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The Baptism of our Lord — January 10th, 2021 

“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the things of His san-

dals.”  A minister was once very popular. As he grew older, however, his health declined---so did his 

flock. Then, a dynamic new minister moved into the same town and began attracting great crowds of 

people. At this point, the old minister said to his remaining parishioners, “It is time for us to go there 

too.” With that, he led his diminished flock to the new church. Like Saint John the Baptist, the minister 

saw that it was time for him to decrease and for another to increase. To what extent do I place the 

people the Lord has given me to serve (family, friends, co-workers, fellow parishioners, etc.) ahead of 

my own desires and ambitions? We should keep in mind that people who live solely for themselves 

are eventually corrupted by their own company.  

Familiaris Consortio (cont.)  

The Right and Duty of Parents Regarding Education 

36. The task of giving education is rooted in the primary vocation of married couples to participate in God’s creative 

activity: by begetting love and for love a new person who has within himself or herself the vocation to growth and 

development, parents by the very fact take on the task of helping that person effectively to live a fully human life. As 

the Second Vatican Council recalled, “Since parents have conferred life on their children, they have a most solemn 

obligation to educate their offspring. Hence, parents must be acknowledged as the first and foremost educators of 

their children. Their role as educators is so decisive that scarcely anything can compensate for their failure in it. For it 

devolves on parents to create a family atmosphere so animated with love and reverence for God and others that a 

well-rounded personal and social development will be fostered among the children. Hence, the family is the first 

school of those social virtues which every society needs.”  

A point to ponder:  Our little time of suffering is not worthy of our first night’s welcome home to Heaven.  

Away for a spell:  Last fall, when I intended to go away for a time, it was kind of a “working vacation”, because my 

vacation turned into grief ministry, celebrating a funeral Mass for a woman from a former parish of mine; her pastor 

was out of town. So, I will try again, by taking some time away after the busyness of the Christmas season. I will be 

away from Sunday afternoon until Thursday morning (January 10th-January 14th). Please pray for me and be assured 

of my daily prayers for you, especially when I daily celebrate the Holy Mass.  

Thank you for making the Octave of Christmas holy: 

I want to thank our parishioners for taking advantage of the many spiritual graces of the Octave 

of Christmas; thank you for keeping the Christmas season holy. First, thank you to everyone who 

came to daily Mass during the Octave, especially the holy day of obligation, the Solemnity of 

Mary the Mother of God. Second, thank you to those who came to Eucharistic Adoration on New 

Year’s Eve, praying for their needs and the needs of our world as we entered into 2021. Thank you as well for joining 

me for chocolate cake and champagne afterwards as we toasted the New Year. Lastly, thank you to our families who 

came to our Catholic Family Epiphany Party last Sunday. We had 45 kids and 15 adults present from the southwest 

region of our diocese. It was a day of prayer, fun activities, great food, and fellowship.   Again, thank you for not for-

getting about Jesus Christ and His holy birth the day after Christmas; that’s when the Christmas season just begins. I 

pray that the Christ-child will bless those who honored Him throughout the Christmas season.  



MASS & ADORATION SCHEDULE                   
Monday, January 11th                                                                            
7:30 AM SM—Communion Service 
 
Tuesday, January 12th                                                                           
7:30 AM SM—Communion Service 
 
Wednesday, January 13th 
7:00 PM SM —Communion Service 
 
Thursday, January 14th                                                                        
7:30 AM SM—+Joan Binstock by St. Mary’s Altar Guild 
 
Friday, January 15th 
7:30 AM SM—+Joyce Rettinger by family 
 
Saturday, January 16th                                                               
8:30 AM SM—Michael Wall by Jesse & Marcia Wall 
5:00 PM SM—Saint Mary’s School Foundation 
 
Sunday, January 17th                                                                    
8:30 AM SE—+Benedict Benz by Deran & Tina Lefor 
10:30 AM SM—Pro Populo 
 

*Confessions offered 15 minutes before each daily Mass and 
30 minutes before Saturday vigil Mass at St. Mary’s. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:   Fred Urlacher, Deran Lefor, Cooper Craig, 
Juanita Koppinger, Lea Madler, Derek Benz, Kevin Schaefer, Gene Wert, 
Theresa Tarpo, Todd Leach, JoAnn Urlacher, Zane Sabo, Brad Novak, Josie 
Steier, Katie Stolz, Bonnie Benz, Nate Hernandez, Andy Prokop, Duane 
Grundhauser, Arlene Rohr, Brenda Barton, Elven Kaufman, Suzette Printz, 
Linda Reisenauer, Cindy Martin, Howard Schiwal, Theresa Decker, Yvonne 
Fettig, Kim Kuhn, Don Miller, Bonnie (Krebs) Dick, Dorothy Kohl 
Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents:  Florence Frank, Marilyn 
Wert, Gilbert Buzalsky, Mary Hanson, Joe & Aggie Wandler, Charlotte Krebs, 
Harvey Herberholz, Sylvia Koppinger, Leona Gordon, Donnella Koppinger, 
Willie Emmil, Frances Heick                                                                                               
Our Deceased Loved Ones:  +Marilyn Jeske, +Marvin Wert, +Archie Jalbert, 
+Frank Kilwein, +Emma Magelky, +Loretta Jung, + Kathy Kaufman, +Leona 
Roll, +Ruth Buzalsky, +Jim Schneider, +Eugene Heidt, +Richard Jambor, 
+Chuck Brusich, +Joan Binstock, +Kevin Jacobs, +Betty Biel, +Wenzel Roller, 
+Shawn Flaherty, +Duane Dobitz, +Dan Frank, +Cecelia Jung, +Benedict 
Benz, +Kenneth Stagl, +Florentine Bohlman, +Josie Heidt, +Dale Schoeder, 
+Ed Pechtl, +Magdalen Schorsch, +Dale Reindel, +Adam Schulz, +George 
Koffler, +Edwin Lefor, +Louise Krebs, +Regina Gentz, +Tina Rixen, +Rose 
Krebs (SE), +Herbert Emmil, +Joan Madler, +Eugenia Stagl, +Mike Urlacher, 
+Keith Herold 

Collection Report St. Elizabeth’s  January 3rd, 2021 

Adult   Youth   

$                905.00              Envelopes                       $     0.00 

$                  25.00              Loose Plate                          

$                930.00            Total                                   

$                930.00             Monthly Total                     

Collection Report St. Mary’s January 2nd & 3rd, 2021 

 Adult                                                                       Youth 

$              5841.00 Envelopes                    $31.00 

$                  14.00 Loose Plate            Building Fund:  500.00 

$               5886.00 Total                       

$               5886.00 Monthly Total         Fall Festival Appeal—$1100.00 

   

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers January 16th  & 17th 

MINISTRY Saturday 5:00 PM  Sunday 10:30AM 

Lector Connie J. Dan G. 

Mass Servers Will S. Addison F. 

Rosary Leader Maureen G. Vivian H. 

   

   

   

   

  Saint Elizabeth’s Liturgical Ministers January 17th 

 Sunday 8:30 AM 

Lector                                 Dustin 

Mass Server                       Olivia 

Eucharistic Ministers           

Gifts                                    

Greeters                             

Ushers                               Deran & Fran 

Looking for a volunteer 

At Saint Mary’s, the devotions on First Fridays to the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus and First Saturdays to the Immacu-

late Heart of Mary will now take place after those daily 

Masses. I am looking for a lay person to lead them. 

Please let me know if you wish to volunteer for this min-

istry of prayer. Thank you.  

Marriage:  Contact Pastor at least nine months prior to your antici-

pated wedding date. 

Baptism:  Pre-Baptism preparation session required. 

Anointing of the Sick:  By request. 

Saint Mary’s Knights of Columbus 

Knight of the Year: Art Krebs 

Family of the Year: Anton & Em Krebs 

On the lighter side:  New Year’s resolution: I was going 

to quit all my bad habits for the New Year, but then I 

remembered that nobody likes a quitter.  

Let's Shower Vi Dobitz with cards to celebrate 
her 90th birthday!  Vi will celebrate her 90th 
birthday this Monday, January 11th and her 
family has requested a card shower to honor 
her on this special day.  Cards may be sent to:  
Vi Dobitz, Evergreen, 2143 6th Ave W #21, Dickinson, ND 58601 



The ABC’s of our Catholic Faith:  Saint Boniface and the Christmas Tree: As the Christmas 

season ends with today’s Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, we take down our Christmas 

decorations, including the much-loved Christmas tree. This Christmas tradition is dear to all 

Catholics, especially those of German descent, for it has its origins in the patron saint of 

Germanic peoples, Saint Boniface.  When Saint Boniface came to present-day Germany and 

parts of the Netherlands to evangelize the pagans, he was aghast that the people of the village of Geismar gathered 

for an annual event of worship under a huge ancient oak tree, where they sacrificed a small child to the pagan god, 

Thor. Saint Boniface approached the pagan gathering and said, “Here is your oak where you believe Thor dwells and 

here the Cross of Jesus Christ will break the hammer of the false god, Thor.” Then with one swoop of an axe, he 

felled the massive oak tree. The Germans were astounded! The holy bishop, Saint Boniface, told them that it was not 

his power but the power of Jesus Christ that brought about this miracle. He then pointed to a little evergreen, a fir 

three, that was behind the now felled oak tree and he said, “This little tree, a young child of the forest, shall be your 

holy tree tonight. It is the wood of peace . . . a sign of endless life, for its leaves are ever-green. See how it points up 

to the heavens. Let this be called the tree of the Christ-child; gather about it, not in the wild wood, but in your 

homes. There it will shelter no deeds of blood, but loving gifts and rites of kindness.”  In the centuries that followed, 

the Catholic tradition of using an evergreen tree to celebrate the birth of Jesus spread throughout Germany and Ger-

man immigrants in the 18th century brough the custom to the New World. To this day, priests of German descent 

(e.g. Benz) have Christmas trees in their rectories, where presents of German pilsner beer can be found on Christmas 

day (a hint for next year). As you take the lights off of your Christmas tree today, may the light of Christ continue to 

shine in your hearts and minds throughout every day of the year. May that light lead you and your families always 

closer to Jesus Christ, the true Light shining in the darkness.                  

Saint Dorothea’s Roses: As pastor of Saint Elizabeth’s Church of Lefor, I was truly in awe of the beauty of the church 

when I first opened the double doors leading to the nave. Your attention is immediately drawn to the 

beautiful high altar, with its amazing statues. I recognized our patroness, Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, 

and Saint Michael the Archangel, but I could not make out the third statue. So, after some research in 

sacred art, I realized it is a statue of an obscure saint, Saint Dorothea of Caesarea. She is standing near 

a young boy (who holds a basket of fruit) and is holding the palm of victory, a symbol of martyrdom.  

Saint Dorothea of Caesarea was a victim of the last great Roman persecution of Christians, under the 

Emperor Diocletian in the early 4th century. According to Christian legend, she was scoffed at by Theophilus (the sec-

retary of the judge who condemned her to death) as she was being led to her execution. She had told him that she 

did not fear death, as she was assured of the delights of the heavenly paradise. Theophilus shouted out, “Well then 

send me some roses and fruits when you get to paradise, Dorothea.” Within moments of her execution, an angel ap-

peared to Theophilus, bearing a basket of apples and roses, inscribed, “From Dorothea, in paradise.” Theophilus at 

once confessed himself a Christian, was put on the rack, and suffered death as a martyr for Jesus Christ.  

God on the silver screen:  Please join us on Sunday, January 31st, at 7:00 p.m. in the Faith & Family 

Room of Saint Mary’s Parish for the next movie of our Christ in Cinema series. We will be watching Lil-

ies of the Field, a classic movie from 1963.  When traveling, the African-American handyman Homer 

Smith (Sidney Poitier) stops by a farm in rural Arizona, where he is welcomed by a group of Catholic 

nuns who have emigrated from Germany. Realizing that the farm needs a lot of work, Homer takes on a number of 

repair projects for the nuns, who are led by a headstrong mother superior, Mother Maria (Lilia Skala). Impressed by 

Homer’s kindness and strong work ethic, the nuns come to believe that he has been sent by God to help them build 

a chapel.  I look forward to seeing you at the movies and know that soda and popcorn will be provided. Feel free to 

bring me any leftover New Year’s champagne you might have; it really slakes one’s thirst after eating salty popcorn! 



Marc & Anne Wolf                               

11175 64th St SW                                   

New England, ND 568647                        

701-579-4221                

www.21angus.com  

New England                                                           Mott   

579-4887                                                       824-3149 

525 Main St                                                                120 Brown Ave 

DAN’S               

BODY SHOP 

701-227-8688             

DICKINSON, ND  

Specializing in               

Collision Repair 

Located In the           

St. Mary’s               

Parish Center 

701.579.5437                           

Kari Wandler-Co-Director   

Callie Streeter—Co-Director 

Located in the Lower 

Level of the St. Mary’s 

Parish Center           

Hours 10:00-4:00      
For more information     con-

tact Vivian 206-0129     

BRAD GREFF                                   

308 Brown Ave                                      

Mott, ND 54656                                        

701-824-3318   brad.greff@fumic.com 

CARSON’S       

REPAIR             

Auto & Ag Equipment 

Repair                           

Regent, ND  

701.563.4412 

631 26th Ave East         

Dickinson, ND                    
Mon-Fri:  7:30 AM—5:30 PM                    

Empower.  Strengthen.  

Celebrate.                             
401 W Villard St., Dickinson, ND 

Jason Dorner                    

701-290-8102 

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC 

New England, ND*701-579-4891 

 

 


