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Students at The Atonement Academy are
encouraged to see the 40 days of Lent as a
preparation to celebrate the joy of the
Resurrection of Jesus. We all now prepare
ourselves to celebrate our forgiveness and
salvation through the Passion of Christ.
Lenten activities and projects help students,
faculty, and staff reflect on the plan that
God has for each of us though Jesus, and
the great hope that is ours through the
Resurrection.

Mrs. Garza's third graders prepare to
begin the Lenten season next week with
watercolor silhouettes of the Crucifixion.

Weekly Letter from Mr. Watson

February 20, 2020

Dear Atonement Families,

When was the last time you ate dinner as a family? It wasn’t until last night over a
meal of pasta, homemade marinara sauce, broccoli, and pinot noir (adults only!),
lovingly prepared by my wife, that I realized how busy this time of year has
become. I had a palpable sense of recalibration as the kids shared the highlights
of their day, as we made various references to Watership Down (a family favorite
that several of us had read recently), and as we prayed and laughed together.

The family is the primary community from which individual persons, child or adult,
are designed to derive meaning. We are all busy, but let’s not get too busy for a
good family dinner.

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson
Head of School

NOTA BENE / NOTE WELL...
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Upcoming Events
February 21: Class Ring Ceremony (during the School Mass)
February 22: Science Fair
February 22: Mother-Son Game Night
February 26: Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) Early Dismissal (12:30)
February 28: Last day to test for Third Quarter AR Program
March 3: National Latin Exam
March 4: End of Third Quarter
March 5-13: Spring Break
March 23-27: IOWA Testing
March 25: Third Quarter Academic Awards (2:25)

Every Wednesday at 3:00 pm in The Sacred Heart Chapel:
Join us in praying a weekly rosary for our school -- and if you can't join us, set
your phone for 3:00 pm to remind you to join us and pray the rosary together!

*More information may be found in this issue of the newsletter.

ASH WEDNESDAY: February 26

Lent begins next week, and its beginning is
heralded by Ash Wednesday and the
imposition of ashes, admonishing us,
"Remember that thou art dust and unto
dust thou shalt return." Ashes will be
imposed during all Ash Wednesday
Masses: 7 a.m., 9:55 a.m., 12 noon, and 7
p.m.

At our parish, other harbingers of Lent are
the closing of the altar triptych and the
beginning of the "Penny War," a school-
wide friendly war with pennies (and other
coins serving as sabotage). The funds are
part of our almsgiving, which, together with
prayer and fasting, serve as preparation for
the Easter season.

SCENES ON CAMPUS...

The work is progressing nicely on our roof projects, and we continue to appreciate
your patience as well as your prayers for the workers. Last Thursday's St.
Valentine's Day celebrations in Ms. Lozano's and Ms. Czech's class as well as
yesterday's work in 6th grade and in Mrs. Taylor's 5th grade was captured in
photos. The lives of our upper scholars (shown here in the library, taking a
science test, and in drama class with Ms. Kennedy) were punctuated by friendly
visits from our Head of School, Mr. Watson.





Atonement Students to Sing in Masterclass with VOCES8

Central to the foundation of student life at The Atonement Academy is the rich
experience students receive in sacred choral music. In recent years, students
have had unparalleled opportunities to sing at such places as Carnegie Hall and
to work with international musical scholars on campus such as Madame Marie-
Louise Langlais (wife of French composer and organist Jean Langlais), Jean
Ashworth Bartle (Founder Toronto Children's Chorus and leading specialist in the
field of children’s choirs), Judith and Gerre Hancock (Organist and Choir Master
at Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue NYC), Paul Phoenix (The King’s Singers),
and the Grammy-Award Winning Westminster Choir. 

On Monday March 2nd, The Atonement Academy Honors Choir, along with
choirs from UTSA and Reagan HS, will participate in a masterclass with members
of VOCES8 at University United Methodist Church (5084 De Zavala Rd.) from
10:30am-12:30pm. Parents and guests are welcome to attend and support these
students. The masterclass is being sponsored by the San Antonio Chamber
Music Society (SACMS). We are honored to receive this invitation from SACMS
on behalf of our students. 

VOCES8 is an a cappella octet from the United Kingdom. Formed in 2005,
VOCES8 has a diverse repertoire ranging from early English and European
Renaissance choral works to their own arrangements. Touring globally, the group
performs this extensive repertory both in its a cappella concerts and in
collaborations with leading orchestras, conductors and soloists. Versatility and a



celebration of diverse musical expression are central to the ensemble’s
performance and education ethos. VOCES8 has performed at many notable
venues, and as the group celebrates its 15th season, they will perform in fourteen
countries in the UK and across Europe, in Russia, in the USA and Japan, as well
as make its debut visit to New Zealand. With an on-going programme of
recordings, videos and live broadcasts, VOCES8 is heard regularly on albums,
international television and radio, as well as maintaining a vibrant web
performance presence. The ensemble is a Decca Classics artist and has released
acclaimed recordings that have all reached the top of the classical charts. Their
latest release is Enchanted Isle, released in January 2019. For more about
Voces8, visit: http://www.voces8.com/about
 
If you’d like to hear VOCES8, SACMS is presenting them on its concert series on
Sunday, March 1. The concert is being held at 3:15 p.m. at Temple Beth-El (211
Belknap Place). Students (with ID) receive free admittance to all San Antonio
Chamber Music Society concerts. Information about the concert may be found
here. https://www.sacms.org/project/voces8/ 

--Submitted by Dr. Jennifer Seighman, OLA Parish Director of Music

We Currently Have 241 Enrolled
for Next Year...

Who Will Be Our 250th Student?
Let's Make This Happen in

February!

Please be aware that some classes are very close to being full. We are
capping class size at 25, and at that point wait lists will begin. Once a class wait
list has at least 10 students, only then will a second class section will be opened.
Please re-enroll without delay, and let your friends and family know, too!

The Atonement Academy Goes to Mexico

Mrs. Susana Trevino is wrapping up
her last days in Mexico as a participant
in the International Student
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Recruitment/Education Fairs & Expos
throughout a number of major cities in
Mexico (Guadalajara, Puebla, Mexico
City, and Monterrey). In each city, she
recruited as well as visited with alumni
and parents who helped represent our
school.

Visited Instituto Educacional Naciones
Unidas Catholic school owned by
Oscar and Thelma Silva, parents of
former students Andrea, Paola, Natalia,
and Ximena. She also visited the
Oxford schools they have 10 schools in
Monterrey its surrounding areas,
Saltillo and Reynosa.  Former
Atonement mom Blanca Cantu came to
visit the Monterrey booth (former
students Jorge, Emilio and Keny).

At the Mexico City EduExpo, she had
visits from Fatima Martin (mother of
Fatima ‘15) and also from Martha
(mother of Aaron Kapp ‘08).

At the Expo in Puebla, Veronica
Maccise visited (mother of former
Atonement students Maricarmen and
Miguel).

Last week we showed Sofia Uriegas
with Mrs. Trevino -- here is her son, our
alumnus Carlos Uriegas ('16), helping
to spread the word about our school,
too.

How blessed we are to have all these
wonderful families as part of the
international Atonement family!!

(Have you seen our video promoting
international admissions? Check it our
here: Promotional Video)

FASTING AND
ABSTINENCE DURING

LENT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsJMATJZA_o&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3guY4sxWqWNIJH2ERl41BUVQbraY8acg5x38ksk8VDRXPH8imNw-l7SD0


Here are some reminders for
Lenten Season:
- Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday are obligatory days of
fasting and abstinence for
Catholics.
- Each Friday during Lent we
also are obligated to fast and
abstain from meat for those
aged 14 and above.
- During the days of fasting a

person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two additional meals that
together do not equal one full meal. This is obligatory for Catholics between the
ages of 18-59.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS SWEEPSTAKES 2020
Sponsored by Catholic Life Insurance

After months and months of raffle ticket sales, the drawing for the sweepstakes
sponsored by Catholic Life Insurance was held last week Friday. Each school
participating in the Catholic Schools Sweepstakes had a $1,000 winner, and the
winner from our school was Tom Monaghan, dad to Jacob (1st grade) and Quinn
(2nd grade). The grand prize winner was from St. Joseph's Catholic School in
Waxahachie TX. The Atonement Academy sold over $11,000 in raffle tickets, and
our school keeps 100% of those proceeds!

LIBRARY NEWS FROM MRS. WENDTLAND

This quarter's AR deadline is coming up: 2/28 is the last day to test.
The Follet Book Fair is coming which will include a family night for
homeschoolers and parishioners. Look for details in next week’s Crusader
News. 



PSIA IS UNDERWAY-- Preparations, Part II

PSIA coordinator Mrs. Mefrige shared a
number of photos of our contestants
and their coaches working hard to
represent us at PSIA. Featured student
photo is Gabriela Medrano. Other
photos include our team of great
coaches: Dean Lamascus, Ms.
Szyszkiewicz, Mrs. Fitzgerald, and
Crusader mom Dr. Barbara Ku!



AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS

The American Heritage Girls and their parents painted game stencils on the St.
Anne’s playground. The children have truly enjoyed AHG's gift to our church and
school!
 
Meeting Note: There will be no AHG meeting on Wednesday February 26th in
deference our families who will attend Ash Wednesday Mass.



TODAY'S SHADOW DAY!

Our most recent Shadow Day is today, and it included students in LS, MS & US.
Ms. Nieto snapped a few photos of our youngest potential Crusaders along with a
group of their parents going on a tour with Mrs. Joiner.



Mini-College Fair--Happening Now!

Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

Contact Us
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