
THE CRUSADER TIMES

News from The Atonement Academy ----- Vol. 2019-2020. No. 25, January 31, 2020

“You will teach them to fly,
but they will not fly your flight.
You will teach them to dream,
but they will not dream your dream.
You will teach them to live,
but they will not live your life.
Nevertheless, in every flight,
in every life, in every dream,
the print of the way you taught
will always remain.”
--Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week!
Faculty at The Atonement Academy
have a goal to teach and witness what
is true, what is beautiful, and what is
good. Public schools -- including
charter schools -- cannot teach
students about Jesus Christ, The
Fullness of Truth. Thank you for
choosing Catholic education for your
children!

Weekly Letter from Mr. Watson

January 31, 2020

Dear Atonement Families,
 
The Atonement Academy had a busy week. Congratulations to Dean John
Creech and our Lower School teachers on their Academic Showcase Nights this
past Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 
 
Students impressed their parents (and, in many cases, grandparents and family
friends) and vindicated our school's claims to excellence. My primary role the first
evening was that of doorman, but even from that vantage I was able to collect the
smiles and compliments of parents who expressed thanksgiving and joy that their
child was a student at Atonement. Some even departed shaking their heads in
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happy disbelief at what our teachers are able to lead young people to accomplish.
On Thursday evening, I was able to move about and bask in all the art and
artifacts of learning on display in the Lower School's halls and classrooms.
 
Thank you for joining us, and thank you for choosing The Atonement Academy for
your child’s education.

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson
Head of School

NOTA BENE / NOTE WELL...

Upcoming Events
February 1: Father-Daughter "Gala"*
February 7: Coffee with Mr. Watson*
February 7: "Burying the Alleluia" at Mass
February 8: Annual Gala & Auction*
February 14: Bishop's Holiday (no school)
February 17: Presidents' Day (no school)
February 20: Prospective Student Shadow Day*
February 21: Class Ring Ceremony
February 22: Science Fair
February 26: Ash Wednesday (Lent begins)

Every Wednesday at 3:00 pm in The Sacred Heart Chapel:
Join us in praying a weekly rosary for our school -- and if you can't join us, set
your phone for 3:00 pm to remind you to join us and pray the rosary together!

*More information may be found in this issue of the newsletter



Celebrating Catholic Schools Week with
Academic Showcase Nights

Our Lower School had a busy week! Congratulations to Dean Creech and the Lower School
teachers: Mrs. Wiessing, Mrs. Czech, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Garza, Mrs. Weems, Mrs. Kennedy,
Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mrs. Lozano, and Ms. Pyle. They did a fabulous job! PreK-3 through Grade 1
hosted their families and friends Tuesday evening and then Thursday's evening was
presented by Grade 2 through Grade 6. The enthusiasm was high in recognition of what
students are accomplishing with their teachers. Here are several photos from just a few



grades' efforts.



Re-Enrollment Continues -- and
New Enrollment Efforts Begin February 1.

Please be aware that some classes are very close to being full. We are capping class
size at 25, and at that point wait lists will begin. Once a class wait list has at least 10 students,
only then will a second class section will be opened. Please re-enroll without delay, and let
your friends and family know, too!



Timeline Accomplishment: 100 Days of School

Like many Kindergarten and PreK
classes, Mrs. Lozano and her PreK
students celebrated 100 days of school
last week. Unlike many PreK-4 classes,
Mrs. Lozano also has her students
listen to the reading of a book (The
Polar Express), watching the movie,
then doing a pretty thorough
comparison/contrast diagram. Mrs.
Lozano proves that four and five year
olds can do this-- and have such fun
learning!



Choral Evensong: Feast of The Presentation

All are invited to Choral Evensong for
the Feast of the Presentation of Our
Lord on Sunday, February 2, 2020 at
4:00pm.  Music will be provided by the
Our Lady of the Atonement Choristers,
under the direction of Dr. Jennifer
Seighman with Mr. Gary Marks serving
as organist. A reception will follow in
the library.

Introit: Lumen ad revelationem gentium (Gregorian chant)
Preces and Responses: George Guest

Psalm 48: William Crotch
Psalm 87: Stephen Elvey

Magnificat & Nunc dimittis: Robert Powell
Anthem: Christ as a Light (Margaret Rizza) 

THE GALA IS COMING....EIGHT DAYS AWAY!



AUCTION ITEMS:We are still accepting auction items! Very nice last minute
items include gift certificates for dinner at a favorite restaurant, jewelry (new or
estate), and sports memorabilia!

CRUSADER MEMORABILIA: Our 25th anniversary theme lends itself to all
things "Crusader," and we can use more for our decor that night. Would you
kindly loan us some of your Crusader memorabilia? We would especially
appreciate items from participants in the gala who can take their items with them
after the event (thus ensuring their safety getting back to their proper homes).
Let Ms. Nieto know if you can help with the above: anieto@atonementonline.com

Check our school website for 25th Anniversary Gala forms, including secure
online ticket or table purchases: https://theatonementacademy.org/gala.

https://theatonementacademy.org/gala


AUCTION SNEAK PEEKS: Here are a
number of great auction item, including
a fingerprint castle was made by the
PreK 3 class with their tiny handprints
around the outside and fingerprints for
the castle. The mosaic of Our Lady of
The Atonement was made by the sixth
grade class. Each student painted a
tile, which was then put together to
create the final piece of art. The first
grade created a special mosaic cross
that depicts each member of the class.
 
There is also a pastel painting of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, a Kate Spade
purse, James Avery jewelry, a party at
Playlive Nation, a dog bed and canine
treats package...and much more. Truly
there is something for everyone!



Witnessing THE TRUTH in the State Capitol: March for Life 2020

This past weekend, a number of students
from our school's St. Gianna Molla Pro-Life
Club traveled to Austin to witness for the
sanctity of life.



One of our Crusader parents, Mrs. Ana
Lane, reported on the Austin trip: "Most of
the Upper School boys had had a soccer
game at 11 am that went overtime so we
didn’t leave SA until past 2 pm. Some
others students were at the march with their
families. Another group made it to the rally
after they had been rear ended on I-35.
Everyone was safe. Despite this, one way
or another most members of the Pro-Life
Club were in Austin for the March for Life to
stand for life at some point." We are proud
to have their witness this truth underscored
in Jeremiah 1:5, "Before I formed you in the
womb, I knew you." The womb is the first
place God encounters us and He seeks to
encounter us in each moment of our lives!

Soccer Sessions with Coach Miranda

Register Now!

12 Sessions: February 17th - April 3rd 2020
(In observance of Spring Break, no sessions will be

held March 9th – 13th.)

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

Ages 6-8: Mondays & Wednesdays
Ages 9-12: Tuesdays & Thursdays

 
$180.00 per child, siblings $100.00 each after first child

Coach Carlos A. Miranda
Head Coach Men’s Varsity for The Atonement Academy

Ex-college athlete, 10 years coaching experience at different levels



United States Soccer Federation National C License Certified

Camp will concentrate on technical development of players
with games, focused drills, and leadership activities.

Your child will learn soccer and have fun!

Please register at The Atonement Academy front office by Monday, Feb. 17

Soccer Sessions with Coach Miranda

Registration Form

12 Sessions: February 17th - April 3rd 2020
3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

Ages 6-8
Mondays & Wednesdays

Ages 9-12
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Child's Name _____________________________________________________

Session (select one):   Mon & Wed (ages 6-8)      Tue & Thu (ages 9-12)

Parent / Emergency Contact Name ______________________________________

Phone ___________________ Email _____________________________

Payment due upon registration:
Check ________    Credit Card _______     Cash   _______

Parishioner parents: Please be sure to pick up your child promptly at 4:45 pm.

School parents: If your child is not picked up promptly at 4:45 pm, your child will
be checked into after school care for additional fee. After school care is open until
6 pm.

For more information please email:
cmiranda@atonementonline.com

COLD & FLU SEASON REMINDERS!
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Our new and improved Christmas ornaments have
arrived! These ARE correct, and they are ready for
pickup! If you purchased one before the holidays,
contact Ms. Nieto at anieto@atonementonline.com and
make arrangements to pick up your new one. If you
would like to purchase one, you may also correspond



with Ms. Nieto to do so. 

AUSTIN BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
Sunday, February 16, 2020 at 3 PM – 5 PM

Our Lady of The Atonement's next performance in its annual music series
features the Austn Baroque Orchestra. This program presents music from the
Manuscrit des Ursulines de la Nouvelle-Orléans, the only surviving musical
manuscript from colonial Louisiana. The MS has been in the possession of the
Ursuline Sisters of New Orleans since 1754, and consists of sacred contrafacta of
music by Lully, Couperin, Clérembault, Campra, Charpentier, and many others.
Musical excerpts from the manuscript will be interspersed with readings from the
sisters' diaries, including accounts of their trip from Rouen to New Orleans in the
1720s, and some descriptions of life in New Orleans during the French colonial
period. A reception will follow in the St. John Paul II library. 

ATONEMENT ATHLETICS UPDATE FROM Mr. VIDAL

On Friday evening, Crusader Men’s Varsity and Lady Crusaders Varsity play their basketball
games at home at 6:00 and 7:30 pm.
 
Next Monday, we have Men’s Varsity Soccer at 2:00 pm at home and Lady Crusader Varsity
Soccer at 4:00 pm. Both games are against Geneva School of Boerne.
 
Next Friday, February 7, we have Senior Night. During halftime of the Lady Crusader Varsity
Basketball game we will honor the senior ladies who participated on the soccer team. We will
also honor the senior men who played soccer and basketball at the halftime of the Men’s
Varsity Basketball game. The Lady Crusader game starts at 5:30 pm and the Men's game
starts at 7:00 pm 





Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

Contact Us
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