ST.ALPHONSUS AND
ST.PATRICK PARISH

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church
605 State St., Lemont

St. Patrick Catholic Church
200 E. Illinois St., Lemont

Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
St. Alphonsus Church

Sunday 7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
St. Alphonsus Church
Sunday 9:00 a.m.

St. Patrick Church

Daily Mass
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m.,
alternating monthly between worship sites

Parish Office
210 E. Logan St., Lemont, IL 60439
Business Hours
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Parish Office 630-257-2414
Fax 630-257-2476
Website: www.stals-stpatsparish.org
E-mail: stals-lemont@comcast.net

Religious Education
Located at St. Patrick Ministry Building
205 Cass St., Lemont
Phone: 630-754-7277 Fax: 630-754-7278
re@st-als.org

St. Alphonsus - St. Patrick School
20 W 145 Davey Rd., Lemont
630-783-2220
Fax 630-783-2230
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Parish Staff
Pastor
Fr. Brian Ardagh
Associate Pastor
Fr. Kisaka Nyache
Resident
Fr. Bob Rohrich
Weekend Celebrants
Fr. Lawrence Gorski
Fr. Tom Hoffman
Pastor Emeritus
Fr. Richard Shannon
Diaconal Ministry
Deacon Tim Callahan
Deacon Bill Lubben
Deacon Terry McGuire
Deacon Mike O’Neill
Deacon Larry Oskielunas
Deacon Dan Rittenhouse
Deacon Joe Winblad

Director of Faith Formation
Michael Lundberg
Asst. to Dir. of Faith Form.
Colleen Kinnunen
School Principal
Michelle Bessler
Operations Director
Denise Duda
Office Coordinators
Jordan Studzinski
Judy Techman
Accountant
Cathy Morris
Music Director
Joe Martorano
Building & Grounds
Don Betley
Chuck Morris
Evangelization Coordinator
Coleen Mast
Pastoral Associate
ocCIA
Eileen Bruno
SPRED
John Felonk
(ages 17-21 group)
Carol Levas
(ages 22+ group)

Parish Council
Eileen Bruno Bill Doherty
Denise Duda Mark Ligda

John McCarthy Cathie Munoz

Mike O’Neill

Welceme!

We sincerely welcome you to St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish!
St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick is a Catholic faith community located in historic
Lemont, lllinois. Our parish has been blessed with two beautiful worship sites that
have been established for over 180 years.

Our Sarish Mission Statement :
As a united family of faith, St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish welcomes
all to communion with Jesus Christ as we answer His call to love and care
for one another. We share the Good News by our words and actions.

St. Alphonsus Church
605 State St., Lemont, IL

St. Patrick Church

Sacramental Life:
Reconciliation/Confessions
Saturdays 3:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

at St. Alphonsus Church

Baptism
Baptisms are usually celebrated on the
second and third Sundays of the month.
Please call the
Parish Office to schedule.
(Baptism Preparation Seminar is
offered virtually.)

Marriage
Prospective bride and groom must be active
registered parishioners for at least 6 months
before a wedding date may be scheduled.

200 E. Illinois St., Lemont, IL
1 2 | X' ! }: ‘_1".‘

Sick and Homebound -
Ministers of Care
Contact the Parish Office for
information.

Parish Registration
Anyone over the age of 18 should
register as an adult member of our

parish community.
You may register online at
www.stals-stpatsparish.org.
or call the Parish Office for

more information.

Contact Us- Parish Office 630-257-2414
www.stals-stpatsparish.org E-mail:stals-lemont@comcast.net

Follow St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish on Social Media
We’re on Facebook and YouTube

| www.facebook.com/St-Alphonsus-St-Patrick-Parish-108123975895913

°VnuTuhe|

St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Lemont
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& From Fr. Brian's Desk... N ﬁ”

The Fourth Sunday of Advent serves as a reminder that the countdown to
Christmas is drawing to a close. The lighting of the fourth candle, often called
the “Angel’s Candle”, symbolizes peace and love. As we anticipate the birth of
Christ in a few days, we are called to embrace a sense of peace and love. Let us
pray that we may promote a spirit of peace and love in our daily lives.

{P‘-‘*wga Below is our 2025 Christmas Mass Schedule. We will celebrate the Nativity
CHRISTMAS of the Lord in the afternoon and evening on December 24" and in the morning of
MASS TIM ES December 25t at both of our church locations.

T —————————

Wednesday, December 24
12:00 p.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church

2:00 p.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church
3:30 p.m. Mass at St. Alphonsus Church
10:30 p.m. Mass at St. Alphonsus Church

Thursday, December 25"
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church
10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Alphonsus Church

RRY, On behalf of the entire St. Alphonsus and St. Patrick Parish Staff, we extend
M #l our heartfelt wishes for a blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year! This beautiful
prayer from St. John XXIIl encapsulates the significance of the Birth of Christ for us:

O sweet Child of Bethlehem,
grant that we may share with all our hearts
in this profound mystery of Christmas.

Put into the hearts of men and women this peace
for which they sometimes seek so desperately
and which you alone can give to them.

Help them to know one another better,
and to live as brothers and sisters,
children of the same Father.
Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness, and purity.

Awaken in their hearts
love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.
Join them all together in your love.
And give us your heavenly peace. Amen.

ﬁ%ma &) 4 R >AG H—
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SCHOOL NEWS. |
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from Principal Bessler
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ESA Hosts a Joy-Fi I v

Last Friday, December 5th, our school community gathered for a heartwarming
evening at our annual Christmas Cozy, hosted by our wonderful Family School
Association (FSA). The event was filled with festive joy as families enjoyed hot cocoa,
delicious snacks, and lively Christmas music played by the DJ. A special highlight of
the night was a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus, who brought big smiles and Christmas
cheer to children and adults alike. Their presence made the evening truly magical!
We extend a sincere thank-you to all our families who came out to celebrate the
season together, and to our FSA for planning and organizing such a memorable event.
Your dedication and love for our school shine through in everything you do.
A very special shout-out goes to our photographer elf, Brooke Piszczor, for capturing
the joy of the night and for her hard work behind the scenes. As we continue our
journey through Advent, may the spirit of warmth, community, and hope stay with us
all. Merry Christmas!
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Mike Lundberg 630-754-7277 mlundberg@archchicago.org or Colleen Kinnunen at re(@st-als.org
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Morning Daily Mass
Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m.

Daily mass will be
celebrated at St. Alphonsus Church for
the month of December.

Please join us for prayer,
reflection, and the Eucharist.

The Parish Office will be closed on
December 24, 25, and 26. The Office will
reopen on Monday, December 29
at 8:00 a.m..

t

. St. Mary s
Christmas -
Festival of

. lig"f'

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men. Lnkc 2:14
-

%
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DEC. 19, 20, 21 & 27,2025 4:30-8:30pm

COME ENJOY LIGHTS ADORNING OUR ROSARY VALLEY AND

GROTTO, NATIVITY DISPLAY, CHRISTMAS MUSIC,

DONATIONS WELCOME, NO PETS ALLOWED, WARM
BEVERAGES WILL BE AVAILABLE F()R PURCHASE

Brought to you by our F riends of St. Mary's, St. Mary’s Retreat House, and
Slovenian Catholic Mission
14230 Main St., Lemont, IL 60439
708-218-8560

For More Info:

A If you are unable to attend Mass, you can donate online at
N www.stals-stpatsparish.org, scan the QR code, drop off or

;E“ mail your donation to the Parish Office.

You may also sign up for EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer).
Please call the Parish Office for more information.

Weekly (ffering
Numbers not posted due to early

bulletin deadline
December 13th and December 14th

Sunday Collection $
Give Central $
Total Collections $

Weekly Attendance Count

December 13th and December 14th
4:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Christmas Mass Schedule 2025
Christmas Eve Masses
Wednesday, December 24th
12:00 p.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church
2:00 p.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church
3:30 p.m. Mass at St. Alphonsus Church
10:30 p.m. Mass at St. Alphonsus Church

Christmas Day Masses
Thursday, December 25th

8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church
10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Alphonsus Church
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Panish Life

7:30am Daily
Mass at
St. Alphonsus

7:30 am Daily
Mass at
St. Alphonsus

8:00 am Adoration
at St. Alphonsus
Chapel until 2pm

2:00pm Mass at
St. Patrick

3:30pm Mass at
St. Alphonsus

10:30pm Mass at
St. Alphonsus

Christmas Eve
Parish Office
Closed

10:00am Mass at
St. Alphonsus

Christmas Day
Parish Office
Closed

7:30am Daily
Mass at
St. Alphonsus

Parish Office
Closed

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

12/22/2025 12/23/2025 12/24/2025 12/25/2025 12/26/2025 12/27/2025 12/28/2025

6:55am Rosary 6:55am Rosary |12:00pm Mass at |8:00am Mass at St. |6:55 am Rosary |3:00pm 7:00am Rosary

before Daily Mass |before Daily Mass |St. Patrick Patrick before Daily Mass [Confession before weekend
St. Alphonsus mass.

4:00pm Mass at
St. Alphonsus

7:30 am Mass at
St. Alphonsus

9:00am Mass at
St. Patrick

11:00am
Mass at
St. Alphonsus

!

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS

«\?-\

A special thank you to all who contributed to our Christmas
Flower Fund. Your generous donations help make our parish
churches, St. Alphonsus and St. Patrick, beautiful places to
worship this Christmas season. For those who made
donations in memory of loved ones, know that your intentions
will be remembered at all our Christmas masses. Your
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Our Christmas celebrations coincide with the beginning of winter. There is less light at this time of
year and more cold than we might want. The contrast is striking for people of faith. We remember
God’s only begotten Son born of the Virgin Mary. He comes into a dark and cold world as its light and
its warmth.

In chapter four of Matthew’s gospel at the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus, the evangelist
cites words of the prophet Isaiah:

... the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region
and shadow of death
light has dawned. (Mt 4:16)

Events of this past year could suggest that all we have is indeed a cold and dark world. That seems to
be the message of the wars fought around the world, of the tragic school shootings and political

assassinations in our nation, and of our frayed connections with each other.

Again, for us as people of faith, the contrast is stark. We are realistic, and we know well the challenges
of our world in this tense moment of the world’s history. We also know, however, a larger narrative of
God’s love incarnate in Jesus Christ, the light that breaks the power of sin and death. Saint John wrote
of him: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”” (John 1:5) This light

enlightens us and warms us. Whatever struggles we face, we are assured because he walks with us.
As you gather with family and friends and fellow parishioners, I urge you to reassure each other with
our convictions of faith. Take responsibility in the world to be a sign of hope and a source of

encouragement for others. In this way, you will bring Christ the light to those who need him.

Join me and pray for our world, our nation, and our local communities that we can all walk in the light.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago
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Color Your Own Nativity Sceng!
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www.CuteColoringPagesForKids.com
The Nativity of the Lord

Our hearts are aglow with the joy of Christmas! Our senses are alive with the season,
from the rich smells of evergreen and gingerbread to the feel of crisp air on our skin
and the warmth of a loved one’s embrace. At some point in the holiday hustle and
bustle, take a few moments of quiet. In the silence, reflect on the other senses of the
season. Imagine the cool damp of an animal stable, the earthy smell of hay and feed,
and the crisp night air blowing in softly. Imagine kneeling beside an exhausted, joyful
mother and a relieved, protective father. Imagine an infant wrapped in cloth scraps held
out to your open arms. Imagine holding the infant Jesus. As his eyes meet yours,
welcome into your heart the greatest gift of Christmas.

The best way for a parish to celebrate Christmas is to rush physically to the side of those in the community who, like
Mary, are uncertain and afraid about their pregnancy. We are to accompany them through their pregnancy with support
and encouragement, and help them experience the fact that every birth reflects the Joy of the Birth of Christ.

PREGNANT NEED HELP?
+
CALL WATERLEAF@630-70 1-6270 ? LEwiomn Eﬂllﬁ S"‘TIEE
PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER, JOLIET (815)744-7755 7
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO *ﬁ' MARRIAGE PREPARATION
The Vicar for Deacons FACILITATOR TRAINING

Have you ever consi dered the Ca” to Join us for PreCana Marriage Preparation Facilitator Training/Refresher.

All current PreCana facilitators and any married couples feeling called to

be a D eacon Of the Cath O| IC Ch urc h7 marriage ministry and interested in facilitating PreCana sessions to inspire
engaged couples in the vocation and mission of marriage are invited to this
upcoming training.

Saturday, February 7,2026 | 9 a.m. -1 p.m.

Cardinal Meyer Center
3525 South Lake Park Avenue, Chicago, IL 60653

Joinusat 7 p.m.on
January 19, 2026 at:
Office of the Diaconate
816 Marengo

Forest Park, IL 60130

This training is FREE. Coffee and light refreshments will be available
in the morning, and lunch will be provided.

Please bring your laptops and facilitator workbooks
(workbooks will be provided for new facilitators).

We will provide an overview
of the Deacon Formation
Program, the application
process and information on the ministry of

a deacon. Men, single or married, are invited

to attend. Wives are strongly encouraged to
accompany their husbands. For more information
and to register for this session, contact the Office
of the Diaconate at 708.366.8900.

To register, please click here or by scanning the QR Code.
For more mformmon piease contact Jacquelme Veasey

“Whom shall I send? Who will go for us? ‘Here|l
am, send me!’” —-Isaiah 6:8

Everyday Stewardship

The name Emmanuel means, “God is with us.” This is a title we use for Jesus frequently during the Advent and Christmas
season, but its impact should stay with us throughout the year. The Incarnation, God becoming human in the person of Jesus
Christ, broke into our world in a profound manner that means that God is not only with us, God is us. The relationship offered
to you and I by God is now more intimate and meaningful because of the birth of Jesus Christ.

God is truly with us and our goal is to be truly present to him at all times. To be prayerful is an important characteristic of an
Everyday Steward. It means more than reciting prayers and setting aside ten minutes a day. Our goal is to experience the pres-
ence of God throughout the day in the ordinary and extraordinary moments of living. Offering all the actions and moments of
the day to God as we awake, and then examining our day before we go to sleep at night, help lead us closer toward that goal.

When we begin to sense God’s presence at all times, and we realize that being with God does not mean one of us has to be
talking all the time, then we can truly attest to our reality in a quiet voice at any time, “Emmanuel, God is with us.”

“TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON
AND A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVE

“A Time to be Born through Baptism”

“A Time to Love in Holy Matrimony”
Congratulations to Emily Molnar and Simon Grashoff

“A Time to Die” - Joan Forzley
Nancy Webster

To all the military and innocent civilians who have died in war.
Please keep all these listed, and their families, in your prayers.
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WHase Tutentions

4:00pm

7:30am

9:00am

11:00am

7:30am

7:30am

7:30am

Saturday, December 20
Mary & Bernard Kucharski-Family
Jim & Dan Herzing-Charlene Herzing
Rose Belline-Piekosz Family
Rose & Henry Domanski-Diane
Marion Krzyskowski-St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish

Sunday, December 21
Gene Bozych-Paul Malak
Bev Malak-Family
Gary Przybocki-Cathy Jasso
Thelma Rittenhouse-Gisela & Dan Rittenhouse

Parishioners of St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish
Dale Hennebry-Family

Christopher Mather-Al Mather

Roger Beck & Michelle Fortier-Loving Family

Jack Olson-Family

Trudy Hunter & MaryRita Dooley-Syneta Olson
Tom Begeske-Family

Donna Czaja-Family

Monday, December 22
Bev Malak-Linda Malak
Raymond Caprio-The Jurgovan Family

Tuesday, December 23
Jim Schafer, Sr.-The Dowiarz Family
Geri & Lloyd Kowalski-Paul Malak

Wednesday, December 24
Parishioners of St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish

7:30am

7:30am

4:00pm

7:30am

9:00am

11:00am

Thursday, December 25
Parishioners of St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish

Friday, December 26
Mary & Bernard Kucharski-Family
Zina Vucko-Family

Saturday, December 27
Roger Beck-Family
Michelle Fortier-Family
Bob Michalek-Family
Stephe Nevell-Wife

Sunday, December 28
Parishioners of St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick Parish
Sue Hren-Paul Malak
Bev Malak-Journey of Hope Group
Sue Santarelli-Malak Family

George Mulligan-Barb & Brian Osborne

Joseph Rickert-Alice Jaje

Roger Beck & Michelle Fortier-Your Loving Family
Ida & Stan Olszowka-Davey Family

Donna Czaja-Family

Kathy Lambrakis-Gisela & Dan Rittenhouse
Mary L. & John Stanton-Family

Kathleen Mannix-Donna Rice

“Let us Pray for Healing” — Names will remain on the prayer list for two months.
Please contact the office if you need to change, add, or extend a prayer request.

Brayden Edward Rita Kaufman Pete Malewski
Jack Counter Dan Malak Zepplyn Kilmer
Carol Zagorski Brynn Plachy Kay Quinn

Paula Byrnes Dee Sullivan Zach Ochromowicz
Ed Schafer Pat Bracken Stanislaw Kopera
Greg Hoger Dcn. Joe Winblad Mark Malewski
Lee Villagomez Fr. Lou Zake James Browne

Fr. Blasco Fonseca The Singer Family Ron Esposito, Jr.
Bob Kaufman Randy Merzdorf Diann Rinke

“Let us Pray for all who Serve our Country”

Scott Bosco, USA, Kuwait

Joshua Plucinski, US Air Force, Germany
Eric Tucker, USA, Afghanistan

ATAR Bradley Komes

Capt. Daniel J Falvey

SSgt. John Kenney

Capt. Brittany Neubeck

Nicolas McCormick, US Navy, Rota, Spain
Christopher Durkovic, USA, Korea

Jacob Christine, US Navy, UAE

Mark Williams, 1T

Zachary F. Eriksen

Susan Scafide Susan O’Donnell

Beverly Parzych Karen Sherman
Susan Domino Borkowicz Babies
J. Griffin Ronald Dombrowski
Carmine Letizia Kelly O’Brien
Jason Ullrich Dawn Nowak
Kevin Healy Ann Bellair
Judy
Karen Forzley
Dominick Filipek,

PFC Nick Kelliher US Air Force
Warren Miller Jameson Poritt,
Chad Peters US Marine Corps.
Ryan Rudman

Col. Tim Jaeger, Ft. Hood, Texas

Benjamin Pawlak, United States Air Force
Andrew J. Bosko, Jr., Great Lakes Naval

Base, IL

Maj. Leslie Rafferty
Patrick Schubert

LPL

St. Alphonsus and St. Patrick Parish Bulletin is a weekly publication of St. Alphonsus and St. Patrick Catholic Community of Lemont, Illinois. All rights reserved. Printing by




Markiewicz

Markiewicz

Funeral Home
108 Illinois Street

Lemont, Illinois

630-257-6363
www.markiewiczfh.com

Everything And All Garage Doors|

6307397170

The Most Trusted Name In
Garage Doors For Over 40 Years!

COMPREHENSIVE, QUALITY
FOOT CARE

Diana Emini, DPM

630.863.7517

M

Podiatric Physicians & Surgeons

14236 McCarthy Rd., Lemont
www.dmfootandankle.com

JOSH
JASIEN

REALTOR®
Parishioner

Michelle Kim, DPM pzo

(Derby Plaza)

Ed the Plumber

Ed the Carpenter

630.663.1444
Best Work + Best Rafes
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

VIVERITO
TREE EXPERTS INC.
Complete Tree Care
James M. Viverito, President

ISA Certified Arborist IL-9112A « Lemont, IL
630-312-9321
jmvitola@gmail.com
www.viveritotreeexpertsinc.com

No Job Too Large or Small

JOHN YERKES & SONS, INC.
PLUMBING & SEWERAGE

CONTRACTORS
LIC. #10238

773.776.1300

773.677.7443
JasienSells@kw.com
JoshJasien.com

CARPET CLEANING
CARPET & FURNITURE
CLEANING SPECIALISTS

Family Operated

VEXPERIENCE
257-2719 :

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

1 DR. JOHN MASTRUD, D.D.S.

‘ * General & Cosmetic Dentistry » Implants
Parishioner
15947 W, 127th St., Suite II, Lemont 630-257-2133

.- P
Licensed +Bonded *Insured

630-286-1441

Residential & Commercial
LEMONT, IL | PL#058-196821

Rossi
Plumbing

Ameriprise %
Frnawe il

&
Financial Advisor/Parishioner 1C2?(!IV?30D243L3479\L -
illage Drive, Lemont,
708.719.6658 e e
kristin.nendza@ampf.com W i i
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/kristin.nendza e P e T e G

AGL

Independent Living Dlingh,
Assisted Living & snstruction &
Memory Care ‘z%'moabﬁng ne.
Skilled Nursing ke g

Long-term Care Office 708-949-8409 - Cell 708-261-7281
ringbauerconstruction.com

Therapy Services jim@ringbauer.comcastbiz.net

THE PERFECT V!
YOUR NEX'

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post #5819
Hall Rentals Banquets Available
Includes covered patio and full bar
Please call for pricing and availability

630-257-9859

15780 New Ave « Lemont, lllinois 60439

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

LEAH STARKEY
( photography

Where your story becomes a keepsake for

oo StateFarm*

SMART BUSINESS STARTS WITH
WISE FINANCIAL DECISIONS

W owr

Accounting & Tax

Your trusted, personalized partner in
bookkeeping, payroll and tax services.

www.CopperOwlus
1844 635 0307

KEEFEHVAC

Family Owned snd Operated

Phil Mormann, Agent

1192 Walter St, Suite B - Lemont, IL 60439-2905
630 257 5414 - www.philmormann.com

generations. Photographing moments that
are nostalgic, timeless, and bespoke.

WEDDINGS + FAMILY

708-546-0385
Free Estimates
www.keefehvac.com

708-262-9641
www.lTlwineandmartini.com
111 Stephen St.

leahstarkey.com - (+1) 815 8618128

Beautiful, Downtown Lemont

Right Size
Without Compromise... |

Luxury Ranch and 2-Story
Townhomes in Lemont, IL

BEECHEN&DILL

Building, Inspired By You,

312-804-1312
www.BUILDwithBD.com

New Community Located
Off 127th Street And Kayla Drive

Good Neighbor Agent since 1986

T —

CERTIFIED AGENCY IN
CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE'

CALL ME TODAY AT
(630) 257-9300

Anthony Chiarito & Associates, Inc.
Anthony Chiarito, Agent

1011 State St Ste 100

Lemont, IL 60439
achiarit@amfam.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS PLUMBING
& SEWER

Ask for a Parishioner Discount

EMERGENCY SERVICE

630.991.3641

Lic# 055-044826

www.demmisplumbing.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Alphonsus & St. Patrick, Lemont, IL A 4C 01-4070



