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Third Sunday of Advent — December 13th, 2020 

“A man named John was sent from God.” In the days of John the Baptist, the world as he knew it was 

in disarray: the Romans exercised a cruel governance over Palestine; King Herod was equally cruel, 

ruthlessly killing all opponents to his reign; and many of the religious leaders were in spiritual leader-

ship for their own glory and personal gain. John the Baptist and other faithful Jews perhaps should have 

raised the white flag of surrender and given up. But that was far from the mind of the last prophet foretelling the 

coming of the Messiah. John the Baptist never lost hope, he never gave up, because Jesus had come into the world 

and that made all the difference. In fact, he was so zealous in his mission that eventually, it cost him his life at the 

hands of the tyrant King Herod. His life reminds me to keep going, to remain faithful, in my Christian mission to 

make Jesus Christ known . . . in my family and beyond. On this Gaudete (“Rejoice”) Sunday, we might note that it is 

people who see the problems in the Church and society and try to bring Christ to solve them who are much happier 

than those who stand by the sidelines doing nothing.  

God on the Silver Screen:  On Sunday, December 20th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Saint Mary’s Faith & 

Family Room, we will be watching our next movie in our Christ in Cinema faith formation series. 

That night, the movie of choice will be the Catholic classic, The Bells of Saint Mary’s. It’s a bit on 

the lighter side, which may be in order, as the last two movies had a Nazi theme which ran through 

them. This movie tells the story of a nun dedicated to the education of inner-city children, against 

all odds. It speaks of incredible faith when we come up against incredibly difficult circumstances in 

life. We will see you there and instead of popcorn for this movie, maybe in these days before Christmas, we might 

welcome fruitcake . . . and no, we’re not talking about the pastor, but about the holiday baked good!  

Prepare my soul for the coming of the Lord:  As of this bulletin, there will only be three opportu-

nities left to receive God’s mercy in the Holy Sacrament of Penance: Saturday, December 12th 

and Saturday December 19th at Saint Mary’s from 7:00-9:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 20th at 

Saint Elizabeth’s from 2:00-5:00 p.m. If you have not been to Confession for months or years, 

know that your soul is in need of purification. We cannot cling to God if we continue to cling to 

our sins. If the Evil One has a hold on our hearts, it is virtually impossible to rise to new heights of holiness and 

friendship with God. Come to the Sacrament of Penance; it will be the best Christmas gift you have ever received.  

Familiaris Consortio (cont.)   34. This shared progress demands reflection, instruction, and suitable education on 

the part of the priests, religious, and lay people engaged in family pastoral work: they will all be able to assist mar-

ried people in their human and spiritual progress, a progress that demands awareness of sin, a sincere commitment 

to observe the moral law, and the ministry of reconciliation. It must also be kept in mind that conjugal intimacy in-

volves the wills of two persons, who are however called to harmonize their mentality and behavior: this requires 

much patience, understanding, and time. Uniquely important in this field is unity of moral and pastoral judgment by 

priests, a unity that must be carefully sought and ensured, in order that the faithful may not have to suffer anxiety 

of conscience.  

On the lighter side:  Jesus and Satan are having a competition on who can finish an essay first. The Archangel Mi-

chael announces: “One, two, three . . . Go!” Jesus starts and takes His time, while Satan is typing up a storm. Satan is 

typing so fast that the power goes out and both computers are shut off. They start back and Jesus states that He is 

done with His essay. Bewildered, Satan asks how He wrote so fast. Jesus turns to him and simply says, “Jesus saves.”  



MASS & ADORATION SCHEDULE                   
Monday, December 14th                                                                            
7:30 AM SM—Communion Service 
 
Tuesday, December 15th                                                                           
7:30 AM SM—+Dan Frank by Anton & Em Krebs 
6:00 PM SE—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
7:00 PM SE—+Steve & +Bertha Anton by Duane & Kathy Schwab 
 
Wednesday, December 16th 
2:10 PM SM—+Benedict Benz by 4th degree Knight of Columbus 
7:00 PM SM — Rosary, Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions 
 +Benedict Benz by Dave & Vivian Hernandez 
 
Thursday, December 17th                                                                       
7:30 AM SM— +Dan Frank, Shawn Flaherty, & +Duane Dobitz by 
Mike Jr. & Teresa Urlacher 
 
Friday, December 18th  
7:30 AM SM—+Benedict Benz by Maggie Kathrein family 
12:00 PM—3:00 PM SM—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament      
 
Saturday, December 19th                                                               
8:30 AM SM—Special Intention by Martina Stagl 
5:00 PM SM—+Reggie Gentz & +Cecelia Jung by their families 
 
Sunday, December 20th                                                                 
8:30 AM SE—+Benedict Benz by Debbie Herold 
10:30 AM SM—Pro Populo 
 

*Confessions offered 15 minutes before each daily Mass and 
30 minutes before Saturday vigil Mass at St. Mary’s. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:   Fred Urlacher, Deran Lefor, Cooper Craig, 
Juanita Koppinger, Kathy Murphy, Lea Madler, Derek Benz, Kevin Schaefer, 
Gene Wert, Theresa Tarpo, Todd Leach, JoAnn Urlacher, Zane Sabo, Brad 
Novak, Josie Steier, Katie Stolz, Bonnie Benz, Anise Masterson, Nate Hernan-
dez, Andy Prokop, Henley Johnson, Duane Grundhauser, Pete Schaefer, 
Marilyn Jacobs, Leo Heck, Arlene Rohr, Brenda Barton, Elven Kaufman, Su-
zette Printz, Linda Reisenauer, Cindy Martin, Howard Schiwal, Theresa 
Decker, Yvonne Fettig, Kim Kuhn, Don Miller, Bonnie (Krebs) Dick, Dorothy 
Kohl, Colleen Churchill 
 
Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents:  Florence Frank, Marilyn 
Wert, Gilbert Buzalsky, Mary Hanson, Joe & Aggie Wandler, Charlotte Krebs, 
Harvey Herberholz, Sylvia Koppinger, Leona Gordon, Donnella Koppinger, 
Willie Emmil, Frances Heick                                                                                               
 
Our Deceased Loved Ones:  +Marilyn Jeske, +Marvin Wert, +Archie Jalbert, 
+Frank Kilwein, +Emma Magelky, +Loretta Jung, + Kathy Kaufman, +Leona 
Roll, +Ruth Buzalsky, +Jim Schneider, +Eugene Heidt, +Richard Jambor, 
+Chuck Brusich, +Joan Binstock, +Kevin Jacobs, +Betty Biel, +Wenzel Roller, 
+Shawn Flaherty, +Duane Dobitz, +Dan Frank, +Cecelia Jung, +Benedict 
Benz, +Kenneth Stagl, +Florentine Bohlman, +Josie Heidt, +Dale Schoeder, 
+Ed Pechtl, +Magdalen Schorsch, +Dale Reindel, +Adam Schulz, +George 
Koffler, +Edwin Lefor, +Louise Krebs, +Regina Gentz, +Tina Rixen, +Rose 
Krebs (SE), +Herbert Emmil, +Joan Madler, +Eugenia Stagl, +Mike Urlacher, 
+Keith Herold 

Collection Report St. Elizabeth’s  December 6th, 2020 

Adult   Youth   

$               650.00              Envelopes                       $     5.00 

$                 91.00              Loose Plate                     $     

$               746.00            Total                                   

$               746.00             Monthly Total                     

Collection Report St. Mary’s December 5th & 6th, 2020 

 Adult                                                                       Youth 

$               1473.00 Envelopes                    $ 

$                   20.00 Loose Plate            Poinsettias—$210.00 

$               1493.00 Total                      Building Fund—$725.00 

$               1493.00 Monthly Total         Fall Festival Appeal—$200.00 

   

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers December 19th  & 20th 

MINISTRY Saturday 5:00 PM  Sunday 10:30AM 

Lector Diane B. Sue S. 

Mass Servers Katie S. Kayla E. 

Eucharistic Ministers   

Gifts   

Rosary Leader Jim K. Maureen G. 

Greeters   

Homebound Minister   

  Saint Elizabeth’s Liturgical Ministers December 20th 

 Sunday 8:30 AM 

Lector                                 Arlene 

Mass Server                       Alisha T./Olivia K. 

Eucharistic Ministers           

Gifts                                    

Greeters                             

Ushers                               Lenny & Elvie 

*Flower power:  In the back of each parish church, you 

will find envelopes for our Christmas poinsettia fund. 

These resources allow us to purchase poinsettias, to 

add beauty and solemnity to our church sanctuaries 

during the Christmas season. Please list the persons, 

living and/or deceased, in whose name you will donate 

to the poinsettia fund and we will be listing these 

names in our Christmas bulletin. Thank you and may 

God reward you.  

Marriage:  Contact Pastor at least nine months prior to your antici-

pated wedding date. 

Baptism:  Pre-Baptism preparation session required. 

Anointing of the Sick:  By request. 



The ABC’s of our Catholic Faith 

1) Reconciliation (four parts): During the season of Advent, as we prepare for our sacramental confession, we might 

review the four parts of a worthy and devout confession.  

a) Contrition: We should have a heartfelt sorrow for our sins, an aversion (dislike) for them, and a sincere intention 

to never commit these sins anymore. At times, we may feel that this true sorrow is lacking or inadequate. So we call 

upon the Holy Spirit to profoundly change us and make us weep for our sins, for they have offended the Lord whom 

we should love dearly.  

b) Confession: After examining our conscience in the light of God’s mercy, we confess our sins in number and kind. 

By this we mean that we confess as best we can how often we fall into a certain sin and what the true and full nature 

of the sin is that we committed. It is not “prying” by the priest, but understanding the scope and nature of our sins so 

as to assist him in offering us spiritual counsel to overcome them.   

c) Act of Contrition: The priest will ask you to then pray an Act of Contrition. If you do not have one committed to 

memory, he will assist you by offering one to read or may ask you to join him in praying the act of contrition. The Act 

of Contrition not only asks for God’s mercy, but also begs for His grace to amend one’s life and to sin no more. The 

priest will then assign a penance, a prayer or a penitential practice, intended to remit the temporal punishment due 

to our sins. We are forgiven, but we still have to atone for the sins by which we have offended God. 

d. Absolution: Through the ministry conferred upon him by participation in the priesthood of Jesus Christ, the priest 

absolves the penitent of his sins. In this profound moment, the loving kindness and mercy of Jesus Christ is granted 

to the sinner and friendship with God is restored.  

2. Rectory: The name given to the residence a parish provides for the pastor. Rectories should be close to the parish 

church so that the priest always has access to the Blessed Sacrament and Holy Oils for sick calls and also to meet the 

spiritual and charitable needs of people who come to the church. Often, rectories are way too big for one priest, but 

the extra room allows for more freezer space when God’s holy people bring Christmas baked goods to the parish 

priest (hint, hint).  

3. The Reproaches (Improperia): These “complaints” of Jesus against the Jewish people are chanted at the Good Fri-

day Liturgy. They challenge the Jewish people for their rejection of Jesus, despite all He had done for them in salva-

tion history. As we listen to these mournful reproaches, we realize that they are also spoken to us, for how often on 

a daily basis do we reject the Lord by our many sins.  

Christmas Mass Schedule 

As we approach Christmas, please note the Mass schedule for our parishes:  

 Christmas Eve, 4:00 p.m. (SM) 

Midnight Mass, 12:00 a.m. (SE) 

Christmas Day, 10:30 a.m. (SM)  

 The choir, for Saint Mary’s Christmas Eve Mass, will meet one half hour before Mass for a final choir practice. 

 There is also the optional Procession of the Christmas Cookies, to the parish rectory at 7:00 p.m. on Christmas 

Eve. I hope you can be part of this most sacred and moving Catholic ritual  

A point to ponder:  People on earth hate to hear the word repent. 

Those in hell wish they could hear it just once more. 



Marc & Anne Wolf                               

11175 64th St SW                                   

New England, ND 568647                        

701-579-4221                

www.21angus.com  

New England                                                           Mott   

579-4887                                                       824-3149 

525 Main St                                                                120 Brown Ave 

DAN’S               

BODY SHOP 

701-227-8688             

DICKINSON, ND  

Specializing in               

Collision Repair 

Located In the           

St. Mary’s               

Parish Center 

701.579.5437                           

Kari Wandler-Co-Director   

Callie Streeter—Co-Director 

Located in the Lower 

Level of the St. Mary’s 

Parish Center           

Hours 10:00-4:00      
For more information     con-

tact Vivian 206-0129     

BRAD GREFF                                   

308 Brown Ave                                      

Mott, ND 54656                                        

701-824-3318   brad.greff@fumic.com 

CARSON’S       

REPAIR             

Auto & Ag Equipment 

Repair                           

Regent, ND  

701.563.4412 

631 26th Ave East         

Dickinson, ND                    
Mon-Fri:  7:30 AM—5:30 PM                    

Empower.  Strengthen.  

Celebrate.                             
401 W Villard St., Dickinson, ND 

Jason Dorner                    

701-290-8102 

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC 

New England, ND*701-579-4891 

 

 


