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BRIDGEWATER — On Dec. 8, 1974, 
then Pope John Paul II began his writ-
ing on the theology of the body with 
these words: “Mary, you are all beauti-
ful.” The same can be said of two stat-
ues restored to their original splendor. 
It was six years in the making, but the 
refurbishing of two statues of Mary 
outside Holy Trinity Church has been 
completed. The parish’s Altar Rosary 
Society commissioned the refurbishing 
of the two statues.

At the heart of the project, spear-
headed by Claire Russell and Sandy 
Kuklo, was a three-foot cement statue 
of the Blessed Mother, tucked inside 
a grotto, it had been added to Holy      
Trinity’s grounds to encourage devotion 
to Mary. 
        “The Blessed Mary statue’s beautiful 
colors had faded, and there were chips 
and chunks of cement missing,” said 
Kuklo.

Continued on page 7

‘Mary, you are 
all beautiful’

Hans Kraenzlein, a nationally renowned artist, stands in 
front of the  grotto containing one of the two statues of 
the Blessed Mother which he refurbished.

 — Claire Russell photo
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Addressing these issues was no easy 
feat, as Kuklo and Russell learned. Re-
placing the statue was an option, but the 
logistics were a challenge. A crane was 
required to remove the heavy statue, 
which was costly and complicated. In 
addition, new outdoor cement statues 
are generally white and unpainted, 
a style that is quite different from the 
painted statue the members of Holy 
Trinity Parish loved. 

Most importantly, says Russell, 
“Our pastor, Father John Pringle, loves 
the Blessed Mother statue. He was very 
reluctant to see it go and potentially 
discarded.”

The other alternative — restoration 
— had its own challenges. As Kuklo 
and Russell discovered, restoring and 
repainting cement statues is a “dying 

anyone with the experience and know-
how to undertake the renovation.

Giving up on restoring the statue 

was not an option, said the Rosarians. 
So for six years, the Altar Rosary Soci-
ety pursued the project, prayed about it, 
and focused on raising the funds to re-
place or renovate the statue. The group 
raised money with bake sales, gift bas-

found a solution when they learned 
about Hans Kraenzlein, an 80-year-old 
furniture maker and nationally rec-
ognized artist based in Fairview, N.J. 
Kraenzlein has been commissioned to 

the hand-carved chair used by the St. 
John Paul II in a Mass he celebrated 
when he visited Giants Stadium in 
1995. He created the Tree of Life 

Bronx, N.Y., too.
With help from the Diocese of 

Metuchen, Kuklo and Russell worked 
out a contract with Kraenzlein to restore 
their parish’s two statues.

In June, Kraenzlein began work 

ing cement and using numerous paint 
brushes of varying shapes and sizes to 
give the Blessed Mother highlighting 
and realistic features.

In three days, Kraenzlein com-
pleted refurbishing the main statue and 
restored a small Blessed Mother statue 
near the rectory.

Russell said, “We couldn’t be more 
pleased with Hans’ work. Her [the 
Blessed Mother’s] eyes are so lifelike.”

Kuklo noted that the completion of 
the renovation was bittersweet.

“Hans has 40 years of experience 
doing this kind of work,” she said. “He 
told us that he has no one trained to 
carry on his work. The next time the 
statue needs renovation, it will be even 

For now, however, members of 
Holy Trinity Parish are enjoying visit-
ing their Blessed Mother in the grotto.

Nationally recognized artist adds fi nishing touches to renovated statue

The renovated statue of Mary is shown 
in the grotto at Holy Trinity Parish, 
Bridgewater. Hans Kraenzlein, an 
80-year-old furniture maker and nation-
ally recognized artist completed the 
work on this statue and restored a small 
Blessed Mother statue near the rectory.

 — Sandy Kuklo photo

Several years ago when St. Augustine of Canterbury Parish, Kendall Park, dedi-
cated the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, pictured above, they used the oppor-
tunity to make it a place of healing. Through the parish bulletins, Father Robert 
G. Lynam, pastor, invited individuals who had been touched by an abortion 
to write an anonymous letter which would be placed in the statue’s pedestal.  
Father Lynam told parishioners the anonymous letters could be written to God 
or to the baby and since they would not be read, people could freely express 
their feelings. Many letters were received and placed in the pedestal before the 
Fatima statue on top of it was blessed. This year, in honor of the 100th Anniver-
sary of the apparitions at Fatima and of the two new saints, St. Jacinta and St. 
Francisco, the children of Fatima, the parish decided to upgrade the pedestal. 
Father Lynam said this time anyone in the diocese who has been aff ected by an 
abortion and would like to have an anonymous letter placed in the new pedes-
tal is welcome to send it to the parish. “We intend to put the original and new 
letters in the pedestal,” Father Lynam said. “Whenever the faithful come to visit 
and pray at our Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, the letter writers will be lifted up 
in prayer.” He added, “The tabernacle containing the Most Blessed Sacrament 
in the sanctuary of the church is directly behind the statue of Our Lady so the 
prayers of people are brought before His merciful heart.” Anonymous letters will 
be accepted until Aug. 30. They can be sent to: Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, St. 
Augustine of Canterbury Parish, 45 Henderson Rd., Kendall Park, NJ 08824. 

 — photo courtesy of St. Augustine of Canterbury Parish

Place of Healing


