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• Christmas Concerts began this week!  One more tonight, then PK-3 

through Grade 2 next week Tuesday afternoon! 

• AR Deadline:  Has shifted to December 21st (half-day).   This will 

ensure everyone has had plenty of time to succeed in accomplishing 

individual reading goals.  

Nota Bene / Note Well 
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Fides et Ratio 

  Dear Families, 
  
At our Town Hall meeting, Fr. Mark Lewis, Mrs. Cece Smith, Miss Julia Bush, and I 
each shared portions of the direction that The Atonement Academy is taking, from 
the focus on our Catholic classical identity, to our efforts towards re-branding and 
marketing to future families, to the new programs which are now offered.  My own 
comments did not address all of the positives and the terrific integrity that we have 
as an institution, and for that I wish to apologize and to clarify.   
 
This is our school.  This is the same school that began in 1994 and will be entering its 
25th year in 2019.  We have a beautiful liturgy, filled with sublime music, where each 
one of us may lift our hearts to worship the Lord.  We have a wonderful faculty, who 
pour themselves out for their students.  We have a caring staff who look after our 
children and adolescents.  We have dedicated families who donate their time, talents, 
and resources to this joyful community.  We have virtuous students, who work hard 
and do their best.  And we have a bright future, limited only by our imaginations.  I 
am blessed to be among you, and thank you for your prayers. 
  
As we continue our journey through Advent, all of us recognize the immense bless-
ings we receive from the Lord.  The students, parents, faculty, administration, and 
clergy, who make up The Atonement Academy, are blessings to me and to my      
immediate family.  Additionally, you have provided kindness, hospitality, and    
generosity to families new and old, and each of us is thankful to be a part of this 
school community. 
  
Sincerely in Christ, 

Mr. James Growdon 
Head of School   



CRUSADER SPORTS   
 

Special thanks to Crusader parent Mr. Petroff for the great photos of our athletes! 

Did You Know…? 
In an effort to promulgate our 
religious heritage and tamp 
down growing secularism, St. 
Nicholas has visited our class-
rooms on December 6 (or near-
est school day) since the school’s 
beginning in 1994. St. Nicholas 
visits classrooms and distributes 
chocolate coins provided by our 
terrific PTC. 
 
Our beloved faculty member 
Mrs. Susana Trevino brought us 
the tradition of La Posada, and 
last week we enjoyed the re-
enactment of Our Lady & St.   
Joseph seeking refuge along 
their journey. Tamales, hot     
cocoa, and Mexican baked goods 
all were available after the short 
program. 
 

Varsity Basketball 
Teams in Action! 

 
 

For  Winter Sports Game 
Schedules, go to 

www.atonementsports.org 



Virtue of the Month for December:  
Generosity 

• Wed. Dec 12: Christmas 

Concert, 3rd-6th Grades, in 

the Church. 6:30 pm 

 

• Sun. Dec 16:  Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols,     

4-5:30 pm in the Church. 
 

• Tues. Dec 18: Christmas 

Concert, PK3-2nd Grades, 

in St. Anthony Hall. 2:15 

Some Very  

Important 

Dates! 

Chores For Charity 
 

Each Advent, the Lower School’s 

Chores For Charity project carries 

out the theme of generosity.      

Students perform acts of sacrifice 

and show love for others by doing 

special chores for which any       

donation will benefit our parish’s St. 

Vincent de Paul outreach.           

 
Students pictured above (from left to 

right) are Mariana, Stefano, Caroline, 

and Emma. 

Our Head of School, Mr. Growdon, has brought to The 
Atonement Academy a wonderful class called Logic so 
that students are equipped with the science of correct 
thinking both inside and outside of the classroom.  
 
Logic investigates and classifies the structure of state-
ments and arguments, both through the study of formal 
systems of inference and through the study of argu-
ments in natural language. Logic will define the Truth 
(with the capital T) and its order through critical think-
ing. I appreciate the opportunity to teach this class and 
help form their young minds to use logic to separate 
truth from falsehood. 

—Mrs. Melisa Ramos Walters 

New This Year:  Logic Class for 8th Graders 

Some of the 8th grade boys in Logic class. 



 Crusader Booster Club Family Pancake Breakfast a Success! 

Perfect pancakes and sizzling sausages were the 
stars of the Booster Club Pancake Breakfast last Sun-
day morning! 
 
THANK YOU to the Booster Club’s efforts to build 
community and raise funds for our athletic pro-
gramming and equipment! 
 
Parents, students, and staff came together to work 
and provide a morning of fun, fellowship, and great 
food! 



 

Mrs. Pasket’s Kindergarten class enjoyed their hunt for The      

Gingerbread Man around campus! And decorating him, too! 

Our fierce MS girls playing Keystone.  

Second graders exploring the pond. 

Miss Lozano’s class with St. Nick 

Seniors get their last pic with St. Nick 

Miss Szyszkieciwz gives St. Nick her list 

Mr. Growdon greets St. Nicholas 

BINGO to celebrate St. Nicholas Day 


