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Fifth Sunday of Lent — March 29 2020 

“Jesus told her, ‘I am the Resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live for-

ever.’”  Father Walter Ciszek, SJ, spent twenty-three years in Soviet Communist prisons and labor camps. 

Eventually, he was released and returned home to America. His book, He Leadeth Me, speaks of his im-

prisonment and his sufferings, but his main emphasis is upon the ordinary Russian people. Despite dec-

ades of religious persecution and the push of militant atheism in their country, they retained their deep 

faith in the eternal life of heaven. This sustained them in their great trials; the faith, burning brightly in their hearts, gave 

them the strength to continue because they were utterly convinced that something beautiful awaited them in heaven. 

The sufferings of earth would one day give way to glory. Do we have this same hope of one day reigning in heaven? Does 

it give meaning and purpose to the sufferings of earth, especially death? In the words of GK Chesterton, “If seeds in the 

black earth can turn into such beautiful roses, what might the heart of man become in its long journey to the stars?”  

Familiaris Consortio (cont.)                    

21. Family communion can only be preserved and perfected through a great spirit of sacrifice. It requires, in fact, a ready 

and generous openness of each and all to understanding, to forbearance, to pardon, to reconciliation. There is no family 

that does not know how selfishness, discord, tension, and conflict violently attack and at times mortally wound its own 

communion; hence there arise the many and varied forms of division in family life. But, at the same time, every family is 

called by the God of peace to have the joyous and renewing experience of reconciliation, that is, communion reestab-

lished, unity restored. In particular, participation in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and in the Banquet of the one Body 

of Christ offers to the Christian family the grace and the responsibility of overcoming every division and of moving to-

wards the fullness of communion willed by God, responding in this way to the ardent desire of the Lord: “That they may 

be one.”  

The ABC’s of our Catholic Faith:                 

Ember Days: In the Latin (Western) Church, there is an ancient liturgical tradition that evolves 

around the changing of the four seasons and consists of three days set apart for fasting and 

prayer. These Ember Days consist of Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday at the beginning of each 

season (Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter). On the liturgical calendar, they are as follows: Spring 

(the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday after Ash Wednesday); Summer (the Wednesday, Friday, 

and Saturday after Pentecost); Fall (the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday after the Feast of the Holy Cross, September 

14th); and Winter (the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday after the Feast of Saint Lucy, December 13th). Ember Days were 

established to thank God for the gifts of nature; to teach men to make use of them in moderation; and to assist the 

needy. Historically, ancient cultures were bound to the land and adherents of pagan religions would invoke their gods for 

protection over their crops. This was the case in pagan Rome and thus when the early Christians began converting the 

pagan Romans, they decided to sanctify these agricultural rituals to turn their hearts to the one true God. Fasting four 

times a year was also a tradition adopted from the Old Testament. As we read from the Prophet Zechariah, “Thus says 

the Lord of hosts, ‘The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the 

tenth, shall be to the house of Judah seasons of joy and gladness and cheerful feasts; therefore love truth and 

peace’” (Zechariah, 8:19). Ordinations to the priesthood and transitional diaconate were typically celebrated during Em-

ber Days and the faithful were urged to offer their fasting and prayers for those to be ordained. Ember Days are a beauti-

ful celebration of God’s providential care over nature. In an age when we are trying to get back in touch with the natural 

world, it may be worthwhile to revisit this ancient custom and freely celebrate it in gratitude to the Creator of all.  



MASS & ADORATION SCHEDULE                
Monday, March, 30th                                                                            
 
Tuesday, March 31st                                                                           
SM—+Josie Heidt by Arvilla Heidt 
 
Wednesday, April 1st  
SM—+Ed & +Maggie Schorsch by Bob & Sandie Kilber  
 
Thursday, April 2nd                                                                         
SM—+Deceased family of Dave & Vivian Hernandez 
 
Friday, April 3rd                                                                              
SM—+SM Altar Guild  
 
Saturday, April 4th                                                                                    
SM—+Kenneth Stagl by Ervin & Diane Binstock 

 
Sunday, April 5th                                                                                        
SE– +Rose Lefor by Scott & Mary Salwei                                         
SM—Pro Populo                    
At this time in compliance with Bishop Kagan’s directive all Masses will 
be celebrated by Father Gary privately.  If you have questions or con-
cerns, please contact Father Gary. 
 

A point to ponder:  How to have good friends?  First, be-

come one yourself. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Gene Wert, Theresa Tarpo, Todd Leach, 
JoAnn Urlacher, Zane Sabo, Richard Jambor, Brad Novak, Josie Steier, 
Katie Stolz, Hazel Jacobs, Amber Urlacher, Savannah Benz, Bonnie Benz, 
Anise Masterson, Chuck Brusich, Nate Hernandez, Andy Prokop, Henley 
Johnson, Duane Grundhauser, Pete Schaefer, Marilyn Jacobs, Leo Heck, 
Ross Thomas, Arlene Rohr, Brenda Barton, Elven Kaufman, Suzette Printz, 
Linda Reisenauer, Russ Lefor, Cindy Martin, Howard Schiwal, Theresa 
Decker, Yvonne Fettig, Kim Kuhn, Don Miller, Bonnie (Krebs) Dick, Dorothy 
Kohl, Colleen Churchill 

Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents: Marvin Wert, Marilyn Wert, 

Gilbert & Ruth Buzalsky, Mary Hanson, Joe & Aggie Wandler, Charlotte 

Krebs, Harvey Herberholz, Archie Jalbert, Sylvia Koppinger, Leona Gordon, 

Donnella Koppinger, Marilyn Jeske, Willie Emmil, Frances Heick                                                                                                             

Our Deceased Loved Ones +Joan Binstock, +Kevin Jacobs, +Betty Biel, 

+Wenzel Roller, +Shawn Flaherty, +Duane Dobitz, +Dan Frank, +Cecelia 

Jung, +Benedict Benz, +Kenneth Stagl, +Florentine Bohlman, +Josie Heidt, 

+Dale Schoeder, +Ed Pechtl, +Magdalen Schorsch, +Dale Reindel, +Adam 

Schulz, +George Koffler, +Edwin Lefor, +Louise Krebs, +Regina Gentz, 

+Tina Rixen, +Rose Krebs (SE), +Herbert Emmil, +Joan Madler, + Leroy 

Kilwein, +Harold Maershbecker, +Darwin Schaefer, +James Gatzke, +Ed 

Koppinger, +Eleanor Keck,  +Ardelle Kovar, +Eugenia Stagl, +Nick Lenhardt, 

+Mike Urlacher, +Keith Herold 

Collection Report St. Elizabeth’s  March 23rd, 2020 

Adult      Youth   

$                                      Envelopes                        $       

$                                      Loose Plate                         $     

$                                      Total                                  

$            2218.00             Monthly Total                    

Collection Report St. Mary’s March 22nd & 23rd, 2020 

 Adult                                                                       Youth 

$           Envelopes                    $   

$           Loose Plate             

$           Total                       

$        4243.00 Monthly Total          

   

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers 

MINISTRY Saturday 5:00 PM  Sunday 10:30AM 

Lector   

Mass Servers   

Eucharistic Ministers   

Gifts   

Rosary Leader   

Greeters   

Homebound Minister   

  Saint Elizabeth’s Liturgical Ministers   

 Sunday 8:30 AM 

Lector                                  

Mass Server                        

Eucharistic Ministers           

Gifts                                    

Greeters                             

Ushers                                

 

May God grant you His eternal peace 

We offer our prayers and condolences to the family of 

+Joan Binstock, whose Mass of Christian Burial was cel-

ebrated recently at Saint Mary’s Church. For a holy and 

virtuous life and for great fidelity and dedication to her 

vocation of marriage, may +Joan be rewarded with the 

glory of God’s Kingdom. Eternal rest grant unto her O 

Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon her. May she 

rest in peace. Amen.  

Marriage:  Contact Pastor at least nine months prior to your antici-

pated wedding date. 

Baptism:  Pre-Baptism preparation session required. 

Anointing of the Sick:  By request. 

Reconciliation (Penance):  Before Mass in both Parishes 

On the lighter side 

Bob: I am so angry with that “holy smoke” Father creates 

at Mass. It bothers my lungs! 

John: I can tell. You seem a little “incensed”.  



“The Lord is my strength and my shield; in Him my heart trusts” (Psalm 28:7):  With the covid-19 crisis and the seeming shut-

down of the Church and society, it seems so surreal . . . like we are living an episode of the Twilight Zone. All of us are struggling 

to find order and peace of mind in the midst of the chaos. For me, it’s a heavy cross not being able to associate with my parish-

ioners, especially at the celebration of the Holy Mass. When I come out to an empty church, my first thought is, “I hope I had 

the Mass times in the bulletin in Mountain Time” and the second thought is “Maybe there was a big party to which I was not 

invited.” But, levity aside, it is hard being a pastor to a dispersed flock. We continue to hope and pray that the Lord will lift this 

heavy cross of suffering and allow us to go back to a normal routine of life, both spiritual and temporal, once again. In these 

difficult times, maybe we can address some things that have come to my attention. They are as follows:          

Bulletins and homilies: You will find the parish bulletin and my Sunday Mass homily on our parish website. If 

you want to receive a hard copy of both in the mail, please contact the parish office or me on my cell phone, 

(701) 509-9504. I ask that you don’t tell me that you read my homily before going to bed because it’s a 

better sleeping aid than Sominex.                      

Spiritual resources: On our parish website, there are other spiritual resources that Kris Ehlis has gathered for 

individuals and families for faith formation. With the cancellation of our CCD classes, I hope that families still 

have weekly, or even daily, faith formation sessions. Remember that parents are the first teachers of the 

Catholic Faith.                          

What do we do for Sunday Mass?: In the mass mailing of a letter to each parish household last 

week, I offered some options for Mass on TV, namely EWTN and the Fox Network. I was asked why I 

don’t do a live-streaming from our churches like other priests in our locality. I was pondering this 

and even had a friend willing to pay for state-of-the-art equipment to do so. But then I viewed 

some of our priests’ live streamed Masses and I have to be honest . . . they were painful to watch. Most were like low-grade 

films from a high school journalism class assignment. Watch the Mass on EWTN or Fox Network. They have cantors; choirs; or-

ganists; and a congregation to offer the responses. I would hope that we choose the dignity and worthy celebration of the Holy 

Mass over the persona of a priest. The best idea came to me from a young man from Saint Vincent’s Parish of Mott: dress up for 

Sunday, take your family to church, and spend one hour there in prayer and meditation on the Sunday readings. That is much 

more spiritual than watching a computer or TV screen, while sipping on hot cocoa or coffee. The bishop has encouraged us to 

come before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and what better day than on the Lord’s Day, Sunday.         

What is Father Gary doing without active pastoral ministry?: I thank people for their concern, but I am keep-

ing busy, in just a different way. I have been cleaning in our parish life center; spending 3-4 hours on the 

phone each day with parishioners (especially the elderly); working with the NE Food Pantry; offering daily 

Confessions; celebrating daily Mass; working on sanding and finishing the wood panels of Saint Mary’s 

Church; and doing some long overdue personal projects, like my taxes . . . uugh!. I have also been checking 

my doorstep at the top of every hour, wondering when the next batch of sauerkraut and dumplings will show 

up (hint, hint). Most importantly, I have been spending more time in prayer, lifting all of you up to the Lord in 

these very difficult times.                   

How can our family pray in the home?: Outside of pious visits to the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament with the 

prayer of spiritual communion, pray the Holy Rosary daily, read a Scripture passage and share with one an-

other what the Lord said to you in that particular passage, pray the novena for an end to covid-19 crisis, and 

pray prayers of petition for those most directly affected by the covid-19 virus (those infected by it, those 

who have died from it and their grieving families, the doctors and nurses treating covid-19 patients, those 

out of work due to the virus, etc.). The only way out of this crisis is through trust in God and His grace. We have to completely 

abandon ourselves to God’s will and therein is our peace.                      

Parish offertory: Although we are for a time not able to be with one another at the public celebration of the 

Holy Mass, and the sacramental and liturgical life of our parishes is on hold, we still have the same oper-

ating expenses. If you can, please help us meet them by sending your offering to the parish office. Thank 

you for your generosity! If you are unable to meet your own needs, please contact Fr. Gary at (701) 509-

9504 and know that in an anonymous manner, we would be happy to offer you assistance from our Social Needs Fund.  



Marc & Anne Wolf                               

11175 64th St SW                                   

New England, ND 568647                        

701-579-4221                

www.21angus.com  

New England                                                           Mott   

579-4887                                                       824-3149 

525 Main St                                                                120 Brown Ave 

DAN’S               

BODY SHOP 

701-227-8688             

DICKINSON, ND  

Specializing in               

Collision Repair 

Located In the           

St. Mary’s               

Parish Center 

701.579.5437                           

Kari Wandler-Co-Director   

Callie Streeter—Co-Director 

Located in the Lower 

Level of the St. Mary’s 

Parish Center           

Hours 10:00-4:00      
For more information     con-

tact Vivian 206-0129     

BRAD GREFF                                   

308 Brown Ave                                      

Mott, ND 54656                                        

701-824-3318   brad.greff@fumic.com 

CARSON’S       

REPAIR             

Auto & Ag Equipment 

Repair                           

Regent, ND  

701.563.4412 

631 26th Ave East         

Dickinson, ND                    
Mon-Fri:  7:30 AM—5:30 PM                    

Empower.  Strengthen.  

Celebrate.                             
401 W Villard St., Dickinson, ND 

Jason Dorner                    

701-290-8102 

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC 

New England, ND*701-579-4891 

Advertising spots for 2020-2021 

are still available, 


