vice President  
Christina.cantu@nisd.net 
 
Elizabeth Pro- Secretary  
epro_333@yahoo.com 
 
Roxanne Rodriguez- Treasurer  
Roxrod21@yahoo.com  
 
Jennie DelaGarza- Head Room Mom 
Jenniedlg9@gmail.com  
 
Yvette Robles- Parliamentarian  
Roblesyvette@sbcglobal.net 
 
Susana Trevino- Staff Liaison  
Strevino@atonementonlinemcom 
 
Claudia Phillips- Historian 
rosatx0504@gmail.com 

PTC invites you to the general meeting on 
December 6th, from 6 until 7 pm in the Li-
brary.  They will adjourn in time for the 
“Town Hall” meeting in the St. Anthony 
Hall that begins at 7pm. They need your 
help and support — and they have fun, 
too! So whether you have a little time to 
devote —or a lot— know that they can use 
your ideas and your helping hands! 

Our King’s Fair weekend was an opportunity 
for graduates and former students to return to 
campus for some fun and fellowship!  Classes 
from 2008, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2016, and 2018 
were represented at the dinner on Friday, Oc-
tober 19, and another 30 alumni attended 
King’s Fair the following day! 
 
Thanks to Mrs. Susana Trevino and our ‘08 
alumnus Brandon Cruz for putting together 
the inaugural activities! 
 
Graduates of 8th grade classes and high school 
classes, as well as all former students of The 
Atonement Academy are all considered 
ALUMNI.  
 
More information to come on future activities, 
but in the meantime send your alumni news to 
Mrs. Trevino at strevino@atonementonline.com. 

Crusaders TRAVEL  

THE WORLD! 

 

• Honors Choir to      
Carnegie Hall  

• Pro-Life Rally in 
Washington DC this 
spring 

• Rome Pilgrimage, Fall 
2019 

 

News about upcoming 

trips in the next issue! 
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