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"Each of us is the result of a thought of
God. Each of us is willed, each of us is
loved. Each of us is necessary."
--Pope Benedict XVI

This summer we are hopeful that each
of our Crusaders and their families will
have a wonderful respite and return in
August ready to see each other and
learn together! At The Atonement
Academy, each scholar is integral to
the whole -- the class as well as the
school!

WEEKLY LETTER FROM MR. WATSON

June 4, 2020

Dear Atonement Family,

It is always an accomplishment to persevere through a long school year. This
time, however, required an extra measure of devotion. Much was required, and
we answered the call--teachers and students, staff and parents rallied together to
carry on the work of Catholic classical education. Another page or two and this
eventful chapter will come to an end, and the litany of God’s faithfulness will grow
a little longer.

Meanwhile, even as we triumph, the most recent headlines have reminded us that
the world through which we sojourn continues to reap the wages of sin, whether
those wages are disease and death or racial animus.

This past Sunday we celebrated the coming (and remaining) of the Holy Spirit. St.
John teaches us in his epistles that where the Spirit is we will find love of God and
love of brother. Has our need of the Spirit ever been more apparent?

If we have eyes to see, though, therein lies our school’s call in this unsettled age.
The aim of a Catholic classical education is to disciple young people in a personal
relationship with truth, goodness, and beauty so that they may be eager
cooperators with the Spirit who empowers us to carry out Christ's mission to seek
and to save that which is lost.
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Stay steady. When 3:30 p.m. rolls around tomorrow afternoon, I hope you will
gather for a big family cheer and a prayer of thanks—because by the grace of
God we have, together, accomplished something truly extraordinary.

Congratulations, Crusaders! Our Lady of The Atonement—pray for us!

Your servant,

Matthew David Watson
Head of School

SENIOR SALUTE

Just a reminder that our "Senior Salute" is scheduled for TODAY, Thursday, June
4th from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the piazza. Please help us honor their accomplishment
and wish them well as they transition from "Crusaders" to "Old Crusaders." 
Ahead of their private Baccalaureate Mass on Saturday, June 6th, this "Senior
Salute" is the public recognition of our graduating class.

For the "Senior Salute," The Class of 2020 will be positioned at widely spaced
intervals in the piazza (much like the teachers did a couple of weeks ago). During
this time, we encourage Academy families to maneuver their cars at a sedate
"parade speed" through the piazza. While waving, cheering, and signs are
encouraged, well-wishers must remain in their vehicles at all times. Seniors
themselves will be wearing masks and maintaining a safe "social distance" from
one another at all times.



 CLASS OF 2021 COLLEGE READINESS

A message for rising Seniors: as you are getting ready to begin your senior year,
there are some things you can do over the summer to get yourself ready to begin
the college application process. 
 
Work on your college essays.
Mrs. Powell has already sent you the list of Common App college essay prompts.
 



Begin remote college visits.
Many colleges offer virtual tours. You want to hone in on your list of colleges to
apply to in the fall.

Ask your teachers for letters of recommendation. Be sure to give teachers plenty
of time, and perhaps remind them of a few key points you would like them to make
about you.

Sign up for the SAT; registration began last week.
The College Board website has ample information on ways to prepare, including
sample tests, a daily practice app, and more! Click here for more information.

Familiarize yourself with Common App tutorials online.
The Common App and Apply Texas will not open until August 1, 2020 (this is a
month later from their usual start).

Be on the lookout for a “Getting Started” email from Mrs. Powell in late July to
help with your August first start.

See you in August and have a great summer, SENIORS!

SUMMER EVENTS

Our calendar of summer and early fall events is being finalized. Keep an eye on
your email: a special communication with these dates will be going out soon.

CORRECTION TO 2020-2021 PARENT-STUDENT HANDBOOK

You may not have had a chance to review next year’s handbook, which is now
posted on our website, but there is correction regarding the required uniform
shoes for 4th and 5th grade girls. Girls in 4th and 5th grades may wear either Mary
Jane or penny loafer style shoes.

2020-21 BOOK LISTS, SUPPLY LISTS, AND SUMMER READING

The 2020-21 lists for supplies, textbooks, and summer reading requirements are
all posted on the school website. They may be found on the "Forms &
Documents" tab at www.theatonementacademy.org.

--SUMMER READING: Here is a link for the Summer Reading List.

--TEXTBOOKS: Here is a link for the Lower School Textbook List, along with this
one for the Middle and Upper School.

--SUPPLIES: Here is a link that will take you to the Middle & Upper School list,
and this link will take you to the list for the Lower School. In addition, there is a
separate list here for the PreK-3 and PreK-4.

REPORT CARDS AND ACADEMIC AWARDS

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/Summer Reading 2020 final.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/22526/documents/2020/5/LS Booklist final.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/MSUS Booklist final.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/MSUS Booklist final.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/2020 2021 MSUS Supply List final.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/2020 2021 LS Supplies List final.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/22526/documents/2020/5/Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 School Supply List 2019-2020 final.pdf


The fourth quarter report cards will be electronically available on Thursday, June
18th. The academic awards will be announced in that week’s Crusader Times. 

SUMMER HOURS

Beginning Monday, June 8th and running through Tuesday, June 30th, the
Academy administration and office staff will be following "summer hours." During
this period, the front office will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The school
office will be closed during the month of July.

MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL COURSE SCHEDULES

Mrs. Powell is finalizing the 2020-2021 course schedules for 7th-12th graders,
and they will be sent via email Friday, June 5th.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIPS

ONE MORE DAY! The K of C Scholarship application deadline has been
extended to tomorrow, June 5th to give more time for applications to be
submitted. Please note that ALL current 8th grade Atonement Academy students
can apply for the Catholic High School Knights of Columbus Scholarship from the
Fr. Paul of Graymoor Council 16730. 

It's easy to apply! Eighth graders should:

--Create a cover sheet
--Fill out the application (for a copy, email apowell@atonementonline.com)
--Write an essay on this topic: The Value of a Catholic Education in the Time of
the COVID-19 Crisis
--Include the school’s transcript or report cards and most recent IOWA tests
--Obtain two teacher recommendations and one from another adult
--Add list of academic honors and/or recognition and service activities

Only complete applications will be considered. Send complete applications to
Mrs. Powell at apowell@atonementonline.com by 2:00 p.m. tomorrow, June 5th.

BOOK & UNIFORM EXCHANGE: JUNE 10th

This year, our traditional Atonement Uniform and Book Exchange will be held on
Wednesday, June 10th. To accommodate all families, we will be holding the event
7:00-9:00 a.m. and 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the piazza. Families are asked to bring their
own tables for the event. Masks should be worn by both buyers and sellers.

As a reminder, the Atonement Exchange (a Facebook private group) is open to
our current families and alumni for the buying and selling of books and uniforms
between Atonement families.

YEARBOOK UPDATE
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The yearbook company, Balfour, recently reopened
their production plant and our yearbook delivery date
is June 29th. Each Crusader family receives one
copy of the yearbook, and you will receive details
regarding distribution as soon as we receive the
annuals.

CHECK YOUR LOCKER!

Middle and Upper School Scholars: Did you leave items in your locker? Are you
unsure? Come and check! You must retrieve your items (books, supplies, etc.)
the week of June 8th through 12th from 8:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. (Building must
be empty by 2:00 p.m.). Unclaimed items will be placed in lost and found.

ACADEMIC OUTFITTERS UPDATE

In the interest of serving our Atonement families as safely and expeditiously as
possible, our uniform supplier is putting additional procedures in place. Their
guidelines are posted on our school website under "Documents and
Forms/Uniforms" (under the "Resources" tab).

SUMMER TRAINING AND CAMPS

Crusader families have been emailed our complete list of training and camps we
will offer this summer for your children. You will also find a pre-screening
questionnaire to be completed at home. Please note that you will not need to
bring the completed form to camp; the questionnaire is for your family to use as a
guide when determining whether or not your child should participate in our
camps.
 
We reiterate that as an athletic department affiliated with ISAL/TAPPS, we are
following their guidelines and have been discussing the best possible ways to
ensure a safe and healthy environment for our athletes to return to campus.

Our first summer training will begin on June 8th with strength and conditioning.
Please pay attention to the times and age groups for each camp. When you arrive
to camp you will be asked if you completed the pre-screening COVID-19
questionnaire for your family (if not, your children will not be allowed to attend the
camp); and each participant's temperature will be checked (anyone with a 100
degree fever will not be allowed to participate).
 
The coaching staff will also pre-screen themselves at home and have their
temperature checked when they report to campus. We will have hand sanitizer

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/22526/documents/2020/5/ACADEMIC OUTFITTERS MAY 2020.pdf


stations set-up throughout the gymnasium and the sports field for athletes and
coaching staff to use. The locker room will not be accessible to the athletes.
Athletes must arrive to camp in proper athletic attire. All camp sports equipment
will be disinfected after each use and after camp each day.
 
Please refer to your email for additional information about registration, payment,
and camp schedules. We used your current RenWeb/FACTSIS account
information, so if you did not receive an email with this information, please contact
the office. 

ADMISSIONS

Do you have friends or family members who desire to provide their children with
an excellent Catholic classical education? The Atonement Academy is open for
business! Mrs. Joiner, our Director of Admissions, is continuing to receive and
process student applications. She is ready to assist families looking to join our
community. Connect with her at yjoiner@atonementonline.com.

WE PRESENT OUR KINDERGARTEN GRADUATES

mailto:yjoiner@atonementonline.com


Row 1 (L-R): Michael John, Addy Perez, Paul Creech
Row 2 (L-R): Natalia De Anda, Kolby Markey, Sofia Essex, Edward Chude
Row 3 (L-R): Sebastian Rivera Garza, Laney Campbell, Eli Martinez, Franny Ku
Row 4 (L-R): Joe Wittorf, Lizzie LaBranch, Allison Simpson

WHAT CRUSADER TEACHERS ARE SAYING...

Mr. Mataya:
For their end-of-year assignments, I gave my students a lecture on Roman food
and the assignment of creating an ancient Roman recipe.

For 8th Grade Latin, students made epityrum, an ancient Roman olive dip. This
recipe is found in Cato’s De Agricultura and in Columella’s De Re Rustica.
According to Varro, it was normally eaten with cheese.

For Latin II, students made an egg dish called ova spongia ex lacte. It is found in
Apicius’s De Re Coquinaria. It is basically an ancient omelette. 

For Latin III, students made an ancient Roman honey cake. The recipe is adapted
from Apicius’s De Re Coquinaria.  

For Latin IV, students made an artichoke dish that is still popular among Italians
today, that is best known by its Italian name: Carciofi alla romana. It is originally
from Apicius’s De Re Coquinaria.
  
For extra credit 8th Grade and Latin III made moretum, a garlic, herb, and
cheese pesto that comes from a poem by the poet Vergil. In the poem, a peasant
creates this recipe and eats it with bread.



Mr. Chude:
At the beginning of the year I was a bit unsure how well both my middle scholars
and upper scholars would respond to the wide reading load in my Literature
classes. All of the books are classics, yet most are quite difficult to just pick up
and read--I was worried that I might hear a constant stream of complaints about
how "this book is too hard!"
 
As the year began and progressed, I was amazed by how many of the students
began really getting into the books. It was wonderful to see the group of 7th
graders who began translating and writing personal messages using dwarven
runes from The Hobbit.  I was shocked when a group of Freshmen expressed
their enjoyment after reading and analyzing a Greek tragedy. It was humbling for



me to see several Sophomores take serious time and effort to make and explain a
Medieval-style coat of arms for themselves. The common thread in these
examples is that I saw so many students experience the wonders of reading great
literature and sharing their discoveries with others. I'm really looking forward to
next year!

Mrs. Taylor:
One of the final assignments for the fifth graders yielded remarkable results. I had
the fifth graders illustrate a memory from the first, second, third, and fourth
quarters. The caption for the first quarter was a Pattern 1 sentence. The caption
for the second quarter was a Pattern 2 sentence. The caption for the third quarter
was a Pattern 3 sentence, and the caption for the fourth quarter was a Pattern 5
sentence.

I have attached Maya Thomson's project because her work is superior in quality,
correctness, and effort.

NATIONAL COACHING DISTINCTION EARNED

Athletic Director Dakotah Vidal reports that our school's
coaches have earned "Level 1" Honor Roll status.
Crusader Athletics staff members have been certified in
four areas:

--Fundamentals of Coaching
--Sudden Cardiac Arrest
--Concussions



--Preventing Students from Abuse

The Atonement Academy is now one of the few athletic
programs and schools in the United States to be Level 1
Certified through the NFHS. Congratulation to all
involved!

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: MR. SHAWN WHITE

We have a great faculty: knowledgeable, talented, and dedicated--both to our
Catholic faith as well as to the education of our Crusaders. Each issue of the



school newsletter spotlights a faculty member. We ask them a few questions and
here are their responses.

What do you currently teach? I
currently teach 8th grade science,
chemistry, conceptual physics, algebra
2 and geology. Additionally I do some
tutoring for AP chemistry.

What you most appreciate about
teaching at The Atonement Academy? I
really enjoy teaching. I’ve taught for 16
years in grades 6-12 and 1.5 years at
UTSA. What I like most about The
Atonement Academy are the
students! They are an awesome group
of students who are motivated to
success not just for the sake of
achieving success but for themselves
and their families. It is a good thing for
them and they understand that. 

What you look forward to in the 2020-
2021 school year? I look forward to
being back in the classroom next
year. This last quarter of distance learning is not ideal because it lacks much of
the personal interactions that are important to learning. Students learn by
watching as much as listening and reading. 

Tell us about yourself! Teaching is my calling and I look to Our Lord for
inspiration. His patience is my focus, and His teachings give us all a way to focus
on our Catholic Faith and participate in a community of learning like our Lord and
His disciples.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: GARRETT HOLDEN '15

I started at the Atonement Academy when I was in
first grade and graduated in 2015.

My favorite memory was playing football all four
years during high school and being a part of the
program when it was still young. From the two-a-
days in the Texas summer to the Friday night
games under the lights, it was something I’ll never
forget.

Another thing I appreciated was the work ethic the
school established. It made college feel like a
breeze (but maybe that was just because I chose

Business as my major, haha). All joking aside, my Atonement education really did
help me succeed in college.

I graduated from Texas State University in 2018, Magna Cum Laude, with a BBA



in Marketing and a concentration in Sales. I had a great experience there and
grew so much as a person. I wasn’t really sure what I wanted to do when I “grew
up,” so everyone jokes that is why I chose marketing. 

After graduation I actually ended up in financial services working as a financial
planner with Equitable Advisors. About two months ago, I left there to take a
position in the 401(k) Retirement Division at Charles Schwab, a Fortune 500
investment firm. I find it extremely rewarding being able to help people feel at
peace with their finances, because that can be a super stressful topic! 

I currently live in Austin, where I enjoy exploring the city and everything it has to
offer--from kayaking on the lake, taking the dogs to Zilker Park, trying out all the
local foodie spots, and going to some of the ridiculous amount of live music
events here! 

THIRD GRADERS SHARE FAVORITE MEMORIES

Mrs. Garza shared a few special reflections about the year made by her class.



MATAYA PRESENTS AT CLASSICAL CONFERENCE

Latin and Theology Teacher Nicholas Mataya
gave a talk at the ‘virtual’ Classical Association of
the Middle, West, and South Conference this past
week. The presentation, “Eugippius and the
Problem of His Rule: A New Approach,”
demonstrates that Eugippius, the abbot of a
monastery on the Bay of Naples in Italy, did not
write the monastic rule attributed to him. Mr.
Mataya explained,"I did this by comparing the
monastic rule with a hagiography (saint’s life) that
Eugippius wrote about St. Severinus of Noricum. I
contrasted the rule with the hagiography in four
ways: comparison of Latin, understanding of tears
and weeping, Scriptural references, and
differences in ascetic practice."

LIBRARY NEWS FROM MRS. WENDTLAND

Go to our Library page on the school website for more information about the
library's Summer Reading Program! Families can look for more activities and
badges weekly.

The Accelerated Reader testing period ends tomorrow, June 5th at 4:30 p.m.
Congratulations to those students who continue to read for the love of learning!
Finally, any textbooks and/or library books may be returned to the St John Paul II
Library June 1st through the 5th during the hours of 9:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m. Drop
boxes will be located outside of the library doors. Once the entire school inventory
has been completed, you will receive an email reflecting the status of your child's
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library account. You will receive this email no later than July 1st. Only lost books
will incur replacement costs which will be billed to the family account on July
15th. Families are welcome to bring in a copy of the title as a replacement book in
"new or like new" condition in lieu of paying the lost book fee.
Please be sure to email any questions you may have to our librarian, Mrs.
Wendtland, at dwendtland@atonementonline.com.
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Website About Us Academics Admissions Resources

15415 Red Robin Road
San Antonio, TX 78255

Contact Us
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