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• It’s Advent! Clearly, from Mr. Growdon’s message above to our 

many traditions before Christmas, we focus on preparing for Jesus! 

Several pages at the end of this newsletter provide Advent Season 

activities as well as “Prayer before the Christmas Crib” which is a 

lovely way to begin Christmas morning! 

• Toy Drive tomorrow and Friday!  See page seven for details!  

• “Town Hall” Meeting tomorrow! We will gather in St. Anthony Hall 

at 7pm, right after the 6pm PTC Meeting in the Library.  

Nota Bene / Note Well 
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Fides et Ratio 

  
Greetings Parents, 
  
As we enter into the mystery of Advent, we are reminded of the great generosity 
of our God, who first prepares our hearts to receive Him and then comes to    
rescue us from our sins and our despair.  Let each of us be mindful of the many 
blessings we daily receive and let our charity increase as we generously give 
back to the Lord. 
  
In the spirit of generosity, which is the virtue we celebrate this December, let us 
be mindful to give back of ourselves to the Lord, who is never outdone in gener-
osity.   Advent is a time of preparation.  In the middle of the busy hubbub all 
around us, let us make time for the Lord each day.  Listening to God while 
spending time in silent prayer, reading scripture together, praying a rosary as a 
family, and looking after the needs of secluded or neglected souls, are all ways in 
which we can open ourselves up to receive the Lord’s grace in our lives.  Advent 
is a holy season.  As Catholic Christians, let us remember the purpose of our joy 
as we generously prepare our hearts for His arrival.  
  
Blessings for a holy Adventide, 

 Mr. James Growdon 
Head of School 
 
P.S. A hearty thank you to those who attended the presentations by Rosemary 
Vander Weele.  We recorded the sessions and they will be available on our new 
website once it is up and running! 



CRUSADER SPORTS UPDATE  
— from Interim Athletic Director Mr. Dakotah Vidal 

Special thanks to Crusader parent Mr. Petroff for the great photos of our athletes! 

Did You Know…? 

This past weekend we had both of our 
Varsity basketball teams competing in 
the Patriot Invitational tournament.  
 
Both teams went 1-3 on the tourna-
ment, however with only 3 practices 
before the tournament, we looked 
fairly well and ended the tournament 
both with victories. With only five girls 
on the varsity team, they look very 
competitive with Coach Caldwell  
leading the girls program in the right 
direction.  
 
Overall, both programs went into the 
tournament and came out better than 
they were before. Both teams are   
getting better. I am looking forward to 
both programs growing and compet-
ing this year.  
 

 Go Crusaders! 

Even before we had a high school, The 
Atonement Academy had biennial pilgrim-
age trips to Rome. Designed as a middle 
school trip, many students participated 
with their parents.  
 
After we added a high school, the pilgrim-
age became more of a trip for upper    
scholars. At that point, former headmaster 
Mr. Ralph Johnston and a group of parents 
planned and carried out a Washington DC 
trip for middle school students on the     
alternate years.  
 
Upper scholars, parents, and teachers will 
once again make pilgrimage to Italy. Start 
saving and planning those fundraisers, Up-
per Scholars! 
 
Photos from various previous pilgrimages   
including Rome, Assisi, and Orvieto. 



Virtue of the Month:  Stewardship 

• Thurs. Dec 6:  PTC General 

Meeting, Library. 6-7 pm 

• Thurs. Dec 6:  Atonement 

Town Hall, St. Anthony Hall. 

7-8:30 pm 

• Fri. Dec 7:  La Posada,    

The Piazza. 6:30-7 

• Sun. Dec. 9: Booster Club 

Pancake Breakfast after 

7:30, 9, and 11 Masses. 

• Sun. Dec. 9:  Christmas 

Open House, 2:30-5:30 pm 

• Tues. Dec 11: Christmas 

Concert, 7th-12th Grades, 

OLA Church. 6:30 pm 

• Wed. Dec 12: Christmas 

Concert, 3rd-6th Grades, 

OLA Church. 6:30 pm 

• Sun. Dec 16:  Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols,     

4-5:30 pm 

 

• Tues. Dec 18: Christmas 

Concert, PK3-2nd Grades, 

St. Anthony Hall. 2:15 

Some Very  

Important 

Dates! 

All grades are focused on developing this virtue during December. 

This month, Crusaders are being 
mindful of ways they can be 
good stewards of resources.   
 
The NHS Toy Drive at the end of 
this week as well as their visit to 
help at the Food Bank (depicted 
above) are a few ways upper 
scholars are being good stewards 
of time, talent, and treasure.  
Second graders grabbed red bags 
to clean up the playground this 
week.  Mrs. Kennedy’s class is in 
the uppermost photo, and her 
second grader Josef Ferenzi is at 
right. 



As you know, every year an advent tree is placed in the lobby 
of the Atonement Academy showcasing various book titles 
printed on ornaments to be donated to the library.   
 
Please help support the replacement and purchase of new 
book titles for the St. John Paul II Library this holiday sea-
son.  The library book list can be found on Amazon.com under 
the Atonement Academy.  We are happy to accept the book 
personally or by mail.  You may also donate monetarily by 
placing your donation in an envelope and giving it to Mrs. 
Johnston at the front desk or any of the library staff. 
  
We would especially like to thank the Deschenes family for 
donating $200 towards books from our library…Wow!  The 
books purchased from the Advent Tree will be added to our 
collection in honor of Daureen and Ray Deschenes who were 
faithful donors to the St. John Paul II library.  
 
We hope you have a blessed Advent Season! Thank you so 
much for considering a donation to our library during this 
very busy time of the year. 

  
  —Mrs. Wendtland and the Library Staff 

The 2018 St. John Paul II Library Advent Tree 

FLAT STANLEY TRAVELS THE WORLD — and  

returns to Atonement Second Graders 

Mrs. Weems’s       

Second Grade 

Class 

An annual reading unit in Second 
Grade at The Atonement Acade-
my, Flat Stanley is enjoyed by 
students and their families.  The 
character is packed up and 
mailed to friends and family 
around the world, then returned 
to the second grade hallway.  
 
This year, Flat Stanley characters 
from Mrs. Weems’s and Mrs. 
Kennedy’s classes have jour-
neyed to the White House, the 
Bahamas, Belize, San Francisco, 
New Jersey, New York City, Ha-
waii, Michigan, Wisconsin,  
North Carolina, Colorado, and 
Pearland, Texas (so far!). 



Our Lady of Atonement Pastor Rev. Mark Lewis   
announced that Amelia “Amy” Nieto has joined The 
Atonement Academy as the Director of Develop-
ment, the first time a staff member has been added 
for the exclusive purpose of raising money for the 
school. 
 
Ms. Nieto has an extensive  
development background. She 
served at San Fernando Cathe-
dral for twelve years as the Di-
rector of Advancement and 
was also the   Executive Direc-
tor for the Historical Centre 
Foundation. She was instru-
mental in completing the Capi-
tal Campaign for San Fernando 
Cathedral and continuing the 
development efforts for both the Cathedral and the 
Foundation after the conclusion of the campaign.  
 
“I am pleased to have Amy join The Atonement 
Academy team, I know that she will continue to    
enhance and build on our current fundraising efforts, 
as well as share the mission and vision of The Atone-
ment Academy’s with potential donors,” said Rev. 
Lewis. “Amy has a unique skill set that blends well 
with our staff, she identifies with the mission and  
vision and values of the school and her development 
experience will enable her to fully develop a fundrais-
ing program to help our school develop and grow.” 

Crusaders GET READY FOR  

PRO-LIFE MARCH FOR LIFE  

RALLY IN DC 

Members of the St. Gianna Molla Pro-Life Club 

are working hard to raise funds that will get them 

to the national Pro-Life Rally in Washington DC 

this January 16-19.  There are 15 young people 

registered to attend. Please do support them 

any way you are able! 

 

 

Chores For Charity 
 

The Advent Lower School service project, Chores For Charity, is a      

tangible way for students in grades PK 3 through Grade 6 to to perform 

acts of sacrifice and show love for others.  It will also encourage our 

students in the practice of such virtues as charity, generosity, zeal,    

diligence, courtesy and responsibility. 
 

We hope you will take advantage, once again of this wonderful      

service project and guide your child to make the sacrifice of doing 

chores to earn money for children who really need our help. Families 

served by the Saint Vincent de Paul Society will benefit from your 

child’s acts of sacrifice, love, and charity. 
—Mrs. Amy Zuberbueler, Dean of the Lower School 

 

 New Fundraising Position Added 
to Crusader Staff 

Advent Activities Abound! 
Mrs. Czech sent in photos of the 4th grade girls at 

their daily Advent practice, reading Scripture pas-

sages and adding an ornament to The Jesse Tree. 

EvaMaria Wick is on p. 1, and classmates Kacey 

Meyering and Valeria Flores are pictured above.  



 

A Visit to the Christmas Crib 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

OUR FATHER.  HAIL, MARY.   GLORY BE. 
 

V.  The Word was made Flesh.        R.  And dwelt 
among us. 

O Divine Redeemer, Jesus Christ, kneeling before thy 
crib, I believe that thou art the God of infinite majes-
ty, even though I see thee here as a helpless babe.  
Humbly I adore and thank thee for having so hum-
bled thyself for my salvation as to will to be born in a 
stable.  I thank thee for all thou didst wish to suffer 
for me in Bethlehem, for thy poverty and humility, for 
thy nakedness, tears, cold and sufferings. 
 
Would that I could show thee that tenderness which 
thy Virgin Mother had toward thee, and love thee as 
she loved thee.  Would that I could praise thee with 
the joy of the angels; that I could kneel before thee 
with the faith of Saint Joseph, or the simplicity of the 
shepherds.  Uniting myself with these first worship-
pers at the crib, I offer thee the homage of my heart, 
and I beg that thou wouldest be born spiritually in my 
soul.  Give me, I pray thee, the virtues of thy blessed 
Nativity. 
 
Fill me with that spirit of renunciation, of poverty, of 
humility, which prompted thee to assume the weak-
ness of our nature, and to be born amid destitution 
and suffering.  Grant that from this day forward I may 
in all things seek thy greater glory, and may enjoy 
that peace promised to men of good will. 

 
Sweet Babe of Bethlehem, I praise thee, I bless thee, 
I thank thee.  I love thee with all my heart.  I desire 
to worship thee, and to be like thee in all thy holy 
and blessed ways. 
 
O Holy Mary, as I here adore thy Divine Son, pray 
for all little children, that they may be protected 
from all harm and danger, and that they may grow 
in grace and in favor with God and man. 
 
We pray thee, O Father, that the holy joy of Christ-
mas may fill our minds with thoughts of peace, and 
our hearts with a sense of thy great love: hasten the 
time when war being done away, we may love as 
brethren, and bring in the reign of the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 

 ADVENT WREATH PRAYERS 
During the Advent season, families should spend time togeth-
er preparing for the approaching celebration of the birth of 
Christ. An Advent wreath can be a great focal point for fami-
ly prayers and holiday celebrations. 
An Advent wreath is a wreath of laurel, spruce or similar 
foliage with four candles that are lighted successively in the 
weeks of Advent to symbolize the light that the birth of Christ 
brought into the world. Traditionally three of the candles are 
purple, the color of kings and of penance. A rose-colored 
candle is used to mark the Third Sunday of Advent as a time 
to rejoice over the closeness of Christmas and the coming of 
Christ. 
Children love the beauty of the simple traditional ceremony. 
Lighting candles in an Advent Wreath is a simple way to start 
a tradition of family worship in the home. Those who partici-
pate will cherish the experience all their lives. 
Prayer: 
Each day your family should gather around the Advent 
wreath, generally before the evening meal. The proper num-
ber of candles are then lighted and a prayer is said. 
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
It starts at the evening meal on the Saturday before the first 
Sunday in Advent with the blessing of the wreath. (The head 
of the household is the one designated to say the prayers, fol-
lowing which various members of his family light the can-
dles. If the group is not a family, then a leader may be select-
ed to say the prayers and others appointed to light the can-
dles.) The following prayer can be used. 
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
All: Who made heaven and earth. 
Leader: O God, by whose Word all things are sanctified, 
pour forth Your blessing upon this wreath and grant that we 
who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ 
and may receive from You abundant graces. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 

—Mrs. Amy Zuberbueler, Dean of the Lower School 



Thurs. Dec. 6 & Fri. Dec. 7 

Before School, 7:15 - 7:45 

Toys can be new or in good condition if used 
No weapons (swords, nerf guns, etc.)  

Toys will be going to St. PJ’s Children’s 
Home. 

 Toys can also be dropped off at Open 
House   

December 9th. 
NHS members will be assisting with carline 

and waiting to accept your toys.  
Thank you so much for your generosity this      

Christmas season! 
 

 

Advent 
Toy Drive  

 



The 8th graders recently competed to 
see who could build the best compound 
machine. The winning team members 
are Emmalise Wick, Clare Hivnor, Alex-
is Obeng, Ali Schott, Heather Joseph, 
and Sofia Tamez. (Pictured below, cour-
tesy of their teacher Mr. Shawn White.) 

Creativity Counts! 

 
Mrs. Walters provided 
this photo of the 8th 
grade boys with their 
creativity projects — a 
part of their Logics class!  

Upper School 
Choir News 

 

The Upper School Choirs will be going to 

Padua Place, a retirement facility for area 

clergy, on December 14th. They will per-

form a short concert for the retired priests 

mid-day. 

 

The choirs also are making plans to raise 

funds for their Spring trip to Carnegie Hall.  

They will be leaving on March 16th and re-

turning on March 19th with the perfor-

mance on March 18th.   

 

NOTE: On the evening of the Upper School 

Concert on Dec. 11, Las Palapas on Haus-

man is providing The Atonement Academy 

Music Department with 20% of the pro-

ceeds!  Just be sure to tell them you are 

there for our school!  Good from 5:00 pm 

until 9:00 pm. 

Compound Machines  

Competition 



 

Did you know our troop owns a trailer 

with tents, stoves, cast iron, fishing 

poles, etc?  We are equipped for  

adventure, we just need YOU! Bring 

your son for a night and create a 

memory for a lifetime.  

 

Trail Life USA Troop TX0814 is char-

tered by Our Lady of the Atonement 

Parish. It is a scout program open to 

boys in grades K-12, and they do not 

need to be Atonement students to 

participate.   

 

We have been a very active group in 

terms of camping, hiking, outdoor 

skills, etc.  The troop would like to fur-

ther develop our program for both 

the younger and older boys alike.  

  

For the younger boys we would like 

to add outings such as the zoo, fire 

station, and police station visits.  The 

younger boys have in the past       

enjoyed things like a pinewood   

derby (we own the track) and doing 

smaller campouts in St. Nicholas 

field.   

 

The older boys would like to plan 

larger trips to Colorado or Big Bend.  

We would also like to take some of 

the older boys to witness the beauty 

of the Ordination of men to the 

Priesthood.  To also serve the parish 

and community through service   

projects.  

 

We need parent volunteers to help 

develop these programs.  Troop 0814 

relies currently on a small handful of 

volunteers to plan these events.  

Come learn what we can do and 

what you can do as an active parent 

volunteer. 

 

If you have questions, please call 

Tom Stallard 210-639-2989 or     

thomasestallard@outlook.com 

Join us for  

Camping at  

Palmetto State Park 

December  

14-15th.   

 
You must be            

registered with the 

troop by December 7th 

to attend.    

See contact infor-

mation below. 

Trail Life USA 



Dec 11
th

  God’s Not Dead (Middle School) 

God’s Still Not Dead 2 (Upper School) 

Time: 4:30 – 6:00pm 

Dec 12
th

 – The STAR (Lower School) 

Time: 4:30 – 6:00pm 

After School Movie & Pizza 


