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It has always therefore been one of my main
endeavours as a teacher to persuade the
young that first-hand knowledge is not only
more worth acquiring than second-hand
knowledge, but is usually much easier and
more delightful to acquire. --(C.S. Lewis,
Introduction to On the Incarnation by St.
Athanasius)

At The Atonement Academy, we realize that
"first-hand" knowledge does indeed help
students develop deeper understanding of
subjects by becoming involved and engaged.
Our teachers try to incorporate "hands-on" or
first-hand knowledge as much as possible. In
addition to learning about the knowledge
passed along by the greatest minds,
students themselves become engaged with
their education by creating artwork, writing
stories, conducting experiments, and the like.

Weekly Letter from Mr. Watson

January 23, 2020

Dear Atonement Families,

This week I have news from Mrs. Powell, our College and Guidance Counselor.
Below is her update on our seniors’ college activities.

The Atonement Class of 2020 continues to raise the bar of academic excellence.
So far this year, the first semester average GPA for the 2020 class is 92.0, which is
a 5 percent increase from last year’s senior class. The average SAT score for the
2020 class is 1293. This is a 15 percent increase from last year.
Meantime, our Atonement seniors are being accepted into prestigious universities
across the state and country. We have three seniors who have been given
Presidential Scholarships or a full ride to leading local universities. Two seniors
have also looked beyond the state and have applied to prestigious universities
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such as: Columbia, Princeton, Georgetown, University of Pittsburgh, and
Syracuse. Five out of our sixteen seniors have been accepted to Texas A&M
University. One senior was recently accepted into the University of Utah. Lastly, we
have a senior auditioning for Texas Tech University School of Music. We wait to
hear of their acceptances.

As we begin the 3rd quarter, our sixteen seniors have earned more than $407,000
in scholarships to date. Congratulations to our students for their hard work AND
our dedicated staff who have played a huge role in the Class of 2020’s success. I
look forward to updating this list in the coming months.

Thank you Mrs. Powell, and well done seniors! Please pray for our seniors as they
continue to discern their vocations and their next steps in pursuing them.

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson
Head of School 

 

NOTA BENE / NOTE WELL...

Upcoming Events

January 24: Evensong: Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, 2:25 pm
January 28: Academic Showcase, PreK-3 through Grade 1, 6-7 pm
January 30: Academic Showcase, Grade 2 through Grade 6, 6-7 pm
February 1: Father-Daughter "Gala"*
February 7: Coffee with Mr. Watson
February 8: Annual Gala & Auction*
February 14: Bishop's Holiday (no school)
February 17: Presidents' Day (no school)
February 21: Class Ring Ceremony
February 22: Science Fair

Every Wednesday at 3:00 pm in The Sacred Heart Chapel:
Join us in praying a weekly rosary for our school -- and if you can't join us, set your
phone for 3:00 pm to remind you to join us and pray the rosary together!

*More information may be found in this issue of the newsletter

Re-Enrollment Continues and
New Enrollment Efforts Begin February 1



The New Ornaments Are IN!

Our new and improved Christmas
ornaments have arrived! These ARE
correct, and they are ready for pickup! If
you purchased one before the holidays,
contact Ms. Nieto at
anieto@atonementonline.com and make
arrangements to pick up your new one. If
you would like to purchase one, you may
also correspond with Ms. Nieto to do
so. 

Got Photos? Share Them, Please

If you take photos at sporting events, school
activities, and classroom activities, please



share them!

Mrs. Powell and Mr. Chude are this year's
yearbook advisors, and they welcome your
photos. Send them on a portable drive (it will
be returned), or for several at a time you may
send them to their school emails
(apowell@atonementonline.com or
cchude@atonementonline.com).

Mrs. Havel always is happy to receive your
photos and stories for the newsletter, too:
mhavel@atonementonline.com.

FIRST GRADE FRIDAY FUN



Choral Evensong: Feast of The Presentation

All are invited to Choral Evensong for the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord on
Sunday, February 2, 2020 at 4:00pm.  Music will be provided by the Our Lady of the
Atonement Choristers, under the direction of Dr. Jennifer Seighman with Mr. Gary
Marks serving as organist. A reception will follow in the library.

Introit: Lumen ad revelationem gentium (Gregorian chant)
Preces and Responses: George Guest

Psalm 48: William Crotch
Psalm 87: Stephen Elvey

Magnificat & Nunc dimittis: Robert Powell
Anthem: Christ as a Light (Margaret Rizza) 



The Most Fun Hour You'll Have: Academic Showcase

You won't want to miss our Lower
School's annual Academic Showcase!

Next week, Mrs. Fitzgerald’s
kindergarten class will focus on
patriotism and they will demonstrate
much of what they've learned the last two
semesters as they prepare for next
week’s Academic Showcase. Mrs.
Weems's second grade class has had a
wonderful time learning about Ancient
Egypt and you'll be transported to that
time when you visit her classroom.
Scheduled for January 28 (Grades
PreK-3 through 1st grade) and January
30 (Grades 2nd through 6th), each hour-
long evening gives insight into what our
younger Crusaders learn in their
classrooms!

Bring the grandparents and interested
neighbors and friends, too!



THE GALA IS COMING....and it's really getting exciting!



We have almost 200 participants ready to enjoy our 25th Anniversary Gala!
Have you bought your ticket (or table!) yet?
Have you donated an auction item?
Have you bought an ad in the program?
Did you know that friends and family can join in the auction bidding that night
from the comfort of their own home?
Opportunities for your participation abound!

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY: Underwrite Bishop Lopes's table! A $5,000
Sponsorship includes sitting with our Bishop and filling a table of ten as well
as valet parking, wine, and more. Click on the link for full details!

Check our school website for 25th Anniversary Gala forms, including secure online

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/1/Tickets and Table Pricing 2020.pdf


ticket or table purchases: https://theatonementacademy.org/gala.

Many of our classes are creating
unique items for the auction, and
here is the toy box that Mrs.
Lozano's class painted and
decorated! (And her husband built
the box, too!) The children's
thumbprints decorate the top as
well as a cross on the front of the
toy box!

ATONEMENT SPORTS UPDATE
from Athletic Director Mr. Dakotah Vidal

Our Varsity Soccer players after their win at
Geneva School this past weekend (3-1)!

Men’s Varsity Basketball--Coach Vidal/Coach Cox
The boys traveled to Shiner, TX last night and lost in a tough district matchup to
Shiner St. Paul 34-64. Jack Moore let the stat sheet with 19 points, 13 total
rebounds, 2 blocks, 2 steals, 5 turnovers. They have a bye this Friday and will
continue play next Tuesday as they travel to Victoria, TX to play vs. Faith Academy.
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Lady Crusaders Varsity Basketball--Coach Buendia
The girls traveled to Shiner, TX last night and lost in a tough battle as well to Shiner
St. Paul 21-49. Katherine Cerda led the stat sheet with 9 points, 8 rebounds, 5
steals and 2 turnovers. They continue play next Tuesday vs. Victoria Faith Academy.
 
MS Boys and Girls Basketball
They will have a tournament this weekend. MS Girls tournament will be in the gym
from 2:00-7:00 pm. Middle School boys tournament will be in the gym on Saturday
from 9:00-6:00 pm. Come out and show your support at the 2nd Annual Crusader
Invitational. The Booster Club will be grilling out various items on Saturday.
 
MS Boys Soccer--Coach Hegedusich
The team played a tough battle over the weekend vs. KIPP losing in the last minute
0-1. They are steadily improving as the season goes on. Next game is this Thursday
at Geneva at 4:00 pm.
 
Varsity Boys Soccer--Coach Miranda
The boys played two district games over the weekend, winning 3-1 vs. Geneva at
their place and then playing Pharr Oratory on Crusader Field and winning 2-0. Right
now, the boys are playing for the 4th seed in playoffs. They have a tough match-up in
John Paul II tomorrow at their place, which could swing us tied for 4th place. They are
doing an excellent job this year and are looking to ring in our fist year back in TAPPS
by making playoffs.
 
Varsity Girls Soccer--Coach Ortiz
They play this Thursday at 5:00 pm at JPII. They are looking to gain their first district
victory this season.
 
Swimming
Faith Weems competed in the TAPPS regional swim meet to qualify for state.
She competed in the 100 and 200 freestyle. Her times were:
200 freestyle: 2:26.23-4th
100 freestyle: 1:09.24
 
Lower School Sports Announcement

SOA (Standard of Athletics) Basketball and Volleyball
The Winter League for Basketball and Volleyball has begun. This winter season will
continue until the first week of March. During the third week in February, we will begin
the spring league for Volleyball and Basketball. In a few weeks we will email a flyer in
the coming weeks to begin the registration process.
 

San Antonio Predators- Flag and Tackle Football
We are partnering with the best Flag and Tackle Football programs in the city, the
San Antonio Predators. They are nationally ranked for their older divisions, and they
participate in the Texas Select Youth Football League. The season will run March
through May with a six-game regular schedule, championship games being played
at AT&T stadium (Cowboys Stadium) in Dallas. The league has USA Football and
NAYS certified coaches, and practices are held at The Atonement Academy.
Games will be played offsite in the spring and onsite in the fall. Please contact the
Atonement Athletics office for details about registration.

Discounted rates for Atonement Academy students are as follows:
Flag Football-- $100 (discount of $60, regular price is $160)
Tackle Football-- $130 (discount of $50, regular price is $180)
 
If your athlete will be participating in Tackle Football and needs shoulder pads and a
helmet, The Atonement Academy Athletic program will supply these to you as long
as they are checked back in once season concludes. (As sizes are available, first
come first served.)

The league will be hosting a FREE camp and clinic at Crusader Field on Saturday,
February 1st from 10 am - 12 pm. This will be a good opportunity to register for Flag
or Tackle Football.



SPREAD THE WORD!











Join The Spanish Club! Every Wednesday After School!



Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

Contact Us
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