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“Y ours is the gigantic task of ov ercoming all ev il with good,
alway s try ing amidst the problems of life to place y our trust in

God, knowing that his grace supplies strength to human
weakness.

Y ou must oppose ev ery  form of hatred with the
inv incible power of Christ’s lov e.”

--Pope St.  John Paul II

At right, some of our American Heritage girls take down the flags at
sunset on 9/11. Early that morning, our pastor, Fr. Mark Lewis, lowered the
flags to half mast in remembrance of the 9/11 tragedy and the day was
punctuated by prayer and recollection.

Weekly Letter from Mr. Watson: Solidarity Within the Crusader Community

September 11, 2019

Dear Atonement Families,

Good afternoon. The half-mast flags that greeted us in carline this morning are reminders that today is a
day of remembrance. The events of September 11, 2001 defined a generation, and perhaps for some of
you here in “Military City, USA” they also prompted your own service. Reflecting eighteen years later,
what stands out in my mind is the fervent solidarity expressed in so many quarters in the aftermath of the
attacks. May today’s observances prompt a renewal of that spirit. As Pope St. John Paul II wrote over
thirty years ago in Sollicitudo rei Socialis—

[Solidarity] is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at the misfortunes of
so many people, both near and far. On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering
determination to commit oneself to the common good; that is to say, to the good of all
and of each individual, because we are all really responsible for all.

As today we renew a commitment to solidarity on a national level, here are some ways we can move
toward solidarity within the Crusader community...

Read the rest of the letter here

We Celebrate Our Blessed Mother and Commemorate The Battle of Vienna

https://theatonementacademy.org/
https://theatonementacademy.org/
https://www.theatonementacademy.org/news/solidarity-within-the-crusader-community
https://theatonementacademy.org/


Atonement moms pictured above,
Mrs. Landry and Mrs. Giltner,
worked with Mrs. Simpson and
Mrs. Keller to bake and decorate
almost 400 cookies as a treat for
our students! What a labor of love!

The LS & MS scholars were pleasantly surprised to
find a cookie and a Marian l itany on their desk after
Holy Mass today. US scholars (below) enjoyed a
reception in the courtyard.

The Holy Name of Mary: September 12th: A Day to Celebrate!

Alm ost since the beginnings of our school 25 y ears ago, The Atonem ent Academ y  has

com m em orated Septem ber 1 2th, the feast of The Holy  Nam e of Mary . Scholars receiv e treats

prov ided by  parents and older scholars hear about the Battle of Vienna, m ost recently  from  Mr.

Chude. He points out: "This Thursday  m arks the 3 3 6th anniv ersary  of one of the m ost im portant

battles in the history  of western civ ilization, the Battle of Vienna in 1 683 . We will celebrate the

Feast of the Holy  Nam e of Mary , during which all of our students will be partaking of croissants or

crescent-shaped cookies. If any one asks y ou the reason for these odd pastries, here are som e links to

help y ou out:  Blog post about the background and the 1 683  Siege of Vienna and an article on Blessed

Mark of Av iano and his role in the Battle of Vienna.

In addition, here is an excerpt from  the blog of Pastor Em eritus Fr. Phillips:

"The Feast of the Nativ ity  of the Blessed Virgin Mary  is celebrated on Septem ber 8th and on

Septem ber 1 2th we com m em orate the giv ing of her nam e by  her parents, Ss. Joachim  and Anne.

They  chose the Hebrew nam e of Miry ãm , which m eans “lady ” or “sov ereign.” The feast of the Holy

Nam e of Mary  originated in Spain and was approv ed by  the Holy  See in 1 51 3 . It was Pope Innocent

XI who extended its observ ance to the whole Church in 1 683 , and for a v ery  special reason. It was an

act of thanksgiv ing to our Lady  for the v ictory  on Septem ber 1 2 , 1 683  by  John Sobieski, king of

Poland, ov er the Turks, who were besieging Vienna and threatening the West.

What happened was this: the Turks had been ham m ering the city  of Vienna for a couple of m onths,

and finally  enough was enough. Under the leadership of Poland’s king an arm y  com prised of

Germ ans, Austrians and Poles m ade their m ov e against the Turks, routing them  com pletely . It was

such an im portant v ictory  that the Pope was inspired to do som ething special – thus, what had been

a localized com m em oration was now an act of thanks from  the whole Church. But there’s m ore to

the story …"

Read about it  here!

https://romanchristendom.blogspot.com/2011/09/we-came-we-saw-god-conquered-911-battle.html
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/religion/2370858/posts
https://atonementparish.blogspot.com/2019/09/the-most-holy-name-of-mary.html


CRUSADER SPORTS

Our Athletic Director, Mr. Dakotah Vidal, reminds us
of this week's remaining games:
Thursday
MS FB game vs. Winston School @ 5:30 pm (HOME)
Varsity Volleyball vs. UC First Baptist @ 7:00 pm
(AWAY)
Friday
MS VB game vs. SACS @ 5:30 pm (HOME)
Saturday
MS XC/US XC @ UIW Meet @ 8:00 am
 
Also, from Cross Country (XC) Coach Miss Gray we
have the following report about last weekend's race: "This past Saturday the middle-school and upper-
school cross country teams ran at a huge race hosted by FEAST that had over 100 teams and 3000
participants. The runners definitely lived up to the size of this very hot and humid meet. Freshman Madelyn
Landry had a fantastic race finishing the 2-mile course over 30 seconds faster (20:02) than her previous
meet at Medina Valley. Madison Vale and Matthew Petroff also competed well. The middle-school runners
also had great races. Leah Thayil in particular dropped several seconds off of her previous race finishing
the race in 20:29. The teams are excited to run their next race on the 14th hosted by University of the
Incarnate Word."

Nota Bene / Note Well...
Upcoming Events
September 21-22  American Heritage Girls Day of Service (Greeters at all weekend Masses)

September 25        American Heritage Girls Meeting (Library – 6:00 pm)

September 28        NO Family Bingo Night -- it will be rescheduled. Date coming soon!

September 30 –October 4 Book Fair (St. Pope John Paul II Library)

October 3               Book Fair Family Night (John Paul II Library – 3:30 pm)

October 6 – November 2   American Heritage Girls Pumpkin Patch (Athletic Field)

October 10 Annual Crusader Golf Classic, Cedar Creek Course (Shotgun start at 8 am)

October 19             King’s Fair (Start working on your costume!)

Please join Dr. Paul Ku, MD and Ana Lane, BS RN
Monday Sept 30th from 7:00 - 8:30 pm



Hearts That Matter:
Be Prepared.

Get CPR/AED trained!

Come learn how to save a life with hands-only CPR and
AED use (Automatic External Defibrillator).

Did you know that Our Lady of The Atonement has three
AEDs on site?

Dessert and Coffee will be served
A PTC Sponsored Event.

 
 Questions call 850-398-7390 or email ginasbarron@gmail.com

*This is not a full certification class

Second Grade Boys on The Castle

Second Grade Girls on The Playset

Choral Evensong: Exultation of the Holy Cross
Saturday, September 14 at 7:00pm  

The parish choirs of Our Lady of the Atonement will perform musical works by Palestrina,
Bruckner, Stanford, and How. A blessing of musicians will be offered and a rite of investiture
for the OLA choristers will invite students to commit themselves to their musical work during
the coming year. A reception will follow in the library. (from OLA Artistic Director, Dr. Jennifer
Seighman)

Annual Upper School Tea Tradition



Mrs. Sommers with her daughter, Mary.a

Mr. Creech with Fr. Moore and some of our
participants, including freshman John Giltner.

The Annual Tea for new upper
scholars and their teachers is a
great tradition at The Atonement
Academy. New students and their
teachers enjoy "tea time" and are
served by older students (with
assistance from some fabulous
parent volunteers). Cucumber
sandwiches, scones, and tarts are
not typical fare for our teenagers,
but all agreed it was a nice treat!

OLD SPACE WITH A
NEW FACE

With single classrooms per grade this year,

we were given the blessing of extra space!

A few teachers (Mrs. Kennedy & Co.)

worked very hard to get donations and set

up a Lower School Reading Room as well as

a Teacher Reading Room and Workroom in

a couple of unused classrooms. They have

been beautifully transformed but rely on box

fans to cool the rooms, as the unit on that

side of the building needs repair -- to the

tune of $8900. (Another blessing: no current

classrooms were affected. God is Good!) Do
any of our families / friends have AC
companies that could help with this? Call
the office with any help you may be able
to provide!



Teachers and Their
Students at Lunch

Teachers now spend their
lunch time with their
students, their
contribution reflecting a
big savings for the school.
From the looks of it, the
students and teachers
make the best of it! (From

top left,  Miss  Oliveros  and her

class ,  Mr.  Chude w ith his  class ,

Dr.  Lam ascus  m akign the rounds ,

and Miss  Gray w ith her class .)

American Heritage Girls:
We Will Never Forget

The monthly meeting on the evening of
9/11 was a beautiful opportunity for the
girls to learn more about the 9/11
tragedy. Mrs. Wendtland discussed the
facts with the girls, then they went to the
conference room to watch some selected
video footage. This in addition to the flag
ceremony pictured at the top of this
newsletter, where the girls also sang the
National Anthem.



FIFTH GRADE SCIENCE

Mrs. Taylor always makes
learning an adventure -- and
these young scientists had fun
while learning as they took to
the floor to ensure a level surface
and no spills for their
experiment logs!

ANNUAL CRUSADER GOLF CLASSIC: October 10th

Mark y our calendar for the next Crusader Golf Classic! The Athletic Departm ent is hosting the

Annual Crusader Golf Classic at Cedar Creek Golf Course this y ear October 1 0th, 201 9. The funds

from  this fundraiser will go to purchasing a new scoreboard for Crusader Field.

 

The golf tournam ent will be during a school day , beginning with check-in starting at 7 :00 am , and

a shotgun start at 8:00 am . This will be enough tim e for y ou to drop off y our children at school, play

a round of golf, and still hav e the afternoon av ailable for work or play . Registration will end October

1 st, 201 9 at 1 2:00 pm . The form at will be a 4-person scram ble.

 

The cost is $1 25 for an indiv idual, and $400 for a team . Mulligans will be av ailable for purchase

that day , too.

 

Registration will include:

·       Green & Golf Cart Fee

·       Ham burger Lunch Buffet

·       $5 gift card for each play er



·       2  drink tickets per play er

·       Bounce back coupon for discounted round for each play er

 

Plan on participating and helping our Athletics Departm ent get that new scoreboard! Contact Mr.

Vidal for m ore inform ation: dv idal@atonem entonline.com .

Mrs. Garza's Third Graders Hard at Work!

PTC Teacher Appreciation Committee

PTC has a wonderful committee that does a world of good morale-boosting for our
faculty: the "Teacher Appreciation Committee." It is headed up by Mrs. Tarah
McFadden, and she could use a few good "soldiers" who could help her provide for
daily break room supply needs as well as help to plan special activities to show
our teachers that their work is noted and valued.

Here are a few immediate needs:
"Stuff the Pantry" for the teacher's break room--Coffee(loose and k-cups),
creamer, sugar and sweetener packets, plastic forks, knives, and spoons as well as
paper plates and napkins. (You can order on Amazon and have them delivered
directly, too!)

"Classroom Delivery" would be a nice occasional opportunity on the days when there
are special treats. A couple of volunteers (with background checks)could go around
and deliver to the teachers who always miss out because they are in the classrooms
and not free to leave! And if/when they do get to the break-room..."pickin's are
slim" as they say!

"Special Luncheons" are being set up to show appreciation all year long instead of
the end of the year (crazy) food fest! We have one slated for October 3, if anyone
would like to volunteer to coordinate it. These monthly luncheons would be ideal
for any of our families with restaurant / restaurant connections, too!

Any assistance would be greatly appreciated. Contact Tarah MacFadden at 210-884-
4005

Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

Contact Us
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