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WHAT CHARACTERIZED YOUR LEISURE TIME
DURING THIS PANDEMIC?

Electronics can take young people
down forbidden roads, but some of our
Crusaders have found ways to
evangelize and inspire instead.

After setting up a YouTube channel,
Atonement upper scholar Andres
Sanchez taught himself how to develop
and produce short videos that
promulgate our faith as well as
challenge and support young people in
their struggles. A recent one by Andres
is "God's Love and Mercy," and
another is "Exercise the Demon of
Laziness Out..." Encouraged by
Andres, Crusader upper scholar
Joseph Barron, joined his friend's
channel with a video of his own this
week, "Strive for Purity."

Well done, Crusaders! We applaud
your efforts and hope our Atonement
families will check out the links to follow
your work. May we all be inspired to be
as productive!
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Dear Academy Family,

We continue to pack a lot of information into our weekly newsletter, all intended to
help your family finish the year well. I hope that along with all that information that
our various “profiles series” are also providing a generous serving of
encouragement. The joyful perseverance of fellow students, the dedication of
teachers, and the successes of “Old Crusaders” (alumni) are weekly conveyed in
words and pictures, and together they remind us of what makes our school
community so special. 

At the same time, we admit that it is difficult to truly replicate remotely all the good
that takes place when we are on campus together. It is instructive to reflect on the
events of the past few months that led to us close our campus. In the face of all
the unknowns that attended the initial spread of COVID-19, it was appropriate that
the health and safety of Atonement community members outweigh all other
considerations. Indeed, governmental directives would have compelled a campus
closure even if, locally, we had come to another conclusion. As we get over the
initial shock and begin to look to the future, however, many nonprofit
organizations, businesses, and schools—including ours—are adopting a more
balanced approach. This approach combines a “new normal” of upgraded
sanitation and medical awareness with a prearranged remote option able to be
activated in case of a sudden surge in infections.

Looking ahead to next year, I recognize that our decision to start the 2020-2021
year on campus is not uncontroversial. Therefore, we want to make sure we are
being as transparent as possible about how we are moving forward and the
principles that will guide us. Before we break for summer in a little over two
weeks, we will share with you the general contours of what we are calling our
“Safe Return Plan.” Administration and key staff are meeting regularly to develop
this strategy and will continue to refine it over the summer as we assess emerging
conditions. In the coming weeks, we will also be sending out a questionnaire to
families so that your experience with remote learning this spring can help inform
any revisions.

Stay steady, Crusaders. Our Lady of The Atonement—pray for us!

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson
Head of School

WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS (VIA ZOOM)

Atonement teachers continue offering Zoom office hours as an opportunity for
students and their parents to check in with teachers and ask questions about work
assigned for the week. Teachers will send a link to each student or family for each
week’s meeting. Student attendance at these meetings is entirely optional. As a
reminder, the teachers’ office hours are listed below.

Monday

1:00 p.m. - Lozano and Pyle
1:30 p.m. - Fitzgerald

Wednesday

1:00 p.m. - Taylor
1:30 p.m. - B. Kennedy



2:00 p.m. - M. Kennedy
2:30 p.m. - Weems
3:00 p.m. - Garza
3:30 p.m. - Czech

Tuesday

1:00 p.m. - Adian
1:30 p.m. - Chude
2:00 p.m. - Gray
2:30 p.m. - Sister MM
3:00 p.m. - Markovetz
3:30 p.m. - Mataya

2:00 p.m. - Lenahan
2:30 p.m. - Otten
3:00 p.m. - Szyszkiewicz
3:30 p.m. - White

Thursday

1:00 p.m. - Creech
1:30 p.m. - Lamascus
2:00 p.m. - Oliveros
2:30 p.m. - MS Athletics
3:00 p.m. - US Athletics
3:30 p.m. - Librarian

NO LOWER SCHOOL REMOTE LEARNING ASSIGNMENTS
ON MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 25th

In observance of the Memorial Day holiday, Lower School will not have their
normally scheduled remote learning assignments on Monday, May 25th and will
resume remote learning on Wednesday, May 27th. As the Middle and Upper
School are unaffected by the holiday, they will have their normally scheduled
assignments on Tuesday and Thursday.   

SALUTE TO OUR GRADUATES

In a matter of days, The Atonement Academy Class of 2020 will transition into
adulthood in the midst of challenges of an historic magnitude. Furthermore, they
will make this transition without the encouragement of the pomp and
circumstance that would normally attend it. 

So let's make sure they know they are not alone, that their years of hard work are
noticed, and that we honor their accomplishment. 

On Thursday, June 4th from 7:00-8:00 p.m., members of the senior class will be
positioned at widely spaced intervals in the piazza (much like the teachers did a
couple of weeks ago). During this time, we encourage Academy families to
maneuver their cars at a sedate "parade speed" through the piazza. While
waving, cheering, and signs are encouraged, well-wishers must remain in their
vehicles at all times. Seniors themselves will be wearing masks and maintaining a
safe "social distance" from one another at all times.

REPORT CARDS AND ACADEMIC AWARDS

The fourth quarter report cards will be electronically available on Thursday, June
18th. The academic awards will be announced in that week’s Crusader Times.
 

LAST DAYS OF SCHOOL



A reminder: Friday, June 5th is the last day of school for Grades PreK-3 through
11. Seniors wrap up on Friday, May 29th. Almost there!

SUMMER HOURS

Beginning Monday, June 8th and running through Tuesday, June 30th, the
Academy administration and office staff will be following "summer hours." During
this period, the front office will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The school
office will be closed during the month of July.

ADMISSIONS

Do you have friends or family members who desire to provide their children with
an excellent Catholic classical education? The Atonement Academy is open for
business! Mrs. Joiner, our Director of Admissions, is continuing to receive and
process student applications. She is ready to assist families looking to join our
community. Connect with her at yjoiner@atonementonline.com.

MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL COURSE SCHEDULES

Mrs. Powell is creating 2020-2021 course schedules for 7th-12th graders. We are
hoping to be able to distribute these electronically before we break for summer. If
you are a middle or upper scholar who has not yet turned in your course selection
form, please do so as soon as possible so that we can take it into account when
we create your schedule.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIPS

Deadline extended to June 5th! All current 8th grade Atonement Academy
students can apply for the Catholic High School Knights of Columbus Scholarship
from the Fr. Paul of Graymoor Council 16730.The council has decided to give our
8th graders more time to prepare their applications. 

It's easy to apply! Eighth graders should:
--Create a cover sheet
--Fill out the application (for a copy, email apowell@atonementonline.com)
--Write an essay on this topic: The Value of Catholic Education in the Time of the
COVID-19 Crisis
--Include the school’s transcript or report cards and most recent IOWA tests
--Obtain two teacher recommendations and one other adult
--Add list of academic honors and/or recognition and service activities.

Only complete applications will be considered. Send complete applications to
Mrs. Powell at apowell@atonementonline.com by June 5th.

BOOK & UNIFORM EXCHANGE: NEW DATE 

This year, our traditional Atonement Uniform and Book Exchange will be held on
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Wednesday, June 10th. To accommodate all families, we will be holding the event
7:00-9:00 a.m. and 7:00-9:00 p.m. Here is the 2020 twist: we will do this in the
piazza, and more informational will be forthcoming. Please note the date has
been adjusted to accommodate other on-campus activities.

YEARBOOK UPDATE

The yearbook company, Balfour, opened its manufacturing plant this past
Monday. Instead of a May 29th delivery date, the expected date is now June 29th.
More details regarding distribution to come. 

REPRISE: JOINING ATONEMENT'S UPPER SCHOOL THIS FALL!

We inadvertently omitted one of our eighth graders in last week's newsletter!
Isabella Greco, who has been with us since elementary school, is indeed joining
the freshman class of upper scholars next academic year!

We have a wonderful group of our own eighth graders already enrolled for their
freshman year at The Atonement Academy. They will be joined by several other
new Crusader students. Congratulations eighth grade Crusaders--we look forward
to seeing you in your blazers in August!

(*Denotes The Atonement Academy $2500 Scholarship Recipient)



NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY & NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR
SOCIETY ANNOUNCES OFFICERS AND NEW MEMBERS

Each year The Atonement Academy goes through a process to select and induct
students into the National Honor Society (NHS) and the National Junior Honor
Society (NJHS). The NJHS brings in upcoming 8th graders and those 9th graders
who have achieved an overall grade point average (GPA) of 90% or higher. The
NHS brings in upcoming 10th graders and those 11th and 12th graders who have
achieved the same level of academic success. In addition, these students have



demonstrated leadership skills, service to his or her community and a strong
integrity of character.

Our faculty sponsor for the NHS and the NJHS is Mr. Shawn White, and in
bringing the new members and officers to our attention also notes that "This
year’s candidates will bring brilliant and motivated students to our academic
honor societies and will help our entire campus community be aware of our
strongest scholars and leaders."

The current members of the NHS are (with current grade levels):
Moira Brosnan, Senior
Cody Clute, Sophomore
Maria Garza, Senior
Olivia Kisgen, Senior
Isabella McHugh, Sophomore, newly elected Public Relations Officer
Betsy McKee, Sophomore, newly elected Secretary
Katherine Monroe, Junior
Jack Moore, Sophomore
Lily Moore, Senior
Franco Navarrete Bojalil, Senior
Nicholas Nyberg, Senior
Sofia Ortega, Senior
Natalie Pecha, Junior, newly elected President
Matthew Petroff, Sophomore, newly elected Vice President
Emiliano Sanchez, Senior
Alfredo Santillan, newly elected Treasurer
Gabriella Santillan, Senior
Mary Sommer, Senior
Faith Weems, Sophomore
 
The newly inducted NHS members are (with current grade levels):
Luciana Alvarado, Sophomore
Andrea Diaz, Freshman
John Giltner, Freshman
AnnMarie Groh, Sophomore
Madelyn Landry, Freshman
Mark Lane, Freshman
Ian Pro, Freshman
Andres Sanchez, Freshman
AnaMarie Santos, Freshman
Madison Vale, Freshman
Victoria Watson, Freshman

The newly inducted members of the NJHS (with current grade levels):
Rebekah Barron
Lucia Diez
Joshua Wick
Isabela Nelson
Sophia Musquiz
Bonnie Giltner
Megan Guerra
Pablo Garcia-Tovar
Abigail Casey
Mariana Lane



Dominic Le
Napoleon Puente-Molina
Emma Sauer
Isabela Gabino
Sofia Gabino
Dylan Markey 

WHAT CRUSADER TEACHERS ARE SAYING...

Mrs. Brenda Garza:
At the beginning of the year, my students sailed into the 3rd grade classroom and
quickly anchored themselves into their work. When we transitioned from the
classroom to remote learning, the students did not lose sight of their work. In fact,
our recent discussions on the virtues of diligence and perseverance provided
encouraging words for the students to keep working hard and do their best. I
applaud the hardworking students and parents for their willingness to see the
work finished each week. Stay diligent! The end is near! Galatians 6:9: "And let us
not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap if we do not give
up." 

Miss Jennifer Gray:
During our recent remote learning sessions, I have felt so much love from my
students! More than once I had a student pop into my office hours just to say “Hi”
and “I miss you.” It brightens my day! They are living what Saint Thérèse of
Lisieux states: “Do small things with great love.”

Mrs. Christy Lozano and Ms.Lisa Pyle:
We are so proud of our PreK-3 and PreK-4 students! The excitement that we see
from them during our Zoom meetings is very touching. They all have come a long
way and continue to show growth through their remote learning. We enjoy
receiving their wonderful work each week. This new way of teaching/learning style
has allowed our students to embrace their independence. Parents are also doing
a phenomenal job guiding and working with our PreK students efficiently on a
daily basis. Keep up the wonderful work everyone and we can't wait to see you
all!

Mr. Nicholas Mataya:
I have been incredibly impressed with my students during this period of remote
learning. My Latin III and Latin IV students, for example, are doing excellent work
with some tough passages, and I never fail to enjoy the insight I receive from my
Latin IV students. Moreover, my Moral Theology students are doing amazingly
well reading and reflecting on important church documents, like Pope
Francis’s Amoris Laetitia.

Miss Regina Syszyzkiewicz:
One of my junior students emails every couple weeks to let me know that she has
answered yet another Jeopardy question correctly because of what she learned in
Honors US History. They are never obvious questions (who was the first
President?) but questions you could only answer if you paid close attention in
class (third party politics). It makes me very proud every time I read those emails!

SIXTH GRADERS REFLECT ON PANDEMIC AND SCHOOL



Sixth grade teacher Miss Bridget Kennedy reports that her scholars have been
working on essay writing, and she is impressed with the process and the product.
She elaborates: "We've spent the past few weeks breaking down the process of
writing an essay, from brainstorming to organizing, outlining, writing, and revising.
These two students, Kate Joyner and Evan Landry, impressed me throughout the
process, and each step of the way, they improved their essays little by little. I think
their final drafts reflect the hard work they put into them!"

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS

Nicholas Nyberg
Headed to Texas A&M University

Favorite Scripture:
2 Corinthians 4: 8-9 "We are afflicted in
every way, but not constrained;
perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck
down, but not destroyed."

Favorite Memory:
"Preparing and performing with my
friends in my sophomore year's spring
concert as part of Mrs. Z's Men's
Chorale."

Gabriella Santillan
Headed to the University of Dallas

Favorite Scripture:



2 Chronicles 15:7 "But as for you, be
strong and do not give up, for your
work will be rewarded."

Favorite Memory:
"Going to New York City with the
Atonement Honors Choir and singing at
Carnegie Hall."

Mary Sommer
Headed to St. Mary's University

Favorite Scripture:
Proverbs 31:25 "She is clothed with
strength and dignity, and she laughs
without fear of the future."

Favorite Memory:
"Being able to create such incredible
music with the school's Honors Choir
and having the opportunity to compete
at state levels and even perform at
Carnegie Hall."

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: MISS JENNIFER GRAY

We have a great faculty: knowledgeable, talented, and dedicated--both to our
Catholic faith as well as to the education of our Crusaders. We began last week
spotlighting a faculty member in the Crusader Times. We asked them a few
questions and here are their responses.

--What do you currently teach?
I teach 7th grade life science, 9th grade
biology, 11-12th grade AP biology, and
10th grade Sacred Scripture. I have the
blessing of showing my students that
faith and science do truly complement
each other; fides et ratio. I also have the
pleasure of coaching the high school
cross country team.



--What do you most appreciate about
teaching at The Atonement Academy?
Do I have to pick one? Honestly, there
are many. Here are a few of my
favorites: the community I have with my
fellow faculty and staff, the ability to
experience the Sacrament of Holy
Eucharist every day, and the students. I
can honestly say that I laugh and smile
everyday at my job--how many jobs in
the world include that?

--What do you look forward to in the
2020-2021 school year?
Simple: Assuming everything has
calmed down, seeing my students and
colleagues again.

--Tell us a bit about yourself.
Well I like long walks on the beach, just
kidding, but I do LOVE long walks with

my dog Princess Buttercup (named after the Princess Bride of course). She is a
fox terrier-chihuahua mix and is the puppy love of my life. Other than that, I love
decorating Christmas cookies, fairytales, singing and playing my keyboard,
running, and ice skating (I was a figure skater before I took up cross country). I
have an amazing family in Virginia! My mom is a certified spiritual director, my
dad is a retired Navy diver, my brother (after serving our country in the Army) is
now training to be a plumber, and the family dog back home, Nutmeg, takes on
the job of “chief cuddler” very well. I also love quotes (they decorate the walls of
my classroom). Two of my favorites are: “Every persons’ life is a fairytale written
by God’s finger” (Hans Christian Anderson) and “Next to the Blessed Sacrament
itself, your neighbor is the holiest object present to your senses” (C.S. Lewis). 

--Something you wish we asked!
Ask me about my certification in bioethics that I am starting this fall. It’s my first
step towards achieving my Master's degree in Catholic bioethics! I’m so excited!

Top 10 Random Facts About Me That You Might Not Know About Me (in no
particular order):
1. As a military brat I was blessed to visit many places; Japan was the favorite
place I lived, and Ireland was the favorite place I’ve visited.
2. White is my favorite color, and daisies are my favorite flower.
3. I love lemons and red pepper, but very much dislike cheese.
4. I’ve read all of War and Peace but have not read the Lord of the Rings trilogy.
5. I’ve seen Abby Johnson speak live.
6. I really want to visit Australia and swim the Great Barrier Reef.
7. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’engle is my favorite book, though I also like
the Catholic fairytale novels by Regina Doman.
8. 17 is my favorite number, because prime numbers are great.
9. Some of my students last year nicknamed me “Miss Frizzle” (from “The Magic
School Bus”), and I consider it a major honor!
10. I’ve wanted to teach since I was in 6th grade and am very blessed!



ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: JOE MCDONOUGH '10

I graduated from Atonement in
2010, went to Texas A&M for
mechanical engineering and
graduated in 2014, and
immediately moved to West
Texas to work in the Permian
Basin oil fields for three years.

I got married and moved to
Houston to be closer to family. I
worked in a chemical plant for
three years dealing with pumps
and compressors, and have
recently taken on a new role to
help commission the
maintenance program for a new
polyethylene plant in Pasadena.

Being in a STEM field has been exciting for me as it has allowed me to be around
and learn about powerful complex equipment (biggest I've seen is a 60,000
horsepower turbo expander!), be outside most days, and just get dirty.

These days, I enjoy family time with my wife and 2 kids and golf when I get the
chance.

ATONEMENT GRAD NAMED
2020 VALEDICTORIAN AT
UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS

Ana Henriquez is no stranger to earning the
top honors, academically. Not too long ago,
she was named valedictorian of The
Atonement Academy’s Class of 2016. We
caught up with Ana and asked what the
future has in store for her, shortly after she
earned the familiar title of valedictorian at
the University of Dallas. The biology major
plans to attend graduate school at UT
Southwestern in the fall and earn her PhD
in cell and molecular biology. 

“My hope is to teach and conduct research in the pharmacology and drug
development fields,” says Henriquez. “I never intended to study virology until all
this happened (referring to COVID-19). I’ve found this all so interesting… the
development of vaccines and treatment.”

Henriquez credits her experience at Atonement to preparing her for college life.
“I don’t think there’s any way I could have excelled at UD without what I learned at
Atonement,” she adds. “I learned how to balance a challenging course load while
also engaging in social activities.”



She offers one piece of important advice to students at her beloved alma mater.
“Your grades do matter in high school, but your friends do too,” says Henriquez.
“Never give up on those friendships because they’ll follow you throughout your
life.” 

SCENES FROM YOUR HOME CAMPUS

Photo of the Week: Coach Vidal and
his wife Julia...and baby makes three!
Congratulations to the growing family!

On other homefronts, Devin Deschenes
has a Zoom meeting with Mrs.Garza,
and Ms.Czech's class joined their
Zoom this week dressed in patriotic
garb and talked about the meaning of
Memorial Day.

Sofia Sanchez and Caden Padilla were
hard at work on their assignments as
well as other activities (that's Caden
spreading mulch). And Laney Campbell
practiced reading aloud by reading to
her dog. Caroline Nyberg had little
sister's help with an art project, and
Ella Quarles had her sister help her
package face masks their mom has
been sewing.

Ty Slayden shared a photo of his Zoom
meeting with Mrs Garza, Lola Salinas
and Mrs. Weems share crazy hats
during their Zoom meeting, and
Anaahat Wadwa and her sister made
sandwiches to deliver to the SA Food
Bank for distribution.

Alexander Nyberg enhanced his
birdwatching by making and filling
feeders, and he made a squirrel feeder
in hopes that they would leave the bird
seed alone. The Sanchez boys get
their vitamin D and exercise with
distancing outdoors. Lastly, Patrick
Henriquez wrote a note in chalk,
thankful for the Monday's Memorial
Day holiday!





Send in your photos (and observations)
of your "Stay at Home" life these days
so that we can share them with each
other! We will post them in the weekly
newsletter to keep faces and places
familiar sights until we are together
again on campus! Please send your
observations and images to Mrs. Havel
at mhavel@atonementonline.com. (We
will share these with Mrs. Powell and
the yearbook staff to be sure that, in
every way, 2019-2020 is a year to
remember!)





VIRTUAL CHOIR VIDEO

The Our Lady of The Atonement
Parish Choirs will be making a virtual
choir video of one of our beloved
choral anthems in June. Each singer
will submit a recording of themselves
singing their voice part from home,
and then all of the individual parts will

be edited into one video. We are excited as this is the first time we have done this
in our parish. We hope to release the video at the end of July. Graduating seniors
and alumni from The Atonement Academy are invited to participate in the
project. If you are interested, please email our Parish Music Director, Dr. Jennifer
Seighman (jseighman@atonementonline.com), for more details and materials.
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PTC SPEARHEADS SENIOR APPRECIATION PROJECT

The PTC came up with a great way to honor our seniors, deliver their cap and
gown packages, and provide them with a few other treats. Several groups of
parents along with a few volunteers made deliveries to their front doors!
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