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Jul 26:  Senior Sunrise Rosary & Breakfast, 6:15 am in 
 the Piazza (p.9) 
Jul 26: Summer Picnic, 6-7 pm St. Anthony Hall  
 for PreK and Kindergarten Families. (p.4) 
Aug. 1: School Physicals, Dr. Armando Garza, 7-9 pm 
Aug. 3: Campus Beautification Day, 7:30-10:30 am (p.10) 
Aug 7:  LS Parent-Only Orientation, 7-8:30 pm (p.3) 
Aug 8:  MS/US Parent-Only Orientation, 7-8:30 pm 
Aug 9:   Meet the Teacher and Drop Off Books and 
 Supplies, 9 am-12 noon 
Aug. 9:  All-School Picnic Social 12:30-3 pm,  
 St. Anthony Hall (p. 4)   
Aug 12:  First Day of School  

15415 Red Robin Road   San Antonio TX  78255  210-695-2240     www.theatonementacademy.org 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL MATTERS! 

Times 

Upcoming Events 

We Welcome Mr. Marco Melendez, Director of Music 

ALL FOR GOD AND FOR HIS GLORY. 

IN WHATEVER YOU DO,  

THINK OF THE GLORY OF GOD                

AS YOUR MAIN GOAL. 

—ST.JOHN BOSCO 

"I am extremely humbled and honored to join the outstanding faculty 

and staff of The Atonement Academy!  While increasing the notoriety 

of the Academy's choirs, I will strive to continue the long-standing   

tradition of providing an advanced-level choral music education     

program to all the Academy's students. As an auxiliary to the educa-

tional program, I hope to establish additional auditioned ensembles for 

students in the lower and middle schools and provide choristers the 

opportunity to perform on local, regional, national and international 

tours. The future is bright for The Atonement Academy, and I look   

forward to beginning this new chapter of my life with the faculty, staff, 

and especially, the students."  

~Marco Melendez, Director of Music for The Atonement Academy 

(See Mr. Melendez’s full story on page five.) 



Parish Information 

Fr. Mark Lewis, Pastor 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  

and 6 p.m. (Latin) 

Saturday Mass 
10:00 a.m., followed by Confessions 

4:30 p.m. (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Daily Masses  
7:00 a.m.,  12 noon 

For information on becoming a        

parishioner, having a Mass said,   

making arrangements for the          

Sacraments or other matters, contact 

Mrs. Adame at the Church Office at 

210-695-2944. 

PTC Community Outreach 

Nota Bene / Note Well: 

—BOOKMARK OUR NEW WEBSITE! 
Be sure you are now using 
www.theatonementacademy.org for 
the most current information. 

—STILL NEED TEXTBOOKS? See 
“Textbook Tips & Tricks” page in 
“Forms & Documents” on the         
Resources tab. 

—YEAR AT A GLANCE CALENDAR is 
online, also in “Forms & Documents” 
under the Resources tab. 

—COUNTDOWN TO START OF 
SCHOOL: 16 days! 

 

The PTC Community Outreach at The Atonement 

Academy is offering our students and families a won-

derful opportunity to volunteer and help serve The 

Fullness Of Truth Catholic Evangelization Ministry. 

Fullness of Truth will be having their summer confer-

ence titled “Behold Your Mother” with amazing speak-

ers such as  Immaculée Ilibagiza and Fr. Donald Callo-

way MIC. August 16-18 at the Hill Country Hyatt Re-

sort. 

The goal of our community outreach is the help build 

involvement and increase community service from our 

school and parish. It is my hope that with this specific 

opportunity to serve Fullness of Truth our students 

will experience the true joy of 

being part of a ministry that 

deepens and enriches the 

faith of so many! 

I encourage our families to 

visit Fullnessoftruth.org and 

consider attending this years 

conference. What a wonder-

ful way to begin the new 

school year! 

If you or your student would like to volunteer, 

please contact Laura Nichols at 1(478)221-1583 

or Snichols3377@gmail.com 

—Laura Nichols, PTC Community Outreach 



Parent-Only Orientations are a new twist on 
our back-to-school ritual.  

Choosing a Catholic classical school for your 
child makes demands on you as a parent in 
ways that another school may not.  

It is critically important for your child’s       
success that his or her primary educators 
(parents) and professional educators (teachers) 
start the 2019-2020 school year on the same 
page.  

Therefore, we will hold the Lower School   
Parent-Only Orientation on Wednesday,     
August 7th from 7-8:30 p.m., and the Middle/
Upper School Parent-Only Orientation on 
Thursday, August, 8th from 7-8:30 p.m., both 
in the Common Room.  

Students will have the opportunity to meet 
their teachers and drop off supplies on Friday 
morning, August 9, from 9-12 noon. 

PARENT  

ONLY 

Atonement parishioner and dad Armando 
Garza MD will be administering physicals 
for students and athletes registered at The 
Atonement Academy on August 1st from 7-
9pm in the Crusader Gym. 

This is a great opportunity to get your stu-
dent’s physical updated and sent to the 
health office, (and the Athletics Office, too, 
if they are an athlete).  

If your athlete will be participating in Up-
per School sports, they will have to fill out 
the TAPPS physical form.  The Student 
Physical Examination Form and the 
TAPPS Medical Packet can be found on 
the school’s website under “Forms and 
Documents” on the “Resources” tab. 

School Physicals: August 1, from 7-9 pm 

A big THANK YOU to Dr. Garza who will be provid-

ing this service free of charge to our Atonement 
Academy students. 



ALL-SCHOOL 

PICNIC 

The Atonement Academy 

Please RSVP with our front office at (210) 695-2240 by August 5th.  

WHO: PTC invites our entire Academy community to attend! 

WHAT:  We are having an informal picnic AND we will be providing fun and 

refreshments for you and your family! 

WHEN: Friday, August 9th, 12:30 until 3 pm (Remember, there is a Mass 

at noon) 

WHERE: St. Anthony Hall — because it’s HOT in August! 

WHY: To welcome everyone back to school and celebrate the start of our 

new 2019-2020 school year! 



Accomplished Musician and 

Former Director of  

Milwaukee Children’s Choir 

Joins Atonement Faculty  

Music fills the halls at The Atonement  
Academy, and we’re happy to announce that 
this new school year, our sweet student voices 
will be led by a talented musician who has a 
diverse background in music. 
 
Marco Melendez is a conductor, educator, and 
sacred musician, and has accepted the position 
as director of music for our highly-acclaimed 
music department. Mr. Melendez began his 
musical career as a member of the world-
renowned American Boychoir. While attend-
ing the American Boychoir School in Prince-
ton, New Jersey, he performed in venues such 
as New York’s Carnegie Hall and Avery   
Fisher Hall in Lincoln Center.  
 
Mr. Melendez was the Artistic Director for the 
Milwaukee Children’s Choir and during his 
time there, he helped recruit more than 250 
new singers. He was also instrumental in     
developing and coordinating the music      
programs for both private and public schools 
in the Milwaukee area. His impressive       
musical career also includes collaborative  
performances with Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame legends who helped build Motown 
sound, The Four Tops, and also with Grammy
-award winning guitarist, Carlos Santana.   
 
Mr. Melendez has been a music director for 
churches throughout Texas, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and California. He was an        
adjunct associate professor of music at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, where 
he taught courses such as Fundamentals of 
Voice. Before that, he taught music for      
children K-8 at St. Anthony/Immaculate   
Conception School, in San Francisco, CA and 

was a conductor for the Piedmont East Bay 
Children’s Choirs in Oakland, CA, and the 
San Angelo Singing Boys, in San Angelo, 
Texas.  
 
Mr. Melendez has earned both his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in music. He received 
his master’s in vocal pedagogy at Holy Names 
University in Oakland, California, and his 
bachelor’s in sacred music from Westminster 
Choir College of Rider University in Prince-
ton, New Jersey. Mr. Melendez has also      
received several certifications from the Choral 
Music Experience Institute and is a member 
of the American Choral Directors Associa-
tion, American Guild of Organists, and the 
National Association for Music Education.  
 
Born and raised 
in San Angelo, 
Texas, he’s the 
youngest of five 
siblings. When 
he’s not busy 
with his career, 
the movie buff is 
catching a flick or 
spending time 
with his adorable 
Teddy Bear dog, 
Allegro.  
 
Please help us 
welcome Mr. Melendez as he begins this new 
chapter at our school. He is new to the San 
Antonio area, so feel free to recommend plac-
es he should check out! 



SUMMER PICNIC  

For Our Youngest Crusaders:  

All PreK through Kindergarten  

Friday, July 26th from 6:00 until 7:00 in the evening 

Meet in St. Anthony Hall, where we will eat in the air-conditioned hall.  

We will have hot dogs as well as paper / plastic ware.  

Bring your own beverages as well as a side dish or dessert to share  

(see suggestion below to help with variety). 

Last Name: A-E: Beans or Salads  

E-J:  Chips   

K-Q: Veggie or Fruit Tray 

R-Z:  Cupcakes or Cookies 

 

We will have activities for the little ones, and  

it will be a great opportunity for the children to get familiar with their school  

and their new teachers. 

Parents can get to know new and returning families as well! 

(Parents can take their children to the playground, too.) 

 

So that we may adequately plan for your participation, please call the office at  

210-695-2240 by July 25 and let us know how many  

members of your family will attend. 



Coffee with Mr. Watson 

Next date:  Friday, August 16th 
at 8:30am 

Monthly coffees with Mr. Wat-

son are typically scheduled for 

first Fridays, but our In-Service 

will require the August meeting 

to be pushed back a bit.  Plan 

now to attend!  

Please call by the Thursday  

before (Aug. 15th) to let us know that you 

will attend: 210-695-2240,  

Mrs. Johnston  

(or cjohnston@atonementonline.com).   

Educators are keenly aware of the risks and benefits 
of social networking, and our own school has seen the 
effect the internet has had on our community.       
Vehicles such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter 
can help us communicate with many of our families, 
but they also can present problems when we are not 
vigilant. 

This year, we would like to help our students and 
their families develop a safer, more responsible inter-
net presence and wiser use of smartphones, so we in-
vite you to be a guest writer and provide your in-
sights, tips, and guidelines that your family follows. 
We will gather your advice and wrap up our August 
newsletter with your personal recommendations and 
tips.  Share your insights with Mrs. Havel 
(mhavel@atonementonline.com) and we will collect 
the notes and provide the information in the last 
newsletter in August. 

For those of you who routinely use social media, we 
ask for your help in promoting our school, so please 
like, share, retweet, or comment on the content we 
promote through our various social media channels. 
A great deal of news, information, and events involv-
ing Atonement are promoted on social media, so we 
encourage you to share our news with your audienc-
es. Our school Facebook page, The Atonement Acad-
emy, includes information to the public. There is also 
a private group, Atonement Academy Exchange, 
which is an internal private group that may be joined 
by our enrolled families and alumni. Not only do we 
highlight school news, but we often profile students 

SOCIAL MEDIA — 

For GOOD or for ILL? 

and staff who are doing great things in our commu-
nity. On Twitter, we may be found at https://
twitter.com/AtonementSA, and on Instagram, https://
www.instagram.com/explore/locations/17119739/the-
atonement-academy/. 

Please don’t hesitate to share any news and info you 
might have! Our best referrals and outreach are 
“word of mouth” —YOURS!  

https://www.facebook.com/TheAtonementAcademy/
https://www.facebook.com/TheAtonementAcademy/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/268926669877839/
https://twitter.com/AtonementSA
https://twitter.com/AtonementSA
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/17119739/the-atonement-academy/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/17119739/the-atonement-academy/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/17119739/the-atonement-academy/


If you have seen a few familiar faces around here more 

often, it’s no accident. As the last academic year ended, 

we began discussing our needs with Mrs. Mary Havel 

and Mrs. Jenny Halpin, and they have agreed to join us as 

contract consultants for our communications and market-

ing efforts. Together with Ms. Amelia Nieto, our full-time 

director of development and communications, they will 

work on promoting the great work of The Atonement 

Academy as well as Our Lady of the Atonement Catholic 

Church. 

 

Mrs. Havel has been part of our Atonement community 

since 2006. She worked at the school as an English teacher 

in the middle and upper school, later serving as the Low-

er School Administrator while also handling marketing, 

admissions, and other duties. Her two sons graduated 

from our school in 2013 and 2014. She left our full-time 

employ in December 2017, then began contract work for 

us on the newsletter beginning in November 2018. Mrs. 

Havel will continue her work on the weekly newsletter, 

and beginning in June, she will be managing our internal 

communication needs with items to include the school 

handbook, the faculty handbook, official certificates, 

posts to the school’s Atonement Exchange (the Facebook 

group exclusively for currently enrolled families), and the 

like. In addition, some items targeted toward external 

constituents also will be included, and produced in con-

sultation with the professionals charged with those com-

munications, such as school promotional brochures, ad-

missions flyers, and the like. Questions regarding school 

colors, school logos, and other image-related concerns 

should be directed to Mrs. Havel.  Her school email is 

mhavel@atonementonline.com and her cell number is 210

-710-0534. 

 

Mrs. Halpin began her association with The Atonement 

Academy in 2014. She has three children at the school, 

currently in 4th,3rd, and 1st grades.  Mrs. Halpin is a for-

mer news reporter and a public relations consultant for 

several companies. She will oversee promotion of school’s 

communication with the public. The goal of the outreach 

will be to generate interest in the school and our parish. 

This includes media outreach for potential stories involv-

ing school news, student/staff profiles, awards, sports, or 

unique features that highlight the school. This role will 

also create interesting content for external, and internal, 

communication designed to promote our efforts through 

the school website and newsletter, social media channels, 

or any format that will highlight the school and parish in 

the community and beyond. Mrs. Halpin may be reached 

at jhalpin@atonementonline.com or via her cell number, 

210-885-8927. 

 

Ms. Nieto has been with us since November 2018. An  

accomplished certified fundraising professional, her back-

ground includes serving as director of advancement for 

San Fernando Cathedral as well as other roles with the 

Cathedral for twelve years. With the hiring of Mrs. Havel 

and Mrs. Halpin, Ms. Nieto will be better able to direct the 

majority of her efforts to raising funds for our school and 

church from proposal writing as well as developing moral 

and financial support within our Atonement community 

specifically and the Catholic community in general, across 

the country.  All fundraising within our parish – church 

and school-- should be coordinated with Ms. Nieto, 

whether PTC, athletic boosters, special events, crisis or 

other special causes, and the like. Ms. Nieto has also rede-

signed the websites for both the church and the school and 

will be overseeing the continued development of both 

sites. In addition, Ms. Nieto will manage the rentals of our 

church and school facilities. An evolving responsibility for 

Ms. Nieto is that of her role as our coordinator of commu-

nications. She will coordinate the efforts of our contracted 

staff and also will manage our school communications, to 

include en masse correspondence to school families as   

determined by the head of school and/ or the pastor. Her 

email is anieto@atonementonline.com, her extension is 

125, and her cell number is 210-827-7302. 

 

We are enthusiastic about the team we are forming to 

communicate with our constituents, raise awareness of 

our school and church, and provide valuable financial 

support for our current needs and future growth.  

 

Teamwork the Goal for Nieto, Halpin, and Havel 

https://mail.atonementonline.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2337da8728544b6ab4797516fd3a4ace&URL=mailto%3amhavel%40atonementonline.com
https://mail.atonementonline.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2337da8728544b6ab4797516fd3a4ace&URL=mailto%3ajhalpin%40atonementonline.com
https://mail.atonementonline.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2337da8728544b6ab4797516fd3a4ace&URL=mailto%3aanieto%40atonementonline.com


A MATTER OF TASTE 

CATERING 

Your School Lunch Provider 

Great News: Parent Preordering of Meals 

and Online Meal Payments Now Available 

 

Dear Crusader Parent/Guardian, 

A Matter of Taste Catering has selected EZ School 

Apps for our school lunch management software.  

This product offers our schools a safe and secure 

way to pay for student meals online from any browser 

using EZ Parent Center ( www.ezparentcenter.com ).  

It also provides a parent and student the opportunity 

to discuss meal options and then preorder meals 

online.  

After signing up you will have the opportunity to: 

• Select and order meals online. 

• View your student’s account balances 24/7. 

• Track your payments and purchases. 

• View the school’s menu options. 

Enjoy the convenience of online ordering, online pay-

ments and the view of your student’s account 24/7. 

School zip code   78255 

School CODE        111 

Thank you, 

A Matter of Taste Catering 

 

REMINDER— 
SENIOR SUNRISE  

ROSARY & BREAKFAST: 
TOMORROW! 

 
 
For the Class of 2020, from Mr. Watson: 

“One of my greatest joys is assisting teachers 

and students to grow into virtuous leaders. It 

is an ideal toward which I, too, am striving. 

In the coming year, I will look to our rising 

Seniors to model magnanimity and humility 

as they set the tone for the student body. 

Therefore, I am inviting all members of the 

Class of 2020 to join me on campus for a 

sunrise rosary, Mass, and breakfast. We will 

meet Friday, July 26 at 6:15 a.m. in the pi-

azza, have some brief instructions, and then 

process in prayer around the campus. We 

will return to the Sacred Heart Chapel where 

Father Lewis will offer Mass, then gather for 

breakfast in St. Anthony’s Hall. (‘Wait!’ I can 

hear them saying, ‘That’s too early!’ Yes. It 

is—for the faint of heart. This is how I know 

that I, who will also be rising early, will be 

spending the dawn hours praying with and 

getting to know young men and women on 

whom I can depend.).” 

http://www.ezparentcenter.com


Coach Dakotah Vidal- Athletic Director 
Coach Vidal oversees the Athletic Department for The Atone-
ment Academy. He is also AED and CPR certified.  Currently, 
he is tackling certification through Atavus Level 1. Coach Vidal 

is an alumnus of The Atonement Acade-
my, and he has his bachelor’s  degree in 
Kinesiology: Sport and Recreational Man-
agement from Abilene Christian Universi-
ty and his masters of Education in Kinesi-
ology from Hardin Simmons University. 
He is currently pursuing his teaching cer-
tificate in Physical Education and Health. 
He will be returning in his third year as 
head coach for Varsity Football, Basket-
ball, and Baseball.   

 

Coach Carlos Miranda- Director of 
Soccer/Varsity Soccer, PE teacher 
Coach Miranda is returning as the head 
coach for varsity men’s soccer and also 
assists middle school teams, both boys 
and girls. Coach Miranda is an accom-
plished soccer player who played for 
Puerto Rico’s FIFA U20 national soccer 
team for two years. He also played in 
college for Western Nebraska Commu-
nity College and Baker University in 
Kansas. When he’s not coaching or teaching at the school, 
Coach Miranda is also a coach for South Texas Youth Soccer 
Association Olympic Development Program.  
 

Coach Alex Alvarez- Varsity Volleyball 
Coach Alvarez will be the new head volleyball coach for the 
varsity team.  He has coached youth sports for more than ten 
years, and has spent the last three years at Atonement, coach-
ing the middle school volleyball team. Coach Alvarez has also 
been a club volleyball head coach for four years, and has 
earned numerous certifications in coaching, refereeing, and is 
also Impact and CPR certified. During the day he is a lead pro-
gram analyst for USAA, where he’s been employed for more 
than 18 years.  
 

Coach Kimberly Buendia- Head Girls Varsity Basketball 
and Head Girls Middle School & Varsity Softball 
Coach Buendia will be the new head coach for the girl’s bas-
ketball and softball teams. She is a familiar face at Atonement, 

having served as an assistant coach to 
both teams last year, and she also led 
the cross country team. Coach Buendia 
played softball and basketball in college 
at Coastal Bend College in Beeville, Tex-
as. Having grown up with a father who is 
a coach, she has been involved in sports 
since she was 3 years old. Before moving 
to San Antonio for school, she coached 
travel teams with the Boys and Girls 
Club of Taft, near Corpus Christi.                    

She is currently pursuing an associate’s degree in Kinesiology 
and after completing that, she hopes to further her educa-
tion in counseling.  
 

Coach Megan Alvarado- Girls Middle School Volleyball 
Coach Alvarado has been coaching volleyball for four years 
and will be leading the girl’s middle school volleyball team 
this year. She has played volleyball for multiple clubs over 
the last decade and this will be her second year coaching at 
Atonement.  
 

Coach Jennifer Gray- Varsity Cross Country 
Coach Gray is returning as the upper school cross-country 
coach this upcoming school year. She has been guiding Cru-
sader athletes since 2017, when she began coaching the 
middle school cross-country team. 
Coach Gray is also a teacher at TAA, 
where she teaches biology to both 
upper and middle school students. 
She graduated magnum cum laude 
from Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, Ohio with degrees in 
biology and political science, and a 
minor in theology. Ms. Gray has 
worked with children through various 
programs like LifeTeen and vacation Bible School programs.  

 
Coach Juan Pablo Ortiz- Head Middle School and    
Varsity Girls Soccer 
Coach Ortiz will be returning to The Atonement Academy in 
his second year coaching the girls Soccer team at the Middle 
and Varsity level. Last year he coached the girls to the first 
ever Cup for Life Championship hosted at The Atonement 
Academy. Coach Ortiz has been involved with soccer his 
whole life, playing since he was 9 years old and coaching for 
17 years. He is certified as a NSCAA Goalkeeping coach Level 
1. He also has experience playing for the U23 Ademesa Soc-
cer team.  
 

Coach Michael Hegedusich- Strength and Conditioning 
Director/Assistant Football/Track Coach 
Coach Hegedusich is a parishioner of Our Lady of the Atone-
ment Catholic Church. He will be returning for his second 
year as the Director of Strength and Conditioning. He is the 
Director of our annual Lift-A-Thon fundraisers. He is a certi-
fied ACE personal trainer. He is First Aid/CPR/ AED certified.  
 

Coach Robin Cox- Head Middle School Basketball, 
Head Middle and Varsity Golf Coach 
Coach Cox is coming to The Atonement Academy with years 
of experience coaching all sports, more specifically Golf. He 
is a business owner of Cox & Associates LLC, and was County 
Commissioner in Sumter County Florida. He was Director of 
Operations at Shady Brooks Golf Resort in Sumterville, Flori-
da. He has years of experience coaching Golf at John Carrol 
Catholic High School in Birmingham, AL. He has his Bachelors 
degree from Troy State University.  

ATONEMENT SPORTS: Meet the Coaches 



NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS 

Our campus beautification day will take place from 7:30-

10:30 a.m. on Saturday, August 3.  

Please bring shovels, trowels, outdoor brooms,  

dust pans, rakes, buckets, wheelbarrows, clippers, and oth-

er yard tools you think may come in handy.  

Please RSVP with Mrs. Hivnor (chivnor@hotmail.com) if 

you are planning to attend. 

DON’T FORGET  

GLOVES — HATS —SUNSCREEN—STURDY SHOES  

CAMPUS  

BEAUTIFICATION DAY 

We appreciate the information provided for this issue of the newsletter. Contribu-
tors include Mr. Watson, Laura Nichols, Jenny Halpin, Adolfo Morales, Amy Nieto, 
Katie Sanchez, Dakotah Vidal, Christy Hivnor, Maria Kennedy, Yolanda Joiner, and 

Deborah Wendtland. 
Send information for future issues (stories, photos) to Mary Havel: 

mhavel@atonementonline.com 
THANK  YOU! 



CHORISTER CAMP 2019 

The camp builds vocal and musical skills and fosters team work among choristers while they learn music for the coming year. They are utiliz-

ing a chorister training program from the Royal School of Church Music known as Voice for Life through which singers work toward  specific 

level objectives to earn medals. The camp is led by Dr. Jennifer Seighman, Parish Music Director & Organist. 


