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ACTS OF GENEROSITY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

"Helping a person in need is good in
itself. But the degree of goodness is
hugely affected by the attitude with
which it is done. If you show
resentment because you are helping
the person out of a reluctant sense of
duty, then the person may receive your
help but may feel awkward and
embarrassed. This is because he will
feel beholden to you. If, on the other
hand, you help the person in a spirit of
joy, then the help will be received
joyfully. The person will feel neither
demeaned nor humiliated by your help,
but rather will feel glad to have caused
you pleasure by receiving your help.
And joy is the appropriate attitude with
which to help others because acts of
generosity are a source of blessing to
the giver as well as the receiver."
— St. John Chrysostom

From food drives to toy drives, from 8th
graders mentoring 2nd graders to
making sandwiches to feed the less
fortunate or wrapping gifts at
Christmastime--all year long, our
Crusader family shows up and helps
care for others! The struggles are real
but so is our love for each other!
Crusaders Care!

https://theatonementacademy.org/
https://theatonementacademy.org/
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WEEKLY LETTER FROM MR. WATSON

May 29, 2020

Dear Atonement Family,

We are nearly there! Today is the last day of school for the Class of 2020, and the
rest of us are a mere week from the finish line. Although summer travels and
vacations may look a bit different this year, I hope that each of you will be able to
find ways to orchestrate some genuine leisure, rest, and recreation for your
families. I think we have probably all been under more strain than we realize.

Two communications went out yesterday, and I want to assure you that they were
intended to alleviate, not add to, that strain. One was a survey through which we
are asking you to share your experience of remote learning this past quarter. The
other (linked here) was an outline of the state and trajectory of our preparations to
return to campus in August. Apart from any information these communications
conveyed, I hope their cumulative effect was to reassure you that during this
unsettled time we are taking the safety and education of your children as
seriously as you are.

Stay steady, Crusaders. Our Lady of The Atonement--pray for us!

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson
Head of School
The Atonement Academy

WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS (VIA ZOOM)

Atonement teachers continue offering Zoom office hours as an opportunity for
students and their parents to check in with teachers and ask questions about work
assigned for the week. Teachers will send a link to each student or family for each
week’s meeting. Student attendance at these meetings is entirely optional. As a
reminder, the teachers’ office hours are listed below.

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/Safe Return Letter.pdf


Monday

1:00 p.m. - Lozano and Pyle
1:30 p.m. - Fitzgerald
2:00 p.m. - M. Kennedy
2:30 p.m. - Weems
3:00 p.m. - Garza
3:30 p.m. - Czech

Tuesday

1:00 p.m. - Adian
1:30 p.m. - Chude
2:00 p.m. - Gray
2:30 p.m. - Sister MM
3:00 p.m. - Markovetz
3:30 p.m. - Mataya

Wednesday

1:00 p.m. - Taylor
1:30 p.m. - B. Kennedy
2:00 p.m. - Lenahan
2:30 p.m. - Otten
3:00 p.m. - Szyszkiewicz
3:30 p.m. - White

Thursday

1:00 p.m. - Creech
1:30 p.m. - Lamascus
2:00 p.m. - Oliveros
2:30 p.m. - MS Athletics
3:00 p.m. - US Athletics
3:30 p.m. - Librarian

THE CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations to our graduating seniors! We'll have an update on college
acceptances and financial awards in an upcoming issue, but here are our beloved
Seniors!



First Row, L-R: Franco Navarrete Bojalil, Jimena Alvares, Emiliano Sanchez, Maria Garza
Second Row, L-R: Daniel Lowe, Moira Brosnan, Nicholas Nyberg, Gabriella Santillan
Third Row, L-R: Olivia Kisgen, Daniel Walmsley, Lilian Moore, Christopher Rosedale
Fourth Row, L-R: Sofia Ortega, Nicholas Escobar, Mary Sommer, Juan Pedro Garza

SENIOR SALUTE

Just a reminder that our "Senior Salute" is scheduled for Thursday, June 4th from
7:00-8:00 p.m. in the piazza. Please help us honor their accomplishment and wish
them well as they transition from "Crusaders" to "Old Crusaders."  Ahead of their
private Baccalaureate Mass on Saturday, June 6th, this "Senior Salute" is the
public recognition of our graduating class.

For the "Senior Salute," The Class of 2020 will be positioned at widely spaced
intervals in the piazza (much like the teachers did a couple of weeks ago). During
this time, we encourage Academy families to maneuver their cars at a sedate
"parade speed" through the piazza. While waving, cheering, and signs are
encouraged, well-wishers must remain in their vehicles at all times. Seniors
themselves will be wearing masks and maintaining a safe "social distance" from
one another at all times.

2020-2021 PARENT-STUDENT HANDBOOK



Our new 2020-2021 Parent-Student Handbook is now posted on the school's
website.

2020-21 BOOK LIST & SUMMER READING

The 2020-21 Course Book List and Summer Reading List are posted on the
school website. They may be found on the "Forms & Documents" tab at
www.theatonementacademy.org. Here is a link for the Summer Reading List,
and here is one for the Lower School Textbook List, along with this one for the
Middle and Upper School.

REPORT CARDS AND ACADEMIC AWARDS

The fourth quarter report cards will be electronically available on Thursday, June
18th. The academic awards will be announced in that week’s Crusader Times. 

LAST DAYS OF SCHOOL

A reminder: Friday, June 5th is the last day of school for Grades PreK-3 through
11. Seniors wrap up today. Almost there!

SUMMER HOURS

Beginning Monday, June 8th and running through Tuesday, June 30th, the
Academy administration and office staff will be following "summer hours." During
this period, the front office will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The school
office will be closed during the month of July.

MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL COURSE SCHEDULES

Mrs. Powell is creating the 2020-2021 course schedules for 7th-12th graders. We
are hoping to be able to distribute these electronically by the end of next week. If
you are a Middle or Upper scholar who has not yet turned in your course
selection form, please do so as soon as possible so that we can take it into
account when we create your schedule.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIPS

The K of C Scholarship application deadline has been extended to June 5th to
give more time for applications to be submitted. Please note that ALL current 8th
grade Atonement Academy students can apply for the Catholic High School
Knights of Columbus Scholarship from the Fr. Paul of Graymoor Council 16730. 

It's easy to apply! Eighth graders should:

--Create a cover sheet
--Fill out the application (for a copy, email apowell@atonementonline.com)

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/Parent-Student Handbook 2020-2021.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/Summer Reading 2020 final.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/22526/documents/2020/5/LS Booklist final.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/MSUS Booklist final.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/MSUS Booklist final.pdf
mailto:apowell@atonementonline.com


--Write an essay on this topic: The Value of a Catholic Education in the Time of
the COVID-19 Crisis
--Include the school’s transcript or report cards and most recent IOWA tests
--Obtain two teacher recommendations and one from another adult
--Add list of academic honors and/or recognition and service activities

Only complete applications will be considered. Send complete applications to
Mrs. Powell at apowell@atonementonline.com by June 5th.

BOOK & UNIFORM EXCHANGE: NEW DATE & LOCATION

This year, our traditional Atonement Uniform and Book Exchange will be held on
Wednesday, June 10th. To accommodate all families, we will be holding the event
7:00-9:00 a.m. and 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the piazza. More information to come.

YEARBOOK UPDATE

The yearbook company, Balfour, opened its
manufacturing plant this past Monday. Instead of
a May 29th delivery date, the expected date is
now June 29th.

Each Crusader family receives one copy of the
yearbook, and you will soon receive details
regarding distribution. In the meantime, here is a
sneak peek of our new cover!

COME CHECK YOUR LOCKER!

Middle and Upper School Scholars: Did you leave items in your locker? Are you
unsure? Come and check! You must retrieve your items (books, supplies, etc.)
the week of June 8th through 12th from 8:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. (Building must
be empty by 2:00 p.m.). Unclaimed items will be placed in lost and found.

ACADEMIC OUTFITTERS UPDATE

In the interest of serving our Atonement families as safely and expeditiously as
possible, our uniform supplier is putting additional procedures in place. Their
guidelines are posted on our school website under "Documents and
Forms/Uniforms" (under the "Resources" tab).

mailto:apowell@atonementonline.com
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/ACADEMIC OUTFITTERS MAY 2020.pdf


SUMMER TRAINING AND CAMPS

Crusader families have been emailed our complete list of training and camps we
will offer this summer for your children. You will also find a pre-screening
questionnaire to be completed at home. Please note that you will not need to
bring the completed form to camp; the questionnaire is for your family to use as a
guide when determining whether or not your child should participate in our
camps.
 
We reiterate that as an athletic department affiliated with ISAL/TAPPS, we are
following their guidelines and have been discussing the best possible ways to
ensure a safe and healthy environment for our athletes to return to campus.

Our first summer training will begin on June 8th with strength and conditioning.
Please pay attention to the times and age groups for each camp. When you arrive
to camp you will be asked if you completed the pre-screening COVID-19
questionnaire for your family (if not, your children will not be allowed to attend the
camp); and each participant's temperature will be checked (anyone with a 100
degree fever will not be allowed to participate).
 
The coaching staff will also pre-screen themselves at home and have their
temperature checked when they report to campus. We will have hand sanitizer
stations set-up throughout the gymnasium and the sports field for athletes and
coaching staff to use. The locker room will not be accessible to the athletes.
Athletes must arrive to camp in proper athletic attire. All camp sports equipment
will be disinfected after each use and after camp each day.
 
Please refer to your email for additional information about registration, payment,
and camp schedules. We used your current RenWeb/FACTSIS account
information, so if you did not receive an email with this information, please contact
the office. 

WHAT CRUSADER TEACHERS ARE SAYING...

Mrs. Kristie Weems:
Second grade is a time of
tremendous growth, and it is
striking to see the difference that
seven months makes! Depicted
are two assignments from the
same second grade student, one in
August, and the second created
just as Lent began in late
February. The second grade class
as a whole has demonstrated
similar development and growth,
and incoming assignments have
shown continued mastery. I am so
very proud of my students!

Mr. Zachary Adian:
I would like to offer an item about our seniors' work this week to the newsletter,



regarding the relationship of science and faith. I think everyone will be very
impressed with the profundity of their responses, and I have collected several
quotes from their work. See what some of our graduating seniors have to say
reflecting on their studies of Physics during their final week with us. Take a look!

QUESTION: Does Science really oppose our Catholic Faith?

“Based on my experience, I’ve come to realize that science can only take us so
far. In other words, why is it that charge can be isolated, but a magnetic pole
cannot? Or, why is it that massive objects attract each other? Science can
accurately explain the nature of magnetism, or that gravity does indeed exist, but
not why it all occurs like it does. The why’must be attributed to God.”

“It has truly opened my eyes that people are not in control. The more of my
ignorance I realize, the more of God’s omnipotence do I come to know.”

“One cannot see what he doesn’t want to see.”

“Even with physics and the astounding discoveries made, we do not have
explanations for everything, and we never will.”

“Physics does not go against or diminish God in any way. Physics is just one of
the many pathways that can lead you to God and show His miraculous ways.”

“Science finds truths concerning the way our universe works, whereas religion
finds truths concerning the purpose of God’s creation. For this reason, I believe
that science and religion complement each other, and that knowledge of Physics
helps us to learn more of God’s beautiful creation.”

These students' profound understanding is a testament to their dedication and
their striving to know and love God through His world. Well done, seniors!

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS

Daniel Walmsley
Headed to the University of Texas
at San Antonio

Favorite Scripture:
Psalm 70: 1-5: "Make haste, O God, to
deliver me; make haste to help me,
O Lord. Let them be ashamed and
confounded that seek after my soul: let
them be turned backward, and put to
confusion, that desire my hurt. Let
them be turned back for a reward of
their shame that say, 'Aha, aha'. Let all
those that seek thee rejoice and be
glad in thee: and let such as love thy
salvation say continually, Let God be
magnified. But I am poor and needy:
make haste unto me, O God: thou art
my help and my deliverer; O Lord,



make no tarrying."

Favorite Memory:
"Mardi Gras celebration this school
year."

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: MISS BRIDGET KENNEDY

We have a great faculty: knowledgeable, talented, and dedicated--both to our
Catholic faith as well as to the education of our Crusaders. Each issue of this
newsletter spotlights a faculty member. We ask them a few questions and here
are their responses.

What do you currently teach? I’m
currently teaching 6th grade, and I’m
excited to teach 6th grade next year as
well! It’s a self-contained class, so I’ll
be teaching all subjects. 

What you most appreciate about
teaching at The Atonement Academy?
As many “faculty spotlights” have noted
before me, The Atonement Academy
community integrates Catholicism not
only into the students’ education but
also into the campus culture. This
holistic approach cannot be
overpraised, so I figured I’d follow the
trend of admiring it! What I appreciate
most is the inquisitive nature of the
students. It’s refreshing to see these
students strive toward understanding
truth, knowing that their curiosity in all
the little truths across all subjects
implies an often unrealized desire to
know the fullness of Truth. Having
been a student at The Atonement

Academy myself, I know this questioning attitude is encouraged in the students,
but it’s even more beautiful to witness it from the “desk-facing” side of the
classroom!

What you look forward to in the 2020-2021 school year? Although I would have
never imagined myself as a 6th-grade teacher, I’m looking forward to teaching this
grade level again next year. Of all of Christ’s childhood, one age was chosen to
be a part of Sacred Scripture: 12 years old. We all know the story of Jesus taking
the liberty to remain in the Temple as Mary and Joseph caravanned home. I’m
most looking forward to watching my students explore this age of taking on
responsibility in an almost frighteningly Christ-like way. 

Tell us about yourself! One thing people quickly come to realize is that I have not
stopped Irish dancing since I was five years old! Whether I’m talking about dance,
thinking up new steps in my mind, dancing at a competition or in a show, teaching
dance, or dancing down the grocery aisles, I can’t seem to stop moving my feet.



My proudest achievement was receiving 14th place at the 2018 World
Championships in Glasgow, Scotland! Although I tone it down in the hallways at
school (wouldn’t that be a sight?!), I don’t contribute the lack of dancing to the fact
that I might embarrass my students in the hallway - I blame it on the
heels! (Editor's note: Miss Kennedy's featured photo was taken as she crossed
the street in Glasgow in inimitable style!)

What is something you wish we had
asked? I wish you would have asked
about my nephew and niece, Patrick
and Colleen. In my completely
unbiased opinion, they are the cutest
kids in the world! I love spending time
with them, and they add so much joy to
my family. Whether they’re ridiculing
my dance moves or feeding the
“duckies” at the pond, they always
manage to spark laughter!

Miss Kennedy is an alumna of The
Atonement Academy and graduated in 2015.
She the daughter of 1st grade teacher Mrs.
Maria Kennedy, and her her siblings, Sean
('10), Anne ('13), and Maire ('19) are all "Old
Crusaders!"

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: PAULINA GARCIA RENDON '15

I am a member of the The Atonement Academy
graduating class of 2015. My family moved from
Mexico to Texas in 2010, and we enrolled at
The Atonement Academy in which we found a
very welcoming community.

The best memories I have are attending and
playing sports with my friends as well as
participating in the choir trips. Participating in
The Stations of the Cross every Friday during
Lent will always have a special place in my
heart as well. I made great friends that I will
always keep in my life.

After Upper School, I enrolled at Baylor
University and obtained a degree in
Management Information Systems. I joined a
Bible study group at St. Peter’s Baylor’s
Catholic Center and became friends with some
wonderful young women. Besides coding for
hours, I joined a Business Professional
Fraternity which allowed me to network with



other students that had similar career interests.
In addition, The Atonement Academy inspired
me to keep singing after upper school so I
joined multiple choirs at Baylor and kept singing
a part of my life all four years of college. 

Now that I have graduated I work in Dallas,
Texas as a consultant at Protiviti, a company
that offers internal audit and provide business
solutions to all sorts of companies in
different solutions such as financial services and
consumer products and services. The main
projects I have worked on have dealt with IT
systems and Payroll/HR systems migration and
implementation. Some of the larger clients I
have had include American Airlines and USAA. I
did get the chance to travel a bit for clients in
the fall of 2019 and was able to do campus
recruiting for Protiviti. I have enjoyed my time
working here and I have met very driven
individuals that have helped me grow
professionally. I also have liked living in Dallas,
since it’s a great city for young people to explore
new opportunities.

In my free time I do lots of reading, take hikes,
and study for additional tech certifications. I also
enjoy traveling with my friends and family; I had
the opportunity to explore beautiful Greece last
year and would go back in a heartbeat. San
Antonio is where I spend most holidays and I
am able to reconnect with old friends. I also visit
Mexico and spend time with my extended
family. I became a huge fan of college sports in
the last few years, so you will often catch me
watching them on television.

LIBRARY NEWS FROM MRS. WENDTLAND



Go to our Library page on the school website for more information about the
library's Summer Reading Program! Families can look for more activities and
badges weekly.

The Accelerated Reader testing period ends June 5th at 4:30 p.m.
Congratulations to those students who continue to read for the love of learning!
Finally, any textbooks and/or library books may be returned to the St John Paul II
Library June 1st through the 5th during the hours of 9:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m. Drop
boxes will be located outside of the library doors. Once the entire school inventory
has been completed, you will receive an email reflecting the status of your child's
library account. You will receive this email no later than July 1st. Only lost books
will incur replacement costs which will be billed to the family account on July
15th. Families are welcome to bring in a copy of the title as a replacement book in
"new or like new" condition in lieu of paying the lost book fee.
Please be sure to email any questions you may have to our librarian, Mrs.
Wendtland, at dwendtland@atonementonline.com.

SCENES FROM YOUR HOME CAMPUS

https://theatonementacademy.org/saint-john-paul-ii-library
mailto:dwendtland@atonementonline.com


Welcome to the Crusader family,
Gustavo Gabriel Gabino! He joins a
toddler sister as well as twin seventh
graders Isabela and Sofia. Katherine
Monroe was able to social distance a
visit with Varsity volleyball coach Alex
Alvarez and present him with a card
from his Lady Crusaders. The
LeBranch girls, Elizabeth and
Bernadette, visit a spa and the
Wendtland boys (Mason, Steven, and



Send in your photos (and observations)
of your "Stay at Home" life these days
so that we can share them with each
other! We will post them in the weekly
newsletter to keep faces and places
familiar sights until we are together
again on campus! Please send your
observations and images to Mrs. Havel
at mhavel@atonementonline.com. (We
will share these with Mrs. Powell and
the yearbook staff to be sure that, in
every way, 2019-2020 is a year to
remember!)

Gabriel) hit the neighborhood
basketball hoop for some exercise. The
Ku family had a Memorial Day trip to
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
to visit their great-grandfather's grave.





VIRTUAL CHOIR VIDEO

The Our Lady of The Atonement
Parish Choirs will be making a virtual
choir video of one of our beloved
choral anthems in June. Each singer
will submit a recording of themselves
singing their voice part from home,
and then all of the individual parts will

be edited into one video. We are excited as this is the first time we have done this
in our parish. We hope to release the video at the end of July. Graduating seniors
and alumni from The Atonement Academy are invited to participate in the
project. If you are interested, please email our Parish Music Director, Dr. Jennifer
Seighman (jseighman@atonementonline.com), for more details and materials.

mailto:jseighman@atonementonline.com


Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

Contact Us

     

https://theatonementacademy.org/
https://theatonementacademy.org/about-us
https://theatonementacademy.org/academics
https://theatonementacademy.org/admissions
https://theatonementacademy.org/documents-forms
https://theatonementacademy.org/contact-us
https://www.facebook.com/OLAtonement
https://www.twitter.com/@Pontifex
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPfG9IsbjdsR20zJ1OCg3OQ/videos



