
THE CRUSADER TIMES

News from The Atonement Academy ----- Vol. 2019-2020. No. 14, October 24, 2019

"Joy is a net of love by which we catch souls.
Joy is very infectious; therefore, be always full
of joy!"

— St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Joy is indeed infectious, and our older students
recently enjoyed a fun-filled Crusader Week.

Their activities and camaraderie spread a
joyful atmosphere to our younger students as

well.

Weekly Letter from Mr. Watson: Recognizing Lives of Virtue

October 24, 2019

Dear Atonement Families,

Yesterday afternoon at the Awards Assembly we celebrated the academic
achievements of the first quarter.  It was delightful to see so many of you there and to
contemplate the firmness of purpose with which your children had pursued their
studies over the past months. Considering our awardees’ resolve to excel brought to
my mind the mornings and evenings of study along with the sting of small pleasures
foregone that must have been among its practical forms. Well done!

But the assembly did not deal only with the academic side of our community life. It
ended with “The Atonement Excellence Award,” a new honor this year. The Award
description reads thus:

The Atonement Excellence Award is given to a young person who in the course of
his or her everyday school life conspicuously embodies the life of virtue described
by The Atonement Academy’s Mission Statement. The Atonement Excellence
Award is bestowed only once a month to only one young man and one young
woman from among the entire student body. The recipient is chosen by the Head
of School from among nominations submitted by the Academy’s various
departments.

The Atonement Academy has a well-earned reputation as an academic
powerhouse. Still, the aim of an Atonement education is ultimately not measured in
A’s and B’s alone. Whether within these walls or without, in the wilds or in any of the
world’s leading cities, you will always know the Atonement man and the Atonement
woman by their love for God and others.

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson

https://theatonementacademy.org/
https://theatonementacademy.org/
https://theatonementacademy.org/


Head of School

NOTA BENE / NOTE WELL...

Upcoming Events

October 25: Parenting the Love & Logic Way, 7:00-9:00 pm, in St. Anthony Hall.
Wine and Cheese reception begins at 6:30 pm. (Adults only, babysitting available)*
October 26: FREE MOVIES: The Great Pumpkin and Coco, 7pm* (Pumpkin
Patch)
November 1: All Saints' Day (Grandparents' Day Celebration) in St. Anthony Hall at
2:15 pm (Lower School only)
November 2: All Souls' Day Mass, 10 am, Fauré’s Requiem in D Minor*
November 2: Upper School Fall Swing Dance, St. Anthony Hall
November 9: Family BINGO Night, St. Anthony Hall*

Every Wednesday at 3:00 pm in The Sacred Heart Chapel:
Join us in praying a weekly rosary for our school -- and if you can't join us, set your
phone for 3:00 pm to remind you to join us and pray together!

*More information may be found in this issue of the newsletter





SHARING THE CRUSADE--The Tort Family
“We found Atonement, and then we decided to move our family here
from Mexico City.”

It’s been less than a year since the Tort family enrolled their three children at
The Atonement Academy in January of this year. Their son Inigo is in the fourth
grade, and their daughters Fatima and Regina are in second and first
grades. According to their mother, Rosario, Spanish was their first language,
so the new environment was challenging at first. But after three months at the
school, she was impressed with how much her children had learned, both
academically and spiritually, and continues to be amazed. “I’ve seen such a
difference this year,” says Rosario. She says Regina, who’s in Mrs. Kennedy’s
first grade class, now reads fluently in English, and Spanish too. She’s thankful
for the progress reports and AR testing that have helped her monitor her
children’s progress throughout the school year. “I feel so comfortable leaving



them at school in the morning,” she says. “I have one hundred percent
confidence that what they’re teaching them at school, is how we’re raising
them at home.”

SHARE YOUR CRUSADE!
What brought you to our school? What keeps you here? We would love to
share your story with current and potential families. Contact Mrs. Halpin at
jhalpin@atonementonline.com.

KING'S FAIR SUCCESS -- ALL BECAUSE OF YOU!

"I can no other answer make
but thanks, and thanks,
and ever thanks."

--Shakespeare

It was wonderful to see so many of you at
King's Fair on Saturday. It was a
beautiful, but hot, day and we appreciate
all who kept their costumes on long
enough to enter the costume contests!

The King's Fair Committee, headed by
Mrs. Sommer, appreciates your support
and thanks each and every one of you



who made the festival possible! We
know we raised a great deal of fun and
good memories -- when numbers are
ready, we will let you know how much
money we raised, too.







AHG will leave forms in the school foyer, church narthex or sponsors can go online
using our link, www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/153060. Grave specific
requests must be submitted in writing on the printed form.

Lower School Scholars
Learn from Upper
Scholars

Sophomores from Miss.
Szyszkiewicz class gave a
presentation of what life
was like during the
Medieval period to the

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/153060


fourth grade class. The
sophomores shared
information regarding the
three main places people
would live in Medieval
Europe. 

Presenters described the
feudal system, manors or
estates, towns, and
universities. This was a
special treat for fourth
grade as they will be
imitating Medieval life for
the upcoming Academic

Showcase. This informative exchange was enjoyed by all. 

SEEKING SPECIAL
SUBSTITUTES

The Atonement is looking for a few
great, dedicated, service-oriented
substitutes! From time to time, one of
our world-class teachers needs to get to
the doctor or report for jury duty or stay
home because she is running a fever! If
you think you might have some time to
be an occasional sub, please contact
Mrs. Johnston:
cjohnston@atonementonline.com.

Community Building
Committee Needs Volunteers

Community building is critical in forming
a vibrant, close-knit environment which
will help with student retention and
growth at The Atonement Academy. The
Community Building Committee for the
PTC is in need of committee members
that might help with a few events
throughout the year (e.g., Las Posadas).
Please contact the committee chair Kelly
Meyering at meyeringk@aol.com or
940-923-7401

OLA Music Series
Requiem Mass in D Minor
Plan to attend our parish All
Souls' Day Requiem Mass on
Saturday, November 2 from
10:00-11:45 am. This Mass will
be offered for the faithful
departed and feature Gabriel
Fauré’s Requiem in D Minor,
op. 48, performed by the

Atonement Academy Honors’ Choir, the OLA Parish Adult Choir, and a chamber
orchestra. Remembrance gifts will appear in the All Souls program and each Music
Series program throughout the coming year.  To see a complete list of Parish Music
Series events, or to give a gift in memory of a loved one, please visit the link on our
website: https://ourladyoftheatonement.org/music-series. To be able to include the
Remembrance Gifts in the printed program for All Souls’ Day, please visit the
link no later than Sunday, October 27th! 
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Library News from Mrs. Wendtland

--Please note that the 2nd
Quarter dates for AR are:
10/14/19-12/17/19.

--We will have our 2nd
quarter book club in
December on three books
in the American Girl
Series! Keep a look out for
more to come.

--1st Qtr Library Literacy
Award Winners: are featured in the photo, and pictured with Mrs. Wendtland are LS
achiever Gabriela Hernandez (3rd grade) and MS achiever Henry Watson (6th
grade).

CRUSADER SPORTS UPDATE FROM MR. VIDAL

US XC Team: The upper school cross country team had a great end to their season
this past Monday at their State meet in Waco. They had run on this course previously
this season, and their preparation clearly paid off! Matthew Petroff came in with a
time of 26:53. Madelyn Landry and Madison Vale both beat their previous times on
this course coming in at 17:26 and 19:51, respectively. We are so very proud of
these runners and look forward to seeing them for track season! A special thanks to
the parents of our cross country team, Coach Vidal, Coach Gray, and Coach
Buendia who have been very involved and helpful this entire season!

MS XC Team: They compete in the ISAL Championship today! Updates next week.

US Basketball and Soccer: Practices began on the 14th.
 

Winter Merchandise: Please help support the Athletic Department and purchase
your winter gear. Deadline is TOMORROW, Friday, October 25th.Click on the
link: https://www.customink.com/fundraising/atonement-athletics.
 

Winter Basketball and Volleyball: Please register with SOA. When you register
you will select your age group and click on the Western Division-A. Dates will range
from January 18 – March 25 for Basketball, and January 25 – March 8 for Volleyball.

PUMPKIN PATCH: Just 10 more
Days!

Photos and Pumpkin Purchases
Going On NOW!

Hours: Monday through Friday, from 3
until 6 pm, and on weekends from 10
until 6 pm! Hours are weather permitting,
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of course. Please tell your friends and
help support our school and clubs!

The Upper School Movie Night
Fundraiser was a great success as
our families enjoyed watching
Ratatouille under the stars! The next
movie night is this Saturday, when
American Heritage Girls will host a
viewing of The Great Pumpkin,
Charlie Brown (short) and the feature
film, Coco, in the Pumpkin Patch!

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT



FREE MOVIES! Just bring your chairs and blankets and have a nice evening!
Snacks will be available for purchase!

Attention 7th and 8th grades" CAPTURE THE FLAG!
Save the Date: November 9, 2019 3-5:00pm

for Capture The Flag Version 2.0
at The Atonement Academy

More details to come!

NEW EXCELLENCE AWARD

Awarded the first Excellence Awards at
The Atonement Academy were senior
Maria Garza and 2nd grader Isaiah
Casey, shown here with Head of School,
Mr. Matthew D. Watson.

First Quarter Awards



We recognize our honor roll students and other academic achievements at our
Quarterly Awards Assemblies. Our first ceremony of the year was held this week and
recognized the hard work of our scholars.





ITALY PILGRIMAGE UPDATE

Over 30 people attended our Italy
Pilgrimage kickoff dinner this week! Mrs.
Trevino reports that all enjoyed the
"Evening in Italy" themed dinner and
presentation. Don't forget that the
deadline approaches for making your
deposit! If you need more information,
contact Mrs. Susana Trevino at



strevino@atonementonline.com. Don't
delay!

Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

Contact Us
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