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"God sends us friends to be our firm
support in the whirlpool of struggle.
In the company of friends, we find
strength to attain our sublime
ideal."--St. Maximilian Kolbe

The formation of friends that
encourage us and inspire us in our
Catholic faith are encouraged at
The Atonement Academy. As the
saints remind us, our shared love of
Jesus make us all that we were
meant to be!

Weekly Letter from Mr. Watson

November 21, 2019

Dear Atonement Families,

Last week, I encouraged us to choose the way of thanksgiving. In this week’s letter I
follow my own advice. Here in no particular order are my “Atonement Thanksgiving
Top Ten.”

Atonement Teachers. We are blessed to have a skilled, dedicated faculty. Each
teacher goes about his or her work in a way that shows forth Christ to our students. A
few minutes of observing one of them work with your children is enough to renew my
passion for our Mission.

San Antonio, Atonement’s Hometown. What a beautiful city! My newcomer’s eye
is especially drawn to all the green spaces and to the network of city trails that run
through them. If you travel beyond the city limits in any direction and it is hard not to
run into a state park, nature preserve, or wilderness area.

Class Sponsors. This new initiative has gotten off to a great start. The 9th Grade
Sponsors hosted a well-attended and well-received Glow-in-the-Dark Capture the
Flag showdown for Upper School students, while the 8th Grade put on a similar
event for the Middle School. The 12th Grade Sponsors, with significant help from the
seniors themselves, received rave reviews for their fall swing dance.

Speaking of the Seniors. They are a model of dedication to the school’s Mission
and of concern for younger students. It has been a pleasure to partner with them in
the leadership of the school.
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Cold Fronts that Hit During Carline. If you have seen our coats and hair flying in
the wind as the whole Northern Hemisphere seems to exhale through the piazza,
then you know what I mean. A moment of high drama.

Father Lewis. Since I have been here, he has allowed me to lead and has been
extremely supportive. Father Lewis is a true shepherd and our parish is fortunate to
have him.

Texas State Highway Loop 1604? The Watsons’ search for a rental house this
past summer didn’t land us as close to the school as we had hoped. The silver
lining? I get to spend quality time in the car with my two oldest children every day. We
pray, talk, listen to classic (audio)books, and debrief our days.

The Deans. I daily depend on the experience, insight, and good judgement that Dr.
Lamascus and Mr. Creech bring to the running of our school. If you have noticed
timely communication, teachers who feel supported, and general good order this
year, then you have witnessed the fruit of their labors.

The PTC. Whether they are raising funds, praying for the school, putting on events,
or helping a teacher cover lunch duty, PTC President, Mrs. Pro, and her team
exemplify servant leadership.

Intimacy with Christ. I don’t remember if daily Mass and nearness to Christ in the
Blessed Sacrament were listed among the benefits on my contract, but they should
have been. It is not only proper that a school should have at its heart the one who is
Truth Himself, but a great blessing.

What are your “Atonement Thanksgiving Top Ten”?

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson
Head of School

NOTA BENE / NOTE WELL...

Upcoming Events
November 22: Evensong: Feast of St. Cecilia, 7 pm in the Church
November 25-29: Fall Break--Return to classes December 2
December 2: Chores for Charity initiative begins
December 3: Giving Tuesday Initiative*
December 6: NHS Toy Drive begins! Carline and in classrooms.
December 6: Coffee with Mr. Watson, 8 am
December 6: St. Nicholas Day
December 6: Upper School Gym Night*
December 7: Christmas Movie Cartoon Classics*
December 11: Friends & Family Shadow Day*
December 11: PreK-4th Grade Christmas Concert, 7-8 pm in St. Anthony Hall
December 12: 5th-12th Grade Christmas Concert, 7 pm in OLA Catholic Church
December 13: La Posada, 6-8 pm
December 18: End of Second Quarter
December 23-January 3: Christmas Break--Return to classes January 6
February 8: Annual Gala & Auction*

Every Wednesday at 3:00 pm in The Sacred Heart Chapel:
Join us in praying a weekly rosary for our school -- and if you can't join us, set your
phone for 3:00 pm to remind you to join us and pray the rosary together!



*More information may be found in this issue of the newsletter

The NHS Thanks YOU for your Support of Operation Warmheart!

Thank you so much to the amazing
Atonement Academy families for
their support of Operation
Warmheart! Our National Honor
Society collected 454.2 pounds of
food, and the donations will be
used to make Thanksgiving
baskets for families in need at
Joint Base San Antonio -
Randolph. The coordinators of
Operation Warmheart were very
grateful for our generosity!
Pictured here is Katherine Monroe
with a car stuffed with some of the
donations.

Scenes from Family BINGO Night

As reported in last week's newsletter, our annual BINGO night included fun for
everyone! Here are a few photos, including Mr. Watson calling numbers and so
many of our families having an enjoyable evening.



December 11th: "Friends and Family" Shadow Day!

Sibling Shadow Day was such a success that we are we are pleased to announce a
second shadow day, and this time participation is not limited to siblings! The
Atonement Academy invites you to our first “Friends & Family Shadow Day” on
Wednesday, December 11th. Friends and Family Shadow day is designed for our
Atonement parishioners and school community's extended family and friends to
experience what it is like to be a Crusader.

Their day will consist of:
--8:00 a.m., arrival at front office
--9:55 a.m., Holy Mass
--Lunch varies with class schedule (we will provide pizza and fruit juice drink)
--12:00 p.m., pick up for students in PreK-3 through 5th from front office
--3:00 p.m., pick up for students in 6th -12th from front office 

Interested families should come by the Admissions Office by Monday, December 9th
to register for this event and bring the “Prospective Crusader’s” birth certificate and
immunization records. 

Second Graders
Building Bridges

Our second grade class enjoyed an
optional project as a follow-up to a
science lesson regarding
combining materials. Many
participated and had a wonderful
time showing how they could
combine materials. It was especially
interesting for them to learn that
materials can be combined to
perform functions that the individual
materials alone cannot perform!

Choral Evensong: Feast of Saint Cecilia

Friday, November 22, 2019, 7:00 PM
Our Lady of the Atonement Catholic Church
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In honor of the 10 th Anniversary of Anglicanorum coetibus, the apostolic
constitution providing for Personal Ordinariates for Anglicans entering into full
communion with the Catholic Church, evensong celebrating the Anglican and
English musical patrimony will be offered. The feast day of St. Cecilia,
patroness of music, has been an occasion for elaborate musical concerts and
festivals in England for centuries.  Sonoro, the chamber choir of the San
Antonio Choral Society, under the direction of Dr. Jennifer Seighman, will
perform choral works written in her honor by Handel and Howells. Mr. Geoffrey
Waite will serve as organist. The San Antonio Recorder Quartet, under the
direction of Mr. Gerald Self, will present English consort music of the
Renaissance and Early Baroque.  Please join us!

First Graders Reading to Peers, to Kindergarten Friends,
and to our Library Volunteers!

The first grade class at The Atonement Academy has spent the last month loving to read!
They work one-on-one with each other as well as with the Kindergarten class, sharing
stories and practicing their reading skills. In addition, they love to practice reading aloud in
small groups with a great group of reading mentors: our librarian, Mrs. Wendtland and
library volunteers Mrs. McDonough and Mrs. Benzaquen.



THE YEARBOOK CLUB NEEDS YOUR PHOTOS!

The 2019-2020 Yearbook is underway! Our Yearbook Club
is looking for quality photos of sporting events and school
activities you may have taken. Please note that we cannot
successfully pull your great photos from social media for
the yearbook, as the quality is greatly compromised!
However, if you will send the photo from your phone or
desktop, the quality is usually just fine. Please email them
to our yearbook coordinator, Mrs. Powell, at
apowell@atonementonline.com. You can also drop off a
thumb drive and we will promptly download photos and
return your device.

Upper School Gym
Night: Dec 6th

Our last Upper School Gym
Night was so popular that
students requested another
night of fun-filled
activities! Our 9th grade
parent coordinators
responded and are happy
to help make this possible.

Our next Upper School Gym
Night will be December 6th
from 6-8 p.m. and the theme
will be Human Hungry
Hippos! Tickets are $5 and
will be available for
purchase on campus the
week of December 2nd,
during lunch period. In order
to attend, be sure your
student purchase an
advance ticket. This date is
before exams, and it should
be a great way to release
some stress! 

As with our last event, we can’t do this without you! Would you be willing to contribute
your time, talents, or donations to make this event possible? Here are items needed:
Bottles of water -- Pool Floaties -- $10 gift cards (for door prizes) -- Chaperones that
night.

If you have any questions or would like to know other ways to get involved, please
contact Melissa Vale at 210.843.9772 or via email at melissavale09@gmail.com.

We look forward to December 6th!
Melissa Vale - Kristen Landry - Elizabeth Pro - Ana Lane - Jenny Watson
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Crusader Sports Updates

MS Boys Basketball: Coach Vidal
The boys team fought and competed at a high level this past weekend at the
Shepherd of the Hills basketball tournament. They lost all three games of the
tournament as they were pitted against tough competition. By the end of the
tournament, they were a better team both mentally and physically.

MS Girls Basketball: Coach Buendia
The girls team had a great tournament finishing 2-2 on the weekend. They lost their
first game to San Antonio Christian School on Friday, which slated them to the
consolation bracket to face St. George and Shepherd of the Hills, in which they won
both games. They went on to play Immanuel and came up short against a good
team.

Varsity Girls Soccer: Coach Ortiz
The girls hosted Antonian JV on Friday, and they started the game strong against a
good team. Although they lost that game, they look to open up district play at Home
against John Paul II at 4:00 pm this Thursday (today).

Varsity Men’s Soccer: Coach Miranda
The boys traveled over the weekend to Pharr, TX to open District play vs. Pharr
Oratory. They came out on top to seal a win 7-4, for the first District win back in
TAPPS for the 2019-20 school year since 2012-- this is huge for our program.
(Photos from Mr. Petroff below.) They look to continue district play as they host John
Paul II at 2:00 pm on Thursday.

MS Boys Soccer: Coach Hegedusich
The boys team has been practicing hard and the look to open their season at home
vs. Cornerstone Christian at 4:00 pm this Friday. 



GOAL Crusaders!
The Atonement 7-4 against Pharr Oratory in
Pharr, TX. Photos taken by: Mr. Peter
Petroff.

BUY YOUR $10 CRUSADER
YARD SIGN NOW!

Just in time for your front yard’s autumn
beautification, we are pleased to
announce the arrival of your special
edition Atonement yard signs! HOA
regulations? Most allow it near your
porch, and if not, decorate the garage or
get creative with your backyard display!
Help us sell a few more by getting one
for the grandparents' yard!

Signs may be purchased for $10 at the
front desk during the day. Cash, check,
and credit/debit card accepted. Supply
is limited, so don’t wait!

Send in your photos of your Crusader
family and your yard sign to
mhavel@atonementonline.com

Funding the Junior-Senior Prom with Tacos after Morning Mass



Upper scholars found a receptive clientele for their tacos after morning Mass last Sunday!
The students are raising funding for their events, including the spring Junior-Senior Prom.

Carpe Diem Soccer Game--A Fun Afternoon Like No Other!

Congratulations to Mrs. Kennedy's 1st grade class for winning the first annual
Parents vs. Students soccer game! Even our Head of School, Mr. Watson, and the
Dean of Lower School, Mr. Creech, showed off their soccer skills last Friday
afternoon. Coach Miranda was on hand to present the trophy to the victors!



Giving Tuesday


Giving Tuesday is just around the corner! I ask that you
consider a gift to The Atonement Academy! The funds
will go toward the Campus Security Program. Our
Giving Tuesday website will go live on Friday. Stay
tuned. --Ms. Nieto



PTC Initiative: FIVE BELOW Will Give
Back to Our School When You Shop

Join us for a seven-day fundraising event to benefit The Atonement Academy during
the busiest shopping season of the year! Five Below is the perfect one- stop shop
for all your stocking stuffers and Secret Santa needs.
The process is simple! A full 10% of the purchases made at the Rim location by our
supporters will be donated back to The Atonement Academy PTC. Flyers will be
sent home with students and a FB event page will post to Facebook for you to
download and print your own flyer. Please share the information with friends and
family so they will mention our school when making their purchases and
automatically help our school. Go CRUSADER NATION!





DATE NIGHT IS COMING --
HAVE DINNER OR GO

SHOPPING WHILE WE WATCH
THE KIDS !

The Booster Club is ready to provide an evening for you to let us watch your kids
while you do a little shopping --or come spend the evening with us watching Classic

Christmas Cartoon Movies. 
All proceeds go towards putting new decals on athletic bus.

 
Date: Saturday, December 7th
Time: 6 – 9 p.m. in Crusader Gym

Shows will include: Charlie Brown Christmas/ Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer/
Frosty the Snowman/ Jack Frost/ How the Grinch Stole Christmas.

 
Dollar Admission, and Concessions will be available, too:

Hot Dogs, S’mores & Hot Chocolate and more!
School-age children only, please.

Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

https://theatonementacademy.org/
https://theatonementacademy.org/about-us
https://theatonementacademy.org/academics
https://theatonementacademy.org/admissions
https://theatonementacademy.org/documents-forms


Contact Us
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