
February 19, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As  you  know,  it  has  been  a  little  over  a  year  since  our  diocese,  along  with  the  other  four
dioceses  in  New Jersey,  simultaneously  made  public  the  names  of  those  clergy  who  were  credibly
accused  of  sexual  abuse  of  a  minor  in  the  history  of  our  dioceses.  Over  the  past  year,  our  local
Church, in particular, has had to face our past, confront our failures and reconcile with the hurt, the
pain and the betrayal of trust that was sadly allowed to fester in our Church and remain hidden in the
darkness for far too many years. As your bishop, I am deeply sorry for the failures of our past. While
the survivors of abuse have suffered the most and in so many ways, I also know that this has not been
an easy time for any of us as Catholics. I recognize that we cannot change the past, but we can and
will continue to seek healing, truth and hope for the survivors of abuse and for our Church, so that we
can live in the light of truth.

The  times  through  which  we  are  living  in  our  Church  and  in  our  world  are  like  no  other.
However, like the Christians who have gone before us who faced scandals, struggles and failures in
their own time, we should not ignore these problems, deny them or minimize them. We are called to
be “salt and light.” Our call is to be agents of change for the greater honor and glory of God.  

By God’s grace and in His providence, our Year of Spiritual Awakening of Faith that lead up to
our Consecration of our Diocese to Jesus through Mary, under her title of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
came  at  an  opportune  time  for  our  local  Church  of  Metuchen.  Our  deepest  need  is  a  spiritual
reordering of all of our efforts at the service of a radical call to respond and promote the Gospel in all
its fullness. Our Lady’s intercession is a tremendous strength for me personally and, no doubt, all of
our people. Throughout the sadness and trials of the past year, I have been regularly reminded of Our
Lady’s  appearance  to  St.  Juan  Diego  on  Tepeyac  Hill,  when  she  said,  “Do  not  fear  any  illness  or
vexation, anxiety or pain. Am I not here who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and
protection?” 

For  nearly  20  years,  our  diocese  has  worked  to  prevent  these  failings  from  ever  happening
again.  In  2018,  I  directed  that  all  our  diocesan  files  be  reviewed  by  an  independent  law  firm.
Gratefully,  no new cases  of  abuse were found.  This  is  the second time that  a  full  review has taken
place. All allegations, most of which were reported to have happened between the 1960s and 1980s,
were found to have been already disclosed to  both our  county prosecutors  and the office  of  the NJ
Attorney  General.  We  continue  to  work  and  cooperate  with  county  prosecutors  and  local  law
enforcement, reporting every accusation of past abuse immediately – no matter how old – as soon as
it is brought to our attention, so that no abuse can remain hidden in the darkness.

The Diocese of Metuchen remains in full compliance with the Dallas Charter – the Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People signed by the U.S. Bishops in 2002 – according to the
most recent on-site audit conducted in 2018. Our diocese requires background checks for all clergy,
employees  and  volunteers,  and  also  safe  environment  training  for  all  who  work  or  volunteer  with
children;  strongly enforces  a  zero-tolerance policy;  and relies  on a  review board,  which consists  of
nine members: three medical professionals,  two members of the clergy, one former prosecutor, two
former judges and one survivor of clerical sexual abuse.



In  our  diocese,  we  have  a  team  of  professionals,  among  them  is  former  county  prosecutor
Anthony P.  Kearns III,  Esq.,  whom we hired as  our  chancellor  to  oversee our  handling of  cases  of
abuse and our diocesan archives, amongst many other matters in the life of our local Church. I want
to reiterate that I encourage anyone who has been harmed in any way, by any clergy in the Church, to
notify law enforcement by calling 1-877 NJ ABUSE and to also reach out to our Director of Child
and Youth Protection at (908) 930-4558.

Our Church leadership failed in the past – in protecting children, in bringing these acts of abuse
to light, and for some clergy, in keeping their promises of celibate chastity and obedience to Christ
and  His  Church  –  but  we  must  strive  to  not  ever  grow  complacent  and  to  continually  respond  to
God’s  light  and  truth.  May  these  failures  never  be  repeated.  These  past  failings  do  not  define  our
Church  and  I  am  confident  that  God  is  calling  each  of  us  to  renewal,  both  individually  and
communally as a Church.

We  do  not  know what  the  days  ahead  may  hold,  but  we  cannot  fear  them.  So,  we  must  step
forward in faith,  knowing that  through our every distress and affliction,  God is  with us – He never
abandons us. I am reassured and blessed that I do not walk this journey alone, but we walk together,
working  for  a  brighter  tomorrow filled  with  healing  and justice,  so  we may live  in  the  light  of  the
Gospel and continue Christ’s mission here in our local Church. Our Lord has chosen to depend upon
us, His faithful disciples of the Church of Metuchen, to proclaim His mercy, love, truth and justice in
these days.  

So, I ask you to pray for all survivors of abuse and, in your kindness, please pray for me too.
Know of my continued love and prayers for you.

With renewed best wishes, I remain

Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA
Bishop of Metuchen

Enc.


