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LIVE LIKE DANNY

Our Atonement community is diminished
with the news of Danny Lowe's death, but
we are gladdened that he no longer suffers
as he was drawn to Jesus on Friday, April
17th.

On behalf of The Atonement Academy's
faculty, staff, and students, we hope to all
"Live Like Danny," and keep in our hearts
the mantra that his fellow students began
over the last year and a half when Danny
once again began to battle cancer.
Students created shirts that said “Live Like
Danny," and this challenged our entire
Atonement community to live with joy daily,
trusting in God and having the courage to
rejoice even in challenging times.

His mother, Mary Jean Schweiter-Lowe,
has informed us that Danny will have a
private graveside service attended by
immediate family due to COVID-19
restrictions. At a later date, when we are
able to gather, there will be a public
memorial service for Danny.

To honor Danny’s wishes, Mrs. Schweiter-
Lowe has set up the “Live Like Danny
Scholarship Fund” at The Atonement
Academy. If you would like to make a
contribution click here and scroll down and
select "Live Like Danny Scholarship Fund,"
or you can simply mail in a check to the
school business office and indicate that it is
for Danny's scholarship fund.

May Danny rest in peace and God’s
perpetual light shine upon him. Please
continue to pray for the repose of the soul
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of Danny and for his family and friends
during this time. Let us now begin--or
continue--to “Live Like Danny.”

Weekly Letter from Mr. Watson

Dear Academy Family,
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Crusader Times. I also want to pass on the link
to a "fireside chat" I recorded yesterday:
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMS5ShbZl4I&feature=youtu.be
 
We are all in this together. Merely one week ago, we lost a Crusader. We
continue to mourn with his family.
 
In many ways, loss seems to be a theme of this season in our local and national
history. Even as many of you are adjusting your lifestyles or perhaps facing
setbacks in your profession, so it goes with the Academy. As you know, the
Academy is a ministry of Our Lady of The Atonement Catholic Church, and even
in normal times the cost of our operation is covered by both tuition revenue and
parish support. While enrollment has held steady during this crisis, giving has not.
Yesterday, I shared with our staff that we would all need to take a temporary
reduction in pay, and that some positions would need to be furloughed, so that we
can live to fight another day.
 
I do not share this to discourage you--when one says "yes" to a high calling, such
sacrifices are accepted joyfully. I share this with you by way of reminder--The
Atonement Academy is a community of which we are each a member. We rejoice
together and we suffer together.
 
Stay steady. Our Lady of The Atonement--pray for us!
 
Your servant,
 
Matthew David Watson
Head of School

Weekly Office Hours (via Zoom)

Atonement teachers will begin offering Zoom office hours next week. This will be
a time for students and their parents to check in with teachers and ask questions
about work assigned for the week. Teachers will be sending out a link to each
student or family for each week’s meeting. Student attendance at these meetings
is entirely optional. Teachers’ office hours are listed below.  

Monday

1 p.m. - Lozano and Pyle

1:30 p.m. - Fitzgerald

2:00 p.m. - M. Kennedy

Wednesday

1 p.m. - Taylor

1:30 p.m. - B. Kennedy

2:00 p.m. - Oliveros

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMS5ShbZl4I&feature=youtu.be


2:30 p.m. - Weems

3:00 p.m. - Garza

3:30 p.m. - Czech

Tuesday

1 p.m. - Adian

1:30 p.m. - Chude

2:00 p.m. - Gray

2:30 p.m. - Sister MM

3:00 p.m. - Markovetz

3:30 p.m. - Mataya

2:30 p.m. - Otten

3:00 p.m. - Szyszkiewicz

3:30 p.m. - White

Thursday

1 p.m. - Creech

1:30 p.m. - Lamascus

2:00 p.m. - Lenahan

2:30 p.m. - MS Athletics

3:00 p.m. - US Athletics

3:30 p.m. - Librarian

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE

If your family is currently experiencing or might soon experience a financial
hardship, please let us know. As we work to secure emergency funding
resources, we want to ensure that families seeking temporary assistance are
identified.  
 
If you intend to but have not yet applied for financial assistance through FACTS
for the 2020-2021 school year, we encourage you to do so as soon as possible.
 
If you have completed a financial aid application for the 2020-2021 school year,
and your family's employment situation has changed, or will change, please log
into your FACTS account and amend your application as soon as possible,
making sure to address the following items:
 
Section 8: Change of Income
Select 'Yes', then enter the anticipated income for you and (if applicable) the co-
applicant. Finally, select the appropriate reason.
 
Section 12: Additional Questions
Explain your situation in as much detail as possible. Be sure to include
business/employer name and type of business.
 
In Addition
Be sure to upload any supporting documentation regarding the employment
change. Examples may include but are not limited to pay stubs or written notice
of layoff, furlough, or termination.
 
Please note that unless specific arrangements are made with the business office,
normally scheduled tuition payments will remain in effect and will be collected on
currently-published due dates.
 
We encourage those families who usually come into the office to submit



payments in person to simply mail a check to:
 
The Atonement Academy
Attn. Dan Patrick
15415 Red Robin Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78255
 
As always, please do not hesitate to relay any questions or concerns to the
Business Office in one of the following ways:
 
Martin Scott, Business Manager. mscott@atonementonline.com or (210) 695-
2240 ext. 105
 
Dan Patrick, Account Representative. dpatrick@atonementonline.com or (210)
695-2240 ext. 107

SAT Update from Mrs. Powell

June 6, 2020 test date has been canceled.

Registration for the 2020-21 SAT administrations will open the week of May 26.
All June registrants will be able to transfer their seat to a 2020-21 test date. All
other students in the class of 2021 who don’t have SAT scores will also have
early access to register for the August, September, and October administrations.
This includes students who had registered for March and May and had their
registrations canceled and refunded. If you have questions, call College Board
Customer Service line at 866-756-7346
 
2020-21 Anticipated SAT Dates:

August 29, 2020
September 26, 2020 new test date
October 3, 2020
November 7, 2020
December 5, 2020
March 13, 2021
May 8, 2021
June 5, 2021

BEING NORMAL IN A FORMAL

Juniors and Seniors, Friday night should have been
your prom, but instead you have been abiding by the
quarantine rules. You have endured your daily tasks
for weeks like: doing homework, chores, lounging,
working out, and reading. We invite you to compete
in our “Being Normal in a Formal “contest in honor of
our prom! This a community building activity that
respects distancing requirements and will be fun if
everyone participates. Plus, it will give you a reason
to get dressed up.
“Being Normal in a Formal” contest rules:

mailto:mscott@atonementonline.com
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1.     Take pictures of yourself in your formal attire
doing normal daily tasks around your home.
2.     Send the photos to Mrs. Havel at
mhavel@atonementonline.com and copy Mrs.
Powell at apowell@atonementonline.com by noon on
Monday, April 27.
3.     Winner will be announced in next week’s
Crusader Times. The prize will be knowing you are
the most creative in the junior and senior class.
Note: Pictures will be posted on social media and
Crusader Times. 

AP Testing 2020

Next week students will be receiving an Online AP Exam Guide that will outline
the online exam process for the AP exams. Be on the lookout for the email, and
let Mrs. Powell know if you do not receive one. A few days before the exam, you
will receive a “join code” to take the exam. 

Remember, that all exams have been pushed back one week, beginning Monday,
May 11th, and finishing Friday, May 22nd. Be prepared to take your exam on the
new test date.

You will need to access the online testing system 30 minutes early to set up. The
exam will be free response and last 45 minutes The AP exam will cover only the
first 75% of material. College Board has free, live, online review sessions led by
AP teachers across the country. They focus on content and skill for the first 75%
of the AP review.

Test dates are as follows:

Mon, May 11
·        11am Physics C: Mechanics, 1 pm Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism
·        3 pm United States Government and Politics
Tues, May 12
·        1 pm Calculus AB or Calculus BC
Wed, May 13
·        1 pm English Literature and Composition
Thurs, May 14
·        1 pm Chemistry
Fri, May 15
·        1 pm United States History
Mon, May 18
·        1 pm Biology
Wed, May 20
·        1 pm English Language and Composition
Fri, May 22
·        1 pm Statistics

mailto:mhavel@atonementonline.com
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GRADUATION

Seniors! The 2020 graduation is scheduled for Saturday, June 6. While we don't
know what the next few weeks may bring, we would like to keep that
appointment, and, if at all possible, keep it on the grounds of your soon-to-be
alma mater. It may look a little different than the graduations that came before,
or those that will follow, but this will only make the event all the more a unique
celebration of your achievement. We are working out details and monitoring
guidance issued by state and local officials, as well as by our bishop. Stay tuned.
Pandemic or no pandemic--you are going to graduate!

Academic Course Registration

Calling all rising ninth through twelfth graders! Turn in your academic course
registration form to Mrs. Powell. Email her a copy by Monday, April 27. We will
soon begin working on next years upper school schedule and need those forms
to place you in classes of your choosing. If you have any questions regarding any
of your courses email me at apowell@atonementonline.com. The academic
course registration can be found here (under "Forms and Documents" on the
school's website).

SAT Update from Mrs. Powell

June 6, 2020 test date has been canceled.

Registration for the 2020-21 SAT administrations will open the week of May 26.
All June registrants will be able to transfer their seat to a 2020-21 test date. All
other students in the class of 2021 who don’t have SAT scores will also have
early access to register for the August, September, and October administrations.
This includes students who had registered for March and May and had their
registrations canceled and refunded. If you have questions, call the College Board
Customer Service line at 866-756-7346
 
2020-21 Anticipated SAT Dates:

August 29, 2020
September 26, 2020 new test date
October 3, 2020
November 7, 2020
December 5, 2020
March 13, 2021
May 8, 2021
June 5, 2021

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

Many medications didn’t get picked up during the “Book and Supply Hand Off”
back in March. It is the school’s policy to notify parents/guardians of students’
who have medications at school to make arrangements to pick up the student’s
medication at the end of the school year. Medications cannot be stored in the
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school building over the summer. If you receive a personal notification that your
child still has medication at school, please make arrangements to pick up the
medication as soon as possible by contacting me via email:
health@atonementonline.com. 

As per school policy, only parents/ guardians may pick up the medications. No
medications will be sent home with the student.

Please remember all medications not picked up by June 6, 2020 will be
destroyed.

Thank you so much for your cooperation. 
--Veronica Tovar Sepulveda, PhD

YEARBOOK UPDATE FROM MRS. POWELL

COVID-19 restrictions are even affecting the yearbook production, which was
originally scheduled for May 29th. The yearbook company facility based out of
Dallas is closed until May 20th. We will keep you posted with the new release
date once the company begins production. The yearbook could use any remote
learning photos. Send them to apowell@atonementonline.com by Thursday April
30th.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: Danny Lowe

Over the next several weeks, we will be honoring the Atonement Class of 2020 by
paying tribute to each of them in our Senior Spotlight series. The features will
appear in the newsletter as well as on social media.

Our inaugural spotlight is dedicated to a very special classmate, Danny Lowe,
who entered eternal rest last Friday after courageously battling brain cancer for
seven years. His faith, fortitude, and determination were an inspiration to all who
knew him. We will cherish his memory, always.
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Miss Regina Szyszkiewicz

We have a great faculty: knowledgeable, talented, and dedicated--both to our
Catholic faith as well as to the education of our Crusaders. Beginning this week,
we will spotlight a faculty member in each issue of the Crusader Times. We asked
them a few questions and here are their responses.

--What do you teach? This year I am
teaching Western Civilization to
sophomores, Honors US History, and
Church History to juniors, and AP
Literature and Composition to seniors.

--What do you appreciate about The
Atonement Academy? To say I most
appreciate it is an understatement: I
love how faithful Atonement is to the
Church and how hard everyone works
to incorporate the Faith into our daily
life as a school.

--What do you look forward to in the
2020-2021 academic year? I look
forward to stepping back into the
classroom in the 2020-2021 school
year and getting to interact with
everyone in "real life" and not just
virtually.

--How do you spend your leisure time? I spend a lot of time listening to my lineup
of history books on Audible. I'm currently working my way through a biography of
Edward III of England. He was quite the man of action which can be somewhat
frustrating to hear about in this time of inaction. But he also survived the Black
Death and lead his country through that horrific time. I found that section quite
inspirational.

--Something you wish we would ask: How is my garden doing? I'm glad you
asked! My little garden is thus far surviving the weird weather changes of Texas
and bringing me much happiness.

SCENES FROM YOUR HOME CAMPUS

Our "new normal" has included more schoolwork as well as more time enjoying
nature and learning new skills and social distancing adventures.





This week's photo montag includes the
Ku family with John Paul and his home
glow lab, Frances with her newly
constructed lantern, and Grace with the
egg she decorated from Mrs. Weems.

Also, Angela Aquino has been busy



with crafts, making a variety of beautiful
cards. Simon Garcia loved getting
photos from Mrs. Kennedy, and wanted
them over his bed so he could
remember all his friends and recall "fun
times."

Students have been busy indoors and
outdoors, too. Carly Ann Rodriguez
made a fabulous pizza, and Alexander
and Caroline Nyberg worked on crafts
while big brother Nico worked on the
landscaping. Caroline is also learning
Morse code to become a Hamm radio
operator!

Ty and Ryann Slayden as well as the
Santillans sent in photos of Easter
clothes and Sister MM introduced her
new kitten, Saanvi.

Patrick Henriquez has been
concentrating on preparations for First
Holy Communion (with great
anticipation).

Mrs. Czech sent in photos of her home
office -- and a surprise Zoom
orchestrated by her class!

S-O-S! Send in your photos (and observations) of your "Stay at Home" life these
days so that we can share them with each other! We will post them in the weekly
newsletter to keep faces and places familiar sights until we are together again on
campus! Please send your observations and images to Mrs. Havel at
mhavel@atonementonline.com. (We will share these with Mrs. Powell and the
yearbook staff to be sure that, in every way, 2019-2020 is a year to remember!)



MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL ATHLETICS

Greetings Atonement Families,

We know these are extremely difficult times and we are all facing different
challenges. While we continue to follow the social distancing guidelines and do
our part in slowing the spread of COVID-19, it’s very important we maintain a
positive attitude and stay connected with all of you, as well as our friends,
families, and colleagues. Though there is much uncertainty, daily discussions
about the future are ongoing as we look at many scenarios and plan for a number
of possibilities. We’re dealing with our new reality and this very fluid situation with
our attention firmly on the health, safety, and well-being of everyone involved.

Our Middle (ISAL), and Upper (TAPPS) School athletic associations we
participate in have notified all athletic directors that they are cancelling all
remaining season events in correlation with the Governor’s order on closing
schools for the rest of the academic year.

With that being said, this is call for collecting uniforms that were handed
out before we transitioned to Remote Learning. I have set up two days in May
for uniforms to be brought to gym and placed in a box outside the gym doors.
These days will be Tuesday May 5th and Wednesday May 6th, from 12:00-1:00
pm. If you cannot make it those days, feel free to email me or contact your coach
to set up a time to bring in your uniform.

We all look forward to the day we’ll be able to return our student-athletes to
campus so they can prepare, train, compete, study, and learn together. Our
academic staff is doing an outstanding job of providing the essentials tools to
learn remotely during this very unique time.

Blessings,

Mr. Dakotah Vidal
Director of Athletics
The Atonement Academy

Go CRU!

NATIONAL LATIN EXAM RESULTS

Christus Resurrexit!

Shortly before Spring Break, Middle and Upper Scholars from the 8th through
12th grades took part in the National Latin Exam, a world-wide test of Latin and
Classics knowledge sponsored by the American Classical League and the
National Junior Classical League. The Atonement Academy has a proud tradition
with this test, and our students once again scored very well, taking home many
awards.

Dean Creech and I would like to thank all students who participated. We would
also like to especially thank all parents and guardians for their support of their
student’s Latin careers. Gratias vobis agimus!

Special mention must be made to 8th Grader Hannah John, who scored a Perfect



Paper in the Intro to Latin Exam. This is the second consecutive year in which an
8th Grader has accomplished this feat at The Atonement Academy. 

Below, please find all students who performed well enough to be recognized for
an award:

Latin (8th Grade)
Hannah John
Hunter Van Delden
William Jones
Karolina Garza
Isabella MacFadden
Isabella Greco
Carlos Alvarez
Surrena Luna

Poetry IV
Cum Laude
Maria Garza
Olivia Kisgen
Prose III
Silver Maxima Cum Laude
Natalie Pecha
Magna Cum Laude
Franco Navarrete
Cum Laude
Christopher Rosedale
Katherine Monroe
Latin II
Silver Maxima Cum Laude
Matthew Petroff
Faith Weems
Cum Laude
Luciana Alvarado
Alfredo Santillan

.

Latin I
Gold Summa Cum Laude
Ian Pro
Andres Sanchez
Silver Maxima Cum Laude
Mark Lane
Magna Cum Laude
John Giltner
Andrea Diaz
Cum Laude
Madison Vale
Anamarie Santos
Hannah Cruz
Victoria Watson

Call for Upper School Journalists

We are calling on the Upper School scholars to use their various talents to publish
a one-time newspaper during this period of remote learning. To give you an idea
of the diversity of talents required to put this together, we would need:

- Outgoing students to gather information and report news
- Creative writers for unique columns
- Photographers
- Artists for comic strips
- Students with attention to detail for editing
- Business-minded students to possibly put together some ads 

We think many of our Upper scholars will find interest in at least one of these
areas and would enjoy contributing to the community and making everyone feel a



little closer.

Are you one of them? If interested, please reach out to Ms. Bridget Kennedy
(bkennedy@atonementonline.com).

Second Graders Appreciate Easter Outreach

Atonement 2nd graders received a special Easter gift in the mail from their
teacher, Mrs. Weems. Her students received homemade Easter cards that
contained a wooden egg. They decorated their eggs and sent a photo of their
artwork back to their beloved teacher. Mrs.Weems says she can't believe how
much her students have grown over the last few weeks, and she misses them
terribly! Good work second graders!!! You put a smile on ALL of our faces

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: Melissa Fragoso

Another weekly feature will be a spotlight on alumni. Our upper school graduates
as well as our 8th grade graduates have gone on to do some wonderful things! In
the past, from time to to time we have featured former students who are
entrepreneurs, nuclear physicists, animators, and teachers...and here is one of
our own who is a physician in Mexico City!

I would love to share with the Atonement
Academy community what I have done
since I graduated from this prestigious and
incredible high school. Without a doubt, all
the teachings that Atonement gave me
helped me get to where I am today.
Once I graduated from Atonement in 2013,
I returned to Mexico to continue my
studies. I applied for the Anahuac
University in Mexico City, which became
my second home in the last seven years to
finally become a Medical Doctor. During
those years of studies I completed four



certification courses in different areas of medicine, I became a paramedic of the
Red Cross, I went to medical brigades in Haiti and Africa, I did a summer
exchange at Boston University where I studied neuroscience and genetics, and I
attended national and international courses at highly recognized universities
worldwide. I also started a Master in Health Care Administration, which I am a few
months away from finishing.
 
I graduated this January 2020 and I’m currently collaborating with Harvard
University and some colleagues from the university from which I graduated in a
medical platform, on a medical platform called Mitosis, as a resource for doctors
and the general public on health issues. We are looking to strengthen preventive
and evidence-based medicine. I’m also looking forward to take the USMLE
(United States Medical Licensing Examination) in the next months, if everything
goes well, as my goal is to become a pediatrician in the future.
 
Definitely, this path has been very challenging, and I have had many struggles
that have been rewarded with successes and achievements. I have spent a lot of
time studying and learning new things, and I have enjoyed every day as if it were
my last -- I learned that by giving everything I was earning everything. Knowing
that you have the life of a human being in your hands is a great responsibility,
knowing that you can give them one last word of hope and be with them
throughout their illness is a blessing. I’m more than blessed and happy with my
job and I can’t wait to see what the future holds.



STAY HOME



STAY HOME
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